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The Early English Text Society was started in 1S61 for the purpose of 
bringing within the reach of the many the hitherto inaccessible treasures of 
Old £)n^lish literature, and of clearing England from the reproach under 
which she has so long rested of caring little for the monuments of her early 
language and life. During the ten years of its existence the Society has 
been successful in issuing to its subscribers a large number of Texts illus- 
trating the language, the history, the belief, and the habits of our ancestors. 
The publications o? the Society appeal to those interested in the history of 
their native language and land ; to men who can trace in these records 
the intimate connection which exists between the present and the past, and 
who can see in such records the dead past become a living reality. 

The publications of T^e Early English Text Society are divided into Four 
Classes. I. Arthur and other Romances. II. Works illustrating our Dialects 
and the History of our Language, including a Series of re-editions of oar 
early Dictionaries. III. Biblical Translations and Religious Treatises. 
IV. Miscellaneous. rThe. Extra Series^ which commenced in 1867, is in- 
tended for re-editions.) 

The Publications for IS 66 arc out of print, but a separate subscription 
has been opened for their immediate reprint. The Texts for 1864, and all 
but three tor 1865, have been reprinted. Subscribers who desire the Texts 
of all or any of these years should send tlieir names at once to the Hon. 
Secretary, as many adcutionai names are required before the Texts for 1866 
can be sent to press. 

The Subscription is £1 ]jr. a year [and £1 Is. (Large Paper, £2 12*. 6rf.) 
additional for the Extra Series], due in advance on the 1st of January, 
and should be paid either to the Society's Account at the Head Office of the 
Union Bank, Princes Street, London, E.G., or bv Money Order (made pay- 
able at the Chief Office, London, and crosst ' Union Bank ') to the Hon. 
Secretary, Arthur G. Snelgrove, Esq^., London Hospital, London, E. 
(United-States Subscribers, who wish their Texts posted to them, must pay 
for postage 5^. a vear extra for the Original Scries, and 3*. a year for the 
Extra Seriesr) The Society's Texts are also sold separately at tfie prices put 
after them in the List at the end. 

The following Summary of the Society's first Ten- Years' work is taken 
from the Committee's Tenth Keport, January, 187^ : — 



2 § 2. The Society's first Ten Years' Work. 

§ 2. The Society's first Ten Tears* Worh Last year closed 
the Society's first Decade ; and it may therefore be well to 
look back over its work since, in February 1864, its Founder's 
first Circular went out, announcing that *' A few of the mem- 
bers of the Philological Society, being anxious to continue 
the publication of Early English Texts, which that Society 
lately commenced, but has now for a time resolved to discon- 
tinue, have formed a committee for the purpose of collecting 
subscriptions, and printing therewith Early English MSS." 
1. To start with money. Our Early English Text Society 
has spent in its ten years £8700 in producing Texts. Here 
are the figures : — 
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With this money the Society has produced 16,100 pages of 
Texts, including Introductions, Notes, Glossaries, &c., besides 
1000 and more pages of Reprints, Reports, &c. 

Secondly, as to Language, — the point from which the 
Society started, the illustration of which has been, and must 
be, the justification for the publication of many Texts of little 
literary or historic merit; — the Society has brought out, of the 

10th century.^ King Alfred's West-Saxon version of Gregory's Pastoral 

Care, edited from 2 MSS. by Mr Henry Sweet. 
11th century.* Homily de Octo FidU (in First Series of O.E. Homilies). 

ed. Dr R. Morris, Homily on the Discovery of the Cross (in 

No. 46), ed. Rev. Dr R. Morris. 
12th century (special Transitional period). Prose and Verse from the 

unique Lambeth MS. 187, in I)r R. Morris's Old English 

Homilies (Pirst Series). 
12th century. Old English Homilies (from the unique Trinity MS.), 

Second Scries, ed. Pr Richard Morris. 
13th century, First half : St Marharete, the first Text (from the unique 

MS.), ed. Rev. T. 0. Cockayne. 

« The Blickling Homilies of 071 A,D. are nearly all printed. 
' For the 11th century, other Texts are preparing. 



§ 2. Chronological List of our first Ten Years* Texts. 8 

1230 ? Hali Mcidimbad, West-Midland version, ed. Bev. T. O. CockBjne. 

St Juliana, from 2 MSS., ed. Bev. T. O. Cockayne and Mr E. 

Brook. 

"Poems, &c., in the latter part of tlic First Series of ' Old English 

Homilies,' ed. Bev. Dr Morris. 
1216-50 The Moral Ode, later version, in 'Old English Miscellany,' 

ed. Bev. l)r B. Morris. 

8 Hymns in 0. E. Hora.lI.(fcom the unique MS.), ed.DrB. Morris. 
18th centuiy, second half: 

Genesis and Exodus (from the unique MS.), ed. Bev. Dr Bichard 

Morris. 

Bestiary, Old Kentish Sermons (both from unique MSS.), Be« 

ligious Poems from the Jesus MS., in Dr B. Morris's ' Old Eng- 
lish Miscellany.' 

Havelok the Dane (from the unique MS.), ed. Bev. VV. W. Skeat. 

Alfred's Proverbs, in Dr B. Morris's *'01d English Miscellany.' j 

King Horn, &c., ed. Bev. J. B. Lumby. 
14th century.* St Margarete, 2nd Text, ed. Bev. T. O. Cockayne. 
1340 Dan Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt (from the unique MS.^, ed. Bev. 

Dr Bichard Morris. 
1840-90 Poems on the Cross (in 'Legends of the Holy Bood'), ed. 

Bev. Dr B. Morris. 
1340, ab. Hampole's English Prose Treatises, ed. Bev. G. G. Perry. *^^ 
1850 ? The Alliterative Bomance of WiUiam of Paleme, or William and 

the Werwolf (from the unique MS.), ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 
1850 P The Alliterative Bomance of Joseph of Arimathie, or the Holy 

Grail ; from the unique MS., ab. 1890, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 
1860^? Early English Alliterative Poems, and Sir Gawa}nie and the 
Green Knigh't (from the unique MS.), ed. Bev. Dr B. Morrb. 
„ The Alliterative Morte Arthure (from the unique (Thornton) 

MS., ab. 1440 a.d.), ed. Bev. G. G. Periy, re-ed. Mr E. Brock. 
„ ? Religious Pieces in Prose and Verse from the Thornton MS., ab. 

1440 A.D., ed. Bev. G. G. Perry. 
„ ? The Alliterative Gest Hystoriale of the Destruction of Troy (from 

unique MS.), ed. late Bev. G.A. Panton, and D. Donaldson, Esq. 
1362 The Alliterative Vision of William concerning Piers the Plowman, 

first cast, or Text A, from the* Vernon MS. ab. 1390-1400, ed. 

Bev. W. W. Skeat. 
1375 Barbour's Bruce, Part I. (from the only 2 MSS. and oldest printed 

editions), ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 
1377 William's Vision of Piers Plowman, Text B, ed. Bev. W. W. Skent. 
1380? Chaucer's Boethius, ed. Bev. Dr B. Morris. 
13'89 Englislv Gilds, their Statutes and Customs, &c. ; ed. Toulmin 

Smith, Esq., with Dr L. Brentano's History of GUds, &c. 
1390? The Stacions of Borne, ed. F. J. Furaivall, Esq. 
1391 Chaucer's Astrolabe, ed. Bev. W. W. Skeat. 



' The earliest English version of tlie Cursor Mundi, in the Edinburgh 
MS., is believed to be about 1300 a.d. The Cotton text is not much later. 



4 § 2. Chronological List of ourjirsl Ten Years' Texts, 

1893 William's Vision of Piers Plowman, Text C, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

1394 Pierce the Plowman's Ci-ede, ed.Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

1399 Eichard the Redeles (in Piers Plowman, C), ed. Eev. W. W. Skeat, 

from the unique MS. 
1415 The Crowned King (in Piers Plowman, C), ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat, 

from the-unique if S. 
1420 ? Mirk's Duties of a Parish Priest, ed. E. Peacock, Esq. 
1420 ? Palladius on Husbondrie (from the unique MS.), ed. Rev. B. 

Lodge, Part I. (all the Text). 
1430 P The Alliterative Chevelere Assigne, from the unique MS., ed. 

H. H. Gibbs, Esq. 
1430 ? Political, Religious, and Love Poems, ed. P. J. Furnivall, "Esq. 
1430? Lydgatc's Order of Fools, &c. (in No. VIIL),cd. F.J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1430 f Hymns to the Virgin and Christ, the Parliament of Devils, &c., 

ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
: 1430-50 Poems on the Cross (in 'Legends of the Holy Rood'), ed. 

Rev. Dr R. Morris. 
1440 The Knight de la Toiu: Landry, from the unique ^IS., ed. Thomas 

Wright, Esq. 
1440 ? Arthur, from the unique MS., ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1440 ? Merlin, from the unique MS., ed. H. B. Wheatley, Esq. 
1440 ? Generydes, from the unique MS., ed. W. Aid is Wright, Esq., 

PartL 
1460 ? The Boke of Curtasye (from Sloane'^MS., 198C, in Babees Book), 

ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1460 ? Ratis Raving, and other pieces, Bernardus de Cnra Rei Famuli- 

aris, Scotch Prophecies, &c., ed. Rev. J. R Lumby. 
1460 ? Urbanitatis, &<;. (in Babees Book), Stacions of Rome, &c., ed. 

F. J. FumivaU, Esq. 
1460-70 John Russell's Boke of Nurture (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. 

Furnivall, Esq.' 
1460-70 For to Serve a Lord, from a copy'of the unique MS. (in Babees 

Book), ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1460-70 The Good Wife, Stans Puer, &c (in 'Queene Elizabethes 

Achademy '), ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1460-70 The Book of Quinte Essence, ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1462 ? The Wright's Chaste Wife, ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1478? Caxton's Book of Curtesye, 3 versions (two from MSS)., ed. F 

J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1500 P Lancelot of the Laik, from the unique MS., ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
1500 ? Romance of Partenay or Lusignen, from the unique MS., ed. Rev. 

W. W. Skeat. 
1600 P Scotch Poem on Heraldry (in No. VIIL), ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1513 The Boke of Keruynge, from Wynkyn de Worde's text (in 

Babees Book), ed. F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 
1520-6 liives of Joseph of Arimathaea, from Wynkyn de Worde's and 

Pynson's copies (in No. 44), ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 
1528-53 A Supplycacyon of the Beggers, the Poore Commons, &c., ed 

P. J. FumivaU and J. M; Cowper, Esqs. 



§ 2. Our Ten Yean^ Texts classt by Dialects. 6 

1530 Onre Ladyes Myroure, ed. Rev. J. H. Blunt. 
1542-7 Andrew Boorde's Introduction and Dyetaiy, with Barnes in the 
Defence of the Berde, ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 

1549 The Complaynt of Scotlande, with 4 contemporary English Tracts, 

1542-48, ed. J. A. H. Murray, Esq. 

1550 ? Starkey's England in Henry VIIFs time, a Dialogue between 

Pole and Lupset, from the unique" MS., ed. J. M. Cowper, Esq. 
1560-1 Robert Crowley's 31 Epigrams, Way to Wealth, &c., ed. J. M. 

Cowper, Esq. 
1550-77 Hewe Rodes's Book of Nurture (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. 

Fumivall, Esq. 
1552 Sir David Lyndcsay's W^orks, ed. F. Hall and J. A. H. Murray, 

Esqs., 5 Part3. 
1556-68 William Lauder's Poems, ed. F. Hall and F. J. Fumivall, Esqs., 

2 Parts. 
1557 F. Seager's Schoole of Vertue (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. Fumi- 
vall, Esq. 
1560? Sir Hmnfrey Gilbert's *Queene Elizabethes Achademy,' &c., 

'ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 
1565-92 Awdelay's Fratemitye of Yacabonds, Harman's Caveat, &c., 

ed. E. Viles and F. J. Fumivall, Esqs. 
1570 Levins's Manipulus Vocabulomm, cd. H. B. Wheatley, Esq. 
1599 Thynne's Animaduersions on Speght's Cliaucer, ed.' Dr G. H. 

Kingsley. 

1616 The Times' AVhistle, and other Poems, by R. C. (from the unique 

MS.), ed. J. M. Cowper, Esq. 

1617 ? Hume's Orthographic and Coiigruitie of the Britan Tongue (from 

the unique MS.), ed. H. B. Wheatley, Esq. 
1619 The Booke of Demeanor (in Babees Book), ed. F. J. Fumivall, Esq* 

Of these works the specially dialectal ones are the follow^* 
ing:— 

I. NORTHERN DIALECT. 

1340 ? Hampole's Prose Treatises. 

„ Religious Pieces horn the Thomton^MS. 
1875 Barbour's Bmce. 

1460 ? Ratis Raving ; Scotch Prophecies, &c. (Nos. 42, 43). 
1500 ? Lancelot of the Laik. 
1500? Scotch Poem on Heraldry (in No. YIII) 
1530-50 Sir D. Lyndcsay's Works. 
1549 The Complaynt of Scotlandc. 
1556-68 Wm. Lauder's Works. 

II. MIDLAND DIALECT. 

A. Ead'Midland (a Northern ; b Southern) ; B. Wed Midland, 
A. East Midland ; b Southern Division. 

12th cent. Old English Homilies, Second Series (from the unique 
Trinity MS.), b. 



6 § 2. Our Ten Yeavff Texta elasst by Diatecis and Svhjech. 



13th cent. Bestiary (in ' Old English Miscellany '), 6, 
1260 P Genesis and Exodus, b. 

Fragment on p. 200 of Old English Miscellany, 6. 
1280 P Havelok theDane, b. but originally a, North East Midland. 

B. JTest Midland. 
1330 f HaU Meidenhad. 

Wooing of our Lord, in First Series of Old English Homilies. 
1360 P Early English Alliterative Poems (Lancashire). 

„ Sir Gawayne and the Green Knight (Lancashire). 
1400 P * Cross * extract from the Bodleian MS. of the Cursor Mundi, in 

* Legends of the Holy Rood.' 
1340 ? William and the Werwolf. 
1360 P Qest Hystoriale of the Destruction of Troy (Northern part of 

the West-Midland area). 

in. SOUTHERN DIALECT. 

12th-cent. Lambeth Homilies, in Old English Homilies, First Series. 
1290 P Old Kentish Sermons (in Old English Miscellany, No. 49). 
1300 P Moral Ode, and Poems from the Jesus MS. (in Old Eng. Misc.). 
1340 Dan Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt. 

The rest of our Texts are either uncertain,' or may be said to be in 
that mixt dialect, mainly Midland, slightly Southern, which became, with 
Chaucer, the standard language. 

Thirdly. Arranging the Society's books by Subjects, wo 
find in 



Jiamanee {for Legend we Theology). 

1260 ? Ebg Horn, Floris and Blanche- 
flour. 

1280 ? Havelok the Dane. * 

1360 7 Qest Hystoriale of the Destruc 
tionot Troy (alliterative). 

1360 ! Morte Arthure (MS. 1440), al- 
literative. 
Chevelere Assigne (alliterative). 

1360 Sir Gawayne and the Qrcen 
Knight 
n William of Paleme. 

1375 ? Barbour's Brace, Part I. 

1.390 ? Joseph of Arimathie, or the 
Holy Grail (alliterative). 

1440 Arthur. 

1440 Merlin. 

1440 Oenerydes. 

1500 Lancelot of the Laik. 

1500 Partenay or Lusiguen. 



Manners and Cmto^ne. 

1440 The Knight de la Tour Landry. 
1440-1503 BaB^s Book, Bokes of 

Norture, Kervyiig, Cortasye, 

and Demeanor, &c. 
1460 ? Pilgrims' Sea Vovage (in * Sta- 

cions of Rome'). 
1462 Wright's Chaste Wife.^ 
1478 Caxton's Book of Curtesye. 
1500 ? Beraardus de Cura Kei Famu- 

liaris. 
Raids Raving, and other Pieces. 
1540? Queeue Elizabethes Achademy, 

&c. • 
1265-1550 Accounts of Italian and Ger- 
man Books of Courtesy, by W. 

M. Rossetti, and E. Oswald, 

Esqs. 



* Mr Skeat feels certain that the original of the Alliterative ' Joseph of 
Arimathea' was Northern or Midland, but whioh he cannot say, on aooount of 
the Southern scribe^s alterations of its language and forms* 
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Social and Political Hittory, ' 

1389 English Gilds, their Statutes 

and Customs, &c. 
1399 Richard the Reueles. 
1415 The Crowned King. 
1420 Palladius on Jlusbondrie. 
1440? Political, Religious, and Love 

Poems. 
1500 ? Early Scotch Prophecies (in 

Bemardus). 
1528-53 Supplycacyon of the Beggers, 

Poore Commons, &c. 
1535-50 Lyndesay's Mouarche. 
1535-50 Lyndesay's Satirical Poems. 
1540? StarkeVs England in Henry 

Vllfs time. II. 
1542-7 Andrew Boorde's Introduction 

and Dyetary. 
1549 The Complaynt of Scotlaude. 
1550-1 R.Crowlers 31 Epigrams, Way 

to Wealth, &c. 
1556 Lauder on the Dewtie of Kings. 
1565-92 Awdela/s Vacabondes, and 

Hannan's Ya^boudes. 
1568 Lauder's Minor Poems. 
1616 Times Whistle, &c., by.R. C. 

_PhUo9ophfj and Science, 

1380 ? Chaucer's Boethius. 
1391 Chaucer on the Astrolabe. 
1465 ? Book of Quinte Essence. 



Morals, ThooU^gy and Legends. 

10th cent. K. Alfred's 'Gregory's Pas- 
toral Care '. 

1200 Hali Meidenhad. 

1200-1330 Seinte Marherete, &c. 

1230 Life of St. Juliana (legendary). 

12501300 Early English Homilies, 2 
Smes. 

11-15 cent. Legends of the Holy Rood, 

&C. 

13th cent Old English l^Iiscellany. ^ 
1340 Hampole's English Prose Treat- 

ises. 
1340 Dan Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt 
1350 Genesis and Exodus. 
1360 Early English Alliterative Poems. 
1362-1393 WilBam's Vision of Piers 

Plowman. 3 versions. 
1394 Pierce the Plowman's Crede. ' 
1420 Myrc's Duties of a Parish Priest 
1430 Hymns to the Mrghiand CSuist ; 

the Parliament of DevUs, dec 
Stacions of Rome, &c. 
1530 Oure Ladyes Myroure. 



Grammai\ Criticism, Sc 

1570 Levms's Manipulus Yocabulorum* 
1599 Thynne's Animadversions on 

Speght's Chaucer. 
1617 Hume's Ortho^phie and Con- 

gruitie of the Britan Tongue. 
A.-Saxon to 1874. Mr A. J. Ellis's 

Early English Pronunciation. 



§ 3. Summary and Efectoftlui Society* s Ten-Year^ Work. 
For the History of our Language the Society has produced the 
most important lOth-contury Text, in which Mr Sweet has for 
the first time pointed out the characteristics of Alfred*s Eng- 
lish. For the 1 1th century our Society has been prevented, for 
want of funds, from printing more than two Homilies. For 
the 12th century, in the latter half, it has produced the only 
Texts of the specially Transition Period of our Language, of 
unequalled value for the history of our inflexional formations, 
and for the first time brought to light by the skilled eye and 
hand of the Rev. Dr R. Morris. For the 13th and llth centuries 
the Society has produced a series of most valuable dialectal 
Texts which, under Dr R. Morris's editing, have made far 
clearer than ever before, the three great divisions of our 
dialects, and the subdivisions of each, but specially of the Mid- 
land, the most important of the three. For the 14th, and also 
the later centuries, from the 15th to the early part of the 17thj 
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the Society has produced a very large number of excellent 
Texts in the standard language^ at and after the period of its 
formation, together with the earliest English ryming diction- 
ary, a Grammar of James I's time, and Mr Alexander J. Ellis's 
masterly treatise on the pronunciation of our language, from 
Anglo-Saxon to Victorian times, '^ Early English Pronuncia- 
tion, ¥rith especial reference to Chaucer and Shakespere/' It 
can be truly said that no other Society like* ours has ever been 
able to do so much for the History of English, as our Early 
English Text Society has. 

If we turn to the Lives of our Forefathers, the Books they 
read, the Societies they belonged to, the "Ways they had, the 
Beliefs they cherisht, the Superstitions they clung to, the 
Evils that beset them, the same, fact stares one in the face ; 
the Early English Text Society have produced a set of Texts 
that can challenge comparison with those of any other Society ; 
they know that their own cannot be beaten. For Story, take 
Havelok, Arthur, Merlin, Lancelot, Qawayno, King Horn, 
Troy-book, William of Paleme, Partenay ; for Society, take 
our English Gilds, William's * Vision of Piers Plowman ' (in 
Mr Skeat^s noble edition). Political Poems, Lyndesay's scath- 
ing satires, Lauder's Poems, Starkey's England, Andrew 
Boorde's picture of the England and Europe of his time, 
Awdelay, Harman, Crowley, &c. : for Ways of Women and 
Men, the curious pictures of the Babees Book, John Russell, 
Hugh Rhodes, Ratis Raving, Times' Wliistle, &c. ; for Faith 
and Superstition, the long series of theological Texts the 
Society has publisht ; and let us all be glad that we have 
had time and power to do so much. Not only has our So- 
ciety produced its own fine series of Texts ; but it has also 
^ven birth to other Societies, whose publications are carry- 
ing out its purpose in other directions ; to other books that 
brmg its teaching within the roach of every student and boy 
in the British Empire, the United States, Germany, and 
Austria. From the Early English Text Society sprang, in 
1867, its own Extra Series; in 1868, the printing of the 
Percy ^ Folio MS. ; the Chaucer Society, the Ballad Society, 
the Spenser Society, and the Roxburghe Library; in 1871 
the Hunterian Club; in 1873 the Palaeographical Society, the 
English Dialect Society, and the New Shakspere Society. 
Prom the Early English Text Society, by members of it, 
have also gone forth, in 1866, Dr Richard Morris's Aldine 
edition of ^Chaucer's Poetical Works'; in 1867 his Claren- 
don-Press ^ Selections from Chaucer ' (now in its 3rd edition) ; 
in 1867 his 'Specimens of Early English' (vol. 1 now in its 
2nd edition; vol. 2 now in its 3rd) ; in 1869 his Globe edi- 
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tion of 'Spenser's Works'; in 1872 his 'Historical Acci- 
dence of the English Language ' ; in 1870 Mr Skeat*s ' Vision 
of William concerning Piers the Plowman ' (for the Clarendon 
Press); in 1871 his 'Specimens of English Literature a.d. 
1394-1597'; in 1872 his 4-Text edition of St Mark (two 
texts Anglo-Saxoii, two Early English, for the Cambridge 
Press); in 1871 Mr Earle's 'Philology of the English Lan- 
guage ' ; in 1873 Mr Kington Oliphant's ' Sources of Standard 
English'; in 1871-3 Dr Stratmann's 'Old English Dic- 
tionary of the 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th ^nturies'; in 
1871 his edition of 'The Owl and Nightingale'; in 1871 Dr 
Matzner's ' Altenglische Sprachproben ' ; and hi 1873 his 
' Worterbuch,' Part 1 ; in 1873 Dr Mall's edition of ' The 
Harrowing of Hell ' ; Dr Zupitza's ' Altonglisches Uebungs- 
buch,' &c. Truly the effect of the Society's work is a thing 
for every Englishman to rejoice over. As a * Leader ' in the 
Dally News, of Nov. 20, 1873, on the Director's appeal 
for money-help to the Early English Text Society, says, 
oui» Society " has wiped away, as Mr Furnivall proudly 
boasts, the old well-deserved reproach of indifference to the 
sources of our o\vn language ; it has stirred up the study of 
Enghsh historically ; it makes possible a knowledge of the 
language ; it makes accessible the most valuable documents 
of that history ; and it shows how, in the teeth of ignorance, 
civil war, and obstacles of all kinds, literature, that is, the 
power of expression, went on growing, now slowly, now 
quickly, putting forth in this direction and that, tiny tendrils 
which were destined to grow in time into groat branches, 
laden with the fruits of labour and genius. No single form 
of literature springs suddenly into existence, and the old 
familiar phrases, such as that which used to describe Chauceb 
as the Father of English Poetry, have to be abandoned alto- 
gether, or used in a modified sense. 

" But the Society has yet other claims upon us, in addition 
to those which appeal chiefly to students of literature. It 
is to such works as are issued under its auspices that wo 
must look, far more than to the State records, for the social 
history of the country. In the ' Babees Boke,' the ' Boko of 
Norture,' the ' Boke of Carving,' the statutes of the English 
Guilds, and the ' Supplycacyon of the Beggars,* we may read 
the very mind of our forefathers, the way in which they 
regarded the common duties and responsibilities wluch make 
up every-day life, their methods of making existence comfort- 
able, gentle, easy, and cultured, their way of dress, their pro- 
tection and advancement of the arts ; how they ate, drank, 
talked, and slept. And if there linger among us any relics 
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of^tliat most ancient religion, the worship of ancestors, Mr 
Furnivall's appeal for help should touch us there. But, 
indeed, his Society is doing so great a work for all the English- 
speaking race on both sides of the Atlantic, that its claims 
reach higher than mere pride or patriotism/* ' 

§ 4. why then has our Society, which has done so much, 
need to ask urgently for more money, for a continuous supply 
of fresh Members and Funds ? Simply because it luis done so 
much, and wants to do much more. The material it has 
supplied to scholars has been quickly condensed and arranged 
for the use of all readers, by Dr Bichard Morris, Mr Skeat, 
Mr Murray, Mr A. J. Ellis, Mr Earle, and Mr Kington 
Oliphant, here ; by Dr Btratmann, Dr Sturzen Becker, Drs 
Matzner and Goldbeck, Dr Mall, Dr Horstmann, Dr Zupitza, 
on the Continent ; by the late lamented Prof. Hadley, Prof. 
March, Prof. Whitney, Prof. Child, and others, in America. 
The Committ^ have always been eager to put in print the 
utmost amount of MS. every year. Sharing that eagerness, 
and relying on the payment of arrears which ought to have 
come in, bnt did not, the Director authorized the issue of more 
l^exts to the subscribers to the Original Series than those sub- 
scribers had paid for. He was therefore obliged to strive to 
make up the deficiency by an Extra Fund, which the Duke of 
Manchester was kind enough, with his unfailing good-will 
towards the Society, to head, and which was meant to raise 
£200, but had only brought-in the sum of £90, Vis, by the 31sfc 
of December, 1873. Still the balance is needed. We want 
all the money that can possibly be got. And the Committee 
trust that every Member will tiy to give or get a donation to 
the ^Duke of Manchester's Commemoration Fund,' in aid of 
the Society. Many people who are not Members of the So- 
ciety might be induced to subscribe to the Fund, if Members 
would but explain to their friends and acquaintances the pur- 
pose, nature, and extent of the Society's work. The following 
donations and promises have been received : — 

SUBSCRIBERS TO TIIE DUKE OF MANCHESTER'S COMMEIilOR. 

ATION FUND, TO SIst Ja5Cary, 1874. « 

His Grace tlie Duke of Manchester . . 
His Grace the Duke of Devonshire . . 
The Most Noble the Marquis of Ripoii 
The Rev. W. H. Thompson, D.D., Master 

Trinity CoII^e, Cambridge 
Richard Jolmson, Esq. 
A Friend . . 
J. S. B 

Prof! F. J . Child. Harvard 
Triibner h Co., Messrs 
a Ohilds, Esq. 
John Lister, Esq. . . 
Cornelius Payne, Esq. 
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William Euing, Esq., Glasgow' 

€k)L Thos. Brooke . . • . . 

Professor Henry Morlev • . . 

Thos. Hmrhes, Esq., M.P. . . 

J. L. Tranbrd, £sq. 

W. G. Stone, Esq. 

K 8. Turner, Esq. 

Robert While. Esq. 

F. J. Fumivail, Esq. 

The Rev. £. Thring 

F. Harris^ Esq. . . 

A. MacmiUan, Esq. 

Prof. A. W. WMd 

The Rev. E. A. Abbott, D.D. 

Dr Ernest Adams 

Miss A. M. Richardson 

Prof. Joseph Payne 

Mr Bumpiis 

The Rev. Wm. Williamson 

The Rev. Canon Toole 

Edwin Lloyd, Esq. 

J. Oakey, Jr., Esq. 

Rev. H. 8. Wilcocks 

J. W. Hales, Esq. 

U. Candler, Esq. 



§ 5. Shdch of the Society^ 8 Second Ten-Years* Work. Wo 
have, may be, done from a fourth to a third of our work. 
At any rate we give a sketch of that which lies at once before 
ns, just to show what our Editors can and will produce if our 
Members will find them money enough, and what will, if 
printed, probably leave only a Third like Ten- Years' Work to 
finish the task the Society has set itself, the printing of the 
whole of the uuprinted MSS. of Early English : ^ — 

1874. 
Alliterative Troy-Book, Part II. Bede's Day of Doom, S:c. 
Four-Text Cursor JJundi^ Part I. Thomas of Ercildoun*s Rymes and 
BlickKng Homilies, Pt I now ready. rrophecies. 
Palladius, Part II. Generydes, Part II. 

Merlin, Part IV. 

1875. 
Four-Text Cursor Mundi, Part II. The Pystil of Swete Susauc. 
Blickling Homilies, Part II. Lyndesay, Part VI. 

Lay Folks* Mass-Book. Gospel of Nichodcnius. 

Piers Plowman Notes, Part I. Maydcnston's Poems. 

* It would be difficult to estimate the value of the work in which the 
Early English Text Society has been enffaged for several years past. . . . 
We rejoice to see that they have resolved not to rest satisfied till English- 
men will be able to say of their early literature what the Germans can now 
say of theirs : * Every work of it 's printed, and every word of it 's glossed.* 
It is a noble resolve, and one which it is the duty of every student of the 
language, and every one deriving pleasure from its'literature, to lend a help- 
ing hand to encourage— W. W. Tulloch m Bel^ravia, March, 1871, p. 118. 
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1876. 

Four-Text Ounar Mundi, Part III. Charlemagne Eomances^ I : Sir 
Piers Plowman Notes, Part II. Ferumbras. 

Old English Homilies, III. JElfric's Metrical Homilies. 
Cato^s Morals. 

1877. 
Four-Text Cursor Mundi, Part IV. Catholicon Anglicum. 
Charlemagne Bomauces, Part II. Psalters, Anglo-Saxon and Early 
The Legend of Tpotis. English. 

The Eule of St Benet (5 Texts). Gawaine Poems. 

1878. 

Troy - Book (Bodleian I^ibraiy), Meditacions on the Lord's Supper 
Part I. (perhaps by Robert of Brunne). 

Awdelay's Poems. Barbour's Lives of Saints, I. 

Shorehcun's Psalms. Anglo-Saxon Homilies, I. 

1879. 

Troy-Book (Bodleian), Part II. Vernon MS. Poems, I. 

Barbour's Lives of Saints, IL The Siege of Jerusalem. 

Guy of Warwick, I (Caius Coll., Anglo-Saxon Homilies, IL 

Cambi:., and Auchinleck MSS,). Elutherius (Mr Wynne's MS.). 

1880. 

(juy of Warwick, IL Vernon MS. Poems, II. 

Jon the Gardener, &c. William of Nassingtou. 

Northern Version of DeGuileville. Anglo-Saxon Homilies, III. 

1881. 

Barbour's Troy-Book. / Lives of Saints, Southern, I. 

Hampole's Psalms. Anglo-Saxon Orosius. 

Vernon MS. Treatises. Early English Psalters. 

1882. 

Lives of Saiuts, IL Peter Idle's Poems. 

Adam Davie's Poems. Anglo-Saxon Homilies, IV. 

Siege of Jerusalem. Anonymous Poems. 

1883. 

Lives of Saints, IIL A Troy-Book. 

George Ashby's Active P6licy of a Anglo-Saxon Miscellanies. 

Prince. Bonavcnture's Life of Christ eng- 
Vegecius of Knyghthood and Chy u- lislit. 

alrie. The llule of the Moon, &c. 

Then Hampole's other version of his Prick of Conscience, Mr Small's 
' Metrical Homilies ' MS., Trevisa's Glanvillc, Myrc's Liber Festivalis, 
E. E. Homilies, MSS. on Cookery, Medicine, Alchemy, Astrology, and 
Superstitions; Mandeville, Hocdeve, Lydgate, Verse DeGuilevUle, Lone- 



§ 6. Sketch of our Second Ten- Tears' Work. 13 

lich's ' Merlin,' the unprinted Alexander Bomances (in MS. in Scotland), 
Lord Bath's Early English unprinted MSS. (if he will give us leave). 
Then we have two or four texts of the Ancren Riwie to print, Wyclifs 
Testaments and unprinted works, so as to complete a uniform 8vo edition 
of the whole of Early English Literature to Caxton's time. 

EXTRA SERIES. 

1874. 

Lonelich*s History of the Holy Ellis's Early English Pronuucia- 

Grail, Part I. tion, IV. 

Barbour's Bruce, Part II. Brinklow's Tracts on London, &c. 

1875. 

Lonelich's History of the Holy Starkey's Description of England 

Grail, Part IL to Hen. VIII., Part II. 

Alexander Bomances^ I. 

1876. 

Lonelich's Histoiy of the Holy Early English Pronunciation, V. 
Grail, III. Alexander Bomances, II. 

1877. 

Arthonr and Merlin (from th6 Alexander Bomances, III. 
Affleck MS.). Early Holy-Land tracts. 

1878. 
Le Morte Arthur, &c. The Duke of Orleans's Poems. 

The Douce MerUn, &c. 

1879. 

Auchinleck MS. Bomances, I. : Gesta Bomanorum. 

Sir Bevis of Hamtoun, &c. 

1880. 

Auchinleck MS.'BomanceS/ II. : Book of Noblesse. 
Sire 'Degarr^,' &c. 

1881. 

Partenope of Blois ; with * Perti- Bokenam's Ly vys of Seyntys. 
nope,' Northumberland Household Book 

1882. 

Bitson's Bomances. Early Education and Grammar tracts. 

1883. 

Bomances ftom the Lincoln's Inn Caxton's Curial, and Book of Good 
MS. 150. Manners. 

§ 6. Difficidty of meeting Subscribers* opposing Wishes, 
ComplaintB of two opposite kinds as to our Texts have reacht 
the Committee's ears. One comes from the workers, the 
Btadents^ who echo Mr Eangton-Oliphant's words in his Sources 
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of Standard English, p. 320,, note, '^I wish they^ [the Com- 
mittee] would print more works written before 1400, and fewer 
works written^ after that year/' With this wish the Committee 
heartily sympathize, and would be only too glad if they dared 
gratify it. Nothing would have pleased them better than to 
have begun at the earliest Anglo-Saxon MS., and printed 
everything steadily in order. But the other oomplamt has 
warned them that such a course would have halved or thirded 
the number of our subscribers ; and the late decrease in the 
Society's list of members since the earliest Texts have in- 
creast in number, has shown the necessity of restoring, if 
possible, the original proportion between later and easier 
Texts — often more attractive in subject — and the earlier and 
harder ones, which are, with rare exceptions, theological and 
dull, though of extreme interest in point of language. The 
Committee live in hope that the feeling of duty to the Society 
and to its purpose will more and more make members willing 
to "help it, though they themselves happen to feel no special 
interest in any one year's Texts ; meantime the Committee 
will try their best to meet the wishes and tastes of the bulk of 
the Society's Members, whose forbearance they crave in this 
diflScult task, and whom they remind that interesting inedited 
MSS. of Romance and Adventure, of social Life, and Fun, 
are rare indeed, and grow rarer year by year. But the one 
great fact remains, that till all our early MSS. are printed, 
the History of the English Language cannot be fully known, 
the Society's work cannot come to an end. 



The Puhlications for 1874 will he chosen from: — 

66. The G«rt HTttoxisle of the Deetraotion of Troy, translated firoin OXTIDO DB COLOWA, 
in alliterative verse ; edited ftrom the unioue MS. In the Hnnterian Museum, Glas- 

Sw, by D. Donaldson, Ksq., aud the late Itev. G. A. Pamtox. Part II. 10«. ed. 
e Early English Version of the '* Cursor Xnndi" ; in four Texts, fh)m MS. Cotton. 
Vesp. A. iii. in the BHtish Museum: Fairfiix MS. U in the Bodleian; the Gdttingen 
MS. theol. 107 ; MS. R. 3. 8 in Trinity College, Cambridge ; ed. by Bcv. E. Moehis, 
LL.D. Part I, with 2 photolithographic flkcsimiles by Coo)Le & Fotheringliam. lOt. OcT. 

68. The Bliokling Homilies, edited nrom the Marouis of Lothian's Anglo-Saxon MS. of 
971 A.D., by the Rev. R. MoBSis. LL.D. (Witn aphotolithograph.) Part I. 8«. 

Palladios on Husbondrie, englisht (ab.^ 1420 A.D.), edited from the unique MS. in Col- 
chester Castle, by the Rev. Babton Lqdob, M. A. Part II. [/» the Presa. 

Be Domes Bmo, fto., short Anglo-Saxon Poems : ed. Rev. J. R. Luuby. [/» the Press* 

The Lay FoUTs Mass-Book, four texts, edited from the MSS. by the Rev. T. F. Simmoms, 
Canon of York. [/n ths Press. 

Oonerydes, a Ronumce. edited from the unique MS., ah. 1410 aj>., in Trin. Coll. Cam- 
bridge, by W. AiJ>i8 Wbioht, Esq., M.A., IVin. Coll. Cambr. Part II. [/» the Press. 

Thomas of Eroildoun, his B^es and Prophecies ; edited from all th6 extant MSS. by 
Jambs A. H. Mubbat, Esq. [/n the Press. 

Merlin, Part IV., containing Preihce, Index, and Glossary. Ed. by H. B. Whbatlet, Esq. 



The Publications for 1874 (Extra Series) tcill probably be : — 

XX. LeneUoh's mstonr of the Holy Orsil (ab. 1460 AJ>.), translated from the French 

nrote of Sires Robien de Borron, re-edited from the unique MS. in Corpus ChrisU 

Coll. Cambridge, by F. J. Fubititaix, Esq., M.A. Fart I. Is. 
Baxly Bngliah Fronuaoifition, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, by A. J. 

Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. PartlV. \^At Press. 

Baihour's Bruoa, Part II., edited from the MSS. and etrly printed editioni by the Rev. W. 

W.8kbat,MJL iJt Press. 



OBIGINAIi SERTES {One guinea a year). 

The PuhlieatioMfor 1864 (21#.) ar^ :— 

1. Eariy Sta^Uik AllitentiM Poems, ab. 1800 A.D., ed. B. Morrb. 10«. 

2. Aitlnirrab. 1440. ed. F. J. FurniTftll. 4«. 

S. iMidareatheBewtieofXyBciStfto., 155e, ed. F. Hall. 49. 

4, Sir Oamijiie and fha Oreea uiglit, ab. 18G0» ed. &. Morris. 10«. 

27fc<» Puhlieationt for 1865 (2U.) ar* : — 
' S. Hois's OrthooapUe and Oanfraitie of the Britan TongtM, ab. 1617, od. H. B. Wbeatley. 4$. 
t. Laaeelot of fha Laik, ab. 1600. ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. &r. 

7. Ocaesis and Ssodns, ab. 12^. ed. R. Morris. (Reprintinff.) 

8. Hoacta Axthore, ab. 1440, ed. B. Brock. Is. 

9. TliyBae on Ohanoer's Works, ab. 1598. ed. Dr Kingsley. 

10. Martin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 

11. bndassj's Moaareha^Jbe., 1552, Part I., ed. F. Hall. 

IX Tha Wni^f 8 Ohaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. FumiTall. la. 

The PfihlicatioM for 1866, out of prints are : — 

IS. BaiBts MszliMrata, 1200-1330, ed. Rer. O. Cockayne. 
14. EBf Hon, Fioria and Blaaeheflonr, Ike., ed. Rev. J. R. Lumby. 
1ft. FoBtisal, XalfaKloas, and Lore Pooma, ed. F. J. Funiivall. 
1ft. Tba Boak of ^dnts Essenoe. ab. 1460-70, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 

17. PaiallilBKtraoUfrafls 18 MBS. of Piers Om Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat 

18. BUi Msidanhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cocksyne. 

19. ^dsisy*s MomsToho, te,. Part II., ed. F. Hall. 

90. Mampals^s BafUsh Pxoea Treatiaea, ad. Rev. G. Q. Perry. 
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80. Pisroo the Pkfwman's Otada, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 2t. 
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89. Tha ADKeratlvo Bomaaea of the Po s traoUou of Troy, translated firom Guido de Colonna. 
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English translation, by Hcniy Sweet, Esq., of Balliol College, Oxford. Pbrt I. 10s. 
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40. Legendt of the Holy Bood, Symboli of the Paacioa tnd GroM. PoemB in Old English of the 11th, 
Uth, Mid 15th centurief). Edited ft^m MSS. by Rev. R. Morrit. LL J). 10«. 
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60. Xing Alfred's West-Saxon Version of Gregoiy's Pastoral Gaze, edited from 2 MSB., with an 
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61. The Life of 8t Juliana, 2 versions, with translations ; edited from the MSS. by the Rev. T. 
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of the FtstoM) ; and The Crowned King ; edited by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M JL. 18s. 

65. OenoTdes, a Romapco, edited from the unique MS., ab. 1440 A.D., in Trin. Coll. Cambridge, 
by W. ALDI8 W&iGHT, Esq., MJL, Trin. CoU. Cambr. Part I. 8«. 
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£ms,F^S. Parti. lOs. 
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Libr. ; 2. the Oriel MS. 79 ; 3, the Balliol MS. 354. Ed. by F. J. Fumivall. Esq., M.A. 6«. 

IV. Havelok the Dane. Re-cdited fh>m the unique MS. by the Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A., with 
the sanction and aid of the original editor, Sir Frederic Madden. 10s. 

V. Chauoer's Boethius. Edited from the two best MSS. by R. Morris, LL.D. 12s. 

VI. Chevelere Assigns. Re-edited from the unique MS. by H. H. Gibbs, Esq. 3s. 
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Vn. Early Enriish Pronunciatioa, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, by A. J. 

Ellis, F.RS. Part IL 10s. 

Vm. Qneene Elisabethes Aohadsmy, a Book of Preoedence, fto. Edited by F. J. Fumivbll, Esq., 
with Essays on early Italian and German Books of Courtesy, by W. M. Rossetti, Esq., and 

E. Oswald, Esq. . 13s. 

IZ. Awdeley's I^nlemitye of Vaeabendes, Haman*s Caveat, fto. Edited by E. Viles, Esq., and 

F. J. Fumivall, Esq. 7». 6A 
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Z. Andrew Boorde's Introdnotion of Knowledge, 1647. and Dyetarv of Helta, 1642 ; with Barnes in 

the Defence of the Berde, 1548-3. Edited, with a Life of BOORDE, and an account of his Works, 

\yj F. J. Fumivall, M.A. 18s. 
XI. Barbour's Brooe, Part I. Edited from the MSS. and early printed editions, by the Rev. 

W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12s. 
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zn. England in Henry Vin.*s Time : a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole and Lujpset, mainly on 
the Condition of England, written by Thonuis Starkey, Chaplahi to Henry VIII. Edited by 
J. M. Cowpcr, Esq. Part II. 12s. (Part I^ SfarkefTs Life and Letters, is in preparation!) 

Zm. A Bupplyoaoyod of the Beggers, by Simon Fish, 1628-9 A.D., edited by F. J. Fumivall, M.A.: 
with A Supplication to our Soste Soueraigne Lorde ; A Supplication of the Poore Commons ; and 
The Decaye of England by the Great Koltttade of Sheep, edited by J. M. Cowper, Esq. 6s. 

XXV. Early En^ish Pronunciation, with esp(^dal reference to Shakspere and Chaucer, by A. J. 
Ellis, Esq., F.RS. Part IIL 10s. 
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ZV. Robert Crowley's Thii^-one Epigrams, Voyoe of The Last Trumpet, Way to Wealth, kc, 1660-1 

A.D., edited by J. M. Co>vper, Em. 12s. 
ZVL Chauoer's Treatise on the Astrolabe, 1391 A.D. Ed. from MSS. by Rev. W. Skeat, M.A. 10s. 
ZVn. The Complapt of Bootlande, 1540 a. p., with an Appendix of four Contemporary English 

Tracts, edited by J. A. H. Murray, Esq. Part I. 10». 
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ZVm. The Oomplaynt of Beoflaade, 1649 AD., with an Appendix of four coi^temporary English 
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C. Ottxe Ladyes Hyroure, a.d. 1680, edited by the Rev. J. H. Bluht, M. A., with four fUll-pago 

photolithographic fttcslDiiles by Cooke and Fotheriugham. 24ff. 



WHEN JOSEPH WENT MERRY-MAKING, HE TOOK HIS SONS AND DAUGHTERS, MART 721 
AND HER SISTER, AND JESDS WITH HIM ; THET DID NOTHING WITHOUT JESUS. 



A nedder spient vto of ])e sand, 
And stanged lame in his right hand. 
For he was hurt ful selli sare 12529 
Renli gan he cri and rare, 
Blonand in a littill wa]), [coi. i] 

]?at al-mast bigan he to di]) ; 12532 
For bittemes he dune hi[m] kid 
And ofte-syde, " wailewai ! " he said, 
** Mi hand es stanged sare selli ! *' 
Quen iemta herd ^is reuful cri 
y&t piB wreche iames made, 12537 
Till him he jode widvten bade, 
And did he him nano])6r gin 
£ot hent his hand and blev ])ar-in. 
Keland he made al hal his hand, 
And dede ])e worm biside pel fand. 



A nedder sprong out of fe sond 
And stong lame in his ri3t bond 
He was hurt selly sore 
Ruly he gan to crie & rore 
He swal so faste & wondirly 
Jjat almest bigon he for to dy 
For bitturnes doun he him leide 
And of te weileway he seide 
Myn bond is stongen bitturly 
When/ie ihe«u herde his reuful cry 
pat pis wrecche lames made 
To him he 3ede wif outen abade 
Dud he fere noon of ere gyn 
But hent his bond & blew f erin 
So he made al hool his bond 
Deed bisyde f e worm f oi fond 



[Hoto the light of heaven 

Ay quen ioseph was won to wend, 
Til ani waiting wid sum freind, 
His sunnes war ay wid him bone, 
lame, ioseph, iude, and symiun. 12546 
wid him come als his doghters tua, 
Mari wid ie^t^ come alsua. 
And wid hir maii cliophe, 
fat an was of f e sistris thre, 12550 
(For vr leued had sistris tuin, 
fat i sal sif in make of min). 
Quen f is meigne was gedrid samen. 
All fai wanted fair gastli gamene, 
Til fat ieaua was comen in place 
To giue f aim blissing of his face, 
For ar fat he wid f aim war sett, 
Noufir wild fai drinc ne ett, 12558 
40 gOttinqbn 



shone on Jesus asleep^ 

IF whenne* Joseph was wont to wendo 
To gestenyng wif any frende 
His sones went wif him boun 
lame Joseph Iude & symeoun 
WttA him went als his dou3tres two 
Marye wif ihe«w coom also 
And wif hir mary cleophe 
Jjat oon was of f o sistres f re 
Two sistres had oure lady we fynde 
As wo shul aftir make mynde 
whenne f is meyno was gedered samen 
Alle hem wantud goostly gamen 
Til iheflu was comen in place 
To 3iue him blessyng of his face 
Ar he wif hem were set in sete 
wolde f ei nouf er drynke nor ete 

TRINITY 




722 HIS FRIENDS WAITED FOR HIS BLESSINQ ON FOOD AND DRINK, THEY HELD 
HIS LIFE BEFORE THEM AS A OANDLE. OOD's LIGHT SHONE ON HIM ASLEEP. 



Xe brek fair brede, ne tast fair mes 
Til he war cummen til fair des, 
And til him-seluen war on stad 
And wit beniscuT? faim badd, 12562 
And if he war fra hame fat tide, 
Til fat he com all suld f ai bide. 
And qMen he suld to manscip ga, 
Maria, losep, his bref er al sua, — 
losep suns i neuend faim ar, — 12567 
All f ai felascip him bar. 
fir men held hijs lijf dai a.nd night 
Befor fam als a candel bright, 12570 
f ai him luuod and doted ai. 
And qiier he sleped, night or dai, 
f e clemes self o godds light 
Schan on him, na sun sa bright, 
f e soth it es als i yow sai, [ooi. t] 

We find on-slep far her he lai. 12576 



IF fir are f e bam-hedes fat i tald 

Dun ar he was tueluo yeir alld ; 

Bot nu sum fan sal yee here 12579 

lie did qiievL he was of tuelue yero, 

Als lucas vs sais f e gospelere, 

fat wittnes lei es wont at bere. 12582 

In ientsalem, fat hei cite. 

At a fest was a gret semble. 

All fe godmen com fat dai, 

Maria and iosep war not a-wai, 1 2586 

fair frendes wit fam f ider soght, 

And yong iesum wit faim f ai broght. 

Ai quils f is fest was lastand, 

In fe tun war fai duelland. 12590 

COTTON 



ne breke f aire brede ne tast faire mese 

til he ware commyn yn-to faire dese 

& tille him-seluen ware on stad. 

& wif his benisoun ham alle bad. 

& if he ware fra ham fat tide. 

til atte he come alle sulde bide. 

& quen he sulde to manshepe ga. 

mari loseph his bref er al-squa. 

& loseph sones I. neuened jou are. 

alle fai felawshepe him -bare. 

he helde faire life day & nijt. 

als hit ware a candel bri3t. 

f es men him loued & douted ay 

& quef cr he sleppcd nijt or day. 

f e clemes euer of goddis li3t. 

shane on him na sunne sa bri3t. 

[^The sothe yt is as I you say 

We ffynd on slepe he lay] ^ ms!416.T* 

how ihe«us disputed wif f e doc- 
tours. 

I^er ar f e bamehede fat I. taldo 
-• done or he was xij. 3ere aide. 
P Now of som shulle ye here 
Done when he was of xij yere] 
as luke vs sais f e gospeler 
fat witnes nane bot lele wille bere 
In ierw^alcm atte fat hey cite, 
atte a feste was grete semble. 
al godemen come fat day. 
mary & loseph was no3t a-way. 
faire frendis wif ham f idder S03t. 
& 3onge ihe*u wif ham fai bro3t. 
IF ay quilest f is feste was lastande 
in f is touTi ware fai dwelland. 

FAIRFAX 



THINGS WEBB DONE BEFORE JB8U8 WAS 12. WHEN HE WAS 12, LUKE TELLS 723 
SHE WAS A FEAST IN JERUSALEM, TO WHICH JOSEPH, MART, AND JESUS WENT. 



3ke ])air bred, ne last pax mes, 
war comen to fair des, 
ill him seluen war on stadd 
rid benisun faim badd, 12562 
r he war fra hame fat tide, 
it he come all suld pai bide, 
[uen he suld to metschip ga, 
ind ioseph, his brefir alsua, — 
I suns I neuend 3U are, — 12567 
ai felanschip him bare, 
len helde he lijf dai and night, 
|Kum als a candel bright, ^^\f ^^' 
n lened and duted ay, 12571 
[uare he slepe, night or day, 
renes self of goddes light 
e on him, na snnne so bright, 
li it es als i 3U say, 
i fat here onnalepe ho lay. 12576 



^Ny breke her breed nor mes taste 
Til he were to hem comen in haste 
And til he were among hem lad- 
And wi)> benesoun hem bad puiif78,bk] 
If he were fro home fat tide 
Til he coom al shnlde abide 
whenne he shulde to meteship go 
Marie Joseph his hreper also 
losephis sones as I seide ore 
Alle felowshipe him bore 
f e folke him helde day & ny^t 
Bifore hem as a candel bri3t 
)}ei him loued & douted ay 
And where he slepte ny^t or day 
\)e clerenes of goddes li3t 
Shone on him no sonrze so bri^t 
)}e sof e hit is as I 30U say 
we fynde on slepe he lay 



[Clirist disputes with the 

r his barnhedes fat i tald 
er he was tuelue 3ere aid ; 
11 of sum fan sal 36 here 
1 quen he was tuelue 3 ere, 
ca vs sais, fe godspeller, 12581 
tnes lele es wont to bore. 
usalem, fat hij cite, [■ ms. hat sir] 
est was gret semble, 
e god men come fat day, 12585 
ind ioseph war noght a-way, 
eindes wid f aim f ider soght, 
ung iesiis wid f aim f ai broght. 
ilis f is feste it was lastand 
tone war fai deuelland. 12590 

OdTTINGEN 



Doctors in the Ternple.] 

IF Mony are his childehedes I of tolde 

Done ar he were twelue 3eer olde 

Now of sommo shul 30 here 

Done whenwe he was of twelue 3ere 

As luk seif vs f e gospellere 

])at trewe witenes is wont to here 

In ierusalem fat he3e cite 

At a feest was greet semble 

Alle f e gode men coom fat day 

Marie & Ioseph were not away 

Her frendes wif hem f ider sou3t 

3ong ihe^ wif hem f ei brou3t 

Whil f is feest was lastonde 

Euer were f ei fere dwellonde 

TRINITY 



724 IN GOING HOME JESUS WAS FORGOTTEN, HE TURNED INTO THE JEWS* SCHOOL AND 
DISPUTED WITH THE MASTERS, ASTONISHING ALL. MARY RETURNED TO SEEK HDf ; 



Quen it was don, hamward f ai wewt, 
For-gat iesum wit-vten tent, 12592 
For at fe vte-cuming o fe yatte 
lie turnd again, J^ai him for-gat ; 
Vn-to f e lues scole be yede, 
And loked on bokcs o fair lede, 
Desputand tuix faim he satt, 12597 
And j)ai him asked mani-quat. 
All fat in f e scole war stadd, 
For ferli of his wiit war madd 
fis child fat was sa yung, 12601 
Gain his resun had naman tung. 
Wit fe grct maisters fer he bade 
Til maria had hir iome made, 12604 
fan at f e first on him thoght sco, 
Bot SCO wist neuer quat for to do. 
Vnqa^mli was f ai can him qt^ain, 
Joseph and maria turnd a-gain 12608 
To seke him, fare his freindes wit. 
Oner all a-bute fan in far kyth ; 
Sua lang a-bute fan had mari gan 
fat weri was sco bath lith and ban. 
And far-for right na forli war, 12613 
f of fat hir hert war gloppend sar. 
Sco com vn-til a scole gangand, 
A gret gadiring f ar-in sco fand 
fe maisters o fe lagh, 12617 

Wit f aim if'^m sco sittand sagh, 
f e best maisters o f e tun 
Ho gaf faim rede all resun. 12620 
fan said his moder til him fus, 2Sl n*^' 
" Leue sun, qui has f ou gloppend hus 1 
f i fa<ler and i has mani wais 
Soght fe abute this thre dais 12624 
Wit held hert and druppand chere. 
Qui did f ou fus mi leif and dere 1 " 

COTTON 



quen hit was done hamwarJ f ai went 
& to ihe^u toke nane entent. 
for atte f e outecoTwming* of f • ^ate. 
he turned a-gayne f ai him for^te 
vn-to f e iewes scole he 3ede. 
Ss lokid on bokis of f aire lede. 
desputande with f e maistres he satte 
& f ai him asked many quat. 
alle fat in fat scole was stad. 
f e best clerkis ware maste mad. 
of f is childe fat was so 3onge. 
agayne his resoun had na man tong* 
wif f e maist/is fus he bade, 
til man had hir iournay made, 
fen atte first on him f 03t ho. 
bot ho wiste neuer quat for to do. 
bot ccrtis hit is no3t to layne. 
losepfe & mari went a-gayne« 
to seke him fare his frendis wif. 
ouer alle a-boute ha?n in f aire kif . 
IF Squa lange a-boute had mari gano. 
fat wiry was ho lif & bane. 
& far-fore rijt na ferli ware, 
if hir hert ware gloppened sare. 
ho come in-tille a scole gangande 
a grete geddering* f er-in ho fande. 
of grete maistris of fat lagfe. 
& wif ham setande ihe^us ho sagB. 
f e best maister of alle fat touTi. 
he ham ansquared wif gode resou?i. 
IF fen saide his moder til him fus 
leue sone quy has f ou gloppened yb. 
f i fader & I. as many way. 
803t f e a-boute f is lange day. 
wif heuy hert & droupande chore, 
quy dide fou fus my sone dere. 

FAIRFAX 



SHE LOOKED ABOUT, WEART AND FRIGHTENED, TILL SHE FOUND HIK BITTING 725 
WITH A GATHERING OF THE BEST MASTERS OF THE TOWN ; SHE REPROACHED HIM. 



Quen it was done hame ^ai went, 
And foigat iegus widvten tent, 12592 
For at pe ytecoming of pe jate. 
He tamed again, ]>ai him forgate. 
vnto pe juus folk he 3ede, 
And loked on bokes of J)air lede, 
Desputand tuix ])aim he satt, 12597 
And pai him ansuerd maniquatt. 
Alle ^at in pat folk war stadd^ 
For farU of his wit war madd, 
Of )ns child pat was sua ^owtg 12601 
Again his resun had namaii tong. 
wid ^e grete maistris pxis he badd 
Till mari had hir iomai made, 12604 
^an at pe frist on him toght scho, 
Bot wist scho neuer quat to do. [icoi.t] 
^ vnqueinteli was ])ai gun hi7>i quaine, 
loseph and mari paim turned againe 
To sek him, par his freindes wid, 
Ouer-alle aboute paim in ^at kid. 
Sua lang a-boute had mari gane 12611 
]»t weri was scho, lith and bane, 
And Jratr-of na ferli if it ware, 
If hir hert was glopend sare. 12614 
Scho come into a skole gangand, 
A gret gedering pai-ia scho fand 
Of maiBtris of ]>air lawe, 
wid ]>aim scho iesus sittand sawe, 
pe best maistris of ^at tune, 12619 
He gaue ])aim all redi resune. 
pan said lus moder til him puB, 
*' Leue sun, qui has pn glopened ys ? 
]»i fader and i has mani waies 
Soght pe abute ])ir thre dais, 12624 
wid dioupand hert and sari chere. 
Qui did pu ]>us, mi lef and dere ? " 

06TTINGEN 



Whenne hit was done hoom ])ei went 
And for3at ihe^u wi])outen tent 
At pe out comyng of pe gate 
He turned a3cyn ])ei him for3ate 
Vnto pe iewes folke he 3ede 
And loked on bokes of her lede 
Disputyng among hem he sat 
And ])ei him vnswered mony what 
Alle pat in pat folke were stad 
For wondir of his wit were mad 
Of ])is childe pat was so ^onge 
A^eyn his resoun had no mon tonge 
Among lus maistris ])us was he ay 
Til mary had made hir ioumay 
penne furst on him ]>ou3te sho 
But wist she neuer what to do 
Jjei hem biJ)0U3te in certeyne 
loseph & marye turned a3eyne 
To seke him pere his frendes wif 
Ouer al aboute in ])at ki]) 
So longo had marye aboute gone 
Jjat wery was she liff e & bone 
And him sho drcd wondir sore 
And was aferde in hert pe more 
IF Into pe scolo she coom goonde 
And greet gederynge fer in fonde 
Of wise maistris of pat lawe 
Wif hem sittyngo ihe^u she sawe 
pe beste maistris of ])at toun 
He 3af hem alio redi resoun 
His modir seide to him ^us 
leue son why hastou fcred ys 
J)i fadir & I mony wayes 
ban pe sou3te peae ))re dayes 
Wif heuy hert & droupenyng chere 
Whi didestou pua leof & dere 

TRINITY 



726 "l MUST DO MY father's WORK," BUT NO ONE UNDERSTOOD JESUS. HE 
OBEYED HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. MARY KEPT HIS SAYINGS IN HER HEART. 

" Moder," he said, " qui soglit yee me 1 IF moder he saide quy 603t 90 me. 

And qwar-for suld yee muniand be ? & quar-fore sulde ^e moumande be. 

Ne wat ye nedings most i do 12629 for nede wayes I. moste do. 

Je thing fat falles mi fader to." pe j)ing fat fallis my fader to. 

Bot quat he wit fis wordes ment, hot quat he wij) f is worde ment 

Graithli wist fai noght fe entent. f ai knew no3t certayne his entent. 

Fra fan be-gan to spring f e fame IF fra fen be-gan to spring* f e fame 

iesvL, fan he went him hame, 12634 of ihe^u dedis & his name. 

And bar him als a bam in dute, & went ham hame wif-outen doute. 

Til fader and moder vnderlute ; many had wonder of him a-boute. 

Quar f ai wald ledde him, was fullet. quidder f ai walde him lede was fulettl 

fai went fam fan to nazareth, 12638 fai went ham. in- to nazareth. 

And fat fai comaund wald or bide & quat fai comande walde or bidde. 

Wit-vten ani strijf he dide. wif-outen any strife he didde. 

In hert his moder stil hild ai IF In hert his moder ful helde ay. 

AI fat SCO herd him do or sai ; 12642 alle atte ho herde him do or say. 

He wex in wijt als was his will, he wex in witte rijt as in wille 

fat moght naman him find wit ill, mi3t neuer man him ouer-take wif iL 

For fild he was wit hali gast. for filled he was wif hali gaste. 

In nazareth fai soiumd mast, 12646 in nazareth fai soioumed maste. 

Ai to ie«u was cummen neir ay til ihe^u was commyn nere. 

Vn to Je eild of thritte yeir, in-to f e elde of xxx. ^ere. 

[ & many meruayles f er he did. 

fat ware knawen to many & kidde. 

alle I. haue na tome to telle 

no gap in t?ie MS,] for-quy I. sulde ta lange dwelle. 

fan him thoght fe time fat he fen him fu3t fat time atte he. cifss^bk] 

On cnsten lai suld baptist be, 12654 in cristen lai walde baptist be. 

Wit cnsten lagh f e trouth suld spred wif c/isten lagh f e trauf suld sprede. 

Qwar-of hir-efter yee sal here rede. f er-of here-ofter salle I. 30U rede. 

For ar i f ar^of tel bigin bot or I. f ar-of telle bc-gynne. 

1 sal yow mare tell of his kin, 12658 I salle jou mare telle of his kyn. 

f e kinradin of saint Anne. & Mr 
f re hoiiBbandifl. 

For quen pat ioachim was dede /^ uen fat loachim was dede. 
Anna wit hir fieindes rede, 12660 . x^C/ anna wif hir frendis rede. 

OOTTON FAIRFAX 



JESUB GREW Uf WISDOM. THET LIVED CHIEFLY TS NAZARETH TILL HE WAS 727 
THIRTY YEARS OLD, WHEN HE THOUGHT IT TIME TO BE BAPTIZED A CHRISTIAN. 



" Modcr," he said, " qui soglit je me I 
And qnarfor suld ^e momand be 1 
Ne wate 30 nedewais most i do .12G29 
J^e tHiig ))at fallis mi i^er to." 
Bot quat he wid fir wordes ment, 
Crraithli wist fai noght ^0 entent. 
Fra ]>an of ieifus sprang pe fame, 1 2G33 
And wid his moder he went hame. 
And bar him als a child in douto, 
Till fader and moder vnf erloute ; 
Quar-)>ai wold lede him, was ful eth. 
fel went ]>aim )>an to nazareth, 12G38 
And all ])at euer fvd wold him bidd 
widvten ani strijf he it didd. 
In hert his moder still held ay 12G41 
Alle yat scho herd him do or say. 
He wex in wit, als was his willc, 
]>at might na man him find wid ille. 
For fild he was wid f e hali gast. 2,i.^j 
In nazareth )>ai soiorned mast, 12646 
It to iesus was comen nere 
Tnto pe elde of thhtt[i] ^ere, 

[ . . . • 



He seide modir whi sou3t ^e me 

Wherfore shulde ye monmyng be 

Wite 30 not fat I most do 

J5ing fat fallef my fadir to 

"What he of f ese wordes ment 

f ei wist not fully f e entent 

Fro pennQ of ihe«u sprong f e nome 

"Wif his modir he went home 

And bar hiw as a childe in doute 

To fadir & modir for to loute 

How fei woldo lede hiwi was ful eef 

f ei went f cn?ie in to nazareth 

Al fat euer fei woldo liim bid [ie»f79T 

"Wif outen any strif he did 

In hert stille helde his modir ay 

Al fat she herde him do or say 

He wex in witt as was his wille 

Mi3t no mon him fynde wif ille 

Filde was he wif f e holy goost 

In nazareth he soioumcd moost 

Til ihe^u was comen nere 

To f e elde of f ritty 3ere 

[ 



. . . . •. no gap in tJie MS.] 

fan him toght f e time fat he 

In cristen lay wold baptist be, 12654 

wid cristen law f e trouth suld sprede, 

far-of here-after sal i rede. 

Bot ar i far-of telle bigin, 

I sal )oa telle mare of his kin. 12658 



no gap in the MS.] 

\)enne him f ou3te tyme fat he 
In cr/sten lay wolde baptized be 
wif cnsten lawe f e trouf e to sprede 
f erof her aftir shul we rede 
But ar I f erof to telle bigynne 
I shal 30U telle more of his kynne 



F 



[The Progeny of Saint Anne and her three Husbands.] 

Or quen fat ioachim was dede, IT whenne fat loachim was dede 
Anna wid hir &eindes rede Anna wif liir frendes rede 



gOttingen 



TRINITY 



728 WHEN JOACHIM [mARY's FATHEr] DIED, ANNA MARRIED CLEOPHAS; THEY HAD A 
DAUGHTER MARY, WHO HAD TWO SONS, JOSEPH, AND JAMES, GALLED JESUS* BROTHER. 



"Was giuen til a-nof er husband, 12661 

A man ful dughti o fat land, 

Cleophas it was his nam, 

Bath riche o god dede and o fam. 

"Wit hir he son a doghter gatt, 

pat maria als hir sister hatt ; 12666 

A man in inariagc hir tok, 

Hight alpheus, als sais fe bok. 

Tua suns wit hir had alpheus, 

J)at war iosep and iacobus. 12670 

J>is iacob fat i tell of yow, [coi. 2] 

Was cald fe brof er of iesu., 

lesu. brof er cald was he 

For sibred wirschip and bu[n]te. 

Ontinkel was him wit faciun, 12675 

And was o grot religiuw, 

Hali line he ladd al-wais. 

Fra he was bom, J)e stori sais 12678 

He dranc neuer cisar no wine, 

Ne wered neuer clath o line, 

Ke fless he ne ete of al and al, 

Ne fined neuer o drightin call. 12682 

Sua haunted he on knes to lij, 

And for to prai sua I))enli, 

fat hes knes war bolnd sua 

fat he ne moght vnnethes ga. 12686 

Sif en come f e time men wend 

lie was fat crist fat suld be send. 

f is ilk iacob fat i of tell, 

Als he stod a dai to spell, 12690 

In ien^^alem was he slan. 

To paradis his saul tan. 

IT Qttcn he was ded, f is cleophas, 

Was anna giuen to salomas ; 12694 

Sco was wit bam and bar in hi 

A maiden fat f ai cald mari 

COTTON 



was spoused til a-nof <^ housbande. 
•a du3ti man an of f e lande. 
cleophas was his name, 
baf riche of godes^ & of fame. ^^ 
wif hir radii a doghtc?* he gatte. ^^^ 
fat mari as hir suster hatte. 
IT A man in mariage hir toke. 
alpheus hi3t squa says f is boke. 
twa sones wif hir had alpheus. 
to name had f ai loseph Iacobus. 
f is Iacob as I. telle hit 30U. 
was calde f e brof er of ihe^u. 
^ ihe^u brof er calde was he. 
for sibberadyn & grete bounte. 

[ 

no gap in Fairfax ^ Laud MSSJ] 
hali life he led al-wayes 
fra he was borne f e story sais. 
he drank neuer ciser ne wine 
ne yscd na claf is made of line, 
no flesshe he ete of al & alle. 
ne fined neuer on god to calle. 
IT Squa haunted he on knes to ly. 
& for to pray squa If enly. 
fat his knes ware bolned squa 
fat he mu3t vnnefes ga. ^JS^^ej** 
P After come that Tyme men wencJ 
he were that Cryste fat shuld be send] 
f is ilk Iacob fat I. of telle, 
als he stode a day to spelle 
In ien^alem was he slayn 
his saule to paradis was tane. 

Sone ofter died f is cleophas. 
fen spoused anna salomas. 
ho was wif barfi & bare in hy. 
a mayden childe at hejt mary. 

FAIRFAX 



THIS JAMES LED A HOLT LI7B, HE DRANK NO WINE, ATE NO FLESH, AND PRATED 729 
TERT MUCH. HE WAS KILLED IN JERUSALEM. ANNA NEXT MARRIED SALOMAS. 



was genen till A-noper hosbande, 

A doTight[i] man of pat land, 12662 

Cleophas it was his name, 

Eiche of gode dede and fame. 

Sone wid hir a doghtir he gat, 

pai mari als hir sister hat ; 12666 

A man in manage heir toke,^ ms. take] 

Alpheos hightl, als sais pe boke. 

Tua suns had wid hir alpheus, 

}7at was ioseph and iacobus. 12670 

p'lB iacob, pai i tell of nu, 

was cald pQ bro]>er of ie^ 

lesua bro])er cald was he, 

For sibied worschip and bunte. 12674 

Ontinkcl till him was wid facurze. 

And was als of gret religiune, 

Hall lijf he lede all wais. 

Fra he was bom, pe stori sais, 12678 

He dranc neu^r aider ne wine, 

Ne neuer werd clath of line, 

Ne flesse he ette of all and alle, 

Ne fined neuer on drightin to call^. 

Sua hanntand he on knes to lij, 12683 

[And for to prai sua I))enli,] 

]yat his kneis war bolned sua 

^t vnethes might he ga. 

8i^n come pe time men wend, 12687 

'He war ])at crist ])at suld be sende. 

piB ilk iacob J^at i of telle, [*ooi. t] 

als he stod a dai to spelle, 

In ierusalem was he slane, 12691 

To paradis his saul was tane. 

Quen he was dede, p\B cleophas, 

was anna giuen to salomas, 

Scho wex wid child and bar in h\j 

A maiden child, )>ai cald mari, 12696 

OdTTINGEN 



Was 3yuen to anofer husbonde 
A dou3ty man of )>at londe 
Cleophas was his name 
Eiche of good dede & fame 
Soone wi]; hir a dou3ter he gat 
pat marye as hir sister hat 
A mon in mariage hir toke 
Alpheus het as sei)> pe boke 
Two sones hi hir had alpheus 
pat was Ioseph <& Iacobus 
fat iacob fat I tell of now 
Was called pe brof er of Ihesu 
IhesvL brof er called was he 
For sibrede worshepe & beaute 

[ 

no gap in tlie MS.^ 

holy lif he lad alweyes 

Fro he was bom pe story seyes 

He dronk neuer cidre ne wyn 

Ne neuer wered cloof of lyn 

Flesshe etc neuer of al & alle 

he fyned nouer god to calle 

him f ou3te him self neuer wery 

On god on knees for to cry 

His knees f erof were boUen so 

fat vnnef es nii3te he go 

Aftir coom fat tyme men wende 

Ho were fat crist fat shulde be sonde 

f is ilke Iacob fat I of telle 

As he stood on a day to spelle 

In ierusalem was he slone 

his soulo anoon to heuen dud gone 

IT whenwe ho was deed f is cleophas 

Anna was 3yuen to salomas 

She wex wif childe & bar in hijo 

A mayden childe hett marie 

TRINITY 



730 anna's third daughter had two sons, JAMES THE GREATER, AND ST JOHN 
THE EVANGELIST, WHO WAS JESUS' FRIEND, AND SAW THE SECRETS OF HEAVEN. 



Sco was giuen to zebedei, 12697 

A dughti gom o galilee, 

Of Mr war "born god childer tuai, 

pQ mikel lam fat es to sal, 

fe quilk king herod did to sla. 12701 

fa tofer broker o fir tua 

Was sent Ion, fe wangelist, 

fat wel was luued wit iesvi crist 

For his mikel dughti-hede. 12705 

And for he liued in maiden-hede. 

All f e appostells he oucr-past, 

Thoru his maiden-hed stedfast, 

In felascip was he ie^u neist 12709 

And lai in slepe a-pon his breist. 

And sagh f e priuetis in heuen, 

Wel maa fan man can neuen. 

IT f is reckining na mar her nu, 

Bot lohn baptist and o ie^u, 12714 

f e sext eild for to bring in place. 

Quen drightin gan to sprad his grace 

Til his aun choslings treu, [if 7o, bk, coi. i] 

fe testament bigan he neu, 12718 

Q?zar-of sant iohn was messagere 

fat had of halines na peer. 

He come be-for wit his baner, 

fe cnsten lagh man forto lere, 12722 

For sant iohn com als baneur 

Befor fat hali sauueur. 

For in f is hali Ion time 

Was lagh bigun neu of baptim. 12726 

He taglit man first for-sak fair sinn, 

And sua fair baptime to bigin, 

Thoru quilk we sal to heuen com 

Quen we o f is werld es nom, 

If we leli vr lijf wUl Icde, 12731 

And we at ending to crist vs bede. 

COTTON 



ho was giuen to zebedee. 

a du3ti man of galilee. 

of hir was borne childer tway. 

to name lam. an had I. say. 

f e quilk king herode dide to sla 

f e tof cr brof er of fa twa. 

was seint Iohn f e ewangeliste 

fat was squa loued wif ihe^u criste 

for his mykil duti-hede. 

& for he liued in mayden-hede. 

al f e apostoles he ouer-past 

f orou his mayden-hede stedefast. 

IT hi felawshepe was he UiesM next. 

& lay & slepped on his brest. 

& sagh fe priuetis in heyuen. 

wele mare fen any man can neyuen 

Of f is rekkening na mare now. 
of Iohn baptist & of ihc^u 
f e sexte elde to bring* in place, 
quen god come to sprede his grace 
til his awen tholing* trew. 
f e testament be-gan he new. 
quar-of saynt Iohn was messager. 
fat had of halynes na pare. 
he come be-fore wif his banere 
f e cristen man lagh for to lere. 
for saynt Iohn come as baniour 
be-for fat haly sauiour. 
IT for in f is haly lohanes time, 
was lagh be-guwnyn of baptime. 
he ta3t men first for-sake f aire syn. 
& squa f aire baptem to be-gyn. 
f orou quilk we sal til heuen come, 
wif f e grace of goddes dome 
If we lelly our life wil lede. 
& atte ending til criste take hede 

FAIRFAX 



WHBN GOD BEGAN TO 8PRBAD HIS GRAOE JOHN BAPTIST WAS HIS MESSENGER, 731 
THK BANNER OF THE SAVIOUR. HE TAUGHT HEN TO FORSAKE SIN AND BE BAPTIZED. 



And Bcho was giaen to zebede, 12697 
A dngbti man of galile. 
Of hir was bom gode cbilder tuai, 
fe mekil iame, J^at es to sai, 
)»e quilk king borodes did to sla ; 
J>e Uyper brofer of j)ir tua 12702 

was saint iobn, ]^ wangelist, 
y&i was sua louued wid iestis cnst 
For bis mekil dagbti bede, 
And for be lined in maiden bede. 
All/? ^ apostlis be ouerpast, 12707 
Tbom bis maidenbed sted-fast ; 
In felanscbip was be iesus neist, 
And lai and slep apon bis breist, 
And sau pe p^'iuites of beuen, 12711 
wele ma ]>an ani man can neuen. 
Of ])is rekning na mare nu, 
Bot of ibon ^e baptist a[n]d of le^u, 
fe sex eld foito bring in place. 12715 
Quen drigbtin gan spede bis grace 
Til bis auen cboslinges treu, 
ye testament bigan be neu, 
Quarof Saint ion was messager, 
^t of balines bad na pere. 12720 
He come bifor wid bis baner, 
]}e cristin lau man forto lere, 
For saint iobn come als baneur 
Bi-for ))at bali sauueour. 
For in )>i8 bali iobns time 12725 

was lau bigunncn of baptime. 25^]^' 
He tagbt men first forsake J^air sine, 
And sua ))air baptime to bigine, 
Tboru quilk we sal to beuen cum, 
Quen we of piB world es num, 12730 
If we vr lijf leli will lede, 
And at pe ending to crist vs bede. 

gCttingen 



Sbe was ^yuen to zebedee 

A dou3ty man of galilee 

Of bir were born gode cbildre twey 

Mucbel lame fat is to sey 

Wbicbe kyng beroude dud to slo 

f e tofer brof ^ of J>ese two 

"Was seynt Ion pe euangelist 

J)at wel was loued wif ihe^u crist 

For bis mucbel dou3ty dcde 

And for be lyued in maydenbedo 

Alle ))e apostles be bem past 

j^oui^e bis maydenbede studfast 

In felowsbipe was be ibe^z^ nest 

And lay & slepte on bis brest 

And say fe prmeteos ful euen 

Moo fen any mon con neuen 

IT Of f is no more but of ere bere 

Of Ion baptist & ibe^u dere 

pe sixte elde to bringe in place 

Wbenne fat god wol spredo bis grace 

To bis owne cbosen trewe 

f e testament bigon bo ncwe 

Wberof seint Ion was messangere 

Jjat of bolynes bad no pere 

Wif bis banere be coom bifore 

To tecbe f e lawe of cristen lore 

Ion as banerere of bonour 

Coom f o bifore oute saueour 

In tyme of boly Ion to mene Deaf 79, back] 

Was lawe bigon ne of bapteme 

be taU3te men furste forsake synno 

And so ber bapteme to bigynne 

Bi wliicbe to beuen we sbul come 

wbenne we of f is world be nome 

If we oure lif truly lede 

And at f e endyng to crtst vs bede 

TRINITY 



732 HERB 18 A QENEALOQIOAL TREE OF MABT's FAIOLT, SHOWING THAT JOSEPH 
AND MART WERE BOTH DESCENDED FROM A MAN NAMED LEVI. 



pTbis tre that I here by-gynne 12733 
Ys alle sot for mary kynne ^^ iS?J5"** 
That men may know wytt^rly 
Of* loseph kynne & of* mary 
ffor bofe of* oon man they come 
That leuy hadi sum-tyme to nome] 
le8U8 bring vs til fat ending, 12739 
pQi godd lauerd es of all thing 1 



])is ilk tre I dede be-gyn. pe Yj, elde. 

is alle sette for mary kyn. ^* f® 

baptim 
fat ilkan may knaw weterly sSua 

of Joseph kin & of mary ^^ ^^ ^J 

for ))ai come ba]) of a man. lohfi. 

]>at had leuy to his nam. 

Ti [V-* from iMod 

I M8.416] 



Sal«- 
tlel 



Kliud 



soro- 
Ubel 



EUazar 



Ablat 



ElU- 
chim 



Aior 



and helim 



Parpantera { loachlm 



t 



loseph 



Sadoch 



Pante 
ra 



Mathan] laoob 



maria j conlofes 



[ 



no gap in the MS,] 

[Of John the Baptist 

\ T"|Ohn ai be f e flum can duell, 
LXj )>e folk fill fair ])ar can he spell, 
In water baptised he al ])aa 12754 
pot com til him baptis to ta. 
In baptising bath yong and aid 
Men soght til him, ])an wex he bald, 
And for to here of his sermon 12758 
pat maniman broght to resun, 
And in-to gatte to gett ))am mede, 
£ot hard it was his Hue to lede 1 
Je lues tifand of him hard, 12762 
And of his far fat he wit fard, 
Ferli J^am thoght hu he moght last, 
Wit sua gret trauail and fast, 12765 

COTTON 



Thus leuy had sonnys ij° 

Matan and pantera also 

Of mathan come lacob of hym losepfi 

That is fe nethirmest step 

Of* that side no mo to telle is 

Of* pantera come perpantera e-wis 

Of pcrpantera come ioachym 

And seint mary come of* hym*] 

and Chrisfa Baptism,] 

Ihoan ay bi f e flume con dweL 
])e folk ful faire con he spelle 
In water baptized alle ])a 
])at come til him baptize to ta. 
in baptizing ba]) 3onge & aide 
])ai sojt til him J^en was he baldd 
& for to here his sermoun 
J)at many man bro3t to resoun. 
& in-to gate to gete ham mede 
bot harde hit was his life to lede 
]7e lewes ti})andes of him herde 
& of his fare fat he wif ferde. 
'IT ferli ham fu^t atte he mu3t laste 
wij) sa grete trauaile and fast. [> leaf 603 

FAIRFAX 



JOHN DWELT NEAR THE RIVER, AND BAPTIZED MANY WHO GAME TO HEAR HIS 733 
SERMONS ; HE BROUQHT MANY TO A RIGHT WAY. BUT HE HAD A HARD UFE 1 

)is ilk tie ])at i here bigin 12733 ])is tre \f&t I here bigjnne 

Es all^ sete for mari kin. Is al set for marj kynne 

y&t ilk man mai witt witerli, ^at men may knowe witterly 

Of ioseph kin and of mari ; Of Joseph kyn & of mary 

For ]>ai come bath of a man, For bo])e of o mon ))ei come 

y&t sir letii had to nam. 12738 ])at leuy had som tyme to nome 

Salatiel, Zorobabel, aliud, eliachim, [ 

Azor, sadoch, achim, eliud, eleazar * . . 

sine leni, pat«r pantra, filiM* parpa/ztra, 

Achim, pater mathan^ filing iacob, 

Joseph coniox, maria filia. 12743 no gap in the MS,'\ 

fis leni had him sonnes tua, pia leuy had sones two 

Mathan and pantera, Mathan & pantera also 

Of mathan come iacob, of iacob ioseph, Of Mathan coom lacob of him.Ioseph 

fat es pe nepermsiat step. 12747 pat is pe ne)^ermast step 

Of pat side es to tell no ma, Of pat side no mo to telle is 

Bot of pantera come parpantera, Of pantera coom pa/7)antera I-wis 

Of parpantra come ioachim. Of perpantera coom loachim 

And saint Mari come of him. 12751 And seynt Marie coom of him 

[0/ John the Baptist and ChrisVs Baptism!] 

lohn ai bi J>e flum gan duelle, IT Seynt Ion bi f e flum gon dwelle 

j>e folk ful fair pan gan he spell, ))e folke ful feire for to spelle 

In water baptist he alle pa^ In watir baptized he alle ])o 

J>at come til him baptim to ta. 12755 Jjat wolde bapteme vndir go 

In baptizing bath jung aywi aid In baptizinge jonge & olde 

Men soght til him, {)en was he bald, Men to him soujt & he was bolde 

And forto here of his sarmune, His prechyiig & his sarmoun 

fat mani man broght to resiine, Brou^t mony men to resoun 

And into wai to gett J^aim mede. And in to weye to gete hem mede 

Bot hard it was his lijf to lede ! 127G1 But harde hit was his lif to lede 

pe luus tif and of him herd, J>e iewes tif iiig of him herde 

And of his fare {)at he wid ferd, [ooi. t] And of his fare pai he wijiferde 

Ferli Jraim toght hu he might last, Wondir hem ))0U3te pai he mi^t last 

wid sua grete trauale and fast, 12765 Wi}) so greet trauaile & fast 

OdTTINQEN TRINITY 



734 THB MASTERS OF THE LAW DID NOT LIKE JOHN*S BAPTIZING ; '^ WE MUST TAKE 



HEED WHAT HE DOES, AND FIND OUT IF HE BE MESSIAH OR A PROPHET. 



ti 



Sin he was o fair kin and kyth, 

Quor-for wald he noght won fam wit. 

Alsua )76 maistns o fe lagh, 12768 

Bituix Jjaim in )jair comun sagh, 

Thoght selcuth o fis baptising, 

And said, " it es gret mistruing, 

f is Ion fan sal vr lagh for-do, 12772 

Bot wo ne ta better tent J>ar-to. 

"Wijt we fan for quat resiin 

For sauueiwg of vr dampnacionn, 

^ fat he now suilk baptiszing mass ? 

And q7(efer fat he be messias 12777 

fat f e folk abides sua, U coi. 2] 

To frelsen f aim vte of far waa 1 

Helias or crist q?/ef er es he, 

fe 80 th fill gladli wald we se, 12781 

Quel he es prophet fat sua lers." 

Wit f is f ai sent fair messageres 

O f e wisest fat f ai fand. 

To bring fra iohn certan tif and. 

fe messagers fat sua was sent, 12786 

Til f e wildernes f ai went, 

Son qt/en f ai war wit him mett, 

Ful derworthli fan f ai hi??* grett. 

fe wisest fat a-ma??g fam wer, 12790 

His errand said on sli man ere, 

" Sir," he said, " we wald f e prai 

fat f ou f e soth nu wald vs sai, 

Quat-kin man sal wo call fe 1 12794 

And tell for-soth q?/at man f ou be 1 

All f folk of ierusalem 

Thine selcut grot to godd i tem 

fe baptim and ofer dedes, 12798 

Of aner lijf fat f ou hero ledes. 

£s f ou helias halden til nu, 

Crist or p?*ophet, quam to bul 12801 

COTTON 



sin he was of f aire kin & kif 

quar-fore walde ho no3t wone ham with 

for-quy f e maistres of f e lagfi 

in f aire comyng* alio f ai sagh. 

& meruailed of f aire baptizing*. 

& saide hit is a grete mistrowning*. 

f is John he wille our lagh for-do. 

bot we take bett^ entent f ei--to 

wete we fan for quat resoun. 

for sauing* of our dampnacioun 

quy he suche baptizing mas. 

& quef er he be messias. 

& quy he f e folk bides squa. 

& sais he clenses ham of wa. 

helias or criste quef cr he be 

f e sof ful gladli wete walde we. 

quef er he be prophet atte f us lores 

wif f is f ai sonde f aire messagers 

of f wisest atte f ai fande. 

to bring fra John ccrtayn tifande. 

IT f messagers fat squa was sent 

to f wHdernes f ai went 

Sone quen f ai ware wif him mett 

wif liende wordes f ai him grette 

f e wisest fat amang ham were 

saide his emed in fairo manere. 

IT Sir he saide we walde f o pray. 

atte f ou f sof walde vs say. 

quatkin mon f ou haldes f e. 

I. pray f e sir f ou telle hit me. 

I am a messag^r of ien^^akm. 

to wete f sof wif-outo stem. 

of f i baptimo & ofer dedis 

of anly life atte f ou here ledis. 

if f ou be elias tel mo now. 

crist or p?'ophete quat artow. 

FAIRFAX 



SENT WISB MEN TO JOHN IN THE WILDERNESS; THET GREET niM 735 
> BEO HIM TO TELL THE TRUTH, WHO HE MAT BE, ELIAS OR CHRIST) 



he was of \)slii kin and kith, 
)r he wold noght w[o]n faim wii 
^ maistris of fe lau, 12768 
: ]>aim in ])air comen saw, 
selcuth of p\B baptizing, 
aid, " it es gret mistrouuing, 
in fat sal vr lau for-do, 12772 
e ne take better tent hi?/! to. 
'e fan for quat resune, 
uuyng or for dampnaciune, 
nu suilk baptizing mas 1 12776 
nef er fat he be messias 
folk abides sua, 
seen faim vte of fair wa? 
)r Christ, quefer es he, 12780 
1 ful fain witt wald we, 
r fat he es prophete fat sua lens." 
a f ai sent fair messageris 
wisest fat fai fand, 12784 

ng fra ihon certain tif and. 
isagcris fat sua was send, 
wildrencs fai wend, 
indli fan fai him grett, 12788 
ie als fai wid him met. 
est fat amang f aim were 
and said, on f is manere, 
he said, " we wold f e prai 
fe soth wald vs sai, 12793 

in man sal we cal f o ] 
8 for soth quat maw f u be. 
e folk of icTusalem 
ferli grete to godde i teme, 
bap time and of fi dedes, 12798 
jrlijf fat f u here ledes. 
elias balden to nu, [ieaf87,coi.i] 
)r prophete, man to bou? 12801 

Q(VmNQEN 



Sif he was of her kin & kif 

whi he wolde not won hem wif 

]>e maistris also of f e lawe 

Bitwene hem in her comyn sawe 

Had wondir of f is baptizing 

And seide hit is greet mis trowyng 

Jjis Ion shal oure lawe for do 

But we take bett?/r tent f erto 

we wol se for what resoun 

For sauyng or dampnacioun 

fat he suche baptizyng mas 

And whef er he be messias 

pat f e folke abidef so 

To bringe hem out of woo 

helye or crist whef er is he 

fe sofe fayn wite wolde we 

Or he is prophete fat f us leres 

Wif f is f ei sent her messangcres 

Of fe wisest fat f ei fond 

To bringe from Ion certeyn tif ond 

f e messangeres f us I sende 

To fat wildeme« fci wende 

FiU hendely fenwe fei him grett 

Anoon as fei to gider mett 

J5e wisest fat among hem were 

pQ eronde seide on f is manere 

Sir fei seide we wolde f e pray 

fat f ou f e sofe woldes vs say 

What mon shul we calle f e 

Telle vs what mon f ou be 

Alle folke of lemsalemes londe 

ban wondir of f e to vndirstonde 

Of f i bapteme & of f i dedes 

Of onlych lif fat f ou here ledes 

Art f ou oujt hely here now 

Crist or prophete fat mon shiUde bow 

TRINITY 



736 "does JOHN LIVE BY THE SAME LAW AS OTHERS?" JOHN REPLIES, " MY 
DEAR FRIENDS, I AM NO PROPHET, BUT A YOICB CRYING IN THE WASTE, 



Quepei Jjou Icues on fat lagh pat we 1 
To send fam word fai praid J>e. 12803 
])e-8elf quat wil ])0U sai 
Vnto fe maisters o )>e lai 1 " 
Blethli said J^an Ion, par-fai, 
Wit-vten ani-kin de-lai, 12807 

" Mi brejjer leif and mi jfreind, 
Yee sal gain to yur maisturs wend, 
And tell ];am soth, o mi parti, 
Nefer am i crist ne yeitt heli, 12811 
Ne prophet sal naman me claim." 
" Quat fan sal we sai to f aim ] " 
" A voice criand," he said, " ic hatt. 
In was tin biddaud grait fe gate 12815 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

Again f e lauerd fat cammen es nu, 
TQ him agh ilkman to bu ; 12819 
fat lang was hight nu cummen he es. 
Of him i preche in wildemes ; 
quam i am noght worthe to 
Lese fc thuanges of his sco. 12823 
Lok yee graith him wel f e wai, JJj^']** 
For he es lauerd ; f is sal yee saL" 
Suilk als Ion f aim said broght f ai 
Ansuar to fe maisters o fe lai. 12827 
Quen iesus crist was cu77imen ner 
Yn-to f e eild o thritte yeir, 
fan him thoght f e time was cu77ime7i 
fat he wald baptim nummen. 12831 
He did him fan to flum iordan, 
far he fand his cosin Ion, 
In wildernes hi him allan, 
Liuand hot wit godds Ian. 12835 

Quen Ihon him sagh, als sais f e bok, 
Por drednes ilk lim him quok, 

COTTON 



quef er Hues f ou on f e lagh as we. 
to sende ham worde f ai pray hit f e 
of f i-self quat wiltow say 
vn-to f e maistres of our lay. 
IT lohn ansquared f es men vn-tiUe 
wif milde wordes & wif skills, 
my bref cr lefe & my frende. 
^e salle a-gayne in message wende 
& telle ham sof of my party, 
nauf cr am I. criste ne jet ely. 
ne prophete sal je nane me claymo. 
quat sulde we fan til ham sayne. 
IT A uoice criande he saide I. hatto. 
in waste wonande to graif e f e gate 
[* Byddyng make redy f e gate 
• Of the lord hiest of state] P ^^iSf 
a-gayne f e lorde atte commyn is now. 
til him agh ilk man to bow. 
fat lange was hijt now commune is. 
of him I. preyche in wildemes. 
to quam. hit'semys me nojt to. 
make na likkenes bi-twix vs two. 
Loke je graif e him wele f e way. 
he is f e lorde squa salle je say. 
f e same wordes atte lohn dide say 
f ai brojt f e maistres of f aire lay. 

auen ihe^us criste was co^nmyn nere. 
in-to f e elde of xxx jere 
fen him fu^t f e time was comme 
fat his baptime sulde be noTTimo. 
he did him fan to flume Iordan. 
per he fande his cosin lohn. 
In wildernes alle bi him ane 
liuande bot wif goddis lane. 
IT qucn lohn him sagh als sais f e boke 
for dredenes. on ilk lime ho quoke 

FAIRFAX 



'XAKE READY THB WAY FOB THE LORD/ WHOSE SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO 737 



liOOSEN ; HB IS LORD : SAY THIS. JESUS CAME TO JOHN TO BE BAPTUEED. 



Qae]>er p\i liues soilk lai as we 1 
To send poim word pai prai it pe ; 
Of J?i-self quat will fu say 1 2804 

Tnto maistris of pe lay 1 " 
Blithli said iohn ])an par-fai, 
widvten anikia de-lay, 
" Mi leue brejer and freind, 1 2808 
je sal gaiQ to 301 maistri wend 
And tell ]>aim soth, on mj parti, 
Non^ am i crist ne 3eit heli, 12811 
iNe propbete sal me no man claime." 
'^ Qnat ^an sal we ^^i to j^aime 1 " 
" A uoice criand," he said, " i hatt. 
In wastin biddand graitb pe gatt 1 2815 

[ • • • • 

no gap in the MS.] 

Again >e laucrd Jwtt comen es nu. 
Till bim an ilk man to boa ; 12819 
^t lang was bight, nu comen es, 
Of him i preche in wildrenes ; 
Of quam i es noght worthi to 
Louse J^e thwanges of bis scbo. 12823 
Jjoke ye gratb him wele pe wai, 
He es pe lauerd, sua sal ^e sai." 
Soilk als iohan said broght J^ai 
Ansuer to pe maistris of pe laL 12827 

a yen iegus crist was comen ner 
ynto pQ eld of thritti jere, 
pen him J^oght pe time was cu7;iin 
)yat he baptime wold haue nomin. 
He did him ^an to flum iordane, 
fax he &nd his cosine iohane, 12833 
In wildcenes all bi him ane, 
Liuand bot wid goddes lane. 
Qtien iohn him sau, als sais pe bok. 
For diede ilk lim he quoke, 1 2837 
47 gOttingbn 



VTheper Jjou leue suche lay as we 

To sende hem word f ei preje pe 

Of f i self what woltou say 

Vnto maistris of pe lay 

Gladly penne seide Ion 

I shal 30U telle soone anoon 

]Mi leue brefer & my frende 

A3eyn to 3oure maistris 30 wende 

And telle hem soof on my partie [if 803 

Noufer am I crist ny 3it belie 

Ny prophete 3e me not calle 

What shul we sey penne to hem alio 

A vois criynge in desert 

So I hett al apert 

Biddyng make redy pe gate 

Of pe lord he3est of state 

A3ein pe lord pat comen is now 

To him owe vche mon to bow 

pat longe was hett now comen es 

Of him I preche in wildernes 

Of whom am I not worfi to 

To louse pe f onges of his sho 

And loke 30 make redy his way 

He is })at lord so shal 3e say 

Al holly lones sawe 

Brou3te fei to maistris of pe lawe 

IT whenwe ihe^u crist was comen neer 

To pe elde of )jritty 3eer 

He knew pe tyme come 

pat he wolde haue bapteme nome 

He wente him to flom iurdone 

pei'e he fondo his cosyn lone 

Lyuyne pere al only 

But bi goddes loue on by 

When7£e Ion him say as Beip pe boke 

For drede vche lym he quoke 

TRUSITY 



738 JOHN CALLED OUT TO THE FEOPLE, "THIS IS THE LAMB WITHOUT SPOT." 
HE REFUSES TO BAPTIZE JESUS ; HE, FULL OF SIN^ DARE NOT COMB NIGH HIM. 



And said fat all ])aa fok moght here, 

"pis es J)e lamb wit-vten were, 12839 

pe godds lamb, pan clenge sale 

pia wrecbed werld £ra sinful duale. 

f of be me efter cummen be, 

Lang was he made be-for me." 12843 

To sant Ihon ))an said ie^u, 

" Mi cosin dere and freind ar f ou. 

To baptis me i haf pe thoght." 

" Baptis fe* ! na, dar i noght. 12847 

I, caitif, quen come it me, P ms. m 

pat i, mi laue^xl, suld baptis pe t 

Quar-for, for i am ful o sin. 

And hider fledd fra al mi kin ; 12851 

A ncdful wreche here am i hidd." 

"])ou sal do ihon, als i ))e bidd. 

And baptiz me, mi leif cosin." 

" I dar noght negh pe, lauerd min ! 

Skil me thine it war wel mare 12856 

pat i of fe, lauerd, baptist ware." 

** Ihon, we most pe lai fulfill." 

" Lauerd," he said, " nu, atte fi 'will." 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Lavd MSS.] 

Ihesus to )jat water yode,' 12862 

And sant Ihon neghand him stode. 

Qtien he sagh ie^u redi tift, 

Quakand vp his hand he lift. 

And far him was vr lauenl crist 

Of his aun seruand baptist. 12867 

puT pe lialigast him light, 

In scap of douf he come wit flight, 

And als he loked vp til heuen. 

Open he sagh ^e liftes seuen, 12871 

[ 



no gap in the MSJ] 

COTTON 



& saide atte alle folk mujt here. 
pia is pe lambe wif-outen were. 
pe goddis lambe J'at dense sale. 
pia wrecched werlde fra sinful bale, 
al if he ofter me commyn be. 
ful lange he was be-for me. 
IT To seint lohn pen saide ihesm 
my cosyn dere & frende artow. 
to baptize me I. haue pe sojt 
baptize pe ne dar I. nojt. 
he saide caytef I. halde me. 
Jjat I. my lorde si4de baptize pe, 
quar-fore. for L am ful of synne. 
& bidder fled fra al my kyn. 
nedeful wrecche here am I. hidde. 
])ou sal do lohn as I. pe bidde. 
& baptize me my leue cosyne 
I. dar no3t negh pe lorde myne. 
ihesus saide wi])-out nay. 
I. wil be baptized pia ilk day. 
lohn we wille pe lagh fulfille 
lorde he saide now atte })i wille. 
]70U wate muche mare lorde ]>en me 
wat is to do <& quat salle be. 

Ihesus in-to J^e flume 3ode. Deafso.bk] 
& sande lohn nerehand him stode 
& quen he sagh ]>at lorde grayde. 
quakand on him his hands he layde 
& per-in was our lorde criste. 
of his awen seruande baptiste. 
& per pe hali gaste li3t. 
In shap of dowue pat come with flijt. 
& als he loked vp til heyuen. 
opyn he sagh pe liftes .vij. 
Jje fader steyuen per forou brasi 
als hit ware a thonner-blast. 

FAIRFAX 



"JOHN, WE MUST FULFIL THE LAW," AND JOHN OBEYS; TREMBLING HE LIFT 739 
UP HIS HAND, A DOVE ALIGHTED, AND JESUS SAW THE SEVEN SKIES OPEN. 



And }>&% all« folk might here, 12838 
" fis es fat lamb widuten were, 
^t goddes lamb, p&t clenge sale [ooi. 2] 
p\s wrecbed werld fra sinful duale. 
]K)gbt be me efber comen be, 12842 
Lang was be made forwid me.*' 
To saint iobn fan said iesn, 
" Mi cosine dere and frend es fu, 
To baptiz me i haue fe sogbt" 12846 
"Baptiz lauerd J>e ! ne dar i nogbt. 
I, caitef, que])en come it me 
^t i, mi laoerd, sidd baptiz fe 1 
QuarfoT, for i am ful of sine, 12850 
And bider fledd fra alld mi kine ; 
A nedeful wrecbe bere am i bidd." 
" pn sal ]>o, iobn, als i ))e bidd. 
And baptiz me nu, leue cosine." 12854 
" I dar nogbt negb J)e, lauerd mine ; 
Skill me tbink it war wele mare 
Jwit i of fe, lauerd, baptized ware." 
"Iobn," be said, " we most fe laifulfilL" 
"Lauard," be said, "nu, at >i will." 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

lesua into fat -water jode, 12862 

And saint iobn nereband bim stode. 

Qaen be sau iesua redi tift 

Quakand vp bis band be lift, 

And ))are bim was vr lauerd crist, 

Of bis auen seruand baptist. 12867 

^aie fe bali-gast bim ligbt 

In scbapp of doune, fat come in fligbt ; 

And, als be lokid vp till beuen, 

Opin be saa fe liftes seuen, 12871 

'pe fader steuen fax tboru it brast, 

Bigbt als it war a tbonir blast> 

GdniNGEN 



And seide fat alle mi3ten bere 
Se fe lomb of god dere 
Se fe lomb fat clensen sbale 
Jjis wreccbed world ful of bale 
Jjouje be aftir me bom be 
Longe was be bifom me 
IT Ihesu. seide to seint Ion 
Mi cosyn dere & frend anoon 
To baptise me I baue fe sou3t 
Baptise fe lord dar I nou3t 
I caitif wbe)>en coom bit me 
\)at I lord myn sbulde baptise fe 
For I am lord ful of synne 
And bidur fled from al my kynne 
A nedeful wreccbe bere am I bid 
])ou sbal do Ion as I ])e bid 
Bapti3e foil me leue cosyne 
I dar not toucbe Jje lord myne 
Skil me finkef bit were more 
fat I of fe baptized wore 
Ion be seide we mot lawe fulflUe 
lord be seide now at fi wille , 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

Jhesus into fat watir jode 
And seint Ion ny bonde him stode 
wbenne be say ibe«u fere stonde 
Quaky nge be lifte vp bis bonde 
fere was oure lord crist 
Of bis owne seruaunt baptist 
On bim fe boly goost ferme lijt 
In sbap of doufe coom wif flijt 
As be loked vp to beuen 
Open be say fe cloudis seuen 
fe fadir steuen out bit brast 
As bit were a ]>onder blast 

TRINITT 



740 AT THE BAPTISM OF JBSU8 THE JORDAN STOOD STILL ON BITHEE SIDE. JESUS, TH« 
VOICE, AND THE DOVE, WERE SIGNS OF THE TRINITT. THE OLD TESTAMENT ENDS HEBE, 



nfrom Land 
MS. 416] 



** J)is es mi sun, leif and dere, [coi. t} 

Al fis werld agh him to here." 12875 

[*Iii whome I liaue as ye may sene 

Euyr^ wele apaid bene] 

To-quils sant Ion his office did, 

Serekin selcut was far kid, 12879 

pe hali strem o flum iordan 

On ai})er side stode still as stan. 

Thre thinges man was sceud )>ar, 

}7e sun, })at mans bodi bar, 12883 

Jje voice, fat child f e fader kneu, 

]>e duue, ]>e haligast to seen. 

fe aid testament hir-wit nu slakes, 

And sua fe neu bigining takes. 12887 

IT A I Ion f i wirscip, quat sal i sai, 

fat was f e sceud fat ilk dai, 

Hu fat a costes f ou was clene, 

Thoru fi merite was it sene, 12891 

Quen nan was worthier fan f ou 

Hand to lai on suete i^^, 

To giue him fat hali sacrament, 

fat al f LS werld aght to ta tent. 

Selcut was to thine in breist, 12896 

f e clerc to baptis f e prist, 

f e sun f e fader, f e knitht f e king, 

f e scaper fat wroght al thing. 

£ot moght it nangat fe witslip, 12900 

fat he-self said o f i wirscip. 

O blis fat he to f e puruaid, 

Sli wittnesing he-self said, 

" Amang all wiue suns," said he, 

" fat euer was or euei* sal be, 12905 

A heior barn was neuer nan 

moder bom fan f ou iohan. 

And fat es fan right na ferlik, 

Qt^n godd self f e ches for slik ; 12909 

COTTON 



f IB is my sone my leue & dere. 
alle fis werlde agti him to here. 

[ 

no gap in the MS."] 

To-quilis saynt lo]^ fis office did 
serkin selcouf was \er kid. 
f e haly streme of flume Iordan. 
on aif er side stode stille as stane. 
iij. f ingis in ane was standand fare 
f e sone fat mannis bodi bare, 
f e voice fat childe. fe fader knaw. 
f e dowue fe haligaste to shaw. 
f e aid testament now hir-Mrif slakis 
& squa f e now be-g3mnyng* takis. 

Of lones worshepe wil I. say. 
fat shewed him was fat ilk day. 
how of his life he was clene. 
f orou his dedis hit was sene. 
quat man was mare worthy fen f oil 
hande to lay on squete Ihem. 
to gif him fat haly sacrement. 
fat alle men agh to haue entent. 
IT selcouf is to fink in brest. 
f e clerk to baptize f e prest. 
f e sone f e fader f e kni3t f e king*, 
als dide saynt lohn f e blessed f ing*. 
fe worshepe fat Ihe^s him saide. 
hit may no3t l>e in consail layde. 
of blis fat he til him purueyde. 
suche witnesing^ our lords saide. 
IT Amang< alle wiues sones saide he 
fat ewer was or euer salle be. 
a heyer bame was neuer none, 
of moder borne fen was Seynt lo^ 
fat is na ferly be na wayes 
quen our lorde him-seluen hit says. 

FAIRFAX 



WHAT CAN I SAT OF JOHN, THB WOBTHIEST TO LAT HANDS ON JESUS? IT 8BHMED 741 
STBANOE THAT THB SERVANT SHOULD BAPTIZE HIS LORD, BUT JESUS PRAISED HDC. 



''])is es mi sun lene and dere, 12874 
AUa J)is world him aw to heie." 

[ 

no gap in tlie M8.^ 

po-qniles saint iohn ]>is office did, 
Seiekin selcuth was ])ar kidd, 12879 
J>e Iioli strem of flum iordane 
On aei)»er side stude still as stane. 
Thre ))inges in an was sene fare, JJJfJj^^' 
^ son, ]»at mannes bodi bare, 
^ noice, \at child ])e fader knau, 
y^ donne, J^e hali gast to schau. 12885 
y^ aid testament herewid slakes, 
And sua ^e nu bigining takes. 

Of iohn f i worschip, quat sal I say, 
\2X cheud was ]>at ilke day 1 
Hu yai ]}U was of costes clene 12890 
Thoru \i merite was it sene, 
Quen nane was worthier ]7an \xi 
Hand to lai on swete ie^u, 
To giue him ])at hali sacrement, 12894 
))at all Jjis worlde au to take tent 1 
Selcuth it was to thinck in breist, 
ye klerk forto baptiz J^e preist, 
]>e sun )>e fader, ]>e knight kiug, 12898 
y^ schaft him )>at wroght all })ing. 
Bot might it nogat \q wit slipp 
^t he self said of \i worschipp, 
Of blis J>at he to fe purvaid, 1 2902 
Sli witnesing he seluen said ; 
'' Ama[n]g all wiues sunnes,'' said he, 
" yai euer was or euer sal be, 
A heier bam was neuer non 12906 
Of moder bom, fan f u,^ saint iohn." 
And ]>ar-of es right no farlik, [iMS.|>aii] 
Quen he-self ]>e wittnes for-slik, 12909 

OdTTINOEN 



\>\a IB my loued son so dere 
Al \\a world him owe to here 
In whom I haue as je may seen 
Euer wel a payed ben 
Whil seynt Ion f is offis did 
Dyuerse wondris fere were kid 
J>e holy streme of flum iurdone 
On boj^e side stood stille as stoon 
J5re ])ingis in oon were sene fere 
J5e son fat monnes body here 
fe fadir vols f e cliilde fere knew 
f e holy doufe of vertu 
])e olde testament here slakef 
And f e nowe bigynnyng takef 

Of f i worshepe Ion is to say 
])at shewed was ilke day 
Ion was of alle dedes clene 
]>o\xr^Q f i merit was hit sene 
*Whenne noon so worfi was as fow 
To hondol good ihera and bow pif 8o,bk] 
And jaf him fe holy sacnment 
\>ai al f is world owe to tent 
Merueile hit is to f inke in brest 
How shulde f e clerke baptise f e prest 
J5e son f e fiswiir f e knyjt f e kyng 
He ordeyned fat made al f ing 
But mijte he neuer ouer slip 
fat him self seide of worship 
Of bHs fat he to f e purueide 
Sucho witnessyng him self seide 
Among alle wymmen sones seide he 
]>ai euer was or jitt shal be 
A gretter childe was neuer noon 
Of modir bom fen f ou seint ion 

[ • • 

. . no gap in Trin. ^ Laud MS8,] 
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742 John's holiness was no karvel, for god ohosb him as his fobbrunneb. 
- jesus left john and went into the desert to fast dubinq lent. 



^Quen he ]>e chess als his lanter 
Be-for his face J>e light to here, 12911 
To taken ber of his cu?nmi[n]g, 
Als baneur befor pe king, 
Als bedel gais be-for iostis, 12914 
Als come J>ou be-for J>at rightwis. 



Quen ig8U8 had his baptem tan, 
He left ihon still bi flum iordan, 
Fra J>an J>e folk he wald him knau ; 
Bot ar he wild him fulli scau, 12919 
For yeitt a quille he wild a-bide, 
Til he had fasten his lententide. 
^And J>at wald he noght do apert, 
Bot yode in-to depe desert, ^[^J"***^ 
\dx ])e haligast him ledd, 12924 

And fasted fourti dais vn-fedd, — 
Fourti night and fourti dais, 
]>an hungred him ])e stori sais. 
Thorn J>e kind of his manhede, 12928 
J)at fode of body has of node, 
J>e warlau wili has him soght, 
Faand he wald him if he moght, 
For it was sene he noght him kneu, 
Quen he be-gan do suilk a gleu. 12933 
For-J>i he him wald cast wit sinn, 
To wait if he had part him in. 
J)at derf o ded, J>at fals traitur, 
Com for to faand his creatur ! 12937 
He duted noght him war na bote, 
Bot stode right be his lauerd fotte, 
He sagh him hungri and for-fast, 
In glotoni he wend him cast, 12941 
And said til him, *^ i wat ar^ J>ou 
Has fasted lang and hungres nu, 

COTTON P r«od at] 



for he him chese his laonteme 
be-for his face ]>e li^t to brenne. 
to takin here of his commyng. 
as baner borne be-for J>e king*, 
als bedel gas be-for lustise 
als come he be-for ]>at ri3t-wise. 

how ihe^ns was temptid 
with ]>e feinde. 

auen Ihe^us had his baptyme tane. 
he left lohn atte ]>e flume Jordan, 
fra |>an to folk he wille him knaw 
bot or he wille him flFully shaw. 
bot 3et a quile he wille a-bide. 
til he haue fasted his lentyn-tide. 
& ]>at walde he no3t do apert 
bot 3ode him forJ> in-to desert. 
% per J>e hali gaste him led. 
& fasted xL dayes vn-fed. 
xl. ni3t & xl. dayes. 
few hungred him fe story says. 
]>orou kinds of his manhede 
fat fode of body has ay nede. 
^ fe warlagh wyli has him so3t 
ouer-come him walde he if he mu3t. 
for hit was sene he no3t him knew, 
quen he be-gan do suche a glew. 
for-fi he walde him taste wij> syn. 
to wete if he had part him in. 
J>at derfe of dede J>at fals traytour 
come for to fande his creatour. 
he douted no3t him ware na bote, 
bot stode ri3t bi his lordes fote. 
he sagh him hungri & forfast. 
In glotowny he wende him caste. 
^ & saide til him I. wate atte foo. 
has fasted lauge & hungres now. 

FAIRFAX 



lOBTT DATS AND NIGHTS HB WAS JJVTKD I THB DEVIL TRIBD HIM THBOUOH 743 
HIS BODILY WANTS. THB FALSE FIEND, TO TEMPT HIS CBBATOB 1 



Qaen lie fe ches als his lantern 

Befor his &ce fe light to bem, 12911 

To takin here of his coming, 

Als baneur bifor fe king, 

Als bedel gas bifor iustis, 

Als com })a bifor fat right-wis. 12915 



He fe chees for fi lantern 
Bifore his face fe U^t to bem 
To go bifore his comyng 
As baner do]> bifore a kyng 
As baily go]) bifore lustise 
So coom })ou bifore )>at ri^twise 



[The Temptation,] 



ftuen lesus had his baptim tan, 

He left iohn still hi flam iordane, 

Fra )>an to folk he will him knaw ; 

Bot er he wild him fulli schaw^ 12919 

3eit a qoile he wild a-bide, [oou t] 

Tille he had fastid his lentrin tide. 

And ])at wald he noght do apert, 

Bot went in-to ^ depe desert, 12923 

fax ^ haU gast him ledd. 

And fastid fourti dais vnfedd, — 

Fourti night and fourti daijs, 

yan himgred him, ])e stori sais. 12927 

Thorn ))e kind of his manhede, 

^t bodili fode has of nede, 

]>e warlou wili has him soght, 12930 

Faand he wold him if he moght. 

For it was sene he noght him knen, 

Qaen he began do soilk a glea ; 

For-J>i he wold him tast wid sin. 

To Witt if he had part him in. 12935 

^t der£ of dede, fat fals traitur. 

Come forto faand his creatur 1 

He douted him war na bote, 

Bot stod right hi his laa^rd fote, 

He saa him hangri and forfast, 

In glotani he wend him cast, 12941 

And said tille him, *^ i wate fat fM 

Has fastid lang, and hangris nu, 

O6TTIN0EN 



whenne ihesus had bapteme yndigoon 
He lafte Ion stiUe hi flom iurdon 
For J>o to folk he wolde him knowe 
Bat ar he wolde him fuUy showe 
^itt a while he wolde abide 
Til he had fasted lenten tide 
fat wolde he not don apert 
But went into depe disert 
fQve fe holy goost him ledde 
he fasted fourty dayes vnfedde 
Fourty ny3t & fourty dayes 
})enne hungrid him ^e story sayes 
J>our3e fe kynde of his monhede 
pat of bodely fode had nede 
fe enemy fend ]>o him sou^t 
Fonde him he wolde if he moujt 
Hit was sene he him not knew 
Whenne he temptide fat lord trew 
Fayn he wolde him taste wij> synne 
To wite if he hadde part fer Inne 
fat false deuel as I scide ere 
Coom to assaie his makere ^ere 
He had no doute wi^ him to mote 
But stood ri3t hi his lordis fote 
He say him hongry al for faste 
In gloteny he wolde him caste 
To him he seide I woot fat J>ow 
Hast fasted longe & hongrest now 

TRINITY 



744 THE DEVIL BIDS JESUS MAKE STONES INTO BREAD, IN VAIN. HE ORASFBD HIS 
LORD IN HIS ARMS (tHE BOLD BEAST !) AND FLEW TO A PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE^ 



If bou be godd sun, bidd son, 12944 

And gar fi comament be don, 

Bidd fir stanes be bred to will, 

And sifen mai J>ou ete J>i fill ; " 

})an said ]>e lau^d to ]>at fedd, 12948 

" Man mai noght Hue allan w/t bred, 

Bot wit word man lines elles 

godd, pat wit his muth he spelles." 

[L]eft noght fe warlau sua his werr, 

Bot herdili he yode him neir, 12953 

Qua herd euer best sua bald ! 

He hint his lauerd al in his wald, 

In armes his, and tok his flight 

To tun o leTusalem. ful right, 12957 

And sett him on J>e hei pinion 

f e temple o fe tun. 

" If fou be godds sun," said he, 

" J>us-gat sal i nu proue fe, 

Hu bot lepe dun to J>e grund, 12962 

pat J>i bodi be noght stund. 

For written it es, * he sal J>e send 

Angels for to J>e defend. 

To ber pe tuix pair handes sua 

Wit-vtcn hurt o fote or ta, 12967 

Nofer to spurn on tre ne stan ; ' [coi. «] 

Do lepe, for dred thar fe haf nan." 

fan said iesiis, " J>ou aght to waand 

fi godd J>i lauerd for to faand." [chide 

IT Yeitt can fat chinche wit godd to 

** Her 8a:l fou," he said, "na langer bide, 

Sum o fir ansuar sal fou sai, 12974 

Ar I fra f e yitt part a-wai." 

fat warlau him in armes hint. 

And bar him forth wit-vten stint, 

Apon f e heist fell he faand 1 2978 

And fare he scaud him f e land, 

COTTON 



if fou be goddis sone. bid sone. 
& make f i comaundement be done 
bid per stanis be brede atte wille 
& sif en may fou ete f i fille. 
IF fen saide our lorde to fat quede 
man may no^t Hue aUane wit^ brede 
wif witte & wordes men Hues ellis. 
& wif goddis werk qua per-witfi spellis 
IF left no^t fe warlagh squa in were, 
bot baldeH he 3ode him nere. 
qua herde euer wikkcd best sa balde 
he hent his lorde vp in his walde. 
& fen wif him he toke his fli^t. 
vn-to ieTusalem. f e way ful ri3t. 
& sette him on f e heye pynoun 
a-pon f e temple of fe tonn. 
if fou be god sone saide he. DMf «o] 
f US-gate proue sal I. now f e. 
no3t bot lepe here to f e grounde 
Sc f i body hale and sounde. 
for writen hit is he sal f e sende 
angels for to f e defende. 
to here f e twix f aire handes twa 
wif-outen hurt of fote or ta. 
nauf er to spume on tree ne stane. 
do lepe for drede thar f e haue nane 
^ fen saide ihe^us f e agh to wande 
f i god f i lorde for to fande. 

3ette oon fat chinche with him chide 
here saltow na langer bide, 
sum of er ansquere saltow say. 
or I. & fou depart a-way. 
fat warlagh him in armis hint. 
& bare him forf wif-outen stint 
a-pon f e hyest feUe he fande 
& shewed him per alle f e lande. 

FAIRFAX 



BIDDING HIM LEAP TO THE GROUND, TO TBT HTS POWER ; JESUS REPROVED HIM. 745 
DETERMINED TO GET AN ANSWER, THE DEVIL TOOK HIM TO THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN. 



If ^ be goddes sun, bidd sone, 12944 

And gere fi comandment bi done, 

Bidd ]nr stanis be bred to will, 

And si]>en mai pvL ete pi fill." 

^an said fe lauerd to ])e fede, 12948 

^ Man mai noght line allane wid brede, 

Bot wid ]>e word msm Hues ellis 

Of god, pat wid his muth he speUis.** 

Left noght pe warlou sua his were, 

Bot hardli he 3ode him nere, 12953 

Qua herd euer beist sua bald ! 

He hint his lauerd all in wald 

In his armis, and toke his flight 

To tune of ierusalem fid right, 12957 

1 And sett him on fe hei pingnion, - 

On )je temple of fe tun. V iwrf 88,001. i] 

" K J)u be goddes sun," said he, 

** })us-gat sal i proue nu pe, 12961 

Hu bot lepe nu done to ]>e grand, 

foi yi bodi be noght stand ; 

For written it es, ' he sal ]>e send 

Angelis forto pe defend, 12965 

To bere fe tuix ))air handis sua 

witvten hurt of fete or ta, 

Nou^- to spurn on tre ne stane.' 

Do lepe, for drede thar pe haue nane.** 

fan said iegus, ** pn au to waand, 

J)i god J)i lauerd forto fand." 12971 

IT ^eit gun )»tchinchewid him to chide. 

And said, " here sal pM no langer bide, 

Sum oper ansuer sal pn say, 

Ar i fra ]>e ^eit part away." 12975 

)>at warlou him in armis hint 

And bar him forth, widvten stint, 

Apon pe heiest fell he fand, 12978 

And )>ar he scheud him all pe land, 

OdTTINOEN 



If )>ou be goddes sone 

Make |>i biddyng to be done 

]7at peae stones be breed to wiUe 

And si]>en may pon ete ])i fille 

To pat fende seide god anone 

Men lyuej) not bi breed one 

But bi goddes word also 

])at of his mou]) to men shal go 

^ fis fend lafte not his werre 

But dodily he ^ede him nerre 

Who wist euer J>eef so bolde 

He hent his lord in his wolde 

In his armes & toke his fli3te 

To pe toun of ierusalem ri^te 

On an he3e pinacle he set him doun 

Of fe temple in pat toun 

If poM be goddes son seide he 

pus shal I assaie now pe 

Leep doun now to pe grounde 

And kepe ])i bodi hool & souTide 

For writen hit is ho shal pe sende 

Aungels fe for to defende 

To kepe fe in her hondes two 

WiJ)outen hurte of foot or to 

Nouf^ to hurte on tre nor stone 

Do lepe drede J>ar fe haue none 

Ihesvi seide pe 0U3te to wonde 

\)\ god J>i lord for to fonde 

IF ^it gon pat J>eof more to chide 

And seide here shaltou not abide 

Somme ofere vnswere shaltou say [if si] 

Ar I passe from pe away 

J5e fend him in armes hynt 

And bare hiwi forf wif outen stint 

Vpon fe he3est hil he fonde 

And fere shewed him al f e londe 

TRINITY 



746 THs oinriL offsrs jkub thb kingdoics of thb wobld if he will wobship 

HIM. ** FLEE SATAN, WITHOUT DELAY I IT IS WRITTEN, THOU SHALT WOBSHIP GOD." 



Ilk king-rik and als cite 12980 

Ouer-al ^e werld fat )>ai moglit se. 
** Nou seis fou noght," said J>at felun, 
" Al J^is werld, bath tur and tun 1 
)>e kinges all ar at mi fai, 12984 

And thorn mi will all reng ))aiy 
And al i giue ]>am pe fra nu 
If J>ou to me wil knel and bu. 
Ne J>e nu bird haf right na dute 12988 
For to be-cum mine vnder-lute." 
lesus ))an said, ** na langer 
Mai i nu J>i wicked wordes ber, 
Fie sathanas, wit-vten duell, 12992 
For written it es in bok o spell, 
' ]>i lauerd fou aght to fot at fall. 
And wirscip wit J>i mightes alL' " 
]>e warlau left him fra ]>at tide, 1 2996 
Durst he noght gain his biding bide. 
His angels come his seruis till. 
And duelld wit him at his wilL 
IF Leue we him a littel quille 1 3000 
And turn we to sant John vr still, 



ilk kingdome & ilk cite. 

oner alle fe werlde )>ai mu^t se 

IF ne sese ))ou no^t saide fat feloun 

al f\a werlde ba]> tour & toun. 

)>e kingis alle ar atte my fay. 

& )>Qrou my wille alle regne faL 

& aUe I. gif ham ]>e fra now. 

if J»ou to me wille knele & bow 

me pink ]>e ne ha3t haue na doute 

for tille be myne vnderloute. 

IF Ihe^us saide na langer here. 

may I. J>i wikked^ wordebere pMs-wOked 

ga ]>i gatis wi]>-outen dwelle 

for writen hit is in boke of spelle 

]>i lorde agh ^ou to fote atte fal 

& worshepe wij> ^ine mi^ttis alle. 

)>e warla^ laft him fra ]>at tide. 

durst he per na langer a-bide. 

his angel come his seruise tille. 

& dwelled wif him atte his wille 

^ leue we him a litel quyle 

& tume we to saynt John stile. 



[The Death of John the Baptist.] 



Hu herod king him did o lijf. 

For luue of his brofer wijf ; — 

Bot fis was not he, yee sal tru, 13004 

fat slogh J>e childer for ie«u, 

Bot was a-noJ)er J>at sua hatt ; — 

Of his thre suns ))at he gatt 

fe formast hight a[r]chelaus, 13008 

Als fat fe stori telles ve, 

fat renged efter his fader lijf ; 

fe tofeir philipp had spused wijf 

fat had to nam herodias ; 13012 

And herod f e thrid brof er was. 

COTTON 



how herode king* him dide of life 
for f e loue of his brof cr wife, 
bot no3t fat herode hit was a-now 
fat slogh fe childer for squete ihe^u 
hit was a-nof er atte squa hatte. 
of f re bref er .1. salle telle quat 
f e formast hi^t archilaus. 
for squa f e story teUia vs 
fat regned efter his fader life, 
his brofer philip had a wife* 
fat had to name herodias. 
& herodes f e f rid brofer was. 

FAIRFAX 



[> Tkii UfM in tk4 marffin, and a Km crotttd ihrouffh, vU, ft tout eft«r spouMd a wife.] 



L LEFT HIM AND AN01L8 OAKB. WB NOW SPBAK OF JOHN, HOW HBBOD 747 
nr, — ^NOT THE HEROD THAT SLEW THE CHILDREN, BUT ONE OF HIS SONS. 



ike and als cite 12980 

pe worlde pat ]>ai might se. 
pM noght/' said pe felune, 
werld, bath ture and tune ? 
I all er at mi fay, 12984 

1] will all regn ]>ai, 
i glue fe faim fra no, 
me will knele and bou. 
d haue right na doute, 12988 
cum mine vnderlout." 
m said, " nu na langer 
wiked wordis ber, 
tt ! widvten duell, 12992 
3n it es in bok of spell, 
1 an ]>u to fote fall, 
schip wid J>i mightes alle.* " 
I left him fra p&t tide, [coi. t] 
noght gain his biddi[n]g bide, 
[is come his semis tille, 12998 
Hid wid him at his wille. 
we nu iesus a litil quile, 
d turn we to saint iohnvr stile. 



Eueruche kyngdome & vche cite 

Ouer al pe world pei mi^te se 

Sestou not seide ]>at feloun 

Al f is world tour & toun 

pe kynges aUe are at my fey 

And at my wille regne \^i 

Alle I jyue hem to J)e now 

If f ou knelyng wolt me bow 

pe ou3te not to haue in doute 

For to be myn yndirloute 

Ihe^us seide no lengere 

May I J>i wickede wordis here 

Fie sathan wiJ>outen dwelle 

For writen hit is in book of spelle 

)>i lord owe poM to fote falle 

And worshipe wif J>i mijtes alle 

}e fend fley anoon pai tyde 

Durst he no lenger his biddyng bide 

his au7?gel8 coom at his wille 

And serued him : as hit was skille 

Leue we ihesus a litil while [stile 
And tume we to seynt Ion ourd 



[The Deaih of John the Baptist.'] 



I king him did of Hue, 

le of his broder wiue; — 1 3003 

.t pai herodes, ^e sal trou, 

f e childer for ie^, 

anof er poi sua hatt ; — 

re sunnes pai he gatt 

tt hight archelaus, 13008 

tori tellis vs, 

d eftir his fafer Hue ; 

philipp had spousid wiue 

o name herodias ; 13012 

kIs J>e thrid broder was. 

G0TTING5N 



How heroude kyng him dud of lyue 

For loue of his broker wyue 

But not ^at heroude wite 3e wcle 

fat 8low3e f e childer of israele 

But axioper pat so hat 

Of ]>re sones fat he gat 

pQ formast het archelaus fus 

As J>e story tellej) vs 

]>ai regned aftir his fadir lyue 

\>at oper phelip spoused a wyue 

pat had to name herodias 

Heroudes pe fridde hroper was 

TRINITY 



748 HEROD LOVED JOHN^ BUT HE SINNED GBEATLT, AND STOLE HIS BROTHER PHILIP^S 
WIFE HER0DIA8. JOHN HEARINQ THIS, GAME AND REBUKED HEROD SHARPLT. 



IF J>i8 herod, f of als it es redd, J^^J^ 
Bath he luued sant Ion and dred, 
And gladli herkend his sermun, 13016 
Bot he did a gret vn-resiun, 
And vnkendnes kidd ful rjf, 
He reft his broJ>er philipp his wijf ; 
]>is wijf ]}at herodias hight 13020 

Mikel SCO did again pe right. 
Quen Ion herd ]>at it was sua, 
Wite yee for-soth him was ful wa, 
And for to tell \>at fule fame, 13024 
He com right to herods hame, 
Vte of desert far he was in, 
He com to snaip ]>e king sinn. 
Befor his baruns euer-ilkan, 13028 
He for-bedd him ]>at womman, 
And tald him fai-ioi mani skill, 
}»at naman aght it thol ne dill. 
Herodias herd ]>is forbod, 13032 

And wend to part fra king herod, 
In hir hert ney^ wald sco wede, 
For-qui his wordes war to dred. 
Sco wist J>at righ[t]wis was his sau, 
Moght noght suffer na gain-sau, 13037 
On o)>er side was hir ful wa, n ms. nex] 
If SCO suld part king herod fra ; 
Sco cried and mad ful mikel dole, 
Als SCO ]>at was a neber fole. 13041 
Sco had a doghter of filip geten, 
Hir wicked nes bes neuer forgeten. 
Of hir nam es na force to tell, 13044 
For SCO es knaun ]>ar-wit in hell. 
For thoru hir was sant lohan, 
Ala i sal tell youu, 8i)>en slan. 
Til king herod said sant lohan, 13048 
" Do wai fra f e yon wicked wominan. 

COTTON 



Vya herodes als hit is redde. 

J^ ba]} he loued seint lohn & dred. 

& gladli herkened his sarmoui?. 

bot he dide a grete tresoon. 

an ynkindenes kid ful rife. 

he reft his bro)>er philip liis wife. 

fiB wife ^at herodias hi^t 

& ]>at was mykil a-gayne pQ n^t 

IT quen saynt lohn hcrde hit squa. 

wete 30 wele him was ful wa. 

& for to felle )>at foule fame. 

he come til herodis in hame. 

out of fQ desert per he was in. 

he come to shew him his syn. 

be-for his barones euer-ilkan. 

he for-bede him J>at womman. 

& talde him per-of many skyle 

atte na man mi^t ham dyle. 

Herodias herde fia forbode. 
& wende to part fra king herode. 
In hir hert ney walde ho wede. 
for-quy his wordes ware to drede. 
ho wist atte ri^twis was his sagh 
& knew hit wele a-gayne f e lagh. 
on ofer side he was ful wa. 
if ho sulde depart king herode fra. 
ho cried & made ful mykil dole. 
Als ho ^at was a grete fole. 
^ ho had a doghter of philip getyn. 
hir wikkednes bes neuer for-3etyn. 
of hir name kepe I. no^t to telle, 
for ho is knawen f er-wij> in helle. 
for J>orou hir as I. sal sayne 
sone ofker was saynt lohn slayne 
IF To king* herode saide saynt lolln 
do way fra fe 3one wikked wommos 

FAIRFAX 



SW WILD AT mS OOMHAKD TO PART FBOM HEROD, SHE ORIED AND 749 
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dng, als it es redd, 
led saint iohn, And dredd, 
Lerd his sarmoune, 13016 
gret vnresune, 
3S kid ful rijf, 
)Toder philip his wijf, 
erodias hight ; 13020 

I agin J>e right. 

jhn herede fat it was sua, 
►th him was ful wa, 

II fat foule fame, 13024 
it to h^ods hame, 

fat he was in, 
maipe f e king of sin. 
ounes euerilkane, 13028 
!iim fat wommane, 
n fare for man skill, 
m it thole no delL 13031 
rd f is forbote, ^.i^*!*'^"' 
part fra king herode, 
neuer wald scho wede, 
ordis was to drede. 13035 
.t rightwis was his sau, 
LOght suSere gainsau, 
was scho ful wa, 13038 
part king hcrodis fra. 
d made ful mekil dole, 
was ane ohber fole. 
loghtir of philip getin, 
es bes neuer forgetin, 
es na force to tell, 13044 
knauen f ar-wid in hell, 
r was saint iohan, 
n tell ^u, slane. 13047 
>dis said saint iohan, 
fe y[o]n fat wick woman; 

OOXTINOEN 



f is heroudes kjng as hit is red 

£of e he loued sejnt Ion & died 

And gladly herde his sarmoun 

But muche he dud a^eyn resoun 

vnkyndenes he kud ful rif 

He rafte philip his brof er his wif 

f e same fat herodias hi3t 

Muche he dud a^eyn f e ri^t 

Whenne Ion herde it was so 

Wite ^e wel he was ful wo 

And for to felle fat foule shome 

He coom to heroudis home 

Out of desert fat he was Inne 

He coom to blame f e kyng of synne 

Bifore his barouns euerychone 

He forbede him fat wommone 

And tolde him wherfore & why 

No mon shulde do so synfuly 

^ Herodias herde fis tifing 

And drad to leue heroudes kyng 

In hir hert wolde she wede 

For whi his wordes were to drede 

She wist wel rijtwis was his sawe 

But of hi7n wolde she stonde noon awe 

of ere side she was ful wo 

Lest she departed f e kyng fro 

She cried & made muchel dol 

As she fat was an ebber fol 

She had a doubter of philipp geten 

Hir wickednes bef neuer for3eten 

Of hir name is no fors to telle 

Knowen she is f erby in helle 

[ 

. . . no gap in Trin, 4^' Laud MSS.] 
To kyng heroude seide seynt Ion 
Do wey fro f e fis wicked wom^non 

TRINITY 



750 JOHN REPEATS HIS REBUKE. HEROD TELLS HIM TO 00 BAOK TO HIS DESERT 
AND SPEAK NO MORE ; HE LOVES HERODIAS. JOHN SPEAKS YET A THIRD TIME. 



J)OU luues hiryaa^ again fi liue, 13050 

And )jou SCO es J>i broJ>er wijf 

fat )>oa agh not to haf be lau [} read ma] 

If J>ou war radd for godds aiL 13053 

For i dred bot f ou ne bite J>i sake, 

J>ou sal noght dei wit-vten wrake." 

" Do wai, lobn, qui sais fou sua 1 

To fi desert i red ]k)U ga, 13057 

Stil i red J>ou bald )>e fare, 

And fis mater spek namar. 

Leue berodias yeitt wil i nogbt, [ooi. i] 

fat f ou bas said der sal it be bogbt ; 

I luue bir mar fan ani tbing." 13062 

'^ fat es again al rigbt, sir king I 

f i brof er wijf fra bim to reue, 

I rede be-time fat f ou bir leue." 13065 

% " lobn, ou6r mikel has f ou spoken, 

And fat sal nogbt be al vn-wroken, 

For fou sal in mi presun lii, 

Ful dere sal fou fi wordes bij." 13069 

Herodias bim bated to ded, 

f ai pnsund bim al tboru bir rede, 

far did berod bim to cast 

For to mak bim al a-gast, .13073 

To sla bim was be nogbt i» will, 

Bot for fat wicked wijf to still ; 

For bir to wretb be dred ful sare, 

Als be fat natbing luued mare. 13077 

His disciplis bim com to se, 

f e king f am lete baf fre entre, 

f ai fand bim in fat prisun depe, 

Mogbt f ai nogbt fan for-ber to wepe. 

lobn bigan at fam to wijt 13082 

QwfT ieaus crist, his lauerd, yeitt 

Bigan wit werckes bim to kif e ? 

For far-of wald be be ful blithe. 1 3085 

COTTON 



fou louis bir mare fan f i life. 

& 3et is bo f i brof er wife. 

fat fou agh no^t to haue vfiHi lagh 

if fou of god stode any agh. 

& bot fou of suche dedis slake. 

fou wil no^t dey wif-outen wrak* 

^ I \o way John quy says fou squa. 

JL^ to f i desert I. rede f e ga. 
stille I. rede fou balde f e fare, p ifoo,bk] 
& of f is mat^ speke na mare, 
leue berodias wil I. no3t 
fat fou has saide sal dere be bo3t. 
I loue bir mare fen ani f ing*. 
fat is agaynes ri^t sir king*. 
f i brof cr wife fra bim to reue 
I. rede be time atte fou bir leue 
% lohn euer mykil has fou spokin 
& fat sal nojt be lange vn-wrokin 
fou salle in my prison, ly. 
to chasty f e of suche foly. 
herodias couet John to dede 
put him to prison?* bi bir rede. 
\er dide herode him to be 
to make bim ferde f us f o^t he. 
to sle him was he no^t in wille 
bot make fat wikked wife be stille 
for bir to wraf him dred sare 
als be fat na-f ing* loued mare. 
his disciplis come him to se. 
f e king* bam lete haue free entre. 
f ai fande him in fat prisoun depe 
mujt f ai no^t fen for-bere to wepe 
^ John be-gan atte bam to asse. 
quere ibe^fu criste his lords wasse. 
& be-ganne his werkis to kif e 
& far-of was he wonder blife 

FAIRFAX 



''JOHK, TOU HAVE SAID TOO IfUCH, 00 TO PRISON." HSBODIAS HATED HIM, 751 
BUT HEBOD DID NOT MEAN TO KILL HIM. HIS DISCIPLES CAME TO SEE HIM. 



^u loues hir mekil again fe lijf, 

And ^u es scho ])i broder wijf 

^t pu au noght haue wid lau 13052 

K pn war ladd for goddes au. 

I drede if })a ne bete ^i sake, 

]ni sal nogbt dei widyten wrake." 

" Do waiy iohn, qui sais f\x sua 1 

To pi desert i rede ^u ga, 13057 

Stille i rede ^u halde ]>e paiy 

And of pia mater spek na mar. 

Leue herodias 3eit will i noght, 

pat pu has said dere bes boght ; 13061 

I luue hir mare })an ani ))ing.'' 

** psA es a-gain pe right, sir king ! 

^i bro^r wif fra him to reue, 

I rede bi-time pat pn hir leue." 13065 

** lohn, ouer mekil has pn spokin, 

And pat sal noght be ynwrokin. 

For pvL sal in mj presun lij, 

Ful dere sal J>u pii wordis bij." 13069 

Herodias him hatid to dede, 

^i prisoned iohn thorn hir rede, 

pxt did Herodis him to cast * Cooi. t] 

For to make him all agast, 13073 

To sla him was he noght in will, 

Bot for pal wickid wijf to still ; 

For hir to wreth he dred ful saro, 

AIb he )>at na-thing leued mare. 13077 

His desciplis come him to se, 

pe king )>aim lete haue fre entre, 

fai fand him in pat presun dep, 

Might ptd noght forber to wep. 13081 

Iohn bigan at paim to witt 

Que)yir iesw crist, our lauerd, jeitt 

Bigan wid wordis him to kith 1 

for ]KU>of wold he be ful blith. 13085 

OdTTINOEN 



poll louest hir muche i^eynes )>i lif 

And ^itt is she ]>i hroper wif 

whom pou shuldes not haue wtt^ lawe 

If pon dreddes goddes awe 

I drede but pon soone bete })i sake 

]?ou de3est not wi]>outen wrake 

Dowey Ion whi saistou so PMfsi.iMck] 

To fi desert I rede Jjou go 

Stille I rede J>ou holde J>e J>ore 

And of pis matere to speke no more 

For leue hir ^itt wol I nou3t 

pat ]>ou hast scido be]? dere bou3t 

I loue hir more ])en any ping 

pat is rooost a3eyn pe kyng 

pi brof er wif fro him to reue 

I rede bi tyme 3itt povi hir leue 

He seide Ion to muche is spoken 

And pat shal not be vnwroken 

]}ou shalt in mi prisons lie 

And peae wordis dere abie 

Herodias hated him to dede 

pei pn80U7ide him bi her rede 

In prisouii heroudes dud him cast 

For to make him agast 

To sle. him was he not in wiUe 

But pat wicked wommon to stille 

Hir to wrajjfe he dred sore 

For he loued no fing more 

his disciplis coom him to se 

pe kyng hem lete haue fre entre 

]>ei fonde him in pat prtsoun depe 

Mi3t fei not forbere to wepe 

Ion asked & wolde witt 

Wheper ibwu cnst oure lord 3itt 

Bigon wij) wordis him to kij>e 

For Jerof wolde he be ful blife 

TRINITY 



752 JOHN FRAYS HIS FRISI^S TO 00 TO JESUS AND ASK IF HE BE THE 
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" BreJ)er, " he said, ' * mi dere and freinde, 

Nu yee sal mine erand wend, 13087 

Til fat gret lauerding ia^a 

Sais him als i sai to yow, 

On mild maner sais your erra^ed, 

For-getes noght, bot vnderstand. 

Yee ask him if he be pat gom 13092 

]>at for man sauuete suld com, 

If it be he, hu lang sife, 

Sal he him hide and not ki])e 1 

Or his word he send vs fan 13096 

Quefer we sal bide a-nofer man 1 " 

fai laght fair leue, and went fra lohn. 

And com far iesus was fulson, 13099 

f ai said, *' sire, John f e greting sendes, 

fat he in hard prisun lendes, 

And askes if f ou he be fat sale 

Boni f e bundcn folk o bale/' 

'* I am he," he said, " parfai ! 13104 

And yee sal gre him wel and sai, 

Messels er hale, cripels gas right, S^if '** 

fe def has hering, blind has sight, ^^' *^ 

And fat man sal for-blisced be 13108 

fe quilk him sclanders noght for me." 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSSJ] 
^ fir disciplis tok fair ansuar 13112 
And luueli to sant Ion it bar ; 
Wit ie^u f ai left mikel folk fan. 
And he to ta[l]k wit f aim bigan, 131 15 
And bad f aim als to hald f am still 
Til fat he hadd f am said his wilL 
"God men," he said, "quatmanyodyee 
Vnto f e wildemes to se 1 
Wend ye© far fe rede to find 13120 
fat heildes waifand wit f e wind t 

COTTON 



my href e?* dere & my frende 

now 3e salle myne erande wende 

to fat grete lording* ihe^u. 

& says him as I say 30U. 

of mylde maner sais ^oure erande 

for-getis no^t bot vnderstaude 

3e aske him if he be fat gome. 

to saue mankinde atte sal come. 

if hit be he how lange sif e. 

salle he him hide & no3t kif e. 

or his worde he sende vs fan. 

quef er we salle bide a-nof er man. 

^ f ai la3t f aire leue & went fra lo&n 

& come f er Ihe^us was fuUe sone. 

& saide saynt lohn f e gretyng* sendis 

f er he in harde prisoun lendis. 

& askis if f ou be he atte sale 

borou f e bundyn folk of bale 

I am he f he saide parfai. 

and 3e salle grete him wele & say 

mesels ar hale criplis gas ri3t 

f e defe has hering* f e blinde si3t 

& fat man salle vn-blessed be 

f e quilk trawes no3t in me. 

& bid him sufifre & here blame. 

to ioy salle t2/me al his shame. 

^ f er disciplis toke f aire ansquare. 

& loueli to seint lohn hit bare. 

wif ihe^u f ai laft mykil folc fan. 

& he to talk wif ham be-gan 

& bad ham alle to halde ham stille 

til he had ham saide his wille 

& f er he preyched wif solempuite 

of f ing* fat was & 3et sulde be. 

alle may we no3t telle in rime. 

for hit walde aske to lange time.. 

FAIRFAX. 
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And he said, "mi bre^^ leue and frend, 

Na ^e sal mi eiand wend, 13087 

To ^t gret lauerding iem 

Sais him als i sai to 311, 

On mild man^ sais ^our erand, 

For-getes noght, bot ynj^erstand. 

30 ask him if he be ^at gome 13092 

pat for man sauuete sal come, 

If hit be he, ha lang sith 

Sal he him hide and noght kith 1 

On]»ir his word he send va )>an 13096 

Qne)>ir we sal bide a-no]>6r man 1 " 

pai tok pBii leue, & went fra iohn. 

And [com] ^ iesits was ful son, 

" Sir," ytd said, "iohn pe greting sendis, 

yea he in hard presun le[n]gi8, 13101 

Askes if )>a be he ^t sale 

Louse pe bunden folk of bale.'' 

'^ I am he," he said, " par fay ! 13104 

And 30 sal grete him well and say, 

Meseles er hal, crepelis gas right, 

Def has hering, pe blind has sight. 

And ^t man sal blissed be 13108 

De qoilk him sklandns noght in me." 

[ 

no gap in iJie MS."] 

pir desciplis toke fair answer 25*']^* 
And luueli to saint iohn it her; 13113 
wid iuu8 mekil folk left })ai ))an, 
And he to take })aim wid bigan. 
And badd ^aim all hald ^m stille 
Till he had ]>aim said his wille. 13117 
% ** God men," he said, "quat man 3ode 
Tnto fe wildrenes to se 1 l3® 

wend 30 ))aT )>e rede to find 13120 
^t heildis waifand wid \^ wind 1 

48 06TTINGE1V 



He seide my brej>ere leue frende 
Now shul 36 on myn eronde wende 
To ihe^u J>at lordyng now 
And 8ei]> him as I say to 30W 
On meke manere sey 3oure eronde 
For3ete]> not but yndirstonde 
Aske him if he be fat gome 
pai mon to saue now is come 
If hit be he how longe 8iJ>e 
Shal he him hide & not ki]>e 
Or bidde him sende vs word )K>n 
whej>cr we shul bide anoJ)«r mon 
pei toke leue & from Ion went 
And coom pere ihe^i^ was present 
])ei seide sir Ion ])e grete]) I was 
]>ere he in harde prisoun is 
And aske]> if )?ou be he \ai shale 
Louse \q bounden folk of bale 
36 I am he he seide parfey 
30 shul grete him wel & sey 
Meseles are hole &, crupels go ri3t 
Deefe han herynge & blynde han 8i3t 
And ]>at mon shal blessed be 
\ai him sclaundre]> not in me 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,^ 

pus f ei toke fis vnswere 

And louely to seynt hit here 

Muche folke was wi]> ihe«u ym 

And ho to take hem bigon 

He "bad hem alle holde hem stille 

Til he had hem seide his wille 

IF Gode men he seide what mon 3ede 36 

Into wildemes to se 

Wende 36 J»ere a reod to fynde 

J)at helde)) waynyng wif fe wynde 

TRINITY 
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PRISON. ON A feast-day HEROd'S NIECE GAME TO DANCE BEFORE THE GUESTS. 



Or yee a man slogh cledd in silk) 
Nai in kinge^ lius er snilk, 13123 
Sais me quam ]>an yee soght )>ar, 
Prophet? ya, for soth and mar, 
})is es he o quam was redd 
Langer ar he was bom or bredd, 
* I sal send for to puruai, 13128 

An angel forwit J)e J>i waL* " 
IF Sant Ion al-wais in prtsun lai, 
Til it com on a fest dai, 
J)at king herod did for to call 
]>e bamage of his king-rik all ; 13133 
fia was })e dai als men has herd 
))at he was bom in to ]>is werld. 
(^uen all war sett and ete at esse 
Bifor ])is king in his palis, 13137 

His bro]>er doghter, gent and smal, 
Com |>aim be-for al for to bale, 
Baled wel and tumbel wit-al ; 
Alle wondred on hir in jtat hall, 13141 
For SCO sa well her mister cuth, 
Als ))ai hadd hir son in muth. 
]>an said ]>e king ]>at maiden til, 
" Ask me quat thing fat J>ou will, 
I sal J>e it giue, wit-vten suik, 13146 
J)of fou ask half mi king-rike." 
And badd hir ask qt/^t-snm sco wald, 
And sua he suld hir coiuena/id hald. 
" Sir king," sco said, " godd yeild it J>e, 
For Jjar-of will i consail me.** 13151 
To ]>e bure sco tok hir pas. 
For to spek wit herodias. 
"Moder,** sco said, "qwakin thing Ccou «] 
Hede ye fat i ask fe king) ** 13155 
** And ha he hight fe at haf fi boun f '* 
« Ya.** ** ga fan and ask him son^ 

COTTON 



pOthir a man clad in silk* P SS^ii^** 
In kjngges howsis ai* fouiidyn thilk* 
Sey me what you sought thoi* 
Prophite ye foi^sothe & moi* 
This is he of* whom was reJ 
long ar he was bom or bred 
I shalle send to purvay 
Myn) angiH by-fore thy way] 

Seynt lohn f is quile in prisoun lay 
til hit felle on a feste day. 
atte f e king* made for to calle. 
f e bamage of his kingdome alle. 
f is was f e day as ^e haue herd 
fat he was borne in-to f is werde 
IF quen alle ware sette & ete at ays. 
be-for f e king* in his palays 
Ins brof cr doghtcr gente & smalle 
come playand hir wif a balle. 
ho daunsed & sange to tumble wti^-aL 
alle wonderred on hir in fat halle 
for ho sa wele hir mystri couf e. 
many an spac of hir in moufe 
IF fen saide f e king* f e mayden tiL 
aske me quat f ing* at f ou wille. 
I sal f e gif wif-outen squike. 
if hit be half my kingerike. 
& had hir aske quat-euer ho walde 
& square he walde hir couenand halde 
IF Sir king* ho saide god ^ilde hit fe 
consaile f er-of now nedis me 
to f e boure ho made hir pas 
for to speke wif herodias. 
moder ho saide quat-kin f ing«. 
rede ^e fat I. aske f e king*. 
IF if he haue he3t f e any bone, 
ga squif e & aske him sone. 

FAIRFAX 



HKR PRAISE WAS IK EVERY MAN's MOUTH ; THE KINO PROMISED TO OIYE HER 755 
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Or 'pe soth a man cledd in silk 1 
Xaiy kinges has er funden snilk, 13123 
Sais men quat )>at ^e soght }are, 
Prophete I 30, forsoth, and mare. 
piB es he of quam was redd 
Lang ar he was bom bredd, 13127 
' I sal send forto puruai 
aun angel forwid J>e f i wai.' " 

SAint iohn alwais in presun lai, 
Till it come on a fest dai, 13131 
y&t ]^e king did for to call 
pe bamage of his kingrike all ; 
])is was ]>e dai als men has herd, 
fat he was bom into fia world. 13135 
Quen all war i^ett and ett at ays, 
Bifor )>e king in his palays. 
His hroyer doghtir, gent and smale, 
Come bifor ]»aim for to bale, 13139 
Balid wele and tomblid wid al ; 
AUe wondrid on hir in fat hal. 
For scho sua wele hir maistri cuth, 
All })ai had hir sone in muth. 13H3 
^an said ^e king fai maiden till, 
" Ask me quat ]>ing als pn will, 
I sal )>e giue widvten suike, [} MS.flar] 
yf fu aske half^ mi kingrike." 13H7 
And bad hir aske quat sum scho wold. 
And suar he suld hir couenand hald. 
* " Sir king," scho said, " god ^eild it f e 
For ]>ar-on wil i consaile me." p ooi. «] 
To fe bure scho tak hir pas, 13152 
For to spek wid herodias. 
" Moder," scho said, " quatkin fing 
Eede ^e fat i aske \>e kingi " 13155 
** And has he fe hight to haf fi bone 1 " 
" ja." " ga fan and ask him sone, 

OdTTINOEN 



Ouper a mon clad in silke 

In kyngis honsis are founden ]>ilke 

Say me what ^e sou^t })ore 

Prophete je forsojje & more 

]>is is he of whom was red 

Longo ar he was borfi & bred 

I shal sende to pumay 

Myn au;zgel bifore f i way 

IF Seynt Ion so in "priaomi was 

Til a feste day coom in plas 

penne )>e kyng let to him calle 

\)e baronage of his kyngdom alio 

])is was ]>o day as ^e han herde 

J5at he was bom into J>iB werde 

whenne alle were wele at ayse 

Bifore fe kyng in his palaiae 

His hrofer dou3tir smal & gent [learsi] 

Bifome hem in halle went 

She cymbaled tomblyng wij) alle 

Alle wondride on hir in fe halle 

She so wel fat maistri coufQ 

Alle had hir soone in mou]>e 

])enne seide fo kyng fat mayden tille 

Aske me what is fi wille 

I shal 3e 3yue I make avow 

If hit be half my kyngdom now 

he had hir aske what she wolde 

And swor he shulde coueuaunt holde 

Sir kyng she seide god 3elde fe 

feronne wol I counsel me 

To chautnber she toke hir pas 

For to speke wij> herodias 

Modir she seide what man6r ))ing 

Bede I aske of fe kyng 

Ha)) he graunted fe ]>i bone 

Anoon ^enne go & aske him soono 

TRINITY 



756 HERODIAS ADVISED ; HER DAUGHTER ASKED FOR THE HEAD OF THE PRISONER, 
JOHN, IN A DISH. HEROD WAS WRATH WITH HIMSELF, BUT KEPT HIS OATH. 

ion J>at in prisun es, 13158 of lofen J>at in prisoun is. 

His heued to giue ))e in a diss." his heaed to gif ]>e in a disshe. 

IF Quen sco herd fia ])e feindes fode, V/ ^^^^ ho herde )>is )>at findes fode 

Bi-foT ]>e king sco com and stode, be-for ]>e king* ho come & stode. p laaf ei] 

" Sir," SCO said, "for fi bamage sir ho saide be-for fi bamage. 

1 wil ]>e ask nu nan vtrage, 13163 I. wille now aske ]>e nane outrage 
Thar J)e nathing to be dredand, thar fe na-J)ing* be dredande. 
Ko]>er i ask ]>o lith na land, nau]yer I. aske ]>e hous ne lande 
"Ne of er thing wit vnresun, ne nane o^er fing* wijK)ate lesonn. 
Bot ion heued, ]>i prisun." 13167 bot Tones heued in fi prisoun. 

IF Quen herod sagh fat sco wald nan /^ uen herodes herd at ho wald none 

Gift tak bot heued o iohan, V^ gift take bot fe heued of John 

Wit him-self he wex ful wrath, wif him-self he wex wraf . 

And namli for he suar his ath 13171 & namele for he square his af. 

fat he suar be-for his folk sa fele, fat he square be-for sa fele. 

fat men sold hald him for vn-lele. fat men sulde halde him vn-lele 

A sargant sent he to laiole, 13174 pA serjaunt to f* layle lete he gon) 

And iohan hefd comanded to cole ; And John to hede right anon)] ^ jJS^lJSr* 

His comandment was noght vn-dun, fat I. haue saide moste nede be done 

For he was heued and fat als sun, f er he comaunded to heued him sons 

To fe maiden fai it tagbt, 13178 & to f e may den hit was be-tajt 

Fra hir f e moder it sif en laght. . &a hir f e moder hit sifen la3t 

f ar-for euer worth hir wa I f er-fore euer-mare worf hir wa. 

fat godman dos wit tresun sla. fat godeman dos wif tresoun sla. 

But fis ded was said ful dere, 13182 bot fis dede was said ful dere. 

f e mining lastes yeitt hi yeir^ 3et is fer mynnyng* fer fis ^ere. 

Wit a greitliful soth vengeance, wif a dredeful sof ye/?iaunce. 

Men mai yeitt se sun sted in franco. fat ^et faUis sum-time in firaunce 

Wod men at his natiuite, 13186 wodemen atte saint Jones tide 

To kirk be draun wit semble, atte fe kirke bote to bide. 

f aa fat cums vte o fat blod [ 

fat godman slogh, fai wex wode, 

And eftor quen fe dai es gan, 13190 

fai haf fair wy t and gas f am ham. . . no gap in Fair/ax 4r Laud MSS,] 

IF f US-gat was sant Iohan slan, T^us-gate was saint lohfl slain. 

Ofer chesun was far nan. 13193 J ofer encheson was fer nane. 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



JOHN'S HEAD WAS GIVEN TO THE MAID ; BUT ^HE MEMORY OP THIS TREASON TET 757 
LASTS ; IN FRANCE AT ST JOHN'S TIDE, MAD MEN COME TO CHURCH AND ARE CURED. 



Of saint iohn pat in presiin es, 13158 

His hened to giue pe bi & dise." 

Qaen sclio fia, fat feindes fode, 

Bifor pe king scho come and stode, 

" Sir/' scho said, ** for fi bamage 

Nu will i ask nane vtrage, 13163 

Thar ]>e na-^ing be dredand, 

For nou^ i ask ]>e lith ne land, 

Ke nan oper ping wid ynresun, 

Bot iohnes heued pi pr^un." 13167 

ftuen herodis san pat scho wald nane 

Gifles take, bot pe heued of iohn, 

wit him-self wex he wrath, 

And namli for he soar pat ath 13171 

^at he suar for-wid folk so felle, 

psit men suld hald him for vnlele. 

A sergant [sent] he to ])e iaiole, 

And iohn he comand forto cole. 13175 

His comaitdement was noght vndone. 

For he was hefedd als sone. 

To pe maiden pel it taght, 

Fra hir hir moder it sij^en laght. 

^arfor ener ay worth hir wa ! 13180 

pat god man dos wid tresun sla. 

Bot pia dede was seld ful dere, 

pe mening jeit lastis bi jere, 

wid a greful uengance. 13184 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

To kirk be drauen wid gret semble. 

[ 



Of seint Ion pat in pnsoon isse 

his heued to 3yue ]>e in a disshe 

when;?e she ^is herde pat fendes fode 

Bifore pe kjng she coom & 3ode 

Sir she seide of ^i baronage 

Wol I aske noon outrage 

)>ar pe be no piDg dredonde 

I aske pe nou^er hous ny londo 

Nj noon opere f ing out of resou/i 

But lones heed ^i prisoun 

IF whenne heroude say she wolde noon 

Opere 3ifte but ^e heed of Ion 

WiJ> him self wex he wroojj 

And namely for he swor pat oo]> 

Bifore pat ilke folke so fele 

He wiste meo wolde bi7n hold vn lele 

A seriau7<t to pe laile let he gon 

Ion to hede soone anoon 

He was heueded also soone 

His biddynge was not vndone 

And take ^e maiden pat hit au3t 

His modir penne fro hir hit lau3t 

Jjerfore euer worf e hir wo 

pat good mon do]> wi]> tresoun to slo 

But pia dede was sold ful dere 

pe menyng lastej^ 3itt vche jero 

"Wip an open vengeaunce sene 

who so wol seche wi^outen wene 

[ 



no gap in the MS,] . ... no gap in the MS,] 

pusgat was him saint iohn slane, }us was good seynt Ion slone 

O^ a chesun was pax nane. 13193 * Oper enchesoun was pev none 

QOTTINGEN TRINITY 



758 John's death was dearlt bought, his soul went to hsll, bubst open its 
gates, and took a message of help to friends there ; christ's fore-runner. 



For to mak ending o mi tale, 

For illaliail gan sco to bale 13195 

fat gert his hefd sua forth be broght, 

Was neucr nan sua dere was boght. 

Als we men her of mikei tell, 

His saul went als sun til hell, 13199 

fe yatcs fand he sperd fast, cieaf7s,coi.i] 

And he fe barres of ham brast. 

And far he duelld a quile and bade. 

And socur fe bod word made 13203 

To freindes fat he ))ar-in fand, 

Ai to fe lauerd \>&m lesid o band. 

Til hell sua for-wit him he ferd, 

Bight als he did vnto pia werld, 

For-fi es he cald his foriner, 13208 

And cristes aun messager. 

His disciplis fat war bun, 

f ai ledd his licam vte o tun, 

Til sebastin wit mikel far, 13212 

])e hali cors f ai bind far. 

I rede yow nou lauerdings alio, 

Yee on f is blisced ion ai calle, 

For wijt yee sum i said yow ar, 13216 

A better barn wijf neuer bar. 

He es blisced ouer all prophet, 

Of al yur bale he mai yow bett ; 

Of hei oxspring fan es fis ion, 13220 

fat far vp sittes hei in tron, 

Nere be-taght to mild mari, 

Godd self es him nere sib for-f i. 

And to sant ion fe euangelist. 13224 

To f aim bring vs laucrd iesM cnst ! 

Herd yee haue o sant ion saues. 

He was slan in pasch daus ; 

Here nu quat herodias did, 

In a wall his heued sco hid, 13229 

COTTON 



for to make ending* of my tale. 

wa worf hir be-gan fat bale. 

fat gert his heued squa be brojt. 

was neuer def derre bojt. 

IF certis fis boke dos me telle. 

his saule hit went als sone to heL 

fe ^ates fande he spered fast. Urmdoaa} 

f* barres fer-of he oon^ to brast. 

& fer he dwelled a quile & bade. 

& of cristes come bode-worde made. 

to freindia fat be f er-in fande. 

ay til our lorde ham laused of ban<i 

til helle be-for him he ferde. 

ri3t als he dide in-to f e werde. 

for-f i is he calde cristis pM?Tiayer. 

& cristis awen messager. 

his disciplis f er was boun. 

& led his licame out of touit. 

til sebasten wif mikil fare. 

fis hali cors f ai birid faro. 

I rede 30U now lordingis alle. 
fat 30 on blessed John calle. 
be-fore as I. 30U saide are. 
a better barne neuer wife bare, 
he blessed him ouer ilk prophete. 
of alle 3oure bale he may 30U bete, 
of heye ospring* fen is fis lo&n. 
for now he sitis ful hey in trone. 
nere be-ta3t to milde mary. 
& to ihe^u sibbe for-f i. 
& to saint lohn f e euangelist. 
to ham us bring* ihesu crist. 
IF herde 30 haue of John sof sawes. 
he was slayne in paske dawes 
& herkenis now quat herodias did« 
in a walle f e^ heued was hid« JlUSSai} 

FAIRFAX 



HIB MBOrPLBB BUBIBD HIS BODT AT SEBASmEN. LET ALL OALL ON JOHN, 759 
BLBGSSD ABOYB ALL PBOPHBTS ! COUSIN TO GOD. JOHN WAS SLAIN AT EASTEB. 



For to -make ending of mi tale, SJ.'Jj**' 
Fal ilhaile gan scho to bale 13195 
^ gert bis hened sua forth be broght, 
was neuer nane sua dede boght. 
Als we men here of mekil telle, 
His sanle it went als sone to belle, 
ye 3ates fand gpeied fast, 13200 

And be ^q barres of fsdm brast, 
And ysLT be duelled a qutlle, and bade. 
And of socor pe bod-word made 
To freindes pat be ^ar-in fand, 13204 
Ai till pe lauerd faim lesid of band. 
Till bell sua forwid him be ferd, 
Eigbt als be did in to ))is werld, 
For-)^ es be cald bis forinnier, 13208 
And cristes anen messager. 
His disciplis, ^ai was bonne. 
And led bis licam vte of tune. 
Til sebastien wid mekil fare^ 13212 
pia ball cors ]>ai bind ])are. 
I rede ^u no, lao^xlinges alle, 
pat je on bHsced iobn ai call^, 
For witt 3e sum i sad ya are, 13216 
A better child w\jf nener bare. 
He es blisced oner ilk prophete, 
Of all jour bale he mai ju bete. 
Of bei ospring Jmn es pia iobn, 13220 
]»t par yp-sittes bei in thron, 
Xere bitagbt to mild mari, 
€k>dd bim-self es nere sibb for-]>i, 
And saint iobn ^e wangelist ; 13224 
To ^aim bringb vs, lau^ crist ! 
% Herd je bane of iobn soth-sans^ 
He was slan in pask dans ; 
Here nu qnat berodias did. 
In a wal bis beued sobo bidd, 13229 

OdTTINOEN 



Of pis to make an endyng 

In euel tyme bigan she tomblyng 

To make his heed of be bronjt 

Was neuer noon so dere boujt 

As we rede & hero telle 

His soule went anoon to belle 

pe jatis fonde he sparred fast 

And he pe barres of hem brast 

pere dwelled he a while & most nede 

And bodeword broujt of socour in dede 

To frendes pat he j^erinne fonde 

Til her lord hem lesed of bonde 

To belle bifore crist he ferd 

As he dud in to ^is werd 

perfoTQ is he called foigoer 

And cristis owne messanger 

His disciplis )}o were boun 

And ladde his body out of tom> 

To Sebastians wi]> muchel fare 

f is holy cors J>ei buryed fare 

peiiove I rede 30U brej^eren alle 

pat 30 on blessed Ion ay calle 

For wite je alle as I seide are 

A bettwr childe neucr wif bare 

He is blessed ouer vche propbete 

Of muchel bale he may vs bete 

Of beje ospringe pia Ion he is 

Sib to Ihesus in heuen blis 

And also to his modir mary 

He preye for vs to haue mercy 

[ 

. . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS.] 
* Herde 30 haue of lones so)}e sawes 
Slayn he was in paske dawes c^if 8s.ut] 
Here now what berodias did 
In a wal his heed she hid 

TBINITT 



760 HBRODIAS SALTED AND HID JOHN's HEAD IN A WELL, FOR FEAR HE MIGHT OOVE 
TO LIFE, AND THET BURNT HIS BODY, BUT HIS ASHES HAVE SINCE BEEN FOUND. 



See has it salted in a wall, 13230 

For SCO hir dred, if sua moght fall, 

His hefed war til his bodi don, 

pat he mond quiken als son, 

Thorn his mikel hali-hede : 13234 

Bot SCO did efter hai^en lode, 

pia bodi vte of erth ]>ai hint, 

And al to ponder poi it brind. 

Si))en war hali munckes send, 13238 

To gedir paa, askes pat pSLSL brend. 

Ponder or ban ))at f ai fand far 

fai gader vp, and wit ]>aiin bar. 13241 

[The Beginning of 

lesus pBi well wist o pia strijf, 

Quarfor sant ion was don o lijf. 

To pe lues )}at war felun 

In his louing he made sermon. 13245 

Fra nazareth to caphamaum, [coL t] 

Fra neptaUm to zabulon, 

Went he prechand o pe fai. 

In aueril pe to)}er dai 

Was fat he bigan to prcche, 13250 

And openli pe folk to teche. 

pe sinagogs all soght he 

Ouer-all pe land of galilee ; 

Of his sermun spac mani man, 13254 

And o))er mani loueword he wan. 

Quen he herd tel sant lohn was slain, 

To nazareth he went again, 

Vntil his aun kind contre, 13258 

Tua dais in aneril entre. 

He sermund wit his loueli spck. 

And heild mani fat war seke, 13261 

pe sam-hale fast til him fai soglit, 

fair heling groched he f am noght, 

COTTON 



ho has hit salted in a walle. 
for ho hir dred if sqna mu^t falle. 
his hened ware til his body done, 
fat he wald quilk in als sone. 
thorou his mikil halj-hede. 
& jet ho dide a balde dede. 
f e bodi ho gert of erf be hent. 
& alle to poudre fai hit brent, 
sif en ware hali monkis sent 
to gedder f e askis atte fai brent 
poudre & bane atte fai fande faro 
fai gedderred vp & wif ham bare. 

ChrisVa Ministry!] 

Ihesxxa fen wele wiste f is strife 
qnar-fore atte lohn was done of life 
to f e lewes fuUe of feloun. 
til ham he made his sarmoun. 
&a nazareth to caphamaum* 
&a neptalim to zabulum. 
went he preychand in his way. 
In aueril a-pon a day 
was hit he be-gan to preyche 
& opinli f e folk to teyche. 
f e synagoges alle sojt he 
ouer alle f e lande of galilee. 
of his sarmoun spac many man. 
& mykil lone he him wanne. 
IF quen he herde tel saint lolin was 
to nazareth he went a-gayne. [slain 
vn-til his awen kind cuntree. 
in f e be-gynnyngf of aueril as L tald f * 
he sarmonde per alle a weke 
& heled many atte was seke. 
f e cuntray hally til him sojt. Otf 6i.biidO 
f aire heling* groched he ham nojt. 

FAIRFAX 



JB3TXS WENT PBBAOHINQ PROM TOWN TO TOWN ; HE BEGAN IN APRIL, AND 761 
TAUGHT IN THE SYNAGOGUES WITH HIS LOYING SPEECH, AND HEALED MANY SICK. 



Bcho has it saltid in a wall, 13230 
For scho liir dredd if sua might £edl 
His heaed war till his bodi done, [coi. t] 
^at he muond qoickin again alsone, 
Thoro his meldl hali-hede : 1 3234 
Bot scho far efter siden ^ede. 
His bodi Yte of pe erde ]>ai hent, 
And all to poudir ]>ar it brent. 
Si^n war hali monkes sent, 13238 
To-geder ]>e askes pat pai brent. 
Ponder or bone pat ]>ai fand ]>are, 
psd. gedrid Yp, aTid wid psdm bare. 

[77is Beginning of 

legus pan. wist well pis strijf, 13242 
Quarfore iohn was done o lijf, 
To pG luus, pat war felune. 
In his louing he made sarmone. 
Fra nazareth to caphamaun, 13246 
Fra neptalim to Zabulom, 
went he prechand of ^e lai. 
In auerill, on pat o)}er dai, 
was it he bigan to preche, 13250 

And opinlik pe folk to teche. 
pQ synagoges alld soght he, 
Ouer all pe land of galile ; 
Of his sarmon spac mani man, 13254 
And of pe loueword pat wan. 
Qaen he herd tell saint ion was slaine. 
To nazareth he went a-gaine, 
In till his auen kindli contre, 13258 
Toa dais in aaeiil entre. 
He sarmoned wid his lou[li] spek. 
And helid mani )}at war seke, 13261 
pe Ynfer fast tille him ]>ai soght, 
pair heling groched he paim noght, 

gOttingen 



She ha,p hit salted in a wal 
For she dredde if so shulde fal 
His heed were to his body done 
He wolde qiuke a3ein soone 
J^our^e his muchel holy hede 
Aftir warde also she 3ede 
His body out of erp hent 
And alto poudir ]>6i hit brent 
Si]>en were holy monkes sende 
To geder pe askes pat )}ei brende 
Poudir or boon pat J)ei fond fere 
Vp f ei godered & wif hem here 

Chri4ft*8 Ministry,] 

% Jhesus wiste wel f is strif 

Wherfore Ion was done of lif 

To pe iewes pat were feloun 

In him preising he made sarmoun 

Fro nazareth to caphamaon 

Fro neptalim to zabulon 

he went prcchyng of pe lay 

In auerille pe toper day 

He bigon ]>o faste to preche 

And openly pe folk to teche 

pe synagoges alle sou^te he 

Ouer al pe iond of galile 

Of his sarmoun spek many man 

And of pe louerede pat he wan 

whenne he herde seynt Ion was slayne 

To nazareth he went a3ayne 

Into his owne kyndely cuntre 

Two dayes in auerille entre 

He preched holily and speke 

And heled mony fat were seke 

pe Ynhole faste to him sou3t 

her helyng grucched he hewi nou3t 

TRINITY 



762 JESUS NOW CHOSE OOHPANIOXS, NOT FBOH BARI^ OR LORDS, BUT AMONG MEAN 
MEN. PETER AND ANDREW HE FOUND FISHINQ, AT A WORD THEY LEFT THEIR 8HIF8. 



Leche to \>SLm was he ful hold, 13264 leche til ham he was fill holde. 
He asked nopet siluer ne gold. n&uper he asked silaer ne golde. 



\>a,n thoght iesus it was to lang 
Wit-vten felauscip to gan, 
]!^u ches felaus wil he bigin, 13268 
Bot noght o riche kinges kin, 
ITe of erel fan gret baron, 
Ne of er gret lauerding o tun. 
Bot mene men o pour lijf, 13272 

]>at pr/nces held man sifen rif. 
Tua brefer first, petre and andreu, 
Bath fai war o mild then, 13275 

Hade fai fam first nono|>er godd, 
Bot wit fair scipp f ai fand f am fode. 
Wit fair fissing war fai fedd, 13278 
And pouer liuelade far-wit fai ledd. 
Wit a word fai left fair scipps tain, 
For fat was al fair werld win, 13281 
Keuer sif en went fai fair mode. 
For fam thoght fair change gode. 
At see sant lohn and lam he fand, 
Quils fai fair lines war waitand, 13285 
Fader and moder and all fair kin 
And scliipp fai left and felud him. 
fan com til him ludas thadeu, 13288 
And broght wit him sant bartillmeu ; 
Sif en he com in til a bi 
Amor[n]ing fand he dan leui, 13291 
puplicane lede was he, Df7s,bk,coi. i] 
And als a man o gret pouste. 
le^us crist first wit him ete. 
And he for ie^u al for-lete, 13295 
To folu him thoght him na schara. 
And sifen Matheu was cald his nam. 

COTTON 



// f e geddering« of f e apoftolis. 

eong* KpottoUfTum 

N'ow f ing ihegua hit was to lange 
wif-outen felawshepe to gange 
to chose felawes he wille be-gyn. 
bot no3t of riche kingis kin. 
ne of erel ne of grete baronn. 
ne of er grete lordingis of touft. 
bot of er men of poner fode. 
fat sifen was halden princis gode. 
IT y. bref er petre & Andrew, 
baf ware meke & of gode thew. 
had fai first nane of cr gode. "-^JJ^jJjJJ 
bot wif f aire batis^ fai fande ham fode 
wif f aire fisshing* alsqua fedde. 
& pouer liue-laide f er-wif fai ledde 
sone fai laft f aire batis twin, 
& folowed ihe^u heyuen to win. 
& neuer sifen turned f aire mode, 
for fai sagh fat chaunge gode. 
IF atte f e see saint lo&n he fande 
quilest his lines he was baytande 
ffader & moder & alle f aire kyn. 
& bate fai left & folowed him. 
IF fen come til him ludas thadeu 
& bro3t wif him saint berthelmew. 
H Sifen he come vn-til aby. 
a morning* fande he an leuy. 
of puplican lede was he 
& sifen a man of grete pauste. 
Ihe^u cnste first wif him ete. 
& for him f is werlde al for-lete. 
to folow him. f u^t him na shame. 
& sifen nuithew was his name. 

FAIRFAX 



HB FOUND JOHN AND JAMES AT SIA, BAITINO THBIB LINBS ; THSN HB OAMB 763 
TO THADBU8 AND BABTHOLOMBW ; IN A HAMLBT HE FOUND LEVI THE PUBUCAN. 



Leclie to ^m he was ful hoild, 13264 Leche was lie to liein holde 
Non^ askid he siluer ne gold. He asked noufer sillier nor golde 



[Christ chooses 

pia thoght iesus it was to lang 

widuten felachip to gang, 

Chese him felans will he bigin, 13268 

Bot noght of riche kinges kin, 

Ne of erii, ne of gretd barune, ST'if* 

Ne o^r gret lauerding of tune^ 

Bot mene men of simpil lijf, 13272 

]»t princes hdd men sjden rijf. 

IF Tua bre^ir, peter and andreu, 

Bath ])ai war of mekil theu^ 

Ne had pe^. first nano]>«r gode, 13276 

Bot wid pail schip fand )>aim fode, 

wid ^air fissing war pai fedd, 

And pouer liuelade ^arwid ledd. 

wid a word left pai psa schippiB tuin, 

For pat was all pair worldis win, 1 3281 

And neu^ sij^en went j^air mode. 

For )^ai sau pair chaunge was gode. 

At see saint iohn and iame he fand, 

Qniles ])ai pair lines war baitand, 

Fadir & mod^ and alJ^ ^air kin. 

And schip ))ai left, and foluid him. 

pan come till him iudas thada, 13288 

And broght wid him sait bartilmeu. 

Si^en he come vntill a bijj, 

A morning fand he dan leui. 

Of publicane lede was he, 13292 

And als a man of gret pouste. 

Iesus crist first wid him ete, 

And he for iesvL all forlete. 

To folu him toght him no schame. 

And si})en mathe was his name. 13297 

OdTTINaBN 



the Apostles.] 

Jhesvi ])ou)t hit was ful longe 

Wif outen felowshipe to gonge 

To chese him felowes he dud bigynne 

But not of richiche kyngis kynne 

Nonper of erles ny of baroun 

Ny of ere grete lordynges of toun 

But mene men of sympul lif 

pat 8i])en were holden prmces rif 

^ Two brefer petur and andrew 

Bo})e })ei were of muche ])ew 

Had f ei furst noon opere gode 

But vdp her shipp fond hem fode 

"Wip her fisshyng were fei fed 

& pore liflode )}ei led 

WiJ> o word haue f ei ship for gone 

\)at was al her worldes wone 

Neuer aftir turned f ei her mode 

For pel say her change was gode 

At pe see lame & Ion he fonde 

As J)ei were lynes leyond 

Fadir & modir & alle her kyn 

And shipp )}ei lafte & folwed him 

]>enne coom to him Iudas thadeu 

And wi]> him brou3te bartelmeu 

Sif en he coom to abii 

A morenyng fonde he dan leui 

Of publicanes leder was he 

And a mon of greet pouste 

Ihesn furste yrip him he ete 

And he for ihe^u al for lete 

To folwe him poyi^tQ him no shame 

8iJ>en mathew was his name 

TRINITY 



764 JESUS OHOSE FIVE OTHERS, ALL TOOETHEB MADE TWELVE; THET FORSOOK 
WORLDLY EASE, AND LIYED TOOETHEB PEACEFULLY TILL THE END OF THEIR UYES. 



IF Si]>en simon and als iudas, 13298 
pe less jam and sant Thomas, 
))an ludas scarioth j^e bald, 
))at at ^6 last pia lauerd said. 
Tuelue )}ai war to tell in tale, 13302 
Quea bat bai war to-gedir hale. 
IF Fra pai pom to sli werld chess, 
Al ))ai for-sok )}is worlds hess, 13305 
To man f ai wroght neuer vn-pes, 
pof man )}am soght wit gret males ; 
For ))ai samen luued ilkan als bre]>er, 
]>air herdes sondrid neuer fra o])er, 
"Wit-vten threp or strijf, 13310 

Ai til ^e ending of ))air lijf. 
To petre pat he pouerest fand^ 
Of all he mad him mast weldand, 
For-bi all his oj^er feris, 13314 

Mast priuelege he gaf to peris. 
H To petre god said, " luues pon me ? " 
" f ou wat wel, lauerd, i luue wel pe" 
" povL sal do pem mi comandment ; " 
" Yaa, sir, gladli wit all mi tent, 
To dei for J>e if it be nede." 13320 
** Mi schep," said iestis, " sal }>ou fede. 
Petre," he said, " J>ou has ben god 
Fissar hiddir-til on flod, 
Fra pia dai forth i sal ]}e ken 13324 
For to be fissar god o men. 
Fra f is time sal |>ou for|>erward, 
Of heuen and erth be yate-ward. 
pSLim )7oa sal ]>e caiss ber, 13328 
For to oppen bath and sper. 
Quam sa ]K>a bindes, be ^ou bald, 
He sal for me be bunden tald. 
And quat man ))at ])ou lesess o barrd. 
For lous he sal in heuen stand. 13333 

COTTON 



IF Si^en Simonc) and ludas. 

p* lesse lames & saint thomas 

])en ludas scariot pe balde 

& si^en paA, traitour his lore) salde 

xij. ])ai ware to telle in tale. 

quen )}ai ware to-gedder hale. 

&a ]>ai ham til piB lorde chese 

pBi for-soke pia werldis ese 

to man f ai wro3t*neuer vn-pes 

)et ware ))ai so3t yrip grete males 

ilkan loued as )}ai ware broker 

& nane walde depart fra oper, 

ay til pe ending of f aire life. 

wiJ>-outen ani enuy or strife. 

to Petre at he pouerest fande 

of alle he made him mast weldanc) 

for bi alle his oper fens. 

mast preuilage he gaf to peris. 

IF To petre saide he f louis ])ou me. 

]>ou wate lorde hit mote squa be. 

|>ou sal do ]>en myne entent. 

gladli lorde )7i comaundement.^ 

to dey for J^e I. mote nedo. ^Sfc/ifaif?i 

my shepe saide ihe^us saltow fede. 

IF Petre he saide ^ou has bone gode 

fisshis to gete a-pon ^e flode 

fra ^is dai for]> L salle pe ken. 

for to be fissher of godemen. 

fra ))is time for)» saltowe be. 

porter of heyuen & erp sicurele. 

of ham ^ou salle pe keyes here. 

hsLp to opin & to spere. 

quam sa povL bindis be ))ou balde. 

he salle be for me bondin talde. 

& quat man ))at )}ou lausis of band 

for lause he sal in heyuen stande 

FAIRFAX 



JEBU8 MADE PETER THE OHIEF OF ALL ; ^' THOU HAST BEEN FISHER IN FLOOD, 7G5 
HENCEFORTH THOU ART FISHER OF MEN, AND SHALT BEAR THE KETS OF HEAVEN.*' 



Sijieii simond, and iudas, 13298 

^ less saiitt iohn^ a[n]d saint thomas, 
)»n iudas skarioth fe bald, 
^t at pe last his lauerd said. 
Tuelue war >ai to tell in tale, 13302 
Qaen )»ai war to-gedir hale. 
Fia yai Jnum to ]ds lauerd ches, 
AUe ]»d forsoke ^is worldes ese, 13305 
To man \>ai wroght neuer vnpes. 
If man J^im soght wid gret maleso ; 
Forj^ai psim loaedilkan als bre])er, [ool t] 
^ai hordes sondrid neaer fra opit, 
widvten ani threpe or strijf 13310 
Ai tills pe ending of fair lijf. 
To petre pat he pouerest fand, 
Of alle he made him mast weildand, 
Bifor all his oJ>er fens* C» ms. peri*] 

Most prmilag he gaf to pens. 13315 
To petre said he, " loues pn me 1 " 
" J)u wat wele, laue?*d, fat i loue f e." 
'' )n] sal do ])an mi comandcment." 
''ja, sir, wid mine alk entent, 13319 
To dei for fe, if it be nede." 
" Mi schipe,** said iesus, " sal pVL fede. 
Petir," he said, " pn has bene gode 
Fisser hidertille on flode, 13323 

Fra dis dai forth i sal ]>e ken 
For to be fisser of gode men. 
])n sal nu fra p'la time forward 
Of heuen and erd be jateward ; 
Of paim pn sal pe kays here, 13328 
Bath for to open and to spere. 
Quam saa ))a bindes, be he balde. 
He sal befor me bunden tald ; 
And qoat man )}a lesis of band, 
For lous he sal in heuen stand. 13333 

oOttinosn 



Si))en had he symond & ludas 
pe lease seint lame & seynt thomas 
pejme ludas scarioth pe bolde 
]>at afbirwarde his lorde solde 
Twelue were ^i to telle in dole 
Whenne f ei were to gider hole 
For pat )}ei to )}is lord chese 
f ei forsoke pia worldes ese 
To mon wrou3te fei neu^r vnpees [if w] 
))ei men hem sou^te wi)) greet males 
To gider ))ei loued as sister & brofer 
Noon wille sondre f o fro oJ>er 
Wijjouten alle chidyng or strif 
Til pe endyng of her lif 
Petur ])at he porest fond 
Ouer alle he made him moost weldond 
Biforen alle his opere feres 
Moost pWuilage he jaf to peres 
To peter he seide louestou me 
pon wost wel lord pat I loue pe 
povL shal do f cnne my comT^mundcment 
^is sir wij) al myn ent 
To de^e for ]>e if hit be nede 
Mi sheep he seide pon shalt fede 
Petur he seide pon hast ben gode 
Fisshore hidurto on pe flode 
Fro pis day forf I shal pe ken 
To be fisshere of gode men 
Fro f is tymo now shaltou be 
^atewarde of heuen & eTpe to se 
Of hem f ou shalt pe keyes here 
Bo])e to open & to spere 
Whom so f ou byndest be he bolde 
Bifore me bef he for bouwden tolde 
And whom fou lesest out of bonde 
For louse ho shal in hcaen stoude 

trinity 
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766 "thou art peter, thou and thy company are my friends." they 

SERVED BIM EVER SIMPLY^ IN PEACE. THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED HIM BY THOUSANDS, 



Petre es ))ou, and mi kirk sal 13334 
^at Stan sett hir grundwall ; 
Na wrenches o ^e maledight 
Aganis hir sal haae na might. 13337 
Yee serue me, f ou and pi fere, [ool 2] 
Yee ar mi freindes leue and dere." 
And sua ^ai did, bath dai and night 
]>ai serued him als wel was right, 
Wit-vten pride in simple lijf, 13342 
Wit-vten strut, wit-vten strijf. 
^6 folk him folud o pe land 
Bi hundret bath and bi thusand ; 
Men folud him for sere res\m, 13346 
Sum to here his suete sarmun. 
To se him-self and here his speko^ 
And sum for heie com ]>at ar seke, 
And sum to se meracles r^T, 13350 
Hu )mt he raised dedmen to 1^'f ; 
And sum al for til haue pe fode, 
For ilkman had part of his gode. 
And ]}ar pai ani defaut bitidd 13354 
Was noght his curtasi vn-kidd, 
pat he ne it sceud wit mani dedes. 
In mani stede wit mani medes, 
Als was befor pe archidicline, 
He tumd pe watur in to win. 13359 



% Lauerdinge^, in )}at ilk centre 

^at man clepes galilee. 

In a tun yee call pe chane 13362 

Bridall was )}ar broiden an ; 

pe bridgom did alle l^ider call 

His specialieat freindes all, 13365 

COTTON 



Petre artow Ss my kirk salle. 
on )}at stane sette I. my gronde-walle 
pNo wrenches of the maladicte 
A-yen hir shalle haue no my^t] 
seruis ne now alle infere. P fSfii^^ 
je ar my frendis leue & dere. 
& squa ))ai dide ba)) day & id^t, 
pBi seruid him & ]>at was ri^t. 
wi])-outen pride wij) simple life 
wif -outen strote wiJ)-outen strife 
IF pe folk him folowed of pe lande 
be many hundre & thousande 
men folowed be diuerse resoun. 
sum to here his squete sarmoun. 
to se him-self & here him spoke. 
& sum for hele atte ware seke. 
& sum to se miraclis rife 
how he raised pe dede to life. 
& sum al for to haue his fode 
for ^e nedi had of his gode. 
& ^are quare ani defaute be-tid 
was nojt his miraclis per vn-kid. 
pai he ne hit shewed wit/i many de^lis 
in many stede wi]> worj^i medis 
al»be-for pe arohitriclyne Paafes] 

he turned ^e water in-to wine 

how ihe^ns tumid water in-to wine 
atte pe bridale. 

Lordiugis in ^at ilk cuntree 
]>at men callis galilee 
In a toun was ^at at can. 
a bridale was pei' bodin an. 
pe bridegome dide ]>idder calle 
his maste tristi frendis alle. 

FAIRFAX 



BOMB TO BE HKALED, 80M8 TO SEE HIM OR HIS MIRACLES, SOME TO GET FOOD. 767 
HE SHOWED HIS OOURTEST IN MANY WATS; AS AT THE BRIDAL AT CANA. 



Petre es ^a, and mi kirc sail 13334 
On ^t stane sett hir grundwaL 
Ka wienkes of pe maledight 
Againes hir sal haue no might 
Semis me pn and pi fere, 13338 

^e er mi firendes leue and dere." 
And sua ]>ai did, bath dai and night 
yai seroid him, als wele was right, 
widuten pride, wit simple lijf, 13342 
widvten strut, widvten strijf. 
pe folk him folud of pe land 
Bi hondrith and hi thousand ; 13345 
Men folud him for sere resune, SfL^ij^* 
Sum to here his suete sarmune. 
To se him-eelf and here his speke. 
And sum for hele come pat war seke. 
And sum to se miraclis rijf, 13350 
Hu pat he raisid dede men to lijf; 
And sum all forto haue pe fode, 
For ilk man had of his gode. 
And p9x pat ani faute bitidd 13354 
was noght his curtasi ynkidd, 
pai he ne it scheud wid mani dedis. 
In mani stede, wid wordi medis, 
Als hifor ^e arthitricline, 13358 

pax he turned pe water to wine. 



Petur art ]k>u & my chirche shalle 
On pai stoon set hir ground walle 
No wrenches of pe maledijt 
A3ein hir shal haue no my3t 
Serue]} me )}ou & )}i fere 
36 are my frendes leefe & dere 
So f ei dud bo})e day & ny3t 
Him )}ei serued as hit was ri3t 
Wifouten pn'de in sympel lyf 
Wif outen boost wijjouten strif 
pe folke him folwed of pe lond 
Bi hundride & bi ]?ou8ond 
Men folwed him for dyuerse resouns 
Somme to here his sarmouns 
To se bim self coom somme eke 
Somme for hele pat were seke 
Somme to pe miracles rif 
How he reised dede to lif 
And somme for to haue pe fode 
For Yche mon hadde of his gode 
Ajid pere as any defaute bi tidde 
Was neuer his curtesy vn kidde 
But he hit shewed with mony dedes 
In mony studes wi]> wor)}i medes 
Aaatpe feest of architricline 
pere he turned watir to wyne 



[The Miradea and Sayings of Christ!] 



LAue^'dinges, in pai ilk contre 
pai men clepis galilee, 
In a tune men clepis chane, 13362 
Bridel was )>ar ordained ane ; 
pe bride-gome did ]>aim pidier calle 
His special freindes aUe, 13365 

OOTTINOBlf 



IT Lordyngis in pat ilke cuntre 
\)a,t men clopen galile 
In a toun ]>at cane is calde 
A bridale was pere on I halde 
\>e brydgome did hem ])ider calle 
His speciale frendes alio 

TRINITY 



768 JESUS AND MARY WERE AT A WEDDINQ, THERE WERE MANY GUESTS, NO SPARE 
OF MEAT AND WINE ; THE WINE WAS SOON FINISHED, MART TOLD HER SON OF THIS ; 



And was far-for to be 13366 

Vr lauedi and hir fre meigne. 
And iesus self he com ))ar-tilly 
Wit sum disciplis at his will. 
))at gadring )}ar was ful gret, 13370 
And mani semli sett in sete. 
))e folk ])at dai ful fair was fedd, 
O bred and flexs bath soj^en and bredd, 
Left pai noght for cost ne suinc, 13374 
And god wine had \>ai for to drinc. 
)}e win ]>am was noght spard amang, 
And f ar-for lasted it nog[ht] lang. 
Quen maria wist ]>air win was gan, 
Sco tald it til hir sun o-nan, 13379 
And mildeli sco made hir man, 
"Leifsun," SCO said, " wine haffai nan." 
And til his moder \>Q.n said he, 
" Quat es ))at to me and ]>e? 13383 
If it be sua ])air win be gnede, 
On us ne leses noght pe nede. 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS,] 
Bot we sal do f o qiiepeT als heind, PJ ^*j 
In nede J)an sal fai find vs freind." 
Sco cald pQ boteler hir to, 13390 

Said, " do ^at mi sun ^e bides do, 
pat he pe biddes be puruaid." 
" It sal be don, leuedi," he said. 
lesus badd pom psm o-nan 13394 

Fil )}air gret wessels o stan 
O water clere, and f ai did sua, 
)}an bad iesus p&m to ga 
For to tast o pat neu win, 13398 

And ber it to sir architricline, 
])at )}at hus was ))an husband, 
And costes to pQ bridal fand. 13401 

COTTON 



& was per praied for to be 

our lauedi & hir leue mejne 

& ihe^us self come |>er-tille 

wi]) sum disciplis atte hir wille. 

IF pat gedringf ^n hit was ful grete 

& many semeli sette in sete. 

)}at folk ])at day fuUe faire was fed 

wi)} soi^en & roste & wilde bred. 

lest ^ai no^t for coste ne squink 

& gode wine ^ai had. atte drink. 

hit was no3t spared hit went a-wai. 

lastis na-^ing* bot god ay. 

IT quen mary wiste J>aire wine gane 

ho talde hit tille hir sone a-nane. 

& mildeli ho made hir mane 

leue sone ho saide wine haue ])ai nane 

IT & tille his moder )}en saide he. 

quat is ^at for pe & me. 

if hit be squa paire wine be gnede 

on Ys ne lis no^t pe gnede. 

bot anly atte we come here to-day. 

& for our costage sal I. pay. 

for we sal do til ham has hende. 

in nede now saltow ^ai finde ys frenJ 

IF mari calde pe botiler hir to. 

do atte my sone biddis pe do. 

wiJ>-oute lette hit be puruaide 

hit salle be done lauedi he saide 

ihe^us bad ham sone on-nane 

fiUe ))aire grete Yessels of stane 

of water clere & J>ai dide squa. 

pen bad ihe^s ham to hit ga. 

for til taste of ))at new wine. 

& hero hit to sir architricline 

)>at of ^at hous was housbande 

& costage til )}at bridalle fande. 

FAIRFAX 



BS SAID, " IT 18 NOT OtTR BUSIKKSSy BUT WE WILL BE NEIOHBOURLT.'* JESUS 769 
BADE FILL THE STONE VESSELS WITH WATER, AND TAKE THE WINE TO THE MASTER. 



And was ^ar praid forte be 13366 
TT leuedi, and hir fre meigne : 
And iesits self, lie come par tille, 
wid sam desciplis at his wille. 
]»t gedring ])an it was fill gret, 13370 
And mani semli satt in sett. 
^ folk ^at dai f ul faire was fed, 
Of bred andflesse both so^in a.nd bredd, 
Left ]»i nouper for cost no suink, 
And gode wine pai had to drink. 
)»e wine was noght sparid amang, 
And ^arfor lastid it noght lang. 13377 
Quen mari wist ])ar wine was gane, 
Scho tald it till hir sane a-nane, 
And ^os mildli scho made hir mane, 
" Mi leue son, wine haue fai nane." 
And tille his mod^r ^an said he, 
'' Qoat es >at to me and ]}e ) 13383 
If it be sua ^air wine be gnede, [ooi. t] 
On Ys ligges noght ^e nede ; 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the ifS.] 
Bot jeit ]>an sal we do als hend, 
In nede ))an sal ])ai find vs frcnd." 
Scho cald fe botler hir to, 13390 

And said, " do ^at mi sun biddis ))e do, 
pai he ])e biddis be puruaid ; ** 
'* It sal be done, leuedi," he said. 
le8U8 bad )}aim )}an on-ane 13394 

Fille ]>air grete yesselis of stane 
Of watir clere, and ^ai did sua, 
])an badd iesus ))aim to ga 
For to tast of )}at neu wine, 13398 
And here it to sir architricline, 
|>at of ^at hous was ])an husband. 
And costes te ])e bridale fand. 13401 

49 GdTTINGEN 



So ]Kit pere was beden to be 
Oure lady and hir meyne 
Ihema him self he coom ^ertille 
Wi)} 8om7/ie disciplis at his wille 
]>e congregacioun was fill grete 
Aiud mony semely sat in sete 
]}e folke \ai day feire was fed 
Of breed & flesshe soden & bred 
Left fei neuer for cost ny swynke 
Good wyn J>ei badden to drynke 
]}e wyn was not spared among 
\)erioTQ lasted hit not long 
Whenwe mary wist her wyne was gon 
She tolde hit to hir son anoon 
She made hir moon in pnuete 
Mi leue son wyn wante we 
To his modir seide he ]k)u 
What is \ai to me & ^ wommon 
If hit be so oure wyn be gnede 
On YS Vl\ not ]>e nede 

[ 

. . . . no gap in tlie 3f/S.] 
But ^itt wol we do as hende \\mx 8s,t»ck] 
In nede shul \&i fynde ys firend 
She calde ))e botillere hir to 
Aiud seide do fat my son biddef do 
J)at he biddef mot be purueide 
Hit shal be done lady he seide 
l\iesu8 bad hem soone anone 
FuUe her grete Yessel of stone 
Of watir clere & f ei dud so 
]}enne bad lYieaus hem to go 
For to taste of fat new wyne 
And here hit to sir arthitr/cline 
\>ai of fat hous f o was husbonde 
And costage to fat bridale fonde 

TRINITY 



770 TH£ MASTER TASTED THE WINE, IT WAS 80 GOOD HE ASKED THE fiUTliER WHT HE 
HAD KEPT THE BEST WINE TILL THE LAST. THEY HELD THE FEAST WITH GREAT JOY. 



)}ai fild a cupp ^an son in hast, 13402 

And gaf it ))e architricline to tast ; 

He dranc and feild gode sauuTy 

Dranc he neuer ar sli licnr, 

And cald til him pe boteler, 13406 

And said him )}us, fat all moght her, 

" Quarfor," said he, " fus has J>ou 

Halden fe god wine to nowl 13409 

fe god drinc suld ]>ou first despend, 

And si>en drinc }>e wers at end, 

At end quen man es drunken made ; 

And yee \>q best has don in bade 

Ai hider-to, for-fi me thine 13414 

pe mar es wasted o yur drinc." 

])air fest fai heild wit grct gladscip. 

For suete it was, \>a,ii felauscipe, 

far he-self was, vr drightin, 13418 

And made f am o )}air water win. 

fia was ]>e formast sign he did, 

fat was til his disciples kyd, 

QuaT thoru fai can traistili tru, 13422 

Fra fat dai in vr lauerd ie^u. 

fan left f e bridgom his bride. 

And folnd iesum fra fat tide, 

Ne lai he neuer bi hir side, 13426 

Bot left hir and all werldes pnde, 

wijf for-sok he hand-band 

And tnrnd him to f e better hand. 

Men sais fat fia was sant lohan, 13430* 

Wit ie«u luued was better nan. 

He was cosin to ihesM crist, 

And sifen [h]e was ewangelist. 13433 

f is ilk was ion f e gospeller, [ooi. i] 

O ie^u brest lai at supe[r], 

wijt he dranc far o fe well, 13436 

fat he wit spede can efter spelL 

COTTON 



f ai filled a cuppe sone in haste 

& gaf fe architriclin to taste. 

he drank & felde gode sauour 

drank he neuer are sjche liquoure 

& calde til him f e botiler. 

& saide atte alle men my3t here. 

IF quar-fore he saide f us has fou. 

haldin f e gode wine to nowe 

f e gode wine fulde fou first dispende 

& sifen drink fe worre at hende. 

atte ende quen men is drunkin made 

Ss 3e f e best has done in bade. 

ay hidder-to for-f i me fink 

f e mare is wasted of our drink. 

f aire feste was halden vn-to f e ende 

wif better felawshepe fen sum wendo 

for f er was ihe^s fat blessed hyne. 

& made ham of f aire water wine. 

fis was f e formast signe he did. 

fat was til his disciplis kid. 

quar-fore traisteli con f ai trou. 

in our lorde blessed ihe^u. 

IF f er laft f e bridegome his bride 

& folowed iheeu fra fat tide. 

& lay he neuer bi hir side 

bot laft hir & werldis pride 

of wife he for-soke f e hand-bande 

& turned him to f e better hande. 

men sais atte fis was saint John 

wif ihe«us loued was better none. 

he was cosin to iheeu crist 

& sifen he was f e euangelist. 

fis ilk was lohn f e godspeller. 

on iheeu brest lay atte soper. 

of wesdome drank he fer f e welle. 

fat he wif speche coude sifen spelle 

FAIRFAX 



THIS WAS THB FIB8T SIGN THAT THB DISCIPLES SAW JESUS DO. THE BRIDBGBOOM 771 
LEFT HIS BRIDE AND FOLLOWED JESUS ; IT IS SAID HE WAS JOHN, OHRIST's COUSIN. 



yai fild a cope sone in hast, 13402 
And gaf sir architricline to tast ; 
He drank, and felg gode sauur, 
Ne drank he neaer sli licur, 
And cald to him pe boteler, 1 3406 
And said him J>us, pat all might here, 
" Quarfor," he said, " pns did fu 
Has halden \>e god wine to nul 13409 
^e gode drink suld p\x first dispend. 
And sipen drink pe wers at end, 
At ende qaen men es drunken made. 
And je pe best has done in bade 
Ai hij^erto, for))i me think, 13414 

pe mare es wastid of vr drink." 
^ir fest ])ai held wid gret gladschip, 
For suete it was, psdi felaoschipp, 
psa himself was vr drightine, 13418 
And made ))aim of >aire wat^r wine. 
pia was pe formast singne he did, 
^t was till his discipUs kidd, 
Quarfor ]>ai gun trastli trou, 13422 
Fra ))at dai in vr lau^rd ie^u. 
fan left pe bridgome pe bride, Jjj*!?** 
And folud iesn fra pat tide, 
Ne lai he neuer bi hir side, 13426 
Bot left hir and all worldes prid. 
Of wijf ho forsoke pe handband, 
And turned him to pe better hand. 
Men sais pis was saint iohne, 13430 
wid iesus loued was better none, 
He was cosin to iesus crist. 
And sij^en he was ewangelist. 
p'lB ilk was iohn pe godspeller, 
fat lai on iesu. brest at super, 13435 
Of witt he drank J>ar-of pe well, 
pat he wid speche gan sifen spell. 

GdTTINOEN 



pel filde a cuppe soone in haast 

And 3af architncline to taast 

He dronke & felt good sauour 

Dranke he neuer eer suche licour 

He calde to him pe botillere 

And seide to him pat alle mi3t here 

Whi he seide f us didestow 

To holde pe good wyn til now 

pe good drynke shulde furst spende 

And pe weiker at pe ende 

Whenne men bej) dronken in Jwt tide 

And 30 pe best haue made to abide 

Ay Iddurto as me f inke 

\)e more is wasted of oure drink 

Her feest f ei heldo wif melodie 

Swete hit was pat companye 

J>at he pere was fat suflfred pyne 

And made hem of her watir wyne 

]}Is was pe formast signe he did 

l>ai was bifore his disciplis kid 

Jjerfore trowed f ei f o new 

Fro fat day in god ihesu 

penne lafte fat bridgome f e bride 

And folewed ihesvi fro fat tide 

lay ho neuer bi hir syde 

But lafte hir in alle worldes pride 

Of wif forsoke he hondbonde 

And toko him to f e better honde 

Men seyn f is was seint Ion 

Wif ihesu. better louod was noon 

He was cosyn to ihe^u crist 

And sif en he was euai/ngelist 

Jjis was Ion fe gospeller 

And lay to ihesvi brest at f e soper 

Of witt he dronke fere of f e welle 

]}at he wif speche gon sif en spelle 

TRINITY 



772 THIS JOHN WAS THE FOURTH OOSPELLER, TRUE IN HIS SAYINGS, AND SUBTLE. 
JESUS WENT OVER THE SEA OF TIBERIAS, THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED TO HEAR HIM ; 



Sli eigne did crist at ))is bridall, 13438 

fat ilk lohn telles in his talle, 

O fat iesM walkand in erthe, 

O gosspellere he was J)e ferth. 

Marc, luca, Matheu, his felaus, 13442 

Bot iohn was sothlist in saus. 

For-]yi to |>e am lickest es he, 

fat es na foxl sua ferr mai se, 13445 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS.] 
And es na foxl sa gleg of ei, 
Ke nan fat mai flei sua hei ; 13449 
Bot for propheci i dar noght sai 
Quere fiB was fat ilk or nai. 
IT Ihesus, he sais, a passage made 
Vte ouer a see o tibariade, 13453 

Grett was fat folk him foluand yode. 
To here his preching thoght f&m god, 
fair hele to get J>ai fan war seke, 
Fra fol ferr can fai till him seke. 
fia folk was mikel, all for to tell ; 
Jems clamb vp vn-til a fell, 13459 
His a-postels wit him he ledd, 
Bi-held fat folk a-bute ))am spredd 
fat folud him til mikel thrang, 
Him reud fat Jai fasted lang.^ U Ms.iand] 
fe dales was wit folk ouer-laid ; 13464 
Philip he cald til him and said, 
" Philip, fiB folk ar wonder fele, 
Hu redes ))ou we wit ))am dele ? 
Jai haf gret mister nu o mete, 1 3468 
Quar sal we nu fair fode gete 1 " 
])is he said, fe gospel telles, 
To fand him and nathing elles. 
For he fat wroght bath sun and mone 
Wist well wat he had to don. 13473 

COTTON 



suche signe dide criste at fia bridale 

|>at ilk Iohn tellis in liis tale. 

of ))at ihe^u walcande in er]>. 

of gospellers he was fe fir]y 

marke luke matheu his felawes 

bot Iohn was soflist in his sawes. 

j>at was neucr fowel sagles^ of eye 

ne nane )>at may flye sa hey 

mare sotel in his werkis P r€ad m gi«g] 

& squa sais alle haly clerkis. 

IT alle fat he segh he dide hit write. 

of goddes werkis fat was parfite 

marke matheu & luke also 

alle accordet Iohn vn-to. 

Ihesus he saide a passage made ^JSti*** 
out ouer fe see of tiberiade. 
grete was fat folk him folowand ^ode 
to here his preyching f U3t ham gode 
f aire hele to gete atte fen was seke 
f ai folowed him fat was sa meke. 
IT f is folk was mykil for to telle, 
ihesus clambe vp vn-to a felle 
his apostoles wif him he led. 
bo-helde fat folk a-boute him spred 
fat folowed him in mykil f range, 
him rewed f ai had fasted lange. 
IT f e dalis wif folk was ouer-laide. 
Phelip he calde til him & saide. 
phUip f er folk ar wonder fele. 
how redis f ou wif ham atte we dele 
f ai haue grete myster now of mete, 
quare salle we f aire fode gete. 
f is he saide f e gosspel tellis 
he dide to fande him & naf ing< ellis 
for he fat wro3t baf sunne & mone. 
wiste wele quat he had to done. 

FAIRFAX 



THBBB WBRB SO MANT THAT HB WENT ON TO A HILL, THE VALLBTS WERE FILLED 773 
WITH FOLK, AND HE PITIED THEIR HUNGER. HE ASKED PHIUP WHAT THEY SHOULD DO. 



Sli signe did ciist at his bridale, 13438 
ysi Uk iohn tellis in his tale. 
Of pst iesa walkand in erth, 
Of godspellers he was ]>e ferth. 
Marc, luca, xnathe, his felaus, 13442 
Bot iohn was sotilest in saus. 
For^i to ^e am likest es he, 
^t es na foul sua fair niai fle^ 

[ 



. . . . no gap in the M8S\ 
And es na foul sua gleg of ei, 13448 
Ke nane ^t mai fli sua hei. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8,^ 

Iesus, he said, a passage made 
yte-ouer pe se of tibereade, 13453 
Giet was ^e folk him foluand ^ode, 
To here his preching |>oght faim godo, 
pm hele to gete pat was seke, 
Fra fer till him gan pfd sek. 13457 
fis folk was mekil, all for to tell ; 
lesus clamb yp intUl a fell. 
His apo^lis wid him he ledd, 13460 
Biheld ]>at folk abute ]>aim spredd 
)>at folud him in mekil thrang, 
Him reud )>ai had fastid lang. 
pe dslla war wid folk ou^rlaid ; 13464 
Philip he cald til him, and said, 
" Philip, J)is folk es wonder fele, [col i] 
Hu redis pn we wid haim dele ) 
Ku haue |>ai gret mister of mete, 
Quar sal we ))air fode nu gete V* 13469 
p\a he said, pe godspel tellis. 
To faand him, and for na ping ellis, 
For he pat made bath sunne & mono 
wist well quat he had to done. 13473 

oOttingbm 



pis signe dud crist at his bridals 
pat same Ion telle]) in tale 
Of ))0 pat ihe^u had in er]>e 
Of gospelleres he was pe ferfe 
Marke. lucas. & matheu his felawes 
But Ion was pe sotilest in his sawes 
perioTQ to pe em likened is he 
]yat is no foule so he^e may fle 

[ 

. . . . 710 gap in the MS.] 
Is noon so si3ty foule of e3e 
Ny so fer to flo may dre^e 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
IT Ihesus a passage made he 
Ouer pe see of tiberiade 
Greet was pe folke him folwynge jede 
To here his sarmoun hem Jyou^te gode 
Her hele to gete pat were seke 
For fer |>ei sou^te him ful meke 
pia folk was muche & of greet wille 
Ihesits clomb vp into an hille 
His disciplis wi]y him he ledde 
Bihelde pe folke aboute hem spredde 
pat folewed him in muchel ]>rong 
Him rewed pat )>ei had fasted long 
^e dales were wi|> folk ouer leide 
Philip he calde to him & seide 
Philip pia folk is wondir fele 
How redestou we wij hem dele 
Now haue ]>ei greet nede of mete 
where shul we her fode gete 
pua he seide pe gospel telles 
Him to assays & no ]>ing elles 
For he pat made sonne & mone DMf 8«3 
"Wist wel what he had done 

TRiNixr 



774 THB PEOPLE HAD FASTED 3 DAYS, IF THKt BAT NOTHING THET WOULD DIE. 
PHILIP SAID 800 PENOB WOULD NOT SUFFIOB j THET HAD ONLY 6 LOAVES AND 2 FISH. 



)>ai folud him fastand dais thre, 13474 
^ar-of had ieaus gret pite, 
" And if f ai," he said, " tunn ham fair 
Bi }>e wai soil faile sal fai. l'^^' 

Quen ]>ai sal find nathing to bij, 
Ded bi fe stret Jan men Jai lij." 13479 
Philipp said fan, '^lauerd/qt^t consail 
Mai i youu giue ^SLtn mai aoail 1 
^Me-thinc to do fat war noght eth, 
Qua had o penis thre hundreth ^k|*jJiJ I'j 
Bred for to bi, fai ar sua fele, 
"War til ilkan bot a morsel." 13485 
fan spac andreu, was na sa mild, 
" We haf wit vs," he said, " a child 
fat has fine laues and fisches tua, 
But quat don f ai wit-vten maa 1 " 
fan said vr lauerd, *' i-nogh es fat, 
Dun i wald fe folk all saitt. 13491 
"We sal," he said, " do nu ful wele ; " 
For hai far was a mikel dele. 
Quat sal i sai jow lang sermun 1 
All right far war fai sett dun, 13495 
lesus blissed f is bred for-melt, 
And sif en badd it suld be delt. 
He blisced als f e fisches tuin, 
And sett his fusun fam wit-in, 13499 
fat quen all forwit fam was sett, 
All fai had i-nogh at ette. 
f is bred and fische was delt a-bute, 
Had nan defaut in al fat rute. 
Godmen it was a gret gadring, 13504 
lestis fedd wit sua litel a thing, 
Tua fisches and fine laues o here, 
fat ieeus wit fedd suilk a here ; 
Abute fine thusand als it es redd, 
Was fat folk fat he far fedd. 13509 

COTTON 



fai fowloed him fastande dales f re, 

f ar-of had ih^^us grete pite. 

& if fai he saide tume ham f aire way 

bi f e way sone falle wille fai 

quen fai sal finde na-f ing< to by. 

for defaute dede mone fai ly. 

IT Phelip saide lorde quat consail 

may I. 30U geue fat may a-yaile. 

me fink to do fat ware uojt ef 

if I. had of penis an hundref . 

to bye brede fai ar sa fele. 

hit ware til ilkane bot a morsel 

IT fen spac andrcw was nane sa milda 

we haue wif ys he saide a childe. 

fat has y. lauis & fisshis twa. 

fai wil no^t seme wif-outen ma. 

IT fen saide our lorde I.-nogh is fat. 

doun L walde f e folk ware satte. 

he comaunded to sette ham wele. 

of hay f er was a mikil dele. 

quat sulde I. make jou lauge sarmoun 

alle rijt fare ware sette doun. 

Ihe^us blessed f is brede standande 

& sif en delt hit wif his hande. 

& fen he blessed fe- fisshis twin. 

& sette his foisoun ham wif-in. 

quen hit be-for ham was sete. 

alle fai had I.-nogh atte ete. 

IT f is brede & fisshe was delt a-boute 

had nane defaute in al fat route. 

c^is hit was a grete geddering* 

Ihe^us fed wif sa litel f ing< 

\j. fisshis & V. barly lauis 

alle was fed godemen & knauis. 

a-boute y. f ousande as hit is red. 

was f e folk atte per was fed. 

FAIRFAX 



JBU8 MADS THS PBOPLB SIT ON THB OBA88, HB BLESSED THE FOOD AND SET 775 
ABUKDAKOB BEFORE THEM. GOOD MEN ! IT WAS A CBOWD, HE FED 6000. 



}ai folud him fastand dais thre, 13474 
Of yahsL had iesits gret pete, 
And said, " if ^ torn ham j^dr wai, 
For fe faint sone faile sal ]yaL 
Qnen ]^ mai find na pmg to bij, 
Dede bi strete p&n mon ^ai lij/' 13479 
Philip said, " lauerd, qoat cunsaile 
Mai i giue ^at mai )>aim waile 1 
Me thinck to do war noght eth, 
Qua had penis thre hundreth 13483 
Brede wid to bi, ]yai or sua fele. 
It war to ilkan hot a morsele.'* 
^an spak andreu, was nan so mild, 
He said, " we haue wid vs a chi[l]d 
yai has fine lauis and fisses tua, 13488 
Bot quat es fat widvten ma 1" 
^an said yr lauerd, '* enoght es ]>at, 
I wald pe folk dune all satt." 
He said, " we sal nu do ful wele ; " 
Of hay ^an was fat mekil dele. 13493 
Qnat sal i sai ^u lange sarmune ) 
All^ right faf ^ai sett faim dune. 
Jegus bUscid fia bred for-melt. 
And si]yen bad it suld be delt j 13497 
He bliscid sij^en pe fisses tuine. 
And sett his fuisum |>aim widine. 
]Hit quen it forwid paim was sett. 
All )m had enoght at ett. 13501 

^Is bred and fisse was delt abute, 
Had nan defietut in pat route. 
Gode men, it was a gret gedring p~^J;«] 
Jems fedd wid sua litil ]ying ! 13505 
Fisses tua and fiue laues of bred, 
pat iesuM wid fedd suilk a here. 
Abute fiue thousand, als it es red, 
was )>e folk pat he ))ar fed. 13509 

G(5TTIXGEN 



)}ei folwed him fasting dajes ^re 

Of hem had 'ihesua greet pite 

He seide if pei tume hoom her wey 

For defaute faile wol ]yai 

whenne J)ei may fynde no f ing to by 

Dede bi strete mot pei ly 

Philipp seide lord what couTisaile 

May I 3yue hem to availe 

Me |>inke to do hit were not e^e 

who so had penies ]>re hundre]ye 

To bie ynp breed ]>oi are so fele 

Hit were to ychone but a mossele 

\)o spak andreu was noon so milde 

He seide we haue wi]> vs a childe 

]>at hap fyue loofes & fisshes two 

But what is pat wi^outen mo 

Oure lord seide Inow3e is ^at 

I wolde ]>e folke alio doun sat 

He seide we shal do ful wele 

Of hey Jere was muchel dele 

What shulde we seie of p\a sermoura 

Alle anoon seten hem doun 

Jhesua blessed |>is breed wi]) grace 

And dud hit to be dalt in place 

He blessed als ])o fisshes two 

And made his foisoun ]>erynne to go 

Whenne hit biforn hem was leide 

Alle had Inow3e ])ei seide 

))is breed & fisshe was dalt aboute 

Had noon defaute in ]>at route 

Wite we hit was a greet gederinge 

\)at ihe^tis fed wi|> so litil ])inge 

witA fisshes two &, fyue loues of breed 

Fyue ^ousande fed he vnp his reed 

[ 

. . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS.] 

TRINITY 



776 TWELV£ BASKETS OF REMAINS WERE COLLECTED ; THE PEOPLE THANKED QOD.* 
NOT LONQ AFTER JESUS DID ANOTHER SIGN ; HE MET A MAN WHO WAS BORN BLIND. 



Qt^^n ]>ai had eten, ])at drightin 
Bad ]yam late na cmmmes tin, 13511 
pe releif gadir ]>ai in hepes, . 
And fild ]yar-wit tuelue mikel lepes. 
fuB can he sett all his fusun 
Quar he will giue his benisun, 13515 
^e folk all pat he gaf his fode, 
])ai thancked godd of all gode, 
And said for soth, ^' ])is ilk es he, 
f&t sal his folk do saued be." 13519 
IT Efter ^at ^is signo was don, 
Koght lang bi-tuix hot alson, 
A-no])er he did ])at yee sail here, 
AIb telles ys pia ilk gospellere, 13523 
Of a man ]yat bom was blind, 
And soght at ie^u grace to find. 
legus was ^ar he welk ^e stiet, 
Wit fis blind Jar can he mete ; 13527 
Him asked his disciplis ])an, [coi. 23 
" Lauerd," fai said, " wat es fi nam, 
Or his eldres don bi-fom 13530 

pat he ])us-gat suld blind be bom ? " 
y&n said iesus, " has nojer he ))is, 
Ke als his oxspr[i]ng don Je mis, 
Bot for Jat godds werckes mai 13534 
In him be sceued fra fia dai. 
Mi fader werkes most i do 
To-qnils fat i haf dai Jar-to, 
Fra now behoues Je sun him spede 
For to do his fader dede. 13539 

Wirk i most al for-wit night, 
Ai quils Je dai it lestes light, 
To-qnils i in fis werld be. 
It has na lightnes bot me.*' 
Wit Jis vn-to fe erth he spitt, 13544 
And wit Jat erth he menged it, 

COTTON 



quen Jai had eten I.-nogh at wille. 
iAesus ham bad na relefe spille. 
)>ai geddered hit &ire on hepis. 
& filled per-wip xij. grete lepis. 
Jus con he sette his foisoun 
per he wille gif his benisoun 
Je folk* alle he gaf Je fode. 
Jai Jonked god of al Jat gode. 
& saide for-soj Jis ilk is he. 
Jorou quam pe folk sal saued be 

Efter atte Jis Jing* was done. 
no3t lange be-twene bot als sone 
a-nojer he dide at ^e salle here, 
squa sais saint John pe gospelere. 
of a man Jat borne was blinde. 
and sojt atte Ihe^ grace to finde. 
IT IheiHis come walcande in pe strete 
wij pia blinde man per con he mete 
his disciplis askid him Jan. 
lorde Jai saide quat is Jis man. 
or quat did his eldres be-fome. 
Jat he Jus-gate blinde is borne. 
IT Jen saide ihe^is nauj^ he Jis. 
ne his ospring* has done amys. 
bot for atte goddis werkis may. 
in him be shewed fra Jis day. 
my fader werkis he saide I. do. 
to-quilest Jat I. haue day Jer-to. 
fra now be-houis Je sone him sprede 
for to fulfille Je fader dede. 
wirk* he moste be-for Je ni3t 
ay quen Je day lastis brit. 
Je quilest I. in Jis wer[l]de be. 
hit has na lethenes bot of me. 
wij Jis vn-to Je erj he spitte 
& wiJ Jat erJ he menged hit. 

FAIRFAX 



THB DISCIPLES ASKED WHAT CRIME HE HAD COMMITTED. JESUS SAID NONE ; 777 
BUT god's work should BE SHOWED IN HIM, " 1 MUST WORK WHILE IT IS DAT." 



Qaen. pai had etin, badd drightin 

]Ktt fsi sold na cmmmes tine, 13511 

fe relef gedrid ]^i in hepis, 

And fild ^-wid tuelue gret lepes. 

^08 can he sett ai his f usnn 

Qnar he will giue his benisun. 13515 

pe folk all ^t he gaf fode, 

ysi thankid god of all his gode, 

And said, " forsoth ]>is ilk es he 

fiat sal his folk do sauued be." 13519 

Efter pat ^is eigne was done, 
Koght lang bituix bot alsone, 
Ano]>er he did pat ^e sal here, 
Ab tellis p\a ilk godspellere, 13523 
Of a man pal bom was blind. 
And soght at iesus grace to find. 
le8U8 was ]yar, he welk pe strete, 
wid pia blind ])ar gan he mete, 13527 
His disciplis him askid ))an, 
*' Lauerd," ])ai said, ** quat has pia man 
Or his eldris done bifom 13530 

pat he ]yugat suld blind be bom 1 " 
)>an said iesus, " has nou]>er he |>is, 
Ne 3eit his ospring done j^e mis. 
Bot for pat goddis werkis mai 13534 
In him be scheud, fra ]>is dai. 
Mi fadir werkis most i do 
]K>-quilid qitat i haue dai ])ar-to. 
Fra nu bihouis |>e sunne him spede 
Forto do his fadir dede, 13539 

wirke he most fast forwid night, 
Ai quilis pe dai it lastes light. 
To-qniles I in pia worlde be, [coi. 2j 
It has na lightnes bot of me." 
wid pia ynto ^e erd he spitt, 13544 
And wid ^e erd he menged itt, 

oOttinqbn 



^e lorde of blisse & of pyne 

wolde ]}ei shulde no crommes tyne 

He bad geder fe relef of hepes 

Perwip pe fulde twelue lepes 

pua con he set his foisoun 

where he wol 33rue his benesoun 

Alle pe folke pat pere jode 

))onked god of her fode 

And seiden 8o|>eli pia is ho 

pat shal his folke do saued be 

IF Aftir ]}at ))is signe was done 

Kot longe bitwene but soone 

Ano])er he dud ^e shul here 

As telle]) vs pe gospellere 

Of a mon bom was bljnde 

And sou^te at ihe^i^ grace to fynde 

Ihesus was pere he welke pe strete 

And wi]) ])i8 blynde gon he mete 

His disciples asked ))an 

Lord ))ei seide what ha)) pia man 

Of his eldres don biforn 

j)at he shulde blynde be born 

Ihesits seide ha]) not he ])is 

Ny jitt his kyn don pat mys 

But for goddes werkes may 

In him be shewed fro ])is day 

Mi fadir werkes mot I do 

Whil pat I haue day ferto 

For now hiliouo]) pe son to spede 

For to do his fadir dede 

Worche he most bifore fe ni^t 

Whiles fe day lestef lijt 

whil I in J)is world shal be 

Hit haf no lijt but ypon me 

Anoon to f e erfe he spit 

And wif erfe he menged hit 

TRINITY 



778 JESUS MADE AN OINTMBNT WITH OLAT, SMEARS) THE ETBS OF THE BLIND MAN, 
AND BADE HIM WASH j HE DID SO AND WAS CUBED. ICEN STABED WHEN THET SAW HIK. 



And tok he o ^at smerl a-wai, 13546 
And sfnerd Jar-wit his ojjer eL 
And sij^en he said til him, " leif freind, 
To natatorie nu sal Jjou wende, 
At natatori sylee 13550 

)>ar sal ])in eien wassed be." 
He went and wess his eien Jare, 
And tok his sight in fat siquare ; 
Pra nu thar him namar be ledd, 1 3554 
He com again ^ )>an to fat stedd. 
Quen men him sagh fat kneu him are, 
Fast fai can on him to stare, ^ ^^^^^ 
Sum ])an said, " es ])ou noght he 
fia endir day pat moght noght se ) '' 
Su7nsaid, **he1 nai,"8um said, "fis ilk," 
And sum, *^ bot an fat semes suilk," 
fe soth tuix ))am cuth f&i noght find ; 
f&n ansuard he ])am fat was blind, 
" J)at ilk es i, for-soth i sai." 13564 
** Hu gat ]}ou fsLTL ))i sight 1 " cuth )>aL 
" Mi sight," he said, " fan gatt i Jus, 
Jat es a man fat hatt iesusy 
He smerd wit lam min eien tua, 
And bad me sijen for to ga 13569 
To natatorie siloe, 
' Ga wasse Jin eien Jar,' coth he. 
(^uen i had don Jat he badd me, 
Als suith Jan moght Jai wele se." 
2** Quai es," coth Jai, " he, Jat ie^ 1 " 
" I ne wat," coth he, " quar es he nu." 
Jai hint^him Jan, Jir felun lues, ^'^^J^* 
And ledd him to Je phariseus, 13577 
Jat maisters o Jat lau war Jan, 
Jai fraind at Jis seli man 
To tell Jam hugat he gatt his sight, 
Andhesaid, " Jus Jatmanhasmedight." 

OOTTON 



he toke Jat gr«uel & Je sande 

on his eye he laide hit wtVt his hand 

'& si Jen he saide til him leue frende 

to nathatori salle Jou now wende 

yn-til nathatori saloe. [> intes} 

Jar Ji eyen wasshin be. 

he went & wasshe his eyen Jare 

& toke his si^t for euermare. 

him nedis namare now be led 

he come agayne vn-to Je sted. 

IT quen men sagh him atte knew him are 

fast Jai con on him stare. 

sum Jai saide Jou nart no^t he. 

Jis ender-day atte mujt no3t se 

sum saide nay & sum Jis ilk*. 

& sum bot an atte semed squilk*. 

Je soj to say coude Jai no3t finde 

Jen ansquared he sum time blinde 

I am he for-soj to say. 

how gat Jou Ji si^t quod Jai. 

IT Mi sight he saide Jen gatte I. Jus 

fer ia a man atte hatte ihe^is. 

he a-noynt wij clay myne eyen y 

& bad me sijen for to ga. 

to nathatorie syloe. 

ga wisshe Jine eyen fer quoj he. 

quen I. had done atte he bad me. 

al sone efter mi3t I. se. 

IT quare is quod Jai Jat ihesu. 

I. note qiuxi he quare he is now. 

Jai hent him fer felou/z lewus. 

& led him Jen to phariseus. 

atte maistres of Je lagh was Jan. 

Jai frayned atte Jis sely man. 

to telle ham how he gatte his si3t 

& saide Jus Jat man me di3t. 

FAIBFAX 
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zn nms qusbtion thk sioht-rxstorxd man ; hb tells his stort, and 779 

THKT TAKX HIM TO THE MASTBB8 OP THE LAW TO REPEAT IT. 



f 



And tok lie of pai smerl a-wei, 135i6 
And smerled ^-wid his aeifer eL 
And said till him, " mi leue freind, 
To natatori sal )^ nu wend, 
At natatori silole, 

fBi sal )dn eien wassen be." 13551 
He went and weisse his eien l^are. 
And gat his sight in fat siqnare. 
Fia nu thar him namare be ledd, 
He come again ^an to fat stedd. 
Quen men him san, fat kneu him are, 
Past |Kd gan on him stare, 13557 

Sum )>ai said, " es fu noght he, 
fia ender dai might noght se 1 " 
Sum said nai, and sum said pat ilk, 
And sum said ano^ fat semes suilk. 
fe sotht tuix ^aim cuth fsd noght find, 
]»n ansuerd ))aim, he fat was blind, 
" )>is ilk am i, foisoth i sai/' 13564 
" Ha gat ]ya faxi ]>i sight 1 " said ]>ai, 
" Mi sight," he said, " fan gat i J^us, 
^ es a man fat hatt iesuSf 
wid lame he smerd mi eien tua. 
And badd me si])en forth to ga 13569 
To natatori sylole, 
' Ga wasse fin eien ^ar,' said he. 
Quen i had done als he bad me, 
Als sone eftir might i se." 13573 

Said f^, ** qoar es he, fat iesa ? " 
" I ne wat qoar he es nu." 
yai hint him ^an, ^ir felun juus, 
And led him fan to fe phariseus, 
)>at maistris of fe lau war ^an, 13578 
And £rained at ^is helid man, [if 92, cot i] 
To telle faim hu he gatt his sight, 
And he saady **fxxa )>at man me dight." 

o<Vttikgen 



He toke fe wafte of hem away also 
And smered bo]>e his e3en two 
He seide to him my leue frende 
To natatori ]k)u shalt wende 
At natatori siloe 
fere shul ])ine e3en wasshen be 
He wesshe his e3en fere ful ri^t 
And onoon he had his si3t 
Por feime was he no more led r4f 84, ikj 
Ho coom a3ein in to fat sled 
whenne ]yei him say fat knew him are 
Past gon )>ei on him stare 
Sone ^ei seide art fon not he 
pat 3ondir day ini3tes not se 
Somme seide nay & somme so 
Somme seide anofer in his stud is go 
J)e soJ)e hem self coude not fynde 
He vnswered fat had ben blynde 
I am he forso])e to say 
How gat fou ))i si3t seide f ai 
My si3t he seide gat I ]}us 
per is a mon fat het Ihesus 
with lame he anoynt myne eyen two 
And bad me si])en for]> to go 
To natatori siloe 

And wasshe Jine eyen fere seide he 
whenne I hadde his biddyng done 
Anoon I say also soone 
Where is he f ei seide f on 
I noot he seide where he is goon 
f ei him toke fcae false iewes 
And lad him to fe pharisewes 
pat maistris of lawe were fon 
And asked at fia heled mon 
How fat he had geten his si3t 
He seide fxxB ihesits me di3t 

TBiNrrY 
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Sum luus said pai stode ))am bi, 13582 
" O godd him semes ha na perti 
f «t haldes of hali-dai na stat," — 
For ]>is was don on j^air sabbat 
And o])er said, ** hot hugat moght 
Sli werck o sinful man be wroght 1 " 
pasL phariseus pat war ful fell, 13588 
Qz^n ]>ai had striued pena emel 
And groigned, cuth na resun find, 
]}ai did pern bring again pat blind ; 
'* Qe^at haldes ])ou ])at man 1 *' said ])aL 
" A prophet," said he, " be mi laL" 
pe maisters luus ])an bigan 13594 
To mistru o pia sinful seli man, 
Quere-for wit blind he had ai bine, 
pBi said pat he had alwai sene. 
^e neist men of his oxspring 13598 
Did f ai Jan be-for Jam bring, 
** f is es yur sun," fai said, " and yee 
Sai Jat blind man bom was he ; 
Sais hus nu, be yur leute, 13602 

Hu es it sua pat he mai se ? " 
His freindes said, '* our s\in he es, 
And blind was born, wit-vten les." 
*' Hu es it sua ])at he seis nu ? " 13606 
" We ne wat, bot ask hiT/i-seluen hu. 
Yee ask him-seluen, for best he wat 
Glue ansuar of his aun stat." 
pua gaf pa& seli men answar 13610 
For-qui f ai dred pe luus sar. 
For ])ai had made, pat wel men wist, 
A statut agains lesura crist. 
If ani wald him leue or lute 13614 
]>air synagoges suld be put yte j 
For-f i f ai badd Jjam hiiw-self frain, 
]>ai wald ha ben awai ful fain, 13617 

COTTON 



IF Sum lewes saide pat stode fer-by. 
of god him semis haue na party. 
]>at haldes hali of na state, 
for pia was done on our sabate 
& oper saide how-gate mojt 
suche werk" of sinful man be wrojt. 
IF per phareseus ]>at ware sa felle. 
quen Jai ware angred for-so]} to tel. 
& gronid & cowde na resoun finde 
pen did ])ai bring agayne pe blinde 
quat haldes ))0U ]}at man quod ])ai. 
a prophete saide he be my lay. 
IF pe maistre lewes ]}en be-gan. 
to mistrowne quefer pia sely man. 
qvieper be-fore blinde had he bene 
]}ai saide atte he had al-wayes sene 
ne neyste men of his ospring 
dide ])ai be-for ham to bring* 
])is is joure sone & quat say 30. 
he sais borne blinde was he. 
says vs now be jour lewte 
how hit is squa pai he may se. 
IT lus frendes saide our sone he is. 
& blinde was borne wi])-outen les. 
how is hit squa ])at he sese now. 
we ne wate qtwd ))ai bot aske hi/n how. 
aske him-self for best he wate. 
gif ansquare of his awen state. 
pua gaue psi cely men onsquare 
for ])ai dred pe iewes sare. 
for ))ai ware made wele men wiste. 
wi}) statute agayne Ihe^m criste, 
if any walde him loue & loute. 
out of pe synagoge sulde Jai oute. 
ioT'Pi him-self Jat bad him fraine. 
J^ai walde haue bene a- way ful fayne 
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Sum luus said, ])at stod him bi, 13582 
" Of gode him semes haue na parti 
^t haldis of halidai na state," — 
For fia was done on pax sahate. 
And ofer said, '' hot hugat moght 
Sli werk of sinful man be wroghtT' 
ysL pharaseos pat ai war felle, 13588 
Qaen ft^ had striued paim emell, 
yai groined and cuth no resun find, 
fsin did ]yai bring again pat blind. 
" Quat haldes )>u pat man 1 " said pai, 
" A prophete," said he, ** bi mi fay." 
pe maistre Inus pan bigan 13594 
To mistrouu of pia seli man, 
Qua^ forwid blind al had he bene, 
)}ai said pat he had alwais sene. 
pe neist men of his ospring 13598 
Did ^i forwid )>aim to bring, 
" p'la es ^ur sun," J)ai said, " and je 
Sai ^t blind-born man was he ; 
Sals Ys nu, bi ^ur laute, 13602 

Hu es it sua pat he mai se 1 " 
His freindes said, ** vr sune he es, 
And blind was bom, widvten les." 
'' Hu pat it es sua ))«tt he seis nu 1 " 
^ we ne wate, bot aske himself hu. 
Aske him-self, for best he wat 13608 
Gif ansuer of his auen state." 
pjia gaue |>aa seli men ansuer, 
For-J)i f ai dred Je luus sarc, 
ptd had mad, ])at men wele wist, 
A statute again iesus crist, 
If ani wold him leue or loute, 13614 
Jair synagoge suld be put vte ; 
For-J)i him-self badd jjai farine. 
[ .... no gap in the MS.] 

gOttingen 



Somme iewes seide pat stode him by 
Of god him semef haue no party 
pat holde|> of haliday no state 
For p'xB was done on oure sabate 
Anoper seide how ener mou^t 
Suche werke of synful mon be wrou^t 
fese phariseus pat euer were felle 
Whenne pel had stryuen as I telle 
Jjei groped & coude no cause fynde 
Jjennedudef ei tobriwge ajeyw pe blywde 
what haldestou pat mon seide ))ei 
A prophete seide he bi my fei 
pe maistir of iewes bigon ))an 
To mistrowe of Jjat sely man 
whefer he bifom blynde had bene 
]>ei seide alwey he had sene 
pe nexte men of his ospringe 
J)ei dud anoon bifore hem bringe 
Saye je pe blinde bom mon was he 
Say vs now bi ^oure lewte 
How hit is pat se he may 
He is oure son fei seide in fay 
Wifouten doute oure son he es 
And was blynde borfl wij)0utew les 
How pat he 8i3te haf now 
we ne woot aske hi;?i how 
Aske him for best he wate 
jyue vnswere of his owne aslate 
Jjus jaf f ese men vnswere fore 
pat dred f o iewes wondir sore 
pel had made pat men wel wist 
A statute a^ein ihc^ ciist 
If any wolde him leue or loute 
Of her synagoge shulde be put oute 

[ 

. . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS.] 
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782 THE JEWS BID THE BUND-BORN GIVE GOD THE HONOUR, NOT CHRIST ; BUT HB 
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Yeit J)ai cald pe thrid time Pool. 2] 

]>is blind and badd him luue drightin. 

1 " Blisce him," fai said, "J?at wens on 

For >is man es a sinful wight." [^^^^> 

He said, " i wat noght of his plight, 

Bot to me, blind, he gaf fe sight." 

" Hu," coth J)ai, " gert he pe se, 13624 

Tell vs hu he did wit fe 1 " 

" Wi, quar-to suld i tell yow mare 1 

Ne haf i noght tell yow ar. 

Quar-toT spir yee o fat gom? 13628 

Wil yee discipls his bicum 1 " 

" We," coth J)ai, and Jjai began 

Ful felunli pis man to ban. 13631 

" Hald J)e til him," coth J)ai, " caitif, 

Sal we be neuer his vr lijf, 

povL mot his disciple be. 

Disciple moyses ar we, 

far was a man wit-vten sak, 13636 

We wat godd self wit him spak ; 

f is man knaulage nan ha we." 
To faa lues fan ansuard he, 

" Her-of thine me al selcutb, 13640 
Qui yee hald him sua vncuth. 
And sais yee wat ^noght quepen he be 
fat f us has giuen mi sight to me. 

1 wat, and it o soth be soght, 13644 
fat sinful man godd heres noght, 
Bot he allan fat dos his will. 

And halds him fra dedis ill. 

fis es aman fat drightin heres, 13648 

And helpes of er for his praieres ; 

Ne it i-wiss was neuer herd 

Sin f e biginning o f e werld, p ms. geu] 

Blind bom man to get his sight ^ 

Wit-vten grace o godds might." 13653 

COTTON 



IT fe f rid time ^et f ai calde. 

fis blindeman to be-halde. fhifrfet 

pBlesse hym they seid that wonnyf on 

fifor this man is a synfull wyght 

Of his synne seid he wote I noght 

But to me blynd. sight he broght] 

how quof f ai gert he f e se ^Mg^i^** 

telle vs how he dide wif fe. 

quy quarto suldo I. tel ^ou mare. 

twy or thry I. talde 30U are. 

quar-fore spire je of fat gome 

wil je his disciplis bc-come. 

^ 3©. je qw<>f f ai & f us be-gan. 

to mys-say fis cely man. 

halde f e til him qiiop fai caytiue 

for fink we neuer on him to Hue. 

fou may his disciple be. 

disciples moises for-sof ar wo 

we wate god wif him spak* 

he was a man wif-outen lak*. 

of fis man knawing* nane haue we. 

to fa iewes fen ansquared he. 

here-of fink" me al selcouf . 

quy je halde him squa vncouf . 

& sais 30 wate nojt queyf en he be 

atte f us has giuen sijt to me. 

30 wate al & f e sof be so3t 

fat sinful man god heris no3t. 

bot he allane dos his wille 

& haldis him fra didis ille. 

fis is fe man atte god heris. DMf6s>bMk] 

& helpis of er for his prayeris, 

ne hit was neuer 3et herde 

syn f e be-gynnyng* of fis werde. 

blinde-bome man to gete his si3L 

wif-outen grace of goddis m^t 

FAIRFAX 
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^it ]Md cald pe tbrid time CooL t] 13618 
^is blind and bad him loue drightin. 
^saidy ''bHscehim ^t wones onhiglit, 
For ^is man es a sinful wight" 13621 
He said, '* i wate noght of his plight, 
Bot to me, blind, gaf he pe sight." 
"Hn," said Jai, "gart he J)e se? 
TeU vs hu he did wit |>e." 13625 

** Qui quar-to suld i tell 3U mare, 
Ne haue i noght all tald ju are ? 
Qoarfor spir ^e sua of pai gome ) 
wil je his discipUs bicimi 1 " 
" we ! " said fai, and Jai bigan 13630 
Ful felunli |>iB man to ban. 
" Hald ^e to him/' said ]>ai, " pu caitiue, 
His sal we be nener our liuo, 
pn mot his disciple be, 
For disciplis moyses er we, 13635 
])at was a man widvten sake, 
we wat fat godd self wid him spake. 
Of pis man knauyng nan haue we." 
To ^aa luus ]>an ansuerd he, 
" Of 3u think me selcuth, 13640 

Qui 30 hald him sua uncuth 1 
And sais 3e wat noght que]>en he be 
)>at ^us has giuen mi sight to me. 
I wate, and it of soth es soght, 13644 
)>at sinful man god heris noght, 
Bot he allane pat dos his wiU, 
And haldes him fra dedis ills. 
pia es pe man pat drightin heris. 
And helpis opli for his praieris. 13649 
Ne it, i-wis, was neue;* herd 
Si^n pe bigining of p'la werld, 
Blind-bom man to gett his sight 
widvten gras of godes might." 13653 

gOttingen 



3itt ]>ei called ]>e )>ridde tyme 

pia blynde & bad him porike appoline 

Blesse him ]>ei seide pat wone)> on hi3t 

For |>is mon is a synful wi3t 

Of his synne seide he woot I nou3t 

But to me blynde si3t he brou3t 

How made he ^e. ]}ei seide to se 

ToUe vs how he dud wif pe 

Wherto shulde I telle more 

I haue al tolde 30U ore 

Wherfore aske 3e of him bi-dene 

wol 3e his disciples bene 

we ))e[i] seide & ])o bigan 

Felou72ly ))is mon to ban 

Holde pe to hi7M ]}ei seide caityue 

His wol we bo neuer oure lyue 

])ou mot his disciple be 

For moises disciples are we 

pat was a mon wifouten sake nwf 66] 

We woot fat god w/t/i him spake 

Of f is mon no knowyng haue we 

To fo iewes penne vnswored he 

wondir me pinke of 3oure mou]y 

whi he holde him so vncouj 

And seyn 3e woot not whefen is lie 

j)at ha J) 3yuen my si3t to me 

I woot & hit of so]) be 80U3t 

A synful mon god heref nou3t 

But he allone fat dof his wills 

he holdef him fro dede^ ille 

)>is is fo mon pat god lieres 

And clepej) opere hi his prayeres 

Ne hit I-wis was neuer herd 

Sif pe bigynnyng of f e werd 

Blynde bom mon gate si3t 

Wif outen greet grace of goddcs mi3t 
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fan said )>ai, ^ f ou caitif for-lom 
In sin was all to-gedir bom, 13655 
Quef er Jjou wems vs nu here 
J)ine vn-wittes for to lere." 
Wit fia f ai scott him als a dog 
Right vte )>air synagog, 1 3659 

" Herd yee fis lurdan," coth Jiai, 
" Hu he wald lere vs nu vr lai, 
))at beggar ^at in sin was goten !" 13662 
Quen iesiis wist him ]>iis fornscotten, 
pSLiT str^'f he wist bath less and mare, 
And ])at f ai had him wrethed saie. 
For-J)i he thoght liim do solace, i,if)^j^j 
And mare to seen him of his grace, 
Quen pat ie^i^^and he war mette 13668 
Ful derworthli his lauerd he grett, 
Til him spak iesufi, ''sai me nu, sai, 
Traus fou in godd sun or nai?" 13671 
" Quar es he," said he, " wist i qwar, 
To trou in him ful leif mo war." 
Ihesus said pan, ** f ou has him sene, 
And spoken wit fe wit-vten wene." 
fan said iesus, ** mi to-cumming 13676 
In erth es jugement to bring, 
pat fai pat noght seis suld se, 
And fat fe seant blind suld be." 
fan said sum o fat semble, 13680 
" Sais fou vs fan fat blind er wel" 
" War yee," he said, " wit-vten sight, 
fan war yee soth wit-vten plight, 
Bot nu yee sai fat yee mai se, 1368i 
In sin f ar-for be-left er yee." 
IF Yeit forf ermar sal i tel yow 
Sum gcstes ' o fat suet ie^u, [} ms. goftet] 
Als tcllcs f is ilk ewangelist 
fat he sagh foluand iem cnst. 13689 

COTTON 



■fen saide f ai fou caytiue lorne 
in syn was al to-geder borne, 
quef er f ou wenis fus now here, 
of fine vn-wittes vs to lere. 
wif f is f ai shotte him as a dogge 
rijt out of f aire synagog*. 
IT herde ^e f is lurdan quof f ai. 
how he walde lere vs a new lay. 
fat beggcr fat in syn was gotyn. 
ihesus wiste how he was shotin. 
f aire strife he wiste lesse & mare. 
& how f ai him had wraff ed sare. 
for-f i he f ojt him to solace. 
& mare to shew him of his grace. 
IT for-f i to ihe<?U8 f e way he sette. 
ful derf-worf li his lorde he grette. 
Til him spac ihesus say mo now say. 
trawes fou in goddissone or nay. 
quare is he saide he wiste I. quare 
to traw in him ful lefe me ware 
ihesus saide fen fou has him sene. 
& spokin wif him wif-outen wene. 
fen saide ihc^s my to-commyng* 
in erf is iuggement to bring*, 
fat f ai fat no^t sese sulde se. 
& atte f e seande blinde sulde be. 
fen saide sum of fat semble. 
says fou vs atte blinde ar we. 
ware 30 he saide wif-outen si3t 
fen ware 30 sof wif-outen plijt. 
for 30 con loke 30 wene 30 se 
In syn far-fore be-left ar 30 

Now forf ermare I. wille tel 30U. 
sum gestis of fat squete ihe^i. 
als tellis f is ilk euangelist. 
fat he sagh folowande ihegu. criste. 
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fan said ^ai, '' ^a caitif lorn 13654 
In sine was alle to-gedir lorn, 
Qne^r ^n wenis vs nu here ^JT'if* ^^ 
Of Jine Tnwittes for to lere." 
wid ^is ]»i scott him als a dog 13658 
Bight Tte of ^air synagog, 
" Herd ^e nu pis lurdane," said ])ai, 
** Hu he wald lere vs her vr lai, 
^ ebber pat in sine was gotin ! " 1 3662 
Qnen iestts wist him ^os forschotin, 
^air str^f he wist, bath les and mare, 
And pat pai had him wrethed sare. 
For^i he thoght him do solace, 13666 
And mor to scheu him of his grace. 
Qnen pat iesua and he was melt, 
Fol derworthili his lauerd he gret, 
Till him spac iesitSy ** sai me nu sai, 
Trons ^a in goddes sun or nai 1 " 13671 
" Qnar es he t " he said, " wist i quare, 
To trou in him ful lef me ware." 
lesus said ]yan, " pn has him sens, 
And spokin wid, widutcn wene,'* 
^n said ienu, "mi to-coming^ 13676 
In erd es iugement to bring, p ms. ooinng] 
pat ])ai pat noght scis suld se. 
And pai ]>e seand blind suld be." 
paxL said sum of ])at semblo, 13680 
" Sais pvL vs Jan pat blinde ee* wel" 
" war je," he said, " widvten sight, 
fan war je blind widvten plight. 
Bot nu ^e sai pat ^e mai se, [* rtad er] 
In sine farfor bileft er ^e." 13685 

ror|>ermar ^eit sal i tell 3U 
Sum gestes of |>at suete iesa. 
Als tellis pia ilk ewangelist 
pat he sau foluand iesn crist. 13689 

60 OdTTINGEN 



penne seido J ci pon caitif lorn 
In synne was alle togidcr born 
Wheper f ou wenest vs now here 
Of J)ine vnwittes for to lere 
With ))is ))ei huntid him as a dogge 
Ki^t out of her synagogge 
Herde 30 pia lurdan now seide ])ai 
How he woldo lere vs of oure lay 
pat ebber shrewe in synne gete 
WhenTze ihesus wist him haue |>is hete 
her strif he wist lasse & more 
And pat ])ei had hi^n wra]>])ed sore 
J^erfore he ]>ou3to him do solace 
And more to shewo him of his grace 
AVhenne ihe^u & ho were met 
Ful derworfely his lord he gret 
To him spak ihesus & bad him say 
Leuestou in goddes son or nay 
"What is he : he seide & where 
To trowe in him leof me were 
IhesvL seide ])ou hast him seno 
And wif him spoken wifouten wene 
peiiJie seide ihesus my to comyng 
In erjje is iuggement to bring 
pat ))ei pat not scne shulden se 
And pat fe seynge blynde shulde be 
Jenno seide som7wo of pat semble 
Seistou fenne pat blynde be we 
wore 30 ho seide wifouten si3t 
penne were 30 blynde wifouten pli3t 
But now 30 say fat 30 may se 
In synne periore laste are 3e 
IF Forfermore shal I telle 30W 
Somme dedes of ihe^u now 
As tellef pe euangelist 
pat was folwynge ihesu. crist 

TRINITY 
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Mont oHuet it es an hill 13690 

pat iesus hanted mikel till, 
For yede he ai vmstunt, 
For far to prai oft was he wont. 
Apon a dai quen him thoght god, 
Fra fefen he to J)e temple yode, 
For to teche and for to lere 13696 
Je men pat gladli wald him here. 
j?e phariseus, fat luued ai strijf, 
Vnto fat kirk fai broght a wijf 
fat fai in hordam had ouertan, 13700 
fair lagh wald man suld hir stan, 
In to midward f is temple wide, 
far mani man war stad fat tide. 
Abute hir hefd hir bar hingand; 13704 
All wonder on hir in fat thrang. 
fan spak an o f aim for alle, 
Be-for ihe^s f us made his call, 
All fai gaf him list ilkan, 13708 

" Maister," said he, " f is womman 
f e band has broken of hir sposail, 
And far- wit tan, wit-vten faiL 
Moyses wil we stan all slike, [ooL t} 
Quef er fai pouer be or rike ; 13713 
fou gif US nu fe lugement." 
Bot f is was noght f of fair entent, 
For fai had suorn ilkan far-till, 
f is wreche womman for to spill, 13717 
In wrangwis dede or word fai soght 
To tak him fat fai neu6r moght. 
fai thoght if he wald bid hir stan, 
Man o merci was he nan ; 13721 

And if he badd at latt hir gang, 
fan moght fai sai he did f am wrang ; 
To brek fair lagh fai soght him sua 
Him for to tak bituix fern toa. 13725 

COTTON 



IT Mount oliuete is a hille. 
fat ihe^ haunted mykil til. 
for f idder 3ode he ay vmbstont 
& f er-to pray oft was he wont, 
a-pon a day quen him f o^t gode 
fra f eifen to f e temple he 3ode. 
for to teyche & for to lere 
f e men atte glad walde him here 
f e pharaseus fat loued ay strife 
vn-to f e temple fai bro^t a wife, 
fat fai in horedome had ouer-tane 
for-f i f e lagh walde ho ware slayne 
fai bro3t hir in fat temple wide, 
f er many a man stode be-side. 
aboute hir heued hir hare hingand 
alle wondred on hir in fat lande. 
IT fen spac an of ham for alle 
be-for ihesvLS made his calle. 
alle fai gaf him liste ilkan 
maister saide he f f is womman. 
f e bande has brokin of hir spousaiL 
far-fore we say wif-outen faile. 
\} Moyses wille we all suche stone 
whethirtheybe pouereorricheof'wone] 
fou sal hir gif iuggement. ^ms^Iwi'^ 
bot f is is no3t f aire entent. 
for fai had squome ilkan f ar-tille 
f is wrecche womman for to spille. 
in wrangewys dede or worde or f ojt 
to take ihe^rus as fai neu^ mo^t. 
fai f o^t if he walde bid hir stane 
mon of mercy was he nana. 
& if he bad to lete hir gauge 
fen mu^t fai say he did ham wrange 
to breke f aire lagh fen 80)t fai aqua 
him for to take be-twiz fa twa, 

FAIRFAX 



Jl PHABISEX ASKS JESUS FOB JUDGMENT ON THE WOMAN, HOPING TO KILL HEB 787 
AND CATCH JESUS, EITHER TO FIND HEM NO MAN OF MEBGT, OB A LAW-BREAKEB. 



Mont oliaete ^an es an hill 13690 
yd iesiis haunted mekil till ; 
For ^i]^r ;ode he ai vmstunt, 
yai to pitd ofte was his wont. 
ApoD a dai qnen him thoght gode, [ooi.t] 
Fia ^^in to fe temple jode, 13695 
For to teche and for to lere 
fe men ^t gladli wald him here. 
pe pharaseus, ^ai luned ai strijf, 
vnto ^t kirc }»! broght a wijf 13699 
^t ysl in hordam had ouertane, 
^air laa wold men stdd hir stane, 
In mid ward of ^is temple wide, 
yar mani man was stad fat tide. 13703 
Abnte hir hened hir har hingand ; 
All wondrid on hir in pat thrang. 
^an spac an of |^m for all^, 
Bifor iesus }ms made his call, 
And ^ai gan him list ilk-ane, 13708 
" Maister," he said, " fis wommane 
Has brokin ]>e band of hir sposaile, 
And ^arwid tan, widutcn faile. 
Moises will we stane alle slike, 13712 
Qne^r ^ai pou^ be or rike ; 
^u gine Ys nu ]d iugement." 
Bot ^18 was noght ])air entent, 
For )^ai had suom ilkan ))ar-till, 13716 
fis wreche womman for to spill. 
In wrangwisdede or word fai soght 
To tcJce him pat ])ai neuer moght. 
fsLi thoght if he bid hir stane, 1 3720 
Man of merci was he nane ; 
And if he bad to let hir gang, 
^an might yai sai he did wrang ; 
To breke ^air lane fai soght sua 
Him forfco take bituiz ]»t tua. 13726 

OdTTXNOEK 



]>e mount oliuete is an hille 
pat ihesua hauntide muchel tille 
J^idur 3ede he ofte we sey 
For fere was he wont to prey 
On a day whenne him J^ou^te gode 
Fro ]>enne to J)e temple he jodo 
For to teche & hem to lere [»Ms.i«Pe3 
J?en men pat gladly wolden here^ 
J)ese phariseus fat loued ay strif 
To J?e chirche broujten a wif 
\>at wif horedome was ouergon 
Her lawe wolde hir to ston 
Amidwarde fat temple wyde 
fere mony mon was fat tide 
Aboute hir heed hir heer honge 
Alle wondride on hir in fat f ronge 
feuTie spak oon of hem for alle 
Bifore ihesua he made his calle 
f ei 3af hering to him vchone 
Maistir he seide f is wommone 
haf broken f e bond of hir spousaile 
And f erwif taken wif outen faile 
Moises wol we alle suche stone 
Whef er f ei be pore or riche of wone 
f ou jyne vs now f i iuggement 
But f is was not her entent ['leafss. bMk] 
2 For fei had sworn vchone fer tille 
fat wrecche wommon for to spille 
In wrong wisdome her dede fei soujt 
To take him fat fei mijt nou3t 
fei f ou^te if he bidde hir stone 
Mon of mercy is he none 
And if he bidde lete hir go quite 
Wronge he dof here & dispite 
To breke her lawe fei sou3t him f us 
Him to take good Ihesus 

TBINITY 



788 JESU8 WROTE ON THB SAND ; THE PEOPLE ARE IMPATIENT. " WHO IS WITHOnT 
SIN, CAST THE FIRST STONE.'* ALL SKULKED OFF BUT JESUS AND THE WOMAN. 



Quen yai ))is wais on ie«u soght, 
Well he wist all qiiat J)ai thoght, 
He stuped dun, and wit his hand 
He wrat a quil in to ))e sand. 13729 
AUe p'ai cried fan pat ))ar was, 
" Giue vs J)i dome, and lat vs pas, 
Vs thine to lang we duell," said faL 
" Qua warns yow to wend a-wai 1 
Bot qua par es wit-vten last 13734 
At hir ))e first stan he cast, 
Hir staning mai he wel begin 
J)e man fat es wit-vten sin." 
Wit fis he luted dun eft-sith, 13738 
pai wex dumb all pan als suith, 
Ke wist f ai nener qnat to sai ; 
Bot ilkan sculked paim awai. 
]7ai left ))is4;emple ]7an all allan, 13742 
Bot ie^u crist and pia womman. 
Queu iesus lifted vp his heued, 
And sagh nan in pat temple leued, 
Biheld pia womman standand ))ary 
pat caitiue carked in hip care, fmen 
"Womman," he said, "qwar ar Jai cum- 
J)in wiferwins pat pe had nummen 1 " 
Quackand sco loked hir a-bute, 13750 
lesus badd hir ]7an haue na dute ; 
" Lauerd," sco said, " all fai er a-wai." 
" For-fi, womman, to J?e i sai, 
Ga pe nu forth, mi lef freind, 13754 
For fou has leue nu for to wend ; 
I damp pe not quar-so fou far, ^Jlj^^ 
Bot ga nu forth and sin na mar.'* 
^ He said noght allan, " namar J>ou sin," 
Bot " lok ])i will bi noght J)ar-in." 
IF A water Jar es wit-in fair thede, 
pat es cald piscene in fair lede, 13761 

COTTON 



IF quen f ai on ihe^us fus had so^t 

wele he wiste alle fat f ai f ojt 

he stouped doun & wif his hande 

he wrate a quile in-to fe sande 

alle f ai cried fen at f er was 

gif hir f i dome & lete us pas. 

IF vs fink to lange we dwelle saide f ai 

qua wamis jou to wende a-way. 

bot qua-sim is wif -outen last 

atte hir f e first stane he caste 

certis I. wil nane of er be-gynne. 

bot anli he wif -outen synne. 

wif f is he louted doun eft sif e. 

f ai wex doumbe as stane al sqoif e 

ne wiste f ai neuer quat to say. 

ilkan shuldered of er a-way. 

f ai left f is temple euerilkane 

bot ihe^u & f is womman ane 

IF quen ihe^us lifted vp his heued 

& sagh nane in fat temple leued 

^he be-helded fis wo7nman standandl 

fat caytef carked in hir care. [po^ 

womman he saide quere ar f er men. 

atte f e to me con be ken. EJjl,?" ^^'' 

quakande ho loked hir a-boute 

& ihe^us bad ho sulde no^t doute 

lorde ho saide f ai ar a-way. 

for-f i womman to f e I. say. 

ga now forf & be my frende. 

for f ou has leue for to wende. 

I dampne fe nojt ga quere f ou fare 

bot ga now forf & syn na mare. 

he saide nojt allane na mare povL syn. 

bot loke f i wille be nojt f er-in. 

A water f er is wif-in fat thede 
fat f ai calde piscine in f aire lede 

FAIRFAX 
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NOT, GO AND SIN NO MORE, NOR LET THY THOUGHT BE FOR SIN. 



it 



Quen )^ai ^is wise on iegus soght, 
wele he wist quat poi thoght, 13727 
He stoupid dune, and wid liis hand 
He wiat a quile in pe sand. 
AHe ])ai crid ^an fat pai was, 13730 
" Giue Ys ^i dome, and lat vs pas, 
Ful lange we duell nu,*' said faL 2J% 
" Qua wamis 3U to wend jur wai 1 
Bot qua ^t es widuten last 13734 
At hir ])e first stane he cast, 
Hir staning mai he wele bigine, 
fe man fat es widvten sine." 
wid ^is he loutid done eft sith, 13738 
All wex fni dumb pan all suith, 
Ne wist ^ neu^ quat forto sai ; 
nkan skulked ))aim a-wai 
ysl left fia temple ))an allane, 13742 
Bot iesua crist and fia wommane. 
Quen iesua lifted vp his heued, 
And sau nane in pat temple leued, 
Biheld piB womman standand ))are, 
f&t caitef carked in hir kare, 13747 
" womman," he said, ** quar es bicomen 
fi witherwines pat he^ had nomenl" 
Quakand scho loked hir abute, 13750 
And iesus bad hir haue na doute ; 
" Lauerd," scho said, " Jai er a-waL" 
"For-fi, womman, to fe i sai, O.rtadpt] 
Ga nu forth, mi leue freind, 13754 
For ^u has leue nu forto wend ; 
I dampne pQ noght far quar pn far, 
Bot ga nu forth and sin no mare." 
He said noght alane, " na mar fu sin," 
Bot " loke Ji will be noght far-in." 

A water pai es widin pat thede, 
ptit ^ai cald piscine in pen lede, 

0(yTTINGBN 



IF whenne ^ei pna on Iesus 80U3t 

Wei wiste he what J>ei ]}0U3t 

He stouped doun & wij) his honde 

He wroot a while in pe sonde 

Alle J>ei cryed Jat pere was 

jyue vs fi doom & lete vs pas 

Ful longe we dwelle now seide J?ai 

Who wame]? jou to wende 30ure wai 

But who so is wiJ)outen last 

At hir pe furst stoon he cast 

hir stonyng may he wel bigynne 

^e mon pat is wi]70uten synne 

])o louted he doun anoper 8i))e 

Alle wex ]7ei doumbe also 8wi]7e 

Wiste Jei neucr what to sey 

Ychone for shame stale awey 

In pe temple lafte none 

But ihe^u crist & pat wommone 

Ihe^ liftud vp his heued 

And say noon in pe tempul leued 

Bihelde pat wommon stondyngo ])are 

pat caitif carked a] wi]; care 

Wommon he seide where bef bicomen 

)?ine enemyes pat pe had nomen 

Quakyng she loked hir aboute 

And ihesiLa bad hir haue no doute 

Lord she seide fei are awey 

Jjerfore wommon to ))e I sey 

Go now forf my leue frende 

For povL hast leue now to wende 

I dampne pe not ])i synne fore 

But go & synne ]70u no more 

He seide not only no more po\i synne 

But loke fi wiUe be not Jjerynne 

IF A watir is pere in ]}at ]}ede 

pat ^ei calle piscine in her lede 

TRINITY 



790 THERE WAS A FAMOUS WELL WHICH CURED THE FIRST SICK WHO WASHED IN IT^ 
AFTER AN ANGEL STIRRED THE WATER. JESUS FOUND A MAN WAITING; 



yis ilk water als ^ stori sals, 

Was mikel renamed in ))aa dais, 

Als it war a gode vinere ; 13764 

Jar-bi lai mani vn-fere, 

f ar-in was won for to descend. 

Angels f e water for to blend, 

And tid it sua in pat siqt^r, 13768 

Qwen J)is water all droue war, 

pQ first seke man pat moght win 

In to fat wel to wassche bim in, 

fat qmt sekenes J?ar was on bim, 

He suld be beled, fra fat tim. 13773 

lesiis wit bis was fan walcand. 

Com be fe well, gret folk be faand 

fat far [war] liggand for to bide, 

Qtien fair bele f am sold bi-tide. 

far fand iesits a man ynfere, 13778 

fat bad ben agbt and tbritte jeire, 

Sua berd bim was bis limes fan 

fat be f aim bad weldnes nan. 

lesus be-beild fis caitif far, 13782 

And reud bim selcutb sare, 

" Godman," be said, " wit me f ou mele, 

jems fou nu to baf f i bele ] " 13786 

" Ya, sir," be said, " na tbing sa gladd, 

Bot sua wit seckenes am i stadd 

fat i ne mai to water win. 

For ofer me gas bi-for far-in, 13789 

Ne far es naman, sotb to sai, 

fat wil me bere vnto f e welle. 

Lang baf i lede in langur lijf, 

Es nan wil reu on me, caitef." 13793 

" And godman, i f e truli sai, 

fou sal be bale nu fra fis dai. 

Bise, far f e lij na langer, 

Do fe to ga, wit all fi ger." 13797 

COTTON 



fis water als f e story says. 

was mykil rynnande in fa dayes 

als bit ware a gode vinere. 

f er-bi lay many man vn-fere. 

f er-in was angels wont to li^t. 

and fat ilk water di3t. 

ofber f e angel co77tmyn was fare 

and f e water blende ware 

f e first sekeman atte mu3t wyn. 

in-to fat water to wessbe bim in. 

fat quat sekenes fat was on bim. 

be sulde be beled fra fat time. 

IF ibe^us wif bis was fen walcande 

come bi f e water grete folk be fandd 

at f er ware lyande for to bide. 

quen f aire bele sulde bam be-tide 

f er fande ibesus a man vnfere 

fat squa was xxviij. ^ere. 

squa barde was bis lymys fan. 

fat of bam bad be weldenes nane 

Ibe^us be-beld fis caytiue fare. 

and rewed of bim selcouf sare. 

godeman be saide wif me fou mele. 

3emis fou o^t to baue f i bele. 

IF 3a sir be saide na-f ing sa glad. 

bot squa wif sekenes am .1. stad. 

at L ne may me to wate^* wyn. 

for ofer me gas be-fore f er-in. 

f er nys naman sof to telle 

fat wil me bere vn-to fat welle. 

lange baue I. led in sekenes life. 

is nane wills rew of me caytiue. 

IF our^ lorde saide godeman I. f e say. 

fou sal be bale fra fis day. \} MS. 6u] 

Kise tbar f e lye na langer 

and ga f i way wif -out anger. 

FAIRFAX 



HI GOULD NOT XOVB, JBBU8 PITIBD AND SPOKS TO HIM ; BE SAID HE HAD NO 791 
ONE TO PUT HIM IN THE WATER. JESUS HEALED HIM AND BID HIM RISE. 



f\s ilk water, als pe stori saiB, 13762 

was mekil renouned iu ^a dais, 

Als it war a gode yinere ; 

^bi lai mani man vnfei'Oy 

^ar-in was won forto descend, 13766 

Angelis forto ^e water to blend. 

And tid it sua in pat seqnar, 

Quen fia water droued war, 

fo first seke man fat might win [ooi. t] 

To ])at welle to wasse him in, 13771 

^at quat sekenes was als on him, 

He suld be helid, ilk a lim. 

lesus ^an was ]7are walkand, •13774 

Come bi fe welle, gret folk he fand 

^t ^ war liggand forto bide, 

Qnen ^air hele fsiim suld betide. 

^ar fand ie^z^ a man vnfere, 13778 

fat had bene aght and thretti ^ere. 

Sua was his limmes him wit-tane, 

pat of ))aim weildnes had he nane ; 

lesu8 biheld ))is caitiue J^are, 1 3782 

And of him reud selcuthli sare. 

And said, ** god man, me wid J>u mele, 

Gemis J)u to haue Ji hele ] " 1 3786 

** 3a, sir,'* he said, " na thing sua gladd, 

Bot sua wid seknes am i stadd, 

pat i ne mai to pe water win, 13788 

For oJ)er me gas bifor far-in,^ P *{Jj ^ 

Ke ])ar es na man, soth to tell, 

fat will me here into pe welL 

Lang haue i ledd in langur lijf, 

Es nane will reu on me, caitif." 13793 

" And godman, i ^e treuli sai, 

])u sal be hal nou fra ^is dai. 

Bise, thai ^ l\j no langir. 

Do f e to ga wid all J>i ger." 13797 

GdTTXNGEN 



pia ilke watir stori sayes 

was muche honoured in ^o dayes 

As hit were a good ryuere 

Jjerby lay mony vnfere 

Jjerynne were wont to descends 

Aungels pat from heuen wende 

pat tyme bifcl hit so ))er 

Whenne J?e watir droued wer 

pe forst seke mon pat mi3t wyn 

To pat welle to wasshe him In 

Of what sekenes so was on him 

He shulde be heled vche a lym 

Ihesus ])0 was pere walkonde 

And coom per by mychel folk he fonde 

pat were pere liggyng for to abide 

Whenne her hele shulde bi-tyde 

pere fond ihe^us a mon ynfere 

And had ben eijte & ])ritty 3ere 

His lymmes had he so forgone 

pat of hem weldyng had he none 

Ihe^u bihelde ))is caitif ]}ore 

And of hi?^ rewed selcouf e sore 

He seide gode mon with me pon mele 

Desires pon to haue pin hele 

3e sir he seide no ping so glad 

For so in sekenes am I-lad 

J3at I ne may to pat watir wynne 

For ofere goon bifore me Inne 

Kor no mon wol so)) to telle 

Bere me in to pe welle 

Longe haue I led in langur lif 

Is noon wol rewe on me caitif 

Now good mon I pe trewly say 

)?ou shal be hool fro pia day 

Rise & lye no lenger fere p«af sfl 

Do pe to go -wip al ])i gere 

TRINITY 



792 THE JEWS WONDERED AT SEEING THE MAN RISE; THEY CURSED HIM FOR BREAKING 
THEIR LAW. ^' WHT BLAME TE ME WITHOUT SIN ) A BLESSED MAN HEALED ME, 



Vp he ras wit-vten mar, 13798 

And on his bak his bedd he bar. 
^e dai fat ])is man was made fere, 
J>e ^ lues heild it for hali dere, [» ms. IoJ 
Q«en J)ai sagh him fe birthin vnder, 
Fast J)ai can on him to wonder, pod. 2] 

* " Qwat cursed man es yon," coth fai, 
" Wirckand gains godd and his lai 1 
It semes o godd has he nan au." 

]7ai said als mani felun sau, 13807 
" fou carl, qui brekes Jou vr lau, 
fi bedd noiJ)er aght pon ber ne drau, 
\>ou ber again suith fat birthin, 13810 
J)ar weried wortht Jjou wit drightin." 
" Godmen," he said, " for godds might, 
Qui wite yee me wit-vten plight, 
A bHsced man me gaf heliand ; 13814 
At ))e well o syloe me fand, 
Quen he had made me hale and fere, 

* Rise vp,' he said, * wit Ji litere 
And do fe forth,* he said, ' to ga.* 
And als he badd, right did i sua. 
Aght and thritte yeir in band, 13820 
^at i moght stir ne fot ne hand, 

^e angel lightand ai i bade, 
Ai til pia man me hale has made. 
He ]7at me nu mi hele has broght, 
Wit-stand his biding agh i noght." 
])ailetehim^assfra]7amemell, 13826 
And tuix ])am spak ]}aa lues fell, 
" fis man es noght wit godd," coth Jai, 
*' J?at wirckes J)us on hali dai, 13829 
fe Hjf he ledes mai nan lede, 
And J>ar-on he es again vr lede ; 
He hates to cum to vr bewist, 13832 
Ne till vr laghes will he noght list, 

COTTON 



IF vp he ras wif-outen mare 
and on his bak his bed he bare 
^at day ^at ))is man was made fere 
))e iewes helde hit for haly dere 
quen ]7ai sagh him ])at bir]7in vnder 
fast ]>ai con on him to wonder 
IF quat cursed man is yon quod J?ai. 
J)at J)us wirkis agayne our lay. 
we wende for-soj) quen he here lay. 
he had bene seke for many a day. 
quen fon art hale wi]H)ut agh. 
pi bed is oures bi pe lagh. 
here agayne squi])e ))at bir]7ine 
wa wor]) pQ and al ])ine. 
godemen he saide for goddus mi3t 
quy wyte je me wi}>-outen pli3t 
atte syloe welle a man me fande 
& has me laused out of bande. 
quen he had hale me made & fere 
he bad me ga wij) al my gere. 
& do pe for)) he saide to ga 
& als he bad ri3t dide I. squa. 
xxviij. 3ere in bande 
I. lay nomme ba^ fote & hande 
pe angel li3ting* ay I. bade, 
ay til pia man he hale me made, 
ho ])at me in my hele me bro3t. 
wi])-8tande hys bidding^ agh me no3t 
IF ))ai lete him pas as I. 30U telle 
be-twene ham spac ^a iewes feL 
pia man is no3t wij) god quod J>ai. 
J)at wirkis J?us on haly-day. 
pe life he ledis may nane lede 
per-of he dos agayne our lede. 
he hatis to come til our be-wiste 
ne til our lagh wil he no3t liste. 

FAIRFAX 
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88 YBABS IN BONDAGE/' THE JEWS AOOUSE CHRIST OF WORKING ON THE SABBATH. 



Vp he ras widyten mare, 13798 

And on his bac his bed he bar. 
ye del fat fia man was made fere, 
fe Inns it held for hali dere, 13801 
Qnen Jmu san him pat bir))en Ynder, 
Fast ^ai gnn on him to wonder. 
** Qnat cnrsed man es yone," said ])si, 
'* wirkand again godd and his lai 1 
It semes he has of god nan awe ; " 
And said aUsua mani fele sawe, 13807 
" ^u carl, qni brekes J)n our lau, SJfJj^*'' 
^i bedd sold ^u nonyer here ne dran, 
Suith ))n here again ^i birthin, 13810 
Jar waried worth fu wid drithin." 
" God men," he said, " for godes might, 
Qni wite ;e me widvten plight, 
A blisced man me gane hailand; 13814 
At ^e well of sylole he me fand, 
Qnen he had made me hal a[n]d fere, 
* Ris vp,* he said, * wid f i litere 
And do ye snith he^en to ga,' 13818 
And als he badd, right did i sua. 
Aght and thretti 3ere in band, 
I lai widvten might of fot or hand ; 
ye angel lighting ai i bade, 13822 
Ai till yia man has hale me made. 
He yat me hal has wroght, 
widstand his bidding aght [I] noght." 
ysi lete him passe fra ^aim emell, 
And tuix J)aim spac ^e iuus fell, 
yla man es noght wid godd," said ])ai, 
^at brekes yuB J>e hali-dai, 13829 
ye liuf he ledes nane mai Icde, 
And all es he again vr lede ; 
He hates till cum to vr bewist, 
Ne till vr lau wil he noght list, 13833 
gOttingen 



« 
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Yp he roos hool wi^uten care 

And on his bak his bed he bare 

pat day yat he was made so fere 

pe iewes helde holy & dere 

whenne yei him sey yat bur])en yndir 

Fast gon yei on him wondir 

What cursed mon is ^is seide y&y 

Worchyng a^eyn god & his lay 

hit seme]) he hay of god no drede 

And seiden him to mony fcl dede 

yon churle whi brekestou oure lawe 

pi bed shuldestou noujjer here ny drawe 

Bere ^i burden a3eyn in hi^e 

Waried be yon of almi3tie 

Gode men he seide for goddes ini3t 

Whi wite je me wifouten pli3t 

A blessed mon 3af hele to me 

At ^e welle of siloe 

Whenne he had made me hool & fere 

Bis Tp he seide wi]? yi litere 

Do ye soone hennes to go 

And as he bad yenne dud I so 

£i3te & Jritty 3eer in bonde 

Haue I not welden foot nj honde 

pe aungels li3tyng yere hood I 

Til he me heled sikurly 

He yat me J^is hele ha^ wrou3t 

wi^stonde his bidding ow I nou3t 

])ei let him passe fro hem to telle 

And spak to gider yo iewes felle 

p'la mon is not wttA god seide y&j 

])at breke)) ))us ^e hali day 

pe lif yat he lede]) in dede 

Hit is a3eyn oure lede 

He hate]) oure counseles so dere 

And of oure lawe wol he not lere 

TRINITY 



794 THB PHABISEES COMPLAIN THAT JESUS DOES NOT KEEP THEIB HOLT DAT 
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Yr halidai noght he for-beres, 13834 
Bot mani dedes o )^aim he geres 
Be don vs alle for to pair ; 
And ^ou can naman speke sa fair. 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Land M88,] 
Oft he dos YS sammen sank/ c^ ms. nak] 
And ))ar-for haf he nener thank. 
He dos V8 mani geddering mak^ 13842 
And mani sancking for his sak, 
pat we mai drei it nu namar, 
For-])i we most consail ta ^ar 
))at he be tan, and don in bandy 13846 
i^ua first on him mai lai his handes ; 
And qua ))is couenand haldes noght 
pat it be dere apon him boght." 
Wit ]}is fai scaild ])air semble^ 13850 
Bot iesus went fra ^at cite, 
And in apon an-o])er side, Df7«,bk,odLi] 
Vte J?air sight him for to hide, 
For jeit was noght his time cu^^imen 
To be wit-in fair handes niimmen. 
Ke moght ))ai neuer lai hand him on, 
Til J?at he self it wald war don ; 13857 
Quen time com he him-selucn bedd, 
And noght a fote fra ])aim he fledd 
Til ^ai his suete bodi had schedd, 
And gin him self for vs in wedd. 
leints went to ]>e temple ])an, 13862 
^ar spak he wit ^is heeld man, 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS,"] 
He sagh him al for soru biten, 13866 
For lues sua wit him had fiiten ; 
He suaged him wit wordes heind, 
'* Fra nu," he said, '' J)e behoues freind 

COTTON 



our haly dayes he no3t for-beris. 

bot ^en to make his dides he gers 

& euer our lagh he dos to pairs. 

& si]»en can na man speke sa faire 

we haue grete meruayl so]) to teL 

psX nane has hap him to queL 

oft he dos YS samyn sank 

& ^ar-of haue he neuer ])ank. c* if 5^ bk] 

^he dos us many geddering* make. 

and many sanking* for his sake. 

])at we may drey hit now na mare. 

gode consail to take node hit ware. 

^at he be tane & done in bandis. 

qua first on him may lay ^aire hand/tf 

& qua ^is comande haldis no3t. 

in same plite atte he be bro^t. 

% of ))iB ]7ai made a grete semble 

bot ihe^us went out of ^at cite 

& in a-pon a-no^er side. 

for sumkin ]}ing him to hide. 

for jet was nojt his time comme. 

wi])-in ]7aire handis to be no7?2me. 

ne mujt pax neuer him hand lay on. 

til atte him-self hit walde hauo done 

quen time come he him bedde 

& nojt a fote fra ham he fled 

til ))ai his squete blode had shed 

& giuen him-self* for us in wed. 

% Ihe^us went to J>e temple ^an 

per spac he wij) p\a aide man. 

]>at heled of his sare 

I. talde :^ou how lange are 

he sagh him alle for sorOw bityn. 

squa had ])e iewes wi^ him flityn. 

& he him haiLsed wi)> wordes hende 

fra now be-houis ]>e lefe frende. 

FAIRFAX 
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BUT naVB WX!^ AWAT AND Hm HUTSELF, fob his TUa WAS NOT OOMB TBT. 795 
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TT haUdais noght he for-beiis, 13834 
Bot mani dedis on ^aim he geiis 
To be done, ys forto paire ; 
And sjden can na man spec so fiEdre. 

[ 

^ . . , . no gap in the MS."] 
Ofle he dos ts samen sanck, 13840 
And yailoT hane he neu^ thank ; 
He doe tb mani gadiing make, 
And mani sanking for ys sake, 
]»at we mai diei it nu na mare, 13844 
For-^i we most ys consale yaie 
^ he be tane, and done in bandis, 
Qua first on him mai lai ^air handis, 
' And qua ^is comandment haldis noght 
fat it be dere apon him boght." Pool i] 
wid pia psi partid ^air semble, 13850 
Bot ieatu went of ^t cite, 
And in apon ano^er side, 
Yte of pair sight him forto hide, 13853 
For ^eit was noght his time commin 
To be widin ^air handes nomin. 
Might pBi nener lai hand him on. 
Til pot he-self wald it war don ; 13857 
Quen time come he him-seluen bedd. 
And noght a fote fra ^aim fledd 
Till ])ai his suete blodde had schedd. 
And giuen him-self for ys in wedd. 
lemu went Ynto ^e temple ^an, 13862 
pax spac he wid ]yis helid man, 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
He sau him all for soru bittin, 13866 
For inns sua wid him had fietin ; 
He soaged him wid wordes heind, 
** Fra nu," he said, " bi-houes pe freind 

gOttingbn 



Onre hali dayes halt he not so)» 
But monj dedes on hem do)» 
]yo dedes to ys be not faire 
Oure lawes alle ]>ei appaire 

[ 



no gap in the MS,] 

He do^ YS mony gederynge make 
And muchel to penke for his sake 
pat we may suffer hit no more 
we mot counsel now J)erfore 
pai he be taken & done in bondes 
who so furst on him may laye hondes 
And who fis counsel holde]) nou3t 
pat hit be dere Yp on him bou3t 
Wij) piB Jei parted her semble 
But ihestta went of pat cite 
And toke him to axioper syde 
Out of her si^t him to hide 
For 3itt was not his tyme comen 
To be of her hondes nomen 
Mijte ))ei neuer take him so 
Til him self wolde hit were do 
Whenne tyme coom forj he hbn bed 
And not a fote fro him fled 
Til he had shed his swete blode 
And jyuen him self for oure gode 
Ihesus went to temple ])on 
])ere spake he wiJ) pia heled mon 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

He say him al moumyng bi-tid 
For iewes so had him chid 
he esed him wi]) wordes hende 
Fro now he seide ^ou most frende 

TRINITY 
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Tent to mi teching and mi tale, 13870 

For yi seknes er ^ou al hale." 

IF lestLS went him forth here and par, 

And did meracles euer-ai-quar, 

Til it come a solempnite, 13874 

He com a-gain in ^at cite ; 

Wit him com his disciples lele, 

And o]7er folk als foluand fele. 13877 

In-to ^e temple ]7ai wit him yede, 

And he began ^aim for to rede, 

For to redde and to sermon, 

And tald ])am mani god reson. 

All ^ai said ])am J)aim emell, 13882 

** Qua herd euer man sua spell, 

Man ynlerd o boken lar^ ! '' 

All wondred on him, less and mare. 

lesus fat )>air talking herd, 13886 

Suetli he ))aim sun ansuard, 

*^ Mi lare es noght mine," said he, 

'' £ot his \>ab it haues giuen to me, 

])at neu^ leigh, ne neuer sale, 13890 

For wijt and treuth h6 has ai hale ; 

He and his lare will lasten ai, 

l^is will he self wittnes and sai. 

^e man ^at spekes he-self o roos 13894 

Wat yee, godmen quat he dos ) 

Qiien he his aun roos has soght. 

In his muth sothfast es noght ; 

£ot sothfastnes es in his word 13898 

))at sais of ofer man loueword. 

Moyses ]>ur lagh J>aim broght, [ooi. i] 

Yee wat it bot yee hald it noght, 

Selcut me thine yee hatte me sua. 

And, saccles, me sekes to sla." 13903 

^an said ))aa lues, " selcut her we, 

])ou missais, deuel es in ]ye ; 

COTTON 



tent to my teyching* & my tale, 
for now of sekenes artow al hale. 

Iheffus went for)) here and pare, 
and miraclis dide ay quare 
til hit come a solempnite. 
he come agayne to fai cite, 
wi]) him come his disciplis hale 
and ofer folk wi]K)uten tale. 
In-to fe temple ^ai wi)) him jede. 
and he be-gan ham to rede, 
for to rede a gode sarmoun 
and talde ham alle wi^ gode resowt. 
alle ])ai saide for-so^ to telle 
qua herde euer man squa spelle. 
man vnlered of boke or lare. 
alle wondered on him lesse & mare 
IF Ihe^us atte faire talking herde. 
squetely fen he ham onsquerde 
my lare is nojt myne saide he 
bot his fat hit has giuen to me. 
^at neuer legh. ne neuer sale, 
for witte & treu)) he has ay hale, 
he & his lare wille laste for ay. 
Jis wille him-self witnes say. 
IF fe man fat spekis him-self of ros 
wate 30 godemen quat he dos 
quen he his aghen ros has so^t 
in his movLp so]}fast is no3t. 
bot so))fastnes is in his worde 
])at to godenes wille accorde 
of me moises 30U worde bro3t. 
38 wate hit wele bot haldea hit no3t 
selcou]) me fink 30 hate me squa 
and sacles sekis me to sla. 
V ^en saide fe iewes selcou^ ^ink we 
^ou missais vs quat deuil is fe 

FAIRFAX 
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Tent to mi teching and mi tale^ 13870 
For of ^i sekenes es ^a all hale." 

Iestis went fort here and paxe, 
And did miracUs euerai quare, 
Till it come a solempnite, 13874 

He come againe in pat cite ; 
wid him come his desciplis lele, 
And o>er folk foloand fele. 13877 
Into pe temple fe^ wid him jede/ 

I 

And he bigan ])aim forto rede, ms. jode] 
Forto rede and forto sarmone, 
And tald ^aim mani god resnne. 
All said }sl ^aim ^an emelle, 13882 
'* Qoa herd ener man sua spelle, 
Man ynlerd on hoken lare ! " 
All wondrid on him, lease and mare. 
lews fat fair talking herd, Sil^f **• 
Saeteli he faim sone ansuerd, 13887 
'"Mi lare es noght mine," said he, 
" Bot his fat it has giuen me, 
fat neuer ligh, ne neuer salle, 13890 
Forwit and treuth he has ai hale ; 
He and his lare will last for ai, 
f is will him-self wittenes and saL 
fe man fat spekes of him-self ros 
wat ;e, god men, quat he dos) 13895 
Quen he his anen ros has soght, 
In his math sothfast es noght ; 
£i' soihfastnes es in his worthd 13898 
fat sais of of er man loueword. 
ICoyses 3ar lau ju broght, c> rtad But] 
^e wat it, bot je hald it noght, 13901 
Selcnth me thine 30 hate me sua, 
And, sackeles, sekes me to sla." 
fan said fa iuues, " selcuth here we, 
fu missaisy fe deuil es in fe ; 13905 

oCttingfn 



Tente to my tale & my techynge 
For of sekenes hasten helynge 
IT Ihestuf went forf here & fere 
And dud myracles enerj where 
Til hit coom to a solempnite 
He coom a3eyn in to fat cite 
wif him coom his disciples lele 
And of ere folke folewynge fele 
Into f e temple wif him fei 3ede 
And he bigan hem for to rede 
To preche to hem & sarmoun 
And tolde hem mony good resoun 
Alle bigan fei fus to telle [icafM,iMck] 
who herde euer fus mon spelle 
Mon vnlered of boke lore 
Alle wondride on him lasse & more 
Ihesus fat her talkynge herde 
Swetely he hem vnswerde 
My lore is not myn seide he 
But his fat hit haf 3yuen to me 
pat neuer endef ne neu^ shal 
For witt & trouf e he is al 
He & his lore wol laste for ay 
)?is wol him self witenes & say 
pe mon fat spekef of him self ros 
wite 30 gode men what he dos 
wheuTie he his owne preysing haf 80U3t 
)?enne is his mouf sof faste nou3t 
But sof fastenes is in him f on 
pat seif loue worde of of ere mon 
IF Moises 3oure lawe 30U brou3t 
3e knowe hit but 3e holde hit nou3t 
Selcouf e I haue 30 hate me so 
And gultles seke 3e me to slo 
penne seide f e iewes wondir here we 
])ou mis seist f e deuel is in f e 

trinity 



798 JESUS SAYS HE HAS DONE MAKT WOBKS AMONG THE PEOPLE; THET CIRCUMCI8S 
ON A HOLT DAT, WHT SHOULD NOT HE CUBE A SICK MAN ON THE SABBATH ) 



Qua will pe sla 1 qui sais ^ou wiang ) " 
" I haf you don," lie said, " o-mang 
Werkes suilk als yee ha sene, 13908 
J)at yee wonder on oft for tene. 
Moyses yow gaf in fe aid 
Lagh circumcision to hald, 
Yee circumcise on hali dai, 13912 
Noght yee waand will for J)e lai. 
And qt^r-for sua hate yee me ^an, 
For i mad hale a sek man 
Apon ))e dai yur sabaot ) 13916 
£ot demes me right in mi state, 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSSJ] 
Sua suld yee do, wald yee me tru, 
And well i wat it war for yow." 13921 
Mani man war ))ar-Li and stode 
£i ))is folk, wrath and wode, 
pat war cummen to pat tun, 13924 
And herd o ))air disputisun ; 
Ful mani wordes spak peoL fell, 
])at it war tor all her to telL 
Sum said, '^quei crist him-seluen sal 
scan, 13928 

Que fen he sal cum sal naman knau, 
Ke quat kin, ne quat contre ; 
£ot ])is man kinred wel knau we, 
])is thede bath es he and his, 13932 
])e contre was, and sotht it es." 
IF l^an said ieaus a word to min, 
'* Yee wat quat i am, and mi kin, 
JOT vn-witt quine wald yee blin, 
And seke noght sakles sua wit sin, 
And herken seil and hald resun ) 
Yee kneu me and mi nacion. 13939 

COTTON 



qua wil ^e sla quy says ])ou wronge 

I haue done he saide 30U a-mange 

werkis suche as 30 haue sene. 

^at ^e wonder of for tene. 

moises gaf 30U in ^e aide. 

lagh of circumcision to halde. 

and 30 circumcise on haliday. 

and no3t 3e wande in 30ure lay. 

and quar-for hate 3e me ^an. 

for I. made hale a seke man. 

a-pon ^e day of 30ure sabat 

demys me ofter 3oure awen state 

gode is to wirke euerilk day. 

pinge pB,t prophetis to ^e lay. 

squa sulde 30 do walde 30 me tray 

and wele L wate hit were 30ur way 

IF Many man was by & stode. 

and horde pea folk wra]> & wode. 

pBi ware commyn to p&t toun 

for tille ^at disputesoun here. 

sa many wordes spac J)a felle 

hit ware ouer lange in boke to tel 

IF Sum saide quen criste him-self sal 

shaw 
quey^en he comis sal na mon knaw 
ne of quat kyn ne quat cuntree 
bot pis man ki^ ful wel knaw we 
of ]7is lande is he & al .... s 
]>e cuntree wate at so)y hit is 
IT ^en saide ihesuB a worde to Myn 
30 wate quat I am & al my kyn 
of 30ure vn-witte quy ne wil 30 blin 
& seke no3t sacles squa wi^ sin 
& herkin skille & halde resoun. [ittf 64] 
33 knaw me & myne nacioun. 

FAIRFAX 
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Qua will ^e slal qui sais ]m wrangi" 
He said, '* i haue done ;a emang 
Werlds soilk als ^e haue sene, 13908 
^t ;e on wondrid ofte for tene. 
Moises fvL gane in pe aid 
Laa of circumcision to hald, 
And ^e circumsise on hali dai, 13912 
And noght ne lett 30 for pe laL 
And quarfor hate 30 me so ])an, 
For i made hale a seke man 
Apon ye dai of jur sabate ) 13916 
Bot demis me noght in mi state, 

[ .• • • • 

. • . . no gap in the M8!\ 
Sua suld je do, wolde 3e me tru. 
And wele i wat it war for 3U.'* 13921 
Mani man war bi and stod, 
And herd ])is folk, sua wrath and wod, 
yai war comen into paX tune, 13924 
And herd all ^air dispotisiun ; 
Ful mani wordis spac )»d fell, [1 coL t] 
yat it war tore all here to telle. 
^Sum said, ''quen Christ himnself sal 
schau, 13928 

Que))en he sal enm, sal no man knau, 
Ne of quat kin, na quat contre ; 
Bot \i\a man kin' wele knau we, 
Of yva thede es bath he and his, 
ye contre quate paX soth es ])is." 
pan said iesua a word to min, 13934 
'' 30 wate quat i am, and mi kin, 
Of 3ur vnwitt qui ne wald 30 blin, 
And seke noght sacles sua wid sin 1 
And herken skil and hald resune 1 
je knau me and mi nadune. 13939 

05TTIN0EN [* MS. kim] 



who wol ^e sle why seistou wrong 
He seide I haue don 30U among 
Werkes suche as 3e haue sene 
\>at 30 on wondride ofte for tene 
3af 30U not to moyses ]>e olde 
Lawe of circumcisioun to holde 
And 3e circumcise on haliday 
And not 3e letten for ])e lay 
wherfore hate 3e me J?on 
For I made hool a seke mon 
Vpon J>e day of 30ure sabate 
But deme]) me not in my state 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8.^ 
So sbulde 30 do wolde 30 me trow 
And wel I woot hit were for 30W 
Mony folke were by & stoode 
And herde ))is folke so wro^e & wode 
\>ai were comen in to ];at toun 
And herde al her disputesoun 
Mony wordes ^ei spake & felle 
]}at longe were here to telle 
Summe seide whenne cnst shal him 

showe 
Whenne he shal com shal noon knowe 
Ny of what kyn ny of whiche cuntre 
But ^is monnes kyn wel knowe we 
Of ^is lond bo^e is he & his 
]>e cuntre woot pai sooj) hit is 
]>enne seide ihe^ a word or two 
3e woot what I am my kyn also 
Of 30ure foly why ne wole 3e blynne 
And seke not sakles so wi)) synne 
Bere)) skil & holde)) resoun 
Si^ 3e knowe me & my nacioun 

TRINITY 



800 '' HA THAT SENT ME IS TRUTH, I KNOW HIM, IF I SAY I KNOW HIM NOT I LIE." 
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QuatrQXun yee knau wite yee for soth, 

Sal yee na leis here o mi toth, 13941 

For he f&t me mang yow send, 

Es sothfastnes wit-vten end. 

He ])at me sent, i wat quat es, 13944 

Boi yee knau him noght i-wiss ; 

If i said fat i him ne kneu, 

Jan war i leier and vn-treu, 13947 

Bath i war fals and als lier, Ueatn, ooi. i] 

And right suilk als ))at yee nu er. 

I knau him, and has knaun him euer, 

Pra him sal i sundre neue?*." 13951 

pan soght J)ai iesu for to slan, 

Bot Jai moght hand lai on hi??} nan. 

Pain ))ai wald him ))an had numen, 

Bot yeit his time was noght cnmmen. 

Mani man bigan to tru 13956 

Forth fra \>at time in iesu ; 

Ai fra ])is dai forther ward, 

f e lues, wit Jair fals forward. 

And wit J)air mani tressunful red, 

pax soght ihe^u at do to ded. 13961 

V SiJ)en sal yee here qt^t wise 

Jhesa did lazar to rise, 

Bot ar p&t i sua ferr sal ga, 13964 

I sal spek of his sisters tua, 

pat was martha, wit-vten lain. 

And als sua mari magdalain. 

Jis lazar, als sais vs vr stori, 13968 

Was of a stede hight bethani ; 

He had pia forsaid sisters tuin, 

pe tan a womman ful o sin. 

A sell sin-ful sco was an, 13972 

And first als a comun womman ; 

pia womman gret fairhede 

Did mani man a wai to wide. 13975 

COTTON 



wate sa je knaw wete je for-sof 

salle na lesing< come of my to)). 

for he ))at me hidder 30U sende. 

is so]>-fastenes wi]7-outen ende. 

he pat me sende I. wate qua is. 

30 knaw him no3t ne is blisse. 

if I say fat I. him no3t knew. 

J>en ware I. lither & vn-trew. 

[^ Bo the were I fals & here how 

Right suche as ye are now] ^^jJS^^Ijn'** 

I. haue him knawen & sal do euer. 

fra him salle L sundre neuer 

IT fen S03t fai ihesn for to be sLane 

bot fai mu3t hande lay on him nane 

fayne fai walde him haue nommyn 

bot 3et his time was no3t commyn. 

many man be-gan to trow. 

fra fat time forf in ihe^u. 

al fra fat day forf erward 

fe lewes wif fairs fals forf wanJ. 

fen wif f aire fals tresoun & rede. 

fai S03t ih6^u to f e dede. 

IT sif en sal 3e here quat wise. 

ihe^us dide Ic^er for to rise. 

bot or I. any ferf er ga. 

I. wille speke of his sistres twa. 

fat was martha wif -outen layne 

& al-squa mary Magdalayne. 

f is lazar als sais our story 

was of stede hi3t bethany. 

he had per forsaide sisters twyn. 

fat an a womman ful of syn. 

a celly sinful was ho an. 

first als a commyn womman. 

of f is maddalane f e grete fairehede 

dide many man of way to wede. 

FAIRFAX • 



MABTT FBOX THAT DAT BELIEVED ON JESUS. THERE WAS ONE LAZARUS, 801 
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qnat-sam 30 knau witt 36 forsotli, 
je sal na lese here of mi toth, 13941 
For he fat me mang 3U has send, 
£s sothfastnes widvten end. 
He fat me send, i wat quat es, 
Bot 30 ne knau him noght i-wis ; 
If i sai fat i him ne knen, 13946 

^an war i leier and vntru, 
Bath war i fals & als leier, 
And right suilk als ]7at 3e nu er. 
I knau him, and has knauen euer, 
Fra him sal i sunder neuer." 13951 

Si^n soghut ^ai iesjis for to slane, 
Bot J>ai might hand lai on him 
Fain fai wolde him haue nomin, l^*^®« 
Bot 3eit his time was noght coniin. 
Mani man bi-gan to trou 13956 

Fia fat time forth in ie^u ; 
Ai fra ^t dai for-warde, 
^e luus, wid ^air fals forward. 
And wid ^air mani tresun fill rede, 
]>ai soght ie^u to do to dede. 13961 

Nou sal 36 here on quat-kin wise 
lesTL did lazar rise, 
Bot ar ^at i sua fer will gpa, 13964 
I sal speke of his sistres tua, 
Jat was martha, widvten lain, SfL^jN^*'' 
And alsua mari magdalain. 
J>is lazar, als sais vr stori, 13968 

was of a sted hight hethani. 
He had ^ir forsaid sistris tuin^ 
fe tane a womman fill of sine. 
A sell sinful was scho ane, 13972 
And first als a common wommane ; 
Of ^is womman fe grete iairede. 
Did mani man of witt to wede. 13975 

61 GOTTINGEN 



[ 

. . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MS8.\ 

For he fat me among 30U sende 

Is so])fastenes wi]70uten ende 

He fa\ me sende I woot what he is 

But 30 knowe him not I-wis 

If I seide fat I not him knew 

J^ennne were I. Here & vntrew 

Bojje were I fals & lyere how 

Ri3t suche as 3e are now 

I knowe him & haue done euer 

Fro him shal I sundre neuer 

]>Q sou3te ^ei ikesus to slone 

But honde my3te ]}ei laye on him none 

For ])ei wolde him haue nomen 

But lus tyme was not comen 

Mony fro fat trowed trew 

In ))e werkes of good Ihe^u 

And fro fat day wi))outen faile 

)?e iewes wi]; her fals counsaile 

Bi her tresou?) & her reede 

Sou3te ihe^u to do to dede 

Now shul 36 here on what wise 

Ihe^ dud lazar to rise 

Bat ar ^at we toxf^x go 

Speke we of Ms sistres two 

Pe toon was martha to seyn [icaf87j 
And fat ofere Maudeleyn 
\yi& lazar as seij) oure story 
was of a stude het hethany 
]}e8e ^en were his sistres twyn^ze 
])e ton a wommon ful of synne 
A wondir synful was she one 
And furste was she comyn wommone 
Of f\a wommon f% muchel feirhede 
Made mony mon of witt to wede 

TRINITY 



802 MART WAS A BLESSED SINNER. WHEN JESUS WAS PREACHING HERE AND THERE, 
HE CAME TO THE CASTLE OF SIMON THE LEPER, WHO ENTERTAINED HIM ; 



Seuen feindes vte of hir cast crist, 
Als telles lucas euangelist. 13977 

A sell sinful was see |)is, 
For alle hir sin tumd to blis. 
For SCO was liuand ^at siquar 
pat iestis prcched hir and far, 
And mani a-pert ineracle did, 13982 
Quar wit to man kind he him kid, 
And mani seke he gaf fair hele. 
And als he com be a castel, 
A man pat hight symon lepras, 13986 
At ete he praid him til his hus ; 
lesus grant him his praier, 
For he him praid wit ful god cher, 
Fill fair serais symon him dight, 13990 
Als was to suilk a lauerding right 
IF Qz^^n iesus in his sete was sett. 
Wit his disciplis at ]>e met, 13993 
f is sinful woTwman and for-lain, [ooi. i] 
f is forsaid mari magdalain. 
Wit-in J)is castel i of tald, 13996 

Moght SCO do all quat sco wald. 
fe man pat godd will pat be bett, 
Yee wat, laucrdings, mai nathing lett. 
pe word o ihesvL was risen brade. 
And meracles fat he made. 14001 
Quen mari wist iesits far cummen, 
A host SCO has o smerles nu7?imen ; 
A smcrl fat was o pris ful dere, 
fis vntement wit hir sco here. 14005 
Bot for mi tale scortli to tell, 
Be-for lesn on knes sco fell, 
far- wit SCO fell on suilk a grete, 
fat al SCO was vr lauerd fete ; 14009 
On f aim sco wepe hir sinnes sare. 
And fan f am dries wit hir hare ; 

COTTON 



vij. feyndis oat of hir kest c;ist 
as tellis laca f e euangelist. 
a cely sinful was ho fis. 
for alle hir syn hir turned to blis. 
for ho was liuande nere hand quare 
ihe^rus preyched here & fare. 
& many apert miraclis did. 
quar-wif to mankinde he him kid. 
IT & many a seke he gaf f e hele. 
& als he come be a castele. 
a man fat hi3t simond leprus 
praied ihema til his hous. fchere 

he made him sembelaund wiih gode 
& Ihe^us granted him his prayer 
ful faire seruise simonde ham di3t 
as felle to a lording* ri3t 

auen ihe^us in his sete was sette 
wif his disciplis atte f e mette. 
fis sinful womman in syn for-layne 
fis forsaide mary magdalayn. 
wif-in fis castel I. of talde 
mu^t ho do alle atte ho walde 
f e man fat god wil grante his grif 
may na man staude a^ayne fer-wif 
f e worde of ihesu hit ras ful brade 
& of f e miracUs fat he made. 
If quen mary wiste ihe^us was commyn. 
a boiste ho has of oynementK^ nommyn. 
of diu^rse f ingis fat was dere. 
fis oynement wif hir ho here. 
& for my tale shortly to telle 
be-for ihe^u fete ho sone felle 
f er-wif ho felle on squilk a grete 
fat wif fe teris ho wisshed his feto 
on ham ho wepped hir synnes sare 
& sif en dried wif hir hare. 

FAIRFAX 



MABT XAGDALENE CAME IN WHILE THET WERE AT MEAT WITH A BOX 07 803 
OUTTMBNT; 8HB FELL AT JESUS' FEET AND WASHED THEM WITH TEABS FOB HEB 8IN8. 



Seaen fendes vie of hir cast he, 13976 
Als tellis luca ]>e wangeliste. 
A sell sinful was scho piB, 
For all hir sine turned hir al to blis. 
Scho was liuand )>at siquor 13980 
^t iesus prechid here and pax^ 
And mani apert miracle did, 
Quarwid to mankin he him kid ; 
And mani seke he gaue pm hele. 
And als he come bi a castele, 13985 
A man ^t hight symon leprous, 
At ete he praid him till hous ; 
lestu him granted his praier, 13988 
For he him praid wid god cher, 
Fulfair sends sjmond him dight, 
Ais was to slik a lauerd right 
Quen iedus in his sete was sett, 13992 
wid his desciplis at )>e mett, 
pia sinful womman and forlaine, 
fJB forsaid mari magdalaine, 
widin l^is castel fat i of talde, 13996 
Might scho do all quat scho walde. 
pe man pat godd will be bett, 
30 wat, lauerdinges, mai no pmg lett. 
pe word of iesiis rase fill brade, 14000 
And of pe miraclis pat he made. 
Quen mari wist iesus pax comen, 
A boist of smerles has scho nomin ; 
A smerl pat was of pris ful dere, [ooL t] 
p\B oygnement wid hir scho bere. 
For mi tale schortli to tell, 14006 
Bi-for iems fete sone scho felle, 
))ar-wid scho fel in suilk a grete, 
pat wid pe tens scho wesse his fete ; 
On paim scho wepe hir sinnes sare, 
And si)^n scho drei ^aim wid hir hare ; 

adTTINOEK 



Seuen fendes oute of hir caste he 

As telle]) luke pe euangele 

A sely synful was she ))is 

For al hir synne turned in to blis 

She was lyuynge in cuntre ]>ere 

Whenwe ihesiis preched vche wherd 

And mony a pert myracle did 

Wher wij) to men he him kid 

And mony seke he ^af her hele 

And as he coom bi o castele 

A mon pat hett symond leprous 

To ete prayed him to his hous 

lhe»u8 grauntide his preyere 

For he him preyed wij> good chere 

Feire seruyse symond him di3t 

As was to suche a lord ri^t 

IF whenne ihe^u^ was sett in his sete 

wi}} his disciples at pe mete 

Jjis synful wommon fat we of seyn 

pat we calle Mary maudeleyn 

wi))ynne pe castel pat I of tolde 

She myjte do what she wolde 

pe mon pat god wol be bett 

We wite wel may no f ing lett 

Jje worde of ihesus sprong ful wyde 

Of myracles fat he dud pat tyde 

Whenne Mary wiste ihesua was comen 

A boiste of oynement haf she uomen 

A J)ing Jjat was of pris ful dere 

Jjis oynement wiJ) hir she bere 

And my tale shortly to telle 

Bifore ihestts feet she felle 

pere she fel in suche a grete 

pat vrip pe teres she wesshe his fete 

On him she weped hir synnes sare 

And dryed hem wij> hir here fare 

TBINITT 



804 H^RT ANOINTED JESUS' FEET. ALL WONDERED ; SIMON THOUGHT '' IF THIS 



MAN WERE A PROPHET HE WOULD NOT LET SUCH A SINNER OOME SO NEAR. 



II 



far SCO fand ani breck or sare, 14012 
Wit bir smerl see smeid fare, 
Wit all wirscbip fat sco him did, 
Euer SCO kist bis fete e-mid. 
All fai wondrid on fis man, 14016 
f ai sagb bir neuer sa sari, 
Sco left bir dede for na scam. 
Simond fat sir was o fat bam, 
Wondre[d], and said in bis tbogbt 
(Bot f ou wit mutb be said it nogbt), 
*' If f is man war rigbt propbet, 14022 
f is womman wepand on bis fete 
He aght to wyt al quat sco were, 
To lat bir negb him not sa nere, 
For SCO es womman o sinful stat, 
Als men oner al fis contre wat." 14027 
IF fan ansuard bim sun insus crtst, 
Qt^at simon tbogbt, ful wel be wist, 
" Here to me," be said, " a stund." 
" Gladli, maister," said symond. 
" It was a man quilum was wont 
Penis for to lene vm-stunt, 14033 
fis man be was an okerer. 
And tua men com fat bad mister. 
And asked bim penis to Ian ; 14036 
fis ricbe man lent to fat tan 
An bundretb penis, suilk als ran. 
And fifti to fe tofer man. 14039 

Quen it com to fe term dai, [ifn.bk.ooLi] 
f ai bad nogbt qiiar-of for to pai ; 
For be f am sagb no catell baf, 
All fair dett be fam for-gaf, 14043 
For-gaf it fam and badd f a^n fare. 
Quef er o fir tua agbt luue bim mare 1 " 
** Sir, me tbinc, wit-vten lett, 14046 
f e man fat be for-gaf mast dett, 
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f er bo fandb any toucbe of sare 
wif bir f ingz^^ anoynt bit fare 
& euer on knes bo con fall 
& kissed bis faire fete wif-alle. 
IT al f ai wondred on fis mary 
f ai sagb bir neuer squa sary. 
bo left bir dede for na sbame. 
Simonde fat sir was of fat bame. 
wondred & saide in bis fo^t. 
bot wif bis mouf be mynt bit no3t 
if fis man ware a rijt propbete 
fis womman wepande on bis fete 
bim a3t to wete quat bo were 
to lete bir negb bim no3t sa nere 
for bo is womman of sinful state, 
als men ouer alle fis cuntre wate. 

Pen ansquerd bim ihesn criste 
quat SimoncF f o^t ful wele be wist 
berkyn to me be saide a stounde 
gladly maister saide Simond. 
bit was a man fat we of rime 
penis to lene was wont sum time 
fis man was an okrure 
& ij. men come atte bad mistere. 
& askid bim penis for to lane Deaf 64, b^k] 
fis ricbe man lent to fe tane. 
an bundref penis squilk as ran. 
& fifti to f e tofer man. 
IT quen bit come to f e terme-day. 
f ai bad nojt quar-of for to pay. 
for be bam sagb na catel baue 
alle faire dette be bam for-gaue 
for-gaue bit bam & bad bam fare 
quef er of f er ij. a3t loue bim mare. 
IF Sir be saide wif-outen lette 
f e man fat be for-gaue f e mare det. 

FAIRFAX 



JESUS ANSWERED HIS THOUGHTS BT TELLING HIM OF TWO DEBTORS TO THE SOI 
RICH MAN, AND ASKING WHICH MUST LOVE HIM MOST FOB FORGIVENESS. 



Quar sclio fand ani brek or sare, 14012 
wid hir smerl scho smerld it faie,^ 
wid all worschip ]>at scho him did, 
Quer scho kist his fete emid. 
AMe ]>ai wondrid on ]7is man, 14016 
fsl san hir neuer sua sari, 
Ne left scho noght hir dedo for schame. 
Simon }}at sir was of pat hame, 
wondrid, and said in his ]7oght 14020 
(Bot wid mouth he said it noght), 
" war fis man a right prophete, 
yiB womman wepand on his fete 
He aght to witt qt^t scho ware, 14024 
And lat hir negh him noght sua nere. 
For scho es womman of sinful state, 
Als men ou«r all f is contre wate." 
pan ansuerd him ie/ni crist, 14028 
Quat symon thoght, wele he wist, 
And said, ** herk to me a stund/' 
** Gladli, maistir," said simond. 
'* I[t] was a man quilum was wont 
Penis forto lene vmstount, 14033 

]>is man him was an okerer, 
And tua men come ^at had mister, 
And askid him penis to lane ; 14036 
]»is riche man lente to ))e tano 
A hundred penis, suilk als ran. 
And fifti to fat o^er man. 
Quen it come to pQ terme dai, 14040 
f ai had noght quarof to pai ; 
For he J>aim sau no catel haue, ^^f ^» 
All ]>air dett he ])aim forgaue, 14043 
For-gaf it ))aim and bad ^aim fare. 
Quefer of J)aim bird luue him mare 1 " 
" Sir, me tinck, widvten lett, 1 4046 
)^ man ])at he forgaf mast dett, 

OOTTINGEN 



where she fonde chyn or soore 
WiJ> oynement she anoynt J>ore 
Al pia worshipe she him did 
And also cussed his feet am yd 
Alle wondride on hir & had ferly 
Jjei say hir neuer so sory 
pat dede lafte she not for shome 
Symond maistir of pai home 
Wondride & seide in his }}0U3t 
But vnp mou)) he spake hit nou3t 
"Were Jjis mon p?-ophete so good 
Jjis wepynge wommon on him wood 
He au^te to witen what she were 
And lete hir touche him not so nere 
For synful wom?«on is she fis 
fat al f is cuntre woot I wis 
Ihe^u crist po vnswerde 
What symond J)ou3te wel he herde 
He seide herken to me a stounde 
Gladly Meistir seide symounde 
In cuntre som tyme was a man 
fat lante penyes of fat he wan 
f is man he was an okerere 
Two men coom fat hadden mistere 
And asked him penyes to lone 
f is riche man lent to fat one 
An hundride pens suche as ran 
And fifty to fat of^re man 
Wlien/ie hit coom to her day 
J)ei hadde not wher of to pay 
And he hem say no catel haue 
Al fat dette he hem forgaue 
Ilem he for3af & bad hem go 
Whef er owed to louo him bettwr f o 
Sir me f inke wif outen let [i«af 87, back] 
J)e mon fat he forgaf moost det 

TRINITY 



806 ON SIMON'3 answer, JESUS APPLIES THE STORY TO MARY, " YOU GAVE ME 
NO WATER FOR MY FEET, KISS, NOR OINTMENT] SHE HAS DONE ALL, 



He fat was mast for-giuen till 14048 
Mast aght to luue him wit skill." 
" Wei ansuard," he said, " symon, 
f ou has giuen dom wit resun." 
Alwais SCO wepe a-pon his fete, 14052 
And iesus hir hi-held and lete ; 
And to symon he said onan, 
"Sais J)ou," he said, "now fis wommani 
To mi fete [fu] gaf water nan, 14056 
To was J)aim sifen sco ne fan, 
yon wat ]>at it was soth i-wiss, 
fat fou me bedd for to kiss, ^ 

Nu sifen i com al to fin in 14060 
To kiss mi fete wald sco not blin. 
Vfignement f ou gaf me noght, 
And SCO Mr vnttement me broght 
And smerd has me fote and schank, 
QtiOT-for i can hir mikel thank. 14065 
And for sco has me luued mikel, 

mi luue mai sco be seker, 
Sco es made of hir sinnes clene, 

fai er forgiuen hir al bi-dene." 14069 

" Mikel f ou luued," he said, " mari, 

Mikel es f e forgiuen for^f i, 

Ga quar f ou ga, f i mikel treuth 

Has f e saued, alsua f i reuth ; 

Nu er fou sauf al thoru fi fai, 14074 

1 sal f e kepe forth fra f is dai." 
IF lesns efterward in hij 

Com precheand into bethani, 
Giueand mani seke fair hele, 14078 
f e folk him foluand was ful fell. 
Martha and mari brof er he fand, 
Lazaruin far was wonnand. 
He gestind wit fir sisters tua 14082 
I neuend ar, mari and martha. 

COTTON 



he fat mast was giuen tiUe. 

a3t to loue him maste wif skille. 

IF wele ansquered he saide simou/^. 

fou has giuen dome with ri3t resoun. 

al-wayes ho wepped on his fete. 

& ilie^us hir be-helde & lete. 

& to simoncF he saide anane 

sese fou he saide f is womman. 

to my fete gaue fou mo water nane. 

& ho to wasshe ham neuer blan. 

fou wate atte hit is sof I.-wis. 

atte fou bed me no3t to kis. 

now syn I. come to fine in. 

to kis my fete walde ho no3t blyn. 

oynement fou me gaue no3t. 

& ho hir oynement me bo3t. 

& di^i f ar-wif my fote & eharik^ 

quar-fore I. con hir mikil f ank*. 

& for ho me has loued mykiL 

of my loue ho may be sekir. 

ho is made of hir synnys clene 

for fai ar liir for-giuen bo-dene. 

mykil fou loued he said mary 

mykil is for-giuen f e for-f i. 

ga quere fou ga f i mikil treuf 

has f e saued for f i reuf e 

now artow saued alio f orou f i fay. 

I. salle f e kepe forf fra f is day. 

Ihe^us efterwarde in hy. 
come preychande in-to bethany. 
giuand many seke f aire hele 
f e folk him folowed was ful fele. 
martha & mary brofer he fande. 
lazaron f er was wonande. 
he gestened wif f er sistres twa. 
In hous wif mai*y & martha. 

FAIRFAX 



ASTD BECAUSE SHE LOVES MUCH HEB SINS ARE FORGIVEN. MART, THT FAITH 807 
HATH SAVED THEE." AFTER THIS JESUS CAME TO BETHANY AND STATED WITH THEM 



He pat mast was forgiuen till 14048 
Ma[8]t au to loue him wid skilL" 
He said, " we be ansuerd symon, 
fn giaes dome wid right resun." 
Alwais Bcho wepe apon his fete, 14052 
And ie»u8 crist biheld and lete, 
And to symond he said on-ane, 
** Ses ]>a nu pis ilk wommane ? 
To mi fete gaue ]>u water nane, 14056 
To wasse }}am 8i])en scho fie fane, 
pvL wat pat it es soth i-wis, 
peX pvL me bedd noght forto kiss, 
Kn si))en i come in-to piii in 14060 
To kisse mi fete wald scho noght bli/i. 
Oygnemetit pn gaf me noght, 
And scho hir oygmeTzt me broght 
And smerld has mi fete and schank, 
Quarfor i cun hir mekil thank. 14065 
And for pat scho loues me mekil, 
Of mi loue scho mai be secir. 
Of hir sinnes es scho mad clene, 
f ai er for-giuen hir all bidene." 1 4069 
He said, ** mekil pu loued, mari, 
Mekil es forgiue/t pe for-^i, 
Ga qoar pn ga, ]>i mekil treuth 14072 
Has pe sauid, and ]>i reuth ; 
Nu es pvL sauf thoru ]>i fai ; 
I sal ]7e kepe forth fra pia dai." 
lesus efterward in hij 14076 

Come prechand into betani, 
Giuaud mani seke ))air hele ; 
pe folk liim foluand was ful fele. 14079 
Martha and mari hroper he fand, [coi. i] 
I^Azarun ^ar was wonand. 
He gestind wid pit sistris tua, 
I neuend ju, mari and martha. 14083 

gOttinqen 



To whom he for^af moost tille 
Owe moost to loue hvn bi skille 
He seide we ben vnswered symeouit 
penne demestou bi ri3t resoun 
Alwey she wepte on his fete 
And ihe^u ]>o bihelde hir lete 
And to symond he s^ide anone 
Sestou ))is ilke wommono 
To my feet watir jaf poa none me 
To wasshe ha^ she greet plente 
fou woost fat is soof I-wis 
3itt bed poxi me not for to kis 
Si]> I coom in to ]7in In 
To kus my feet con she not blyn 
Oynement 3af po\i me nou3t 
She ha)) hiren to me bT0U3t 
She ha]> anoynt me foot & shank e 
Wherfore I con hir mychel f anke 
And for she loue]) me out of biker 
Of my loue she may be siker 
Of hir synnes is she clene 
J>ei are for3yucn alle bi-dene 
He seide muchel hastou loucd marye 
Muche is for3yuen pe f i folye 
Go in pees f i muchel treuf e 
Hap pe saued & f i reu]>e 
Now art )>ou saued J)our3e f i fay 
I shal be f i kepere fro J>is day 
Ihesus aftir wardo in by 
Coom prechyng in to betany 
3yuynge mony seke her hele 
Jje folke him folewed was ful fele 
Martha <fe maryes hvoper he fond 
La3ar pere he was wonond 
He gestened vrip J)o sistres two 
Marie and martha also 

trinity 



808 THE BROTHER AND SISTERS REJOICED GREATLY AT SUCH A GUEST. MARTHA 
FUSSED ABOUT SERVING HIM, BUT MARY SAT LISTENING TO HIS TALK. 



Quen J>ai wist he suld wit J>aw duell, 

]>air gladnes war tor to tell, 14085 
And na selcut, for suilk a gest [coi. t} 
Com neuer vn-to fair hus to rest. 
Martha was huswijf o ^at hus, 14088 
Abute )>e sends was sco fus, 

Bot mari serue allan hir lete, 
And sett hir forwit ie^u fete, 
For-wit his fete sco sett hir dun, 14092 
For to here his suete sermon ; 
Na]>er sco tent to mete ne bord, 
Bot for to herken godds word. 14095 
Martha thoght sco helpe ne wald, 
A spitus plaint to crist sco tald ; 
" Sir," SCO said, " se yee noght hu 

1 am left an to serue yow 1 14099 
Mi sister sittes, als yee see. 

And leuis allan ]>e suinc on me. 

Sir, yee bidd hir for to rise, 14102 

And helpe us now in vr seruise." 

** Martha, martha," Jan said iesu, 

<< In mikel bisenes ert ))ou, 

Bise ert ])ou bot mani dede, 14106 

Bot mast of an )K)u-que))er es nede ; 

ye better lott has mari chosen, 

fat hir mai nagat be wit losin." 

Blisced was fat affliccion 14110 

fat mari broght to sli pardon, 

Alle thinges hali sco for-soke, 

Bot an of al thing sco hir tok, 

O mani thing sco tok til an, 14114 

Wit-vten quam es beute nan. 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Latid MS8.] 
Es naman can tell ))e teind 14118 
Part ])is lauej'd dos til his friend, 

COTTON 



IT quen J>ai wiste atte he walde dweL 
of J>aire gladnes con. I. no3t telle. 
& na selcou J for suche a geste 
come neuer vn-to f aire hous to rest 
martha was houswif of ]>at in. 
a-boute seruise dide ho neuer blyn. 
& mary serue allane hir lete. 
& sette hir donn atte ihe^us fete, 
be-for his fete ho sette hir down. 
for til here his squete sarmou//. 
nauj)^ ho tent to mete ne horde, 
bot al hally to cristis worde. 
martha pu^t il ho ne help hir walde 
a pitous plaint to criste ho talde. 
IT Sir ho saide se 30 no^t how. 
I. am lefe to serue 30U. 
my sister as )e may se. 
lays allane fe squink on me. 
I. pray 30U sir 30 bid hir rise 
& help us now in our seruise 
Martha martha saide ihe^u 
in myche besynes artow. 
besy J)ou art in many dede. 
ye best do first is maste nede. 
f e better seruise mary chese. 
hit saued hir wiJ>-outen lese. 
blessed was ye affliccioun 
Jat bro3t mary to suche pardoun. 
alkin ying^ ho for-soke. 
bot an of alle oyer ho toke. 
of al f ing* ho toke bot an. 
wijHJuten wane til god allane 
& he hir bro3t til ioy of heyuen 
yer angels singyn wij) muri steyuen. 
yer is na man may telle ye tende 
ye ioy he ordenes for his frende 

FAIRFAX 



BUT JESUS SAID THAT MART HAD CHOSEN THE BETTER PART, WHICH IS MOST 809 
NEEDFUL. SHE FORSOOK ALL BUT THIS^ AND CAME TO THE JOY OF HEAVEN. 



Quen ^ai wist lie suld wid fsAm duel, 
Of ]>air ioi was tore to tell, 14085 
And na selcuth, for suilk a gest 
Come nener to )>air bus to rest. 
Martha was e husewijf of fat huse, 
Abut )>e semis was scho fuse, 14089 
Bot mari serue al ane bir lete, 
And set bir forwid iesus fete, 
Bifor bis fete scbo set bir dune, 
Forto bere bis suete sarmune ; 14093 
Nouf er scbo tent to mete ne bord, 
Bot forto berkin goddes word. 
Martba tbogbt all scbo belpe ne wold, 
A pituse plaint to crist scbo talde ; 
** Sir," scbo said, " se je nogbt bu 
I am left ane to serue 3U ] 14099 

Mi sister sittes, als ^e se, 
And leues all-ane ))e suink on me. 
Biddis bir, sir, forto rise 14102 

And belp me nu in 3ur seruis." 
" Martba, martba,'' ))an said ie^, 
" In mekil besines es f u, 
Bisi es ))n a-bute mani dede, 14106 
Bot mast of ane a qnefer es nedc ; 
])e better part bas mari cbosin, 
fat bir mai nener be widlosin." 
Blisced was \tai afflicciun 14110 

]>at mari brogbt to sli pardun, 
Alkin tbing scbo for-soke, 
Bot ane of elle scbo bir toke, 
Of all tbing scbo tok till ane, 14114 
widvten quam es buute nane. 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Es na man fat can telle )>e teind 
Part ))is lauerd dos tills bis freind, 

oOttingen 



Wbenne J)ei wiste be wolde dwelle 
Of ber ioye myjte no mon telle 
No wondir was for sucbe a gest 
Coom neuer eer wij) bem to rest 
Martba was bosewif sikerly 
Aboute ber serujse ful bisy 
Marye alone Martba lete 
And sett bir tofore ihesu fete 
Bifore bis feete sbe set bir doun 
For to bere bis sermoun 
Noufer sbe tent to mete ny bord 
But for to bere goddes woixi 
Martba say sbe not belpe wolde 
A pitous pleynt to crist sbe tolde 
Sir sbe seide reccbe je not bow 
I am lafte one to serue 30W 
My sister sitte]> as ^e may se 
And lexiep al fe swynke on me 
Bidde bir sir ])at sbe rise 
And belpe me now in 30ure seruyse 
Martba martba seido ibe^u })is 
In mucbel bisynes fou is 
Bisy ai-t J>ou aboute mony dede 
But of oon is moost nede 
Jje bettur party baj) mary cbosen 
Jjat neuer may be fro bir losen 
Blessed was fat afflictioun 
pat mary broujte to sucbe pardoun 
Alle of ere f inge sbe forsoke 
Saue to one sbe bir toke 
Of alle finges sbe toke to one 
Wifouten wbom is godenes none 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Of godenes no mon con telle fe tendes 
Jjat ])is lorde do)? to bis frendes 

trinity 



810 NO ONE CAN TELL GOD's LOVE TO THE RIGHTEOUS. LAZARUS HAD TWO SISTERS ; 
THEY LIVED AT BETHANY IN A CASTLE WHICH CAME TO THEM FROM THEIR FATHERS. 



Bot 68 naman wit hert mai thine, 
Ne na clerc J>at mai writ wit inc, 
Ke ei mai se, ne ere mai here, 14122 
Ke mans w\jt ^ar mai cum nere, 
Hu mikel mede J)at vs es dight, 
If we wil serue ))at lauerd right. 
Leue we nu o ]>i3 sisters ))us, 14126 
Al for to tell o lazarus. 
IF ))is lazarus o betani 
Had sisters martha and man, 
Mikel he luued his sisters bath, 14130 
Ke soght he nener mau vrit lath, 
A castel was bath his and J^airs, 
Thoru eldres far-of war Jai airs. 
To \>\a castel was iesus cald [leafTa^ooLi] 
Til herberi, als i for-wit tald, 14135 
Soth it es, yia lazarus 
Was seke, als stori telles vs, 
In his sekenes he languist sua, 14138 
yat he na fote had might to ga ; 
Martha and mari )>an was ful wa. 
For his vnhele and opev maa. 
His sisters serued him to hand 14142 
fat bunden lai in godds band, 
Bot bute til him fat sua was bunden, 
Mikel ha ]>ai soght, nan haf pai funden, 
yoi }yai him soght fand na bott, 14146 
)>e sare him sekes fra hede to fote. 
Qt^n ))ai sagh fat ))ar was iiano]>er 
Stat o couering o fair broker, 
Consail ))ai tok ie^um biseke, 14150 
For fair broker pat was sa seke, 
O ))air bro])er )>ai suld him sai 
He luued sa wele, in langur lai, 
To prai him, if his will it were, 
Cu7n se lazar fat was vn-fere ; 14155 

COTTON 



ne na man wi|y hert may }}ink* 
ne na clerk may write wi)) Ink*, 
ne eye mai se ne ere may hero, 
ne alle mannys witte infere. 
may tel fe mede p&t vs is di^t 
if we wil serue fat lorde ri3t 
leue we now per sisteres J>us 
& telle we forf of lazarus. 

Pis lazarus of bethani. 
had sisteres ij. martha & mary. 
mykil he loued his sisteres ba|). 
I traw wif him was neuer man wraj). 
a castel was ba]> his & faiiis paaf es] 
forou auncestri ware fai ayris 
to pia castel was ihe^us calde. 
as I be-fore 30U has talde. 
sof hit is pxa lazarus. 
was seke pia stori telles vs. 
In pia sekenes he languist squa. 
he had na fote ne mi^t to ga. 
martha & mary was ful wa. 
for his vn-hele & oper ma. 
his sisters seruid him til hande 
fat prisoun lay in goddis ban do. 
& bote til him fat squa was buudcn 
mikil haue f ai so^t & nane is funde/i 
al if f ai so3t fande f ai na bote 
f e sare him so^t fra heued to fote 
quen f ai sagh per was na nof er 
state of coucryng of f aire brof er. 
consaile f ai toke ihe^s to seke. 
for f aire brof er fat was seke. 
al f e sof him to say 
how f aire brof er in langour lay. 
to pray him if is wil hit were 
come se lazar fat lay vn-fere. 

FAIRFAX 



LAZARUS WAS SICK, HIS SISTERS NURSED HIM, BUT THET COULD FIND NO EASE 811 
FOB HIM : THET TOOK COUNSEL TO SEND FOB JESUS TO COME AND SEE HIM. 



'For es na man wid herte mai thinck, 
Ne clerk nane mai write wid ink, 
Ne eie mai se, ne ere mai here, ^^l^^' 
Ne manes witt mai nan cum nere, 
Hn mekil mede )>at ts es dight, 14124 
If we will 8e[r]ae pai lauerd right 
Leue we nu ]>ir sistns pus^ 
Forto speke of lazarus. 
VyiB lazams of bethani 14128 

J^ Had sistris martha & mari, 
Mekil he loued his sistris bath, 
Ne Boght he man nener wid lath, 
A castel was bath his and )>airi8, 
Eftir ]>ar eldris ])arof was airis. 14133 
To ])is castel was iestis cald 
To herberi, als i forwid tald, 
Soth it es, yis lazarus 14136 

was seke, als pQ stori tellis ys, 
In his sekenes he languist sua, 
He had no might a fote to ga ; 14139 
Martha and mari pan was ful wa. 
For his vnhele and opet ma, 
His sistris serued him to hand 
pat bunden lai in godes band, 14143 
Bot till him pai sua was bunden, 
Fer haue psA soght and nan funden, 
Al if pai soght fand }}ai na bote, 
pe seke him saris fra heued to fote. 
Quen ))ai sau Jrar was nBnoper 14148 
State of coumng of Jari broJ>er, 
Consaile ^ toke iega biseke. 
For ^ire bro)^r pai was sua seke, 
Of )>air bro])dr ^ai suld him sai 14152 
He loued sua wele, in langur lai. 
To prai him, if his will it ware. 
Cum se lajar ^t was unfere ; 14155 

oOttinoen 



For is noon pat in herte may ]>inke 
Ny clerke write nouper wi)> ynke 
Nor e^Q may se ny herte lere 
No monnes witt may hit com nere 
How mychel mede to vs ia di^t 
If we wol serue )>at lord rijt 
Leue we now pese sistres pua 
For to speke of lazarus 
IF ]?is lazarus of bethany [leaf as] 

had sistres martha & mary 
Muche loued he his sistres bo)>e 
Sou^te he neuer noon wi|y lo))e 
A castel was his & ^eires 
Aftir her eldres perof heires 
To pia castel was ihesua calde 
To herborwe as bifore I talde 
So)) hit is ))is lazarus 
was seke pe story telle)) vs 
In his sekenes he lenged so 
pat he had no fote to go 
Mary & martha were sory 
For his sekenes & oper mony 
His sistres serued him to honde 
l)at bounden lay in goddes bonds 
But to him pat so was bou;ulen 
Fer )}ei 80U3te & noon founden 
Longe ))ei sou3te & fonde no bote 
pat sekenes crepte to heed & fote 
Whenne f ei say hit was noon opere 
State of couerynge of her brojere 
Cou/zsel ^ei toke to ihe^u to go 
For her brof ere ful of woo 
Of her brof ere f ei wolde hi^n say 
j)at he wel loued in langure lay 
And preye him if his wille were 
Com se lazar pat was vnfere 

trinity 



812 THE MESSENGERS SOUGHT CHRIST ALL OVER JUDEA ; THEY FOUND HIM AND 
FRAYED HIH TO COME AND HAVE PITY ON THE SICK MAN. 



For wel fai tmd fat he moglit 14156 
]>air bro]>er sauue of al his soght. 
]>e sandes soght oner all lude/ 
Faand f ai him noght in fat contre, 
[No gap in Cation and Laud M8S!\ 

[} Laud MS. ka» yndc, wkiek Hmm with fynd« ] 

And wat yee qui1 for J>i8 resun, 14162 
)>ai soght him sla wit fals tresun. 
]>of f ai him faand noght in pat land, 
]>ai fined noght til fax him faand, 
)>ir messagers ))air errand said 14166 
Hendlij^fatwas on f am laid; pMs.hundii] 
])ai praid him als lauerd dere, 
For his freind pat was vn-fere, 14169 
pat he til him a turn wald mak, 
For him, and his tua sisters sak. 
" He lijs to dei, pe lei and tru, 14172 
Laucrd ! " f ai said, " of him fou reu ! " 
IT To faa men Jat bodd-word bar 
lesus p&m. gaf suilk ansuar, 14175 
" Gais a-gain," he said, " your wai. 
To fam pat yow sent sal yee sai 
pat f ai noght for fair broker mum. 
To ded sal noght his langur turn, 
Bot sal mi blis J>ar-wit be sene, 14180 
Wel forf ermar fan yeitt has bene." 
Again f ai went wit fair ansuar, [coi. i] 
Tua dais vr lauerd was lengand far, 
f an did he his disciplis call, 14184 
" Buskus yow," he said, " yee sal 
Vnto lude weind wit me nu." 
And f ai said, ** sir, quat thinckes f ou 1 
Ke was f ou noght bot littel gan 
Almast far-wit fe juus slan] 14189 
It es^ sir, na consail o freind, 
fat f ou f ider-ward nu weind." 

COTTON 



in sicure hope f ai ware balde. 
he mu3t him help if he walde 
IF f e sandis so3t ouer alle lude. 
fande fai him no3t in fat cuntre. 
f e fals lewes atte him so3t. 
for lazar sake al was hit no3t 
& wate 3e quy for f is resoun 
fai so3t him to sla wif tresoun. 
alle if fai fande him no3t in fat lande 
fai fined no3t til fai him fande. 
per messagers fairs erande saide. 
hendeli fat was on ham layde. 
fai pi*ayed him as lorde dere 
for his freinde fat was vn-fere 
fat he til him a turne walde make 
for him & his ij. sisters sake, 
he lyes to dey f i lele & trew. 
lorde fai saide on him f ou row. 
IF to fa men atte f e message bare 
ihe^us gaf ham suche onsquaro 
gas a-gayne he saide jour way. 
to haue f us-gatis sal je say. 
fat lazar langour to hele sal toriie 
& bid ham for f aire self mourne 
my blis to him salle be sene. 
wele mare fen hit has bene, 
agayne fai went wif far onsquare 
ij. dayes our lorde was lengande fare 
IF fen he did his disciplis calle. 
buskis 30U he saide 3e salle. 
vn-to lude wende wif me now. 
& fai saide sir quat f inkis f ou. 
ne was fou no3t bot litel gane 
al-maste wif f e iewes slane 
hit is na conseil sir of freinde. 
atte 96 f idder a-gayne wende. 

FAIRFAX 



JBSU8 A1C8WERS, ''TKLL THE SISTERS NOT TO MOURN FOR THEIR BROTHER, MT 813 



n 



BUSS SHALL BE SEEN IN THIS. HE STATED TWO DATS AND THEN WENT TO JUDEA. 



Fill wele )>ai troud \fat he moght 
^air hroper hale of all his soght. 
ye saandes soght ouer all iude, [coi. sj 
And fand him noght in ))at cuntre, 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

And qnat 3e quil for fia rcsun, 14162 
Men soght him sla wid fals tresun. 
Qnen ))ai him fand noght in pat land, 
]}ai fined noght till ))ai him fand, 
^ir messageris heindli said 14166 

fe erand pat was on ^aim laid ; 
))ai praid him als a lauerd dere. 
For his freind fat was vnfere, 14169 
A turn till him ))at he wald make, 
For him, and for his frendes sake. 
" He lijs to die, fi lele and tru, 14172 
Lauerd," fai said, ** on him f u reu ! " 
To fa men f e bodwor[d] bare 
le^u gaue faim suilk ansuare, 
He said, "gas again ^ur wai, 14176 
To f aim ]>at sent ju sal je sai 
fat f ai noght for fair brof er mum, 
To dede sal noght his langur turn, 
Bot sal mi blis far-wid hi sene, 14180 
wele forfcrmar fam ^eit has bene." 
Again f ai went wid fair ansuer, 
Tua dais vr lauerd duelled far, 14183 
fan did he his desciplis call, 
" Buskes 9u," he said, " ^e sail 
vnto iude weind wid me nu." 14186 
And fai said, ** sir, quat thinkes ful 
Ne was fu noght bot littel gane 
Almast far wid iuus slane t 
Sir, it es na consail of freind, 14190 
fat ^e def«rward nu wend." 

oOttinobn 



Ful wel leued f ei fat he 
Mi3tc make him hool to be 
f ei sende sondes ouer al Iude 
And fonde him not in fat cuntre 

[ .• • • • 

no gap in the AfS.] 

And wite je wel for f is resoun 
Men 80U3te to sle him wif tresoun 
For f ei him fonde not in fat londe 
pei fined not til f ei him fonde 
po messangeres hendely seide 
pe eronde fat was on hem leide 
Jjei preyed him as lord dere 
For his frende fat was vnfere 
Trauaile to him fat he wolde make 
For him & his frendes sake 
He lif to deje fat lele & trewe 
Lord f ei seide on him f ou re wo 
To fo men fat bode word bare 
Ihe^u jaf him f is vnsware 
He seide go a^eyn 30ure wey 
To hem 30U sende shal 3e sey 
Jjat fei not for her brofere moume 
To def shal not his langure toume 
But my blis shal bi him be sene 
Furf er fen hit 3itt haf bene 
A3eyn fei went wif her vnswero 
Two dayes oure lord dwelled fere 
f)enne dud he his disciples calle 
Make 30U redy he seide alio 
Vnto Iude gof wif me now 
fei seide sir what f enkestou 
Wasfou not but litil gone 
Almest fere wif iewes slone 
Counsel is hit noon of frende 
pat 36 f iderM'^arde sir wende 

trinity 



814 JESUS SATS, "the day has ten hours, let us go by daylight ; LAZARUS 13 
ASLEEP, IT IS TIME TO AWAKB HIM." THE FRIENDS MISUNDERSTAND HIS WORDS ; 



IT Iesu8 fan said, "qui sai jee sual 

Ten tides has ))e dai and tua, 14193 

Qua has to wenden ani wai, 

God es to go bi light o dai. 

For qua walkes on nightertale 14196 

dreching oft lie findes duale. 
Bot ))at i sai, ta yee god kepe^ 
Lazar vr freind es laid on-slepe, 

\>at i til him weind it es time 14200 
For to wacken him of his suime. 

1 haf him luued well oftsij^e. 
And Jrat es right nu i him kij>e." 

IT " Su-," J)ai said, " if he slepe oght, 

Dute ded yeit has he noght, 14205 

If he mai slepe hele es at hand." 

lesus said, " miss yee vnderstand. 

For yee sal here noght lang J)er-till 

Tifand fat yow sal like wel iL 14209 

For he es ded, pat i of sai, 

Nu es it gan fe firth dai, 

Ded and doluen bath es he. 14212 

£s he noght quik, fat sal yee se ; 

For fan es i nu gladd and blithe 

fat i was noght wit f aim fat sithe. 

Bot nu fan am i after send, 14216 

f iderward nu will i wend." 

IF Q.ucn thomas, fat hight didimi/^. 

Hard fat ded was lazart/^, 

Als his maister him tald, iesus, 14220 

He sighed sar, and said fan fus. 

Til his felaus soruful said he, 

" Lauejxiings," he said, " f is here yee, 

Lazan^ es noght o line, 14224 

Go we dei wit-him biliue ; 

Neuer list me langer line nu, 

Bot if we help haf o iesvL. 14227 

COTTON 



IT ihe«us saide quy say 30 squa. 
X. oures has fe day & twa. 
qua has to ga any way. 
gode is to ga on li3t of day. 
for qua-sim walkis on ni3t6rtale. 
of drecching^ oft he findis dwale. 
iche man til of er take gode kepe. 
lazar our &einde is laide on-slepe. 
to walke til him now is time 
for to wakkin him of his squyme 
I. haue him loued alle his sif e. 
& in his nede is ri3t to kif e. 
sir f ai saide if he slepe 03t. 
doute of dede is hit no3t. 
if he slepe his hele is atte hande. 
iheras saide )e mys-vnderstande. 
for )e sal here no3t lange vn-tille. 
tif ande atte 3e sal like ful ille. 
now is hit gane f e firf day 
syn he was dede for-sof to say. 
dede & doUyn baf is he 
is he no3t quik fat sal 3e se. 
for-f i I. am baf glad & blif e. 
I. was no3t wif ham fat sif e. 
bot now I. am efter sende. 
f idder-warde dar I. no3t wende. 
IF quen thomas fat hi3t didimti^ 
herd fat dede was lazarus. 
as ham talde squete ihe^us 
he sighed sare & fen saide fus. 
til his felawes sorouful saide he 
lordingt£« he saide now here je. 
lazarus is no3t on-liue. 
go we deye wif him be-liue. 
I. ne kepe Hue na langer fen now. 
bot if we help haue of ihera. 

FAIRFAX 



HB TELLS THEM LAZARUS IS DEAD, BUT REJOICES THAT HE WAS NOT THERE 815 
BOONSR. THOMAS DIDTMU8 WAS SORROWFUL AND DEJECTED AT LAZARUS' DEATH. 



lesiut said, " qui sai ^e sua 1 

Ten tides has ^ dai and tua, 

Qua has to weind on ani wai, 14194 

Gode es ]7ai ga bi )>e light of dai, 

For qnasum walkes on nighUr-tale 

Of drigthing ofte he feindes duale. 

Bot ^t i sai, tak je god kepe, ^i^ 

Lazar vr freind es laid on-slepe, 

]»at i tell him weind it es time 14200 

Forto wakin him of his suime. 

I haue him laued wele al his sith. 

And fat es righ[t] i nn him kith." 

" Sir," fai said, " if he slepe oght, 

Doute of dede ^eit has he noght. 

If he mai slepe hele es at hand." 

lestis said, " je mis-ynderstand, 14207 

For 36 sal noght lang ])ar-tille 

Ti))and fat ])u sal like ful ille. 

For he es dede, fat i of sai, 

Nu es it gane ^ feird dai, 

Ded and doluen bath es he. 14212 

Es he noght quik, pat sal ^e se ; 

For nn ^an es i glad and blith 

pat i was noght wid ^aim pat sith. 

Bot nu ))an am i efter send, 

DiJ)ir-ward nn will i wend." 14217 

Quen thomas, pat hight didimti^, 

Herd pat dede was lazarus, 

Als his maistir him tald, iesus, 

He sight sare, and said |»us, 

Tille his felans sor-fol said he, 14222 

" Lauerdinges," he said, " nu here je, 

Lazarus es noght in Hue, 

Go we deie wid him bliue ; 

list me line na langer p&n nu, 

Bot if we help haue of ietnu 14227 

OOTTINGEN 



Ihesus seide whi saye ^e so 

Ten tides ha}) ^e day & two 

Who so haj) to wende any way 

Good is he go hi li^t of day 

For who so walke]) bi ny3ter tale 

Of disese he fynde)> bale 

To ]>at I saye tokep good kepe 

Lazar oure frend is leide to slepe 

To him to wende hit is tyme 

For to wake him of his swyme 

I haue him loued wel ofte 8i))e 

Now is tyme I suw him kij)e 

Sir ^i seide if he slepe ou^t 

Doute of dee)> )it is hit nou^t 

If he may slepe hele is at honde 

Ihesus 1^0 seide )e mys vndirstonde 

For 3e shal not longe tille 

Tijinge here to like ille 

He is deed pai I of say [iMf ss, bMk] 

Now is goon J>e ferfe day 

Deed & doluen boJ>e is he 

He is not qnyke pat shul ^e se 

Now am I bo))e glad & bli^ 

pat I was not wi]} hem pat eipe 

Now am I aftir sende 

J>iderwarde wol I wende 

IF whenne Thomas pat hette didimus 

Herde |»at dede was lazarus 

Aa ihesus hadde tolde ))ore 

He seide pua & siked sore 

To his felowes seide he 

Lordyngis he seide now here 3ee 

Lazarus is not in lyue 

Go we de3e wij> him blyue 

Me lust no lenger lyue in place 

But ihe^ helpe of his grace 

TRINITY 



816 JERUSALEM WAS 15 MILES FROM BETHANY ; LAZARUS WAS WELL-BORN, THERE- 
FORE A GRAND MOURNING WAS MADE AND MANY CAME, ASKED AND UNASKED. 



"We sal find missing witerli '^••J^'i^'^' 
Of vr god freind o bethanl" 14229 
Taix ierusalem and pis castell 
pat yee me herd of forwit mel, 
pare mare wond magdalene, 14232 
War noght o miles bot fiftene, 
par lazait^ was doluen and ded. 
lestis fan fider-ward him yede. 
Lazar was a heie-bom man, 14236 
His kin war yeit abute him fan, 
At pat castel his fre72des bade, 
And for fair frend gret mu^Tiiwg made) 
Wit mari and martha, it sais, 14240 
f ai had ben wepand far four dais, 
far was fele boden, als i tra, 
And mani als-sua vnbonden luu 
fider com, bath an an ofer, 14244 
To comforth mari for hir brof er. 
Bi f is was cummen grait tifand 
fat ieifus cummen was nerhand, 
fat he was cummen into fat sted. 
Wit his felauscip fat he ledd, 14249 
Martha was neuer half sua fain, 
Sco went fan wepand him again, 
To fete SCO fele him sarili, 
Reuli on him fan can sco crL 
" Leif lauerd," sco said, " quat rede 1 
Mi brofer nu es fra me ded. 14255 
Alias, had f ou her wit vs bene, 
]Mi brofer had noght ben ded, i wen. 

quatkin thing f ou mas praier, 

1 wat fat drightin wil f e here."14259 
IF "Bi 8tiU,"he said, "f i brofer salrise." 
" Ya sal," SCO said, " on sumkin wis, 
On domes-dai, we^ wat i queiLy 

Eise sal he fan wit ofer men." 14263 

COTTON 



we salle finde misliking* sicurely ^^^* 

of our gode frende of bethany. 

be-twix leTusalem & f is castel. 

fat 36 herde me of telle. 

per mary woned Magdalene 

is mylis nane bot bare xv. 

IT per lazarus was dollin & dedo. 

ihe^us fen f id[er]warde 3ede. 

lazar was of hey kyn a man. 

his kin ware ^ette a-boute him fan. 

atte fat castel his frendis bade. 

& for his dede grete mourning* made 

mary & martha f is boke says 

fai wepped a-boute him fa iiij. dayes 

per was many a man I. traw. 

& many a lew stode per on raw. 

IF f idder come baf an & opcr, 

to conforte mary for hir brofer. 

be f is was commyn grete tif ande 

fat ihe^us was commyn ful ncre haude 

fat he was commyn in-to fat sted 

per he his felawshepe wif him led. 

martha was nener half sa fayne 

ho went wepand him a-gayne 

to fote ho felle him sarily 

& reufulli be-gan to cry. 

leue lorde ho saide quat to rede 

my brofer is now fra me dede. 

alias had ^e here wif vs bene. 

my brofer had no^t bene dede I. wene. 

of quatkin f ing< f ou makis praier. 

I. wate god wille f e here. 

IF be stille he saide f i brofer sal rise. 

& ho saide on sumkin wise. 

atte domes-day wele wate I. quen. 

fat he salle rise wif ofer men. 

FAIRFAX 
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ve sal find missing witterli 14228 
Of tir gode freind of betliam." 
Tuix ienisalem and ^is castel 
^t 36 me herd of forwid mele, 
yai man woned magdalane, 
war of milis ful fiftene, 14233 

yxr lazaras was doluen and dede. 
lems sone diderward he 3ode. 
Lazar was a heibom man, 
His kin was 3eite about him J^an, 
At f<xt castel his fieindes bade, 14238 
And for lazar gret muming made ; 
witt mari and martha, it sais, 
ytii had bene wepand psx for dais. 
ya3 was fele boden, als i tru, 14242 
And mani alsua ynboden iu 
di])er come, both ane and ofer, 
To cumforte man for hir brof er. 
Bi fia come paim ti^and 14246 

^t iesus comand was nere hand, 
fat he was comen into J^at stede, 
wid his felauschip fat he ledd. 
Martha was neaer so f&ine, 14250 
))an weint scho wepand him againe. 
To fote scho felle him soruful-li. 
And retdi on him gan scho crL 
" Leue lauerd,** scho.said, "quat rede? 
Nn es mi broj^er fra me dede. 14255 
Alias, said fn here wid vs bene. 
Had he noght bene dede, i wene. 
Of quatkin ]>ing ]ni mas praie[re], 
I wat )>at drightin wil ]>e here." 14259 
Be still," he said, *'yi bro))ir sal rise." 
3a,*' scho said, ** on sumkin wise. 
On domes-dai, wele wat i quen, 
fen sal he rise wid o]>er men." 14263 

62 GOTTINGEN 
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We shul haue mys sikerly 
Of oure good frend of bethany 
Bitwene Jerusalem & fiB castel 
pat 3e herde me bifore of spel 
pere marye woned magdalene 
Were of myles ful fiftene 
pere lazarus was doluen & ded 
Ihesiia coom soone to ]>at stede 
Lazar was an he3e boren mon 
His kyn was 3itt aboute him ]K)n 
At fat castel his frendes bade 
And mychel mournyng for him made 
Mary & martha fe story sayes 
Had ben wepynge fo foure dayes 
pere were fele hem to rewe 
And also mony vnbeden iewe 
])ider coom bo^e oon and opere 
To coumforte mary for hir broj^ere 
IF Bi fia coom hem ti]>onde 
)pat ihesus comyng was n^e honde 
])at he was comen as J^ei bad 
Wif felowshepe fat he lad 
was neuer eer martha so fayn 
penne went she wepyng him a3ayn 
To fete she fel him sorwefuly 
And rewly on him gon to cry 
lord she seide what to rede 
Now is my brof e r fro me dede 
Alias haddestou here wij> vs bene 
He had not ben dede I wene 
For what f ing f ou makest prayere 
1 woot fat god wol fe here 
f Be stille he seide fi hiofer shal rise 
I woot wel she seide in som wise 
On domes day wel woot I when^ie 
He shal rise wif oj^ere men 

TBINITY 
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818 *' I AM THB RBSURR£CTION AND THE LIFE." IfABTHA BBLIEVES JN HIS WORD, 
AND OOSS TO TELL HABT, WHO B08B UP AND RAN TO HEB MASTER. 



lesus said, " i am vpris and lijf, 
Qua trous in me, or man or w\jf, 
]>of f ai war ded yeit sal jjai lijf, 
fAt gift for-soth i sal ]>am gif. 14267 
And all pat lines and tioues in me, 
Ded ne sal ]>ai neuer be. 
Trons f on j»is 1" sco said, " sir ya, 
I trou ]ns, and i trou alsua 14271 
)>at J)ou ert godds aun son, 
Cummen amang vs foi to won.*' 
Martha, f ul soruf ul and sari, [ooL 2] 
Til hir sistei sco tald man, 14275 
And in hir ere SCO can to ran, 
** Crist," SCO said, " es cummen to tun. 
Do ]>e to speke wit him in hi : " 
Wit-yten mare vp ras mari, 14279 
Til-ward hir maister ran sco fast. 
Men wen[d]all sco had bene a-gast ! 
Quen. men hir sagh, pat bi hir stod, 
Kennand forth als sco war wod, 
Wijt yee for-soth o mani man 14284 
pe teres o pair chekes ran. 
Til hir broj^er graue sco gas, 
Oft sith for soru sco said *' alias ! " 
Bot mari was in a-no)>er tent, 14288 
Wit hir lauerd to speke sco went. 
For crist ))at had his grace hir lent. 
Wit hir sister hir efter sent 14291 
Til him sco ran and fell on knes, 
" Lauerd," sco said, " als pon nu seis, 
Ded es ))i freind, my bro]>er lazar, 
And ]>ar-for es mi hert ful sare." 
" Had fou," SCO said, *' ben here wit vs 
Had noght mi bro]>er deied puB,** 
^ lesus biheild ))an hir a-stert, 14298 
And had gret reuthnes in his hert. 

COTTON 



ihe^us saide L am dej) & life, 
qua trowes in me man or wife, 
if ])ai be dede ^et sal ]>i line 
])at gift for-so)) I. salle ham giue. 
& alle ])at liues & trawes in me. 
dede ne sal f^ai neuer be. 
trawes )>ou J^is & ho saide 3a 
I. traw piB & I. traw al-squa. 
atte )>ou art goddis awen sone. 
art commyn amang us for to wone. 
^ martha sorouful and sary 
til hir sister ho talde mary. 
and in hir ere ho con to rime 
cnste ho saide is commin in time, 
do pe to speke wi)) him in hye. 
wi]H)uten mare vp ras mary. 
tille hir maister ran ho fast 
men wende ho had bene a-gaste 
quen men hir sagh J^at bi hir stode 
rynnande for]) as ho ware wode. 
witnes for-soj) of many man. 
pe teris on poire chekis ran. 
til hir hroper graue )>ai saide ho gas 
for til squoen per alias, 
f bot mary was in oper entent. 
wi)) hir lorde to speke ho went, 
for criste )>at had hir grace lent 
vrip hir sister hir efter sent, 
til him ho ran & fel on knes 
lorde ho saide as ^ou me sos. 
dede is ^i frende my htoper lazare 
& )}ar-for is myne hert ful sare. 
had ))ou bene here ho saide wi]> us. 
had no3t my bro]>6r deyed pxiB. 
ihesxiB be-helde hir J^en a-stert 
& had grete reuj; in his hert 
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lesiu said, '' i am vpras and lijf, 
Qua trous in me, man or w\jf, 14265 
)K)a ]^ war dede jeit sal )>ai Hue, 
))at gift for aoih. i sal ))aim giue. 
And all ^t line and irons in me, 
Dede ne sal Jrad neuer be. 14269 

Trons fu f is 1 " " sir," scho said, " 3a, 
I tron yis, and nu trou i alsua 
)>at fvL ert godes auen sane, 
Comen emang ts forto wone." 14273 
XArtba, wel sorful and sari, ''•^il^]*' 
Scho tald till hir sistir mari, 
And in hir ere gan scho roune, 14276 
** And crist es comen to tonne, 
Do ]« io spec wid him in h\) : " 
widvten mar vp ras mari, 14279 

Tilward hir maistr ran scho fast, 
Men wenid scho had bene a-gast ! 
Quen men hir san, fat bi hir stod, 
Benand forth als scho war wod, 
witt 3e forsoth of mani man 14284 
fe teres bi J^air chekes ])on ran. 
" Till hir broj^er grane scho gas, 
)>ar forto snoun," ^ai said, " alias ! '* 
Bot mari was in anoper tent, 14288 
wid hir lauerd to spe<i scho went. 
For crist fat has his grace hir sent, 
wid hir sistir hir efter sent. 14291 
Till him scho ran and fell on knes, 
" Lanerd," scho said, ** als fn nu seis, 
Dede es pi freind, mi bro^r lazar. 
And )>arfor es mi hert ful sare." 14295 
Scho said, *^ had ]>u bene here wid vs 
Had noght mi broj^er deieid ])us." 
lemis biheld hir a stert, 14298 

And had gret renthe at his hert 

OdTTINQEN 



Jhenu seide I am vpriste & lif 
Who so leuejj in me mon or wif 
)Pou3e fei were dede 3itt shul fei lyne 
Suche 3iftis may I hem jyne 
And alle fat Ijuen & trowen me 
Deed shul fei neuer be 
Trowestou ^is she seide 3ee ^o 
I trowe ]>is & more also 
)>at ]k)u art goddes owne sone 
Comen among ts for to wone 
Martha sorweful & sorj 
Tolde to hir sister mary 
And in hir ere gon she rowne 
And seide crist is comen to towne 
Do fe to speke vrif him anoon 
Yp roos mary stille as stoon 
Towards hir maistir ran she fast 
Men wende she hadde ben a gast 
Whenne men say hir fat bi stood 
Eennonde as she were wood 
WiteJ) hit of mony mon 
f>e teres bi hir chekes ron 
To hir broj^er graue she gas 
fere for to swowne J^ei seide alas 
But Mary was in of ere entent 
Wif) hir lord to speke she went 

[ 

. . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS-I 
To him she ran on knees she fel [iMf aej 
Lord she seide I wol J^e tel 
My brof er lazer fi frend is deed 
And fat is to me a colde reed 
hadestou lord ben fere wi]> vs 
Had not my hTofer de3ed fua 
Jhesus bihelde hir a sterte 
And had greet reu]>e at his hert 

TRINITY 



820 JESUS WEPT WITH THE TWO SISTERS FOB THEIR BROTHER, AND ASKED WHERE 
HE WAS LAID. HART WONDERS THAT SUCH LOTS LET HER BROTHER DIE. 



Lazar freindes J^at pax were, 14300 
])ai cried and mad a reuful chere. 
To mari iesus in hir care 
Mikel luue he hir sceud ^ar, 
Quen he him-self of hir misfare, 
A parti on him-seluen bare, 14305 
For he wepe sarer ))an J^as oj^er 
Wit far tua sisters for far brofer. 
Tenderli he wep, and said, 14308 
" And quar haf yee his bode laid 1 " 
" Sir," said mari, " cum forth and se, 
Ful mikel, lau^, luued he f e. 
Lauerd, o selcat fat es slei, 14312 
f i lufand f us, qui let f ou dei 1 " 
f Iesus fair waining^ ynderstod. 
Wit f aim sun to f e graue he yod, 
Qu^n he come far, wit-vten hon, 
He bad fe graf suld be yndon, 14317 
Of f e tumb tak of f e lidd, 
And son his commament f ai did. 
fan said martha, " lauerd, i tru P^ J- 
Wormes biginnes at ete him nu« 
He stinkes, for thre dais es gan 14322 
Sin he was loken vnder f is stan." 
fan said iesus, " martha, do wai, 
It es na wijt i here f e sai, 
Forgeten has fou son fi lare 14326 
fat i f e said a littel are. 
If fou wald tru, ar said i f e 
fat son fou suld a selcut se, 14329 
Qwar-of suld rise a gret luue-word." 
f e folk all gedird wit f is word, 
f e lid o tumbe awai f ai lift, 
Iesus he loked vnto f e lift, 
Til fader his he made a bon. 14334 
f e fader of heuen it herd ful son ; 

COTTON [:iM8.wi]nmIiig] 



lazar frendes atte far were, 
cried & madesary chere. 
mary shewed ihe^s in hir care, 
mykil loue he kid hir fare, 
wete 3e wele wif-outen mare, 
for f es ij. sister his hert was sare. 
for he wepped sarer fan any of er 
wif far ij. sister for f aire brofer. 
tenderly he weped & saide. 
quare haue je f is bodi laide 
sir saide mary come forf & se 
ful mykil lorde fen loued he f e. 
lorde of selcouf fou art sley. 
quy lete fou f us f i s^ruande dey. 
^ ihe«us fairs mening* ynderstode. 
wif ham 7n-to f e graf he ^ode. 
quen he come fare wif-outen hone 
he bad f e graf sulde be vndone 
of f e toumbe take of f e lid. 
& sone his comaundement f ai did. 
fen saide martha as I. trow, 
wormys has eten of him now. 
he smellis for iiij. dayes ar gane 
syn he was lokin ynder a stane 
fen saide ihe^us martha do way cimt aoj 
hit is na witte I. here f e say. 
fo[r]-3eten has fou sone fe lare. 
fat I. saide f e ri3t lange are. 
if fou walde f us saide I. f e. 
fat sone fou sulde a selcouf se. 
suche dedis as comis of a grete lorde 
f e folk alle geddered wif f is words 
f f e lid of fat toumbe a- way he lift 
ihe^us him loked vn-to fe lift, 
vn-til his fader he made a bone. 
& he hit herde squife sone 
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Lazar freindes fat far ware, 14300 
y&i crid and made a reuful chere. 
le^us to mari in hir care 
Mekil luue he scheued |>are, 14303 
Quen he him-self of hir misfare 
A parti on him-seluen bare, 
For he wepe sarer ]>an J^as ofer 
wid pii tua sistris for J^air bro]>er. 
Tendirli he wepe, and said, 14308 
** Quare haue 3e na his bodi laid 1 ** 
'' Sir," said man, " cum forth and se, 
Ful mekil, lauerd, loued he J^e. 14311 
Lanerd, of selcuth pat es sley, [ooi. q 
)d luoand ))us, qui lete |>u him dey f '* 
lesus J^air waining vnj^&rstude, 
wid yam to J^e graue he 3ode. 14315 
Quen he come J^ar, widvten hone. 
He bad |>e graue suld be vndone, 
Of >e tumbe take of >e lidd, 14318 
And sone his comandment ]>ai did. 
^an said martha, " lauerd, i trou, 
wormes bigines at ete him nou. 14321 
He stinkes, for thre dais er gane 
Si]>en he was loke here ynder stane." 
pan said iesua, " martha, do wai. 
It es na witt i here fe sm, 14325 

Forgetin has J^u sone J^i lare 
]»at i pe said a littel ere. 
If pn wold trou, are said i pe 
fat sone pn suld a selcuth se, 14329 
Quarof suld rise a gret leue-word." 
pe folk all gadrid wid pis word, 
pe lidd of tumb a-wai J^ai lifte. 
And iesua loked vnto pe kiste, 14333 
And tille his faj^er he made a bone. 
pe fader of heuen it herd ful sone, 

gOttingbn 



Lazares frendes pat pere were 
Cryed & made reu]>eful chere 
Ihemis to mary in hir wo 
Muchel loue shewed he ])0 
When/ie he wolde of his misfare 
A party on him self he bare 
He wepte sorer fen any opere 
Wijj J>o two sistres for her hropere 
Tenderly he wepte & seide 
Where haue je his body leide 
Sir seide Marye com and se 
Ful muchel lord loued he pe 
Lord of selcou))es so 8le3e 
])i louer pua why letestou deje 
Jhestu he weyment vndirstode 
Wi|> hem to pat graue he ^ode 
Whenne he pere coom also soone 
He bad pe graue to ben vndone 
Of pe toumbe take of pe lid 
Soone his commauTzdement ))ei did 
Martha seide lord I trow 
wormes bigynne to ete him now 
He stynke)) for pre dayes is gone 
pat he was leide vndir stone 
Jheaus seide Martha dowey 
Hit is no witt I here pe sey 
For^eten hastou soone f i lore 
pat I pe taujte a litil to fore 
If povL wolt leue I seide pe 
Soone shuldestou selcouf^e se 
Wherof shal greet loue word bene 
pe folke to gider gedered to sene 
pe graue lid awey )>ei kist 
And ihesus loked into pe chest 
To his fadir he made a bone 
And he him herde also soone 

TRINITY 
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" Honurd be J>ou, fader, euer and oft, 
Wit angels fine jjar vp olof[t], U337 
fi sun fe thankes ]>oa dun has send 
Of fo an haligast es kend. 
Fader, i wat i am o pe, 
And an ar we ]>ou all thie ; 14341 
I haf tan flexs emang mine aun. 
And ])of i am noght wit pam knaun. 
I will all wijt for quat resun 
fat fovL has sent me hider dun, 14345 
And has thoru me ]>i mightes spied, 
Quor-wit pat i am luued and dred 
I will all wijt fat here ar stade." . 
" Lazar," wit f is, " cum forth ! " he badd, 
On lazaro he gaf a cri, 14350 

fat all it herd fat stod him bi. 
At his bidding he ras on-nan. 
He pat ligand |>ar war in stan, 14353 
In windingclath als he was wonden, 
Bath fete and hand )>ar was he bunden. 
" Louses him nu," he said, " for^jui 
I wat he Hues nu witterlL'' 14357 
pQ folk said, pat J^are stode e-mid, 
" Mikel frenscip has ]>ou him kidd." 
Fra pat dai forth tor war to tell 
pe folk pat foluand to ie«u fell 14361 
IT Son oueral f^is ti)>and ras 

lazar pat vpraisid was, 

1 hop ferrer pat it was ryf 

^an it was forwit of his lijf. 14365 
Jir signes pat yee haf herd her, Cool i] 
Yee aght, lauerdings, in hert to here ; 
Yee herd neuer nan slic, i wene, 
For quat ]»at selli suilk has sene. 
Do crepels gan, f^e blind haf sight, 
Mesels pat war drerili dight, 14371 

COTTON 



honoured be f ou fader euer & oft 

wij) pine angels vp a-loft. 

wi]> ]>is an angel doun he sende. 

pe hali gaste wi)) him he kende. 

fader ])ou wate I. am of pe 

& ^et an ar we alle )>re 

we hane tane flesshe a-mong my awen 

& jet wi)) ham am L nojt knawen. 

I wille alle wite for quat resoun. 

)>at povL has sende me bidder doun. 

]»ou has in me J^i mijtis spred. 

quar-wi)) )>at I. am loued & dred. 

IT L wille al wete f^at here ar stad 

lazar vdp pia come foTp he bad. 

on lazaroun he gaf a cry. 

pat alle herde atte stode him by. 

& wi)> ]>at he ras on-nane. 

he ^at liand was in stane. 

In winding* claf he was wondyn. 

hsLp fete & hende pen was he bundin. 

^ louses him he saide for-quy. 

I. wate he liuis now wit^rH. 

pe folk* sagh al ware ]>ai nojt hid 

saide mikil loue has he him kid. 

pfiro that for^ for muche wele 

There folowicJ Ihc^ folk* fuH fele] 

Sone oucral ])i8 tij^ande ras. ^5s°ii«]** 
of lazar )>at rescowed was. 
now was hit mare knawen & rife 
]»en hit was be-fore of his life. 
per signes ]>at je haue herde here. 
30U agh alle to halde ham dere. 
ne herde 30 neuer nane suche L wene 
sa many miraclis be-fore haue bene 
criplis ga and blinde haue s^t. 
mesels fat ware dreri dijt. 
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'' Honiird "be fn, fader, euer and ofte, 
wid angeUs |>me vp on-lofte, 14337 
pi sun pe thankes pu dune has send 
Of pQ and hali gast es kend. 
T&per i wat i am of pe, 
And ane f^an er we all thie ; 14341 
I hane tanefless herd emangemineauen. 
And i am noght wid |>aim knauen. 
I will all witt for quat lesune 14344 
pai pvi has sent me hider d\me, 
And thoru me ^i mightes spied, 
Qoai^wid i am luued and dred 14347 
I will all witt fat here er stadd." 
wid ^* lazar, come forth ! '* he badd, 
On lazanm he gaue a cri, Dear 97, 00I.1] 
pat all it herd pat stod him bL 
At piH bidding he ras on-nane, 14352 
He pat liggand was in stane, 
In winding clath als he was wonden, 
Heued and fete bath was bunden. 
** Lons him nn/' he said, ** forqni, 
I wate he lines nu witterlL" 14357 
pe folk said, pat pax stod emidd, 
'' Mekil treuth has pM him kidd." 
Fra pat dai forth tore was to tell* 
pe folk pat foloand ieaus fell. 14361 
Sone ouerall pia tif^and ras 
Of lazar pat resusced was, 
I hope pat ferrer was it rijf 
)>an it was forwid of his l\jf: 14365 
pe signes pat ^e haff herd here, 
3e au, lau6r[d]inges, hertli to here ; 
Herd ^e neuer nane suilk, i wene, 
For qua pat selli suilk has sene,14369 
Do creplis gang, ^e blind haue sight ; 

[ 

gOttingbn 



Honoured be ))ou fadir ofte 

WiJ) ))ine aungels vp on lofte 

j>i son pe povikep ^ou doun hast sende 

Of ^e holy goost is kende 

Fadir I woot I am of ^e 

And oon are we alle J^re 

Flesshe haue I take among m jne owen 

And ^itt am I not wij) hem knowen 

I wol alle wite for what resoun 

J'at poll hast sende me hidur doun 

poMT^e me ]>i myites to be spred 

Wherfore I am loued & dred 

I wol pat alle witen pat here ben stad 

Lazar wi)) pat com iorp he bad 

On lazar he ^af suche a cry 

pat alle herde ))at stood him by 

At his biddyng he roos a none 

He pat liggynge was in stone 

In wyndyng cloo)> as he was wound en 

Heed & feet bo))e boundon 

Louse him now he seide for-why 

I woot he lyue]) witterly 

pe folke seide pat stood amydde 

Muchel trou)>e hastou him kidde 

Fro pat day forf for mychel wele 

pere folewed ihesm folke ful fele 

f Soone oner al pia ti])ing ras 

pat lazar ^us areysed was 

I trowe hit were fnrper rif 

pen was bifore of his lif 

pe signes pat ^e haue herde in fere 

^e owe lordynges hertly to here 

Suche of ere herde ^e neuer I wene 

For who shulde suche wondres sene 

Make crupeles goo & bljnde haue si^t 

[ 

TRINITY 



824 HB WHO WOULD NOT BELIEVE IN CHRIST's IflOHT, I SAT SHOULD BE CURSED. 
THE JEWS WERE ANORT AT HIS GOOD WORKS, WHICH KINDLED THEIR WICKED 



To hele sua mani a renf ul wight ; 
Qua died ne troud noght his might, 
Ne heild noght wel f e reucl o right, 
I sai fat )>ai war maledight, 14375 
And namli )>aa ))at has hen hun 
Qu^n he vpraised lazarum. 
Bot luus pat war fell and fals, 
fat aght him mensk and wirscip als, 
Als he fat bom was o ]>air kin, 14380 
And mast for )>aim he com to win. 

[ 

• . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS.] 



to hele sa many a reuful wi3t 
qua truly trawes no3t his mi^t 
certauli me ))ink* in si^t 
if he be dampned is nane yn-ri3t. 
& nameli J^a J^at per was boun. 
quen he vpraised lazaroun. 
bot iewes J^at ware fikil & fals 
])at a^t him mensk & worshepe als. 
for he was borne of jjaire kyn. 
& maste for ham he come to wyn. 
heyuen blis if ]>ai wele did. 
& liste frenshepe til him fai kid. 



[The Obstinacy and Ckmtrariousneas of the Jews.^ 



% fix werkes fat he wroght o gode 

))e lues menged in fait mode, 1 4385 

])ar-for )>ai consail ]>am omang 

0]>er him for to hefd or hang. 

His gode werkes ai to )>aim war 

soru bot kindling and care, 

A soruful red fra f^an tok J^ai, 14390 

Wath it was to do or saL 

Ful deueli war )>ai luus thra, 

^air blisced lauerd for to sla, 

]»air aun lau^rd sua ful o blis, 14394 

And fat sua helpand was iil his, 

Sa mighti meke, sa mild o mode, 

Sua fre giuer of all-kin gode. 14397 

% It es, lau6rdinge«, als we wat, 

Vr for-eldres Je bible wrat, 

God luued ^e luus lang befom 

fdX his suet sun was bom, 14401 

And mikel luue to J^aim has don. 

And liuerd )>aim fra pharaon, 

Fra pharaon fat was sa Strang 

fdX J^am in seruage held lang. 14405 

COTTON 



T-jer werkis J>at he wrojt sa gode. 
-■ J)e iewes menked in ])aire mode. ] 
& toke a counsaile ham amangc. 
auj>cr him to heued or hange. 
his gode werkis ay til ham ware 
for doute of dede walde fai nojt spare 
a sorouful rede fra ]>en toke ]>ai 
my hert is sare hit for to say. 
ful wikked ware fer iewes & fra. 
])aire blessed lorde fox ))03t to sla. 
)>aire awen lorde sa ful of blis. 
& atte sa helpand was til his 
sa ini3ti meke sa milde of mode, 
squa fre giuer of alkin fode. 

Hit is lordingM* wele ^e wate. 
our for-eldres fQ bible wrate 
god loued fQ iewes lange be-fome 
fdX his squete sone was borne. 
& mikil loue til ham was done 
how he deliuered ham fra pharaon. 
he was a wikked man & strange 
& in bondage helde ham lange 

FAIRFAX 



OOUVBKLflj THET WERE MAD TO SLAT THEIB LORD, — SO HELPFUL, MEEK, 825 

MILD, AND BOUNTIFUL. OOD HAD LOVED THE JEWS LONG BEFORE THIS. 

. . nogapinGoUingen^LaudMSS,'] 

Qua dred ne tros noght his might, 

Ne ^air tiouth wold hald right, no gap in tits MS,^ 

I sai )>at ]>ai war maledight, 14375 Who so loae)> him not is maledi^t 

And namli J^as ^ai has bene bnne And namely )>at were ]>ere nere ^^^' 

Quen he vpraisid lazarone. whenne he vp roos sir lazere 

Bot luos, ]>at war bath fell and fals, ]>ese iewes )>at ben felle & fals 

]>at au him menske and worschip als, ]pei owe him worshepe & mekenes als 

Als he ]KKt bom was of jmirlkin, 14380 As he ])at born was of her kyn 

And mast he come for f^aim to win. And moost coom he hem to wyn 

[ [ 

no gap in the MS^I , . , . no gap in the MS.] 

[T?ie Obsilnaey and Contrarioumess of tlie JeiDS.] 

I^ir werkes fat crist wroght gode peae werkes pat crist wrou^te gode 

J Menged fe luns in ]>air mode, Menged po iewes in her mode 

])ar-for ^a consailed paim emang 14386 ]>6rfore fei counseled hem amonge 

Him ovLper forto heued or hang. Him for to hede or honge 

His gode werkes ai to J^aim ware His gode werkes to hem not ware 

Bot soru and kindling of care, But sorwe & kyndelyng of care 

A sorful rede fra J^an tok f^ay, 14390 A sorweful reed fro penne toke pej 

wat it was to do or say. What hit was I wol 30U sey 

Ful deueli war fa iuus thra, [ooi. f} Ful deuelly were J)o iewes fro 

fair blisced lauerd forto sla, Her blessed lord for to slo 

fair auen lauerd sua ful of blis, 14394 Her owne lord ful of blis 

And fat sua helpand was till his, l>at so helpful was to his 

Sua mighti meke, sua mild of mode. So my^ty meke & mylde of mode* 

Sua fre giuer of ilkin god. So fre jyuere of alle gode 

It es, lauerdinges, als we wate, 14398 IT Lordyngis alle wel we wote 

vr for-eldris f e bibel wrate, Oure eldres f e bibel wrote 

God luued f e iuus lang bifom God loued f e iewes longe bifom 

fat his suete sun was bom, pat his swete son was bom 

And mekil luue to f aim had done, Muche loue had he to hem done 

And liured faim fra pharaon, 14403 Delyuered hem fro pharaone 

Fra pharaon fat was sua Strang Fro pharao fat was so stronge 

fat faim in seruage held sua lang. fat helde hem in seruage so longe 

GOTTINGEN TRINITY 



826 OOD SENT MOSES, WHO LED THE JEWS THBOUOH THE SEA-FOAM; HE FOUND THEM 
MEAT AND DRINK IN THE WILDEBNESS, HE SENT THEM THE LAW AND MANY WONDEBS. 



He sent a man ))am for to ledd, 14406 

Fra amang fat cursed ledd, 

Moyses J^e aid it was his nam, 

He led )>aiin thoru ]>e see fame ; 

fia moyses was f^air for-leder, 14410 

And dnmd ]>e king, wit all his her. 

In wildimes wit-vten suinc 

Bath he fand ))am mete and drinc, 

far he f am fedd wit angel mete, PJJf'S^' 

And mani bale fom bete. 14415 

Mikel luue can he pam scan. 

Wit moyses he sent J^am lau. 

And liuerd J^am o mikel wa. 

For ])ai had mani felun faa. 14419 

And heled ])ar bath dumb and def, 

And did )>e wand here flur and le^ 

)>at aaron him-self bar, 

Als i haf teld yow forwit ar. 14423 

And openli J^aim forwit hete, 

Thoru pe muth o sere prophete, 

])at he suld flexs take o J^air kin. 

For to ranscun wit adam sin. 14427 

And quen ))ai asked saul to king, 

He gaf ]>aim freli )>air asking. 

And sif^en king dauid thoro chesing, 

fat slogh golias wit his sling ; 14431 

And efter him king salamon ; 

And pe land of his promission 

Hight he pam in to won. 

And far a-pon he sent his sun 14435 

In erth be born, pe soth to tell. 

To ranscun all fat yode to hell ; 

And troud noght yeit faa felun 

fat f am tald rightwis sy[m]eon, 

Of him fat he in handes bare, 14440 

Bot euer mistrud mar and mar, 

COTTON 



he sende moises ham to lede 

&a amang< fat cursed thede 

moyses was man of gode name. 

he led ham forou fe see fame. 

f is moises was f aire leder fen 

& drounned fe king* wif al his men. 

IT In wildemes wif -outen squink* 

baf he fande ham mete & drink* 

of many bale he did ham bete. 

& fande ham wif angel mete. 

he loued ham wele fat many sagh. 

& wif moises he sende ham lagh. 

& deliuered ham of mikil wa. 

for f ai had many a feloun fa. 

& heled ham baf doumbe & defe 

& made fe wande here flour & lefe 

fat aaron him-seluen bare. Deaf 66, Uck] 

als in f is boke I. talde 30U are. 

Ss openli he dide ham hete. 

forou fe mouf of sere prophete. 

fat he sulde flesshe take of f aire kin 

for til raunsoun adam syn. 

& quen f ai asked saule to king* 

he graunted ham freli f aire asking* 

& sif in king* dauid forou chesing* 

slogh golias wif his sling*. 

& efter him his sone salamon. 

& fe lande of promiscion. 

he3t he ham in for to wone. 

& f er-a-pon he sette his sone. 

in erf be borne f e sof to telle. 

to ransoum alle atte 3ode to helle. 

& ^et trawed no3t fa fals feloun. 

on him quen he was sende doun. 

alle if he woned amang* ham fare. 

nauf er lined f ai him ne his lare. 

FAIRFAX 



QOD PBOMiaXD THBOUQH MANY FR0PHST8 TO RANSOM ADAM. HB OAYB KINGS 827 
TO THB JXWB, AND THS LAND OF PROMISE; HB SENT HIS SON, TBT THBT BSLDBYED NOT. 



He sent a man ^aim foito lede, 14406 
Fra emang ^t cursed lede, 
Moyses it was his name, 
He ledd ^aim Uiora }e se fame ; 
)>is moyses was ])air leder, 14410 

And drouned fe king wid al bis here. 
In wildrenes widvten snink 
Bath he fand ^aim mete and drinck, 
yai he ]Mdm fedd wid angel mete, 
And of mani bale he yaim bett 14415 
Mekil lane gan he paim schau, 
wid moyses he sent f^aim laa, 
And liurd ]>aim of mekil wa, 
For ^ had mani felun fa. 14419 

And helid bath dumb and deff, 
And did ]>e wand here bath flour and lef, 
pat aron him-seluen bare ; 
AIb i bane tald ^u forwid are. 14423 
And opinli ]>aim for-wid bete, 
Thorn ])e might of sir prophete, 
^t he suld flesse take of pah kin, 
Forto ransun adam sin. 14427 

And quen pa asked saul to king, 
He gaue )>aim fieli )>air asking. 
And als king dauid wid chesing, ^^* 
pat sclou golias wid his scling ; ~^ ^ 
And efter him king salamon ; 14432 
And pe land of pr[o]mis8ion 
Hight he ^aim in forto won. 
And ])a^apon he sent his sun 
In erd be bom, po soth to tell, 14436 
To ranson all fat ^ode to hell ; 
And jeit troud noght )>aa felun 
pat |>aim tald rightwis symioun. 
Of him pat he in handes bare, 14440 
Bot eur mistroud mar and mare, 

oOttingtbn 



He sende a mon hem to lede 

Fro pat ilke cursed sede 

Moyses was |>e monnes nome 

He ladde hem J^our^e J^e see fome 

Whil moyses was her ledere 

pe kyng was drowned & al his gere 

In wildemes wif outen swynk 

BoJ^e god fonde hem mete & drynk 

Of aufigels fode had |>ei greet met 

And of mony bales hem bet 

Muche loue gon he hem shawe 

And by moyses sende hem lawe 

He delyuered hem of muchel wo 

For )>ei had mony feloun foo 

He heled bo)>e doumbe & deef 

And dudej^e^erde berebo])efloure& leef 

pat aaron him self here 

As I tolde 30U bifom here 

And openly to hem bihete 

By mony a noble prophete 

He wolde take flesshe of her kyn 

For to raumson Adames syn 

When/ie ^i asked saul to kyng 

Frely he 3af hem her askyng 

And aftir dauid wi)) chesyng 

pat golias 8low3e wij) his slyng 

Aftir Salomon kyng of toun 

And aftir pe lond of promissioun 

He hette hem inne for to wone 

And penne sent to hem his sone 

On eipe to be bom we telle 

To rauTTisoun alle pat jede to belle 

^it leued not po felouns 

pat symeon tolde in his sarmouns 

Of him pat he in hondes bare 

But eucr mys trowyng f ei ware 

TRINITY 



828 THE JEWS DID NOT BELIEVE CHRIST ALTHOUOH HE DID MANY MIRACLES 
(the tenth part of which I CANNOT TELL), AND SOUGHT THEM WITH LOVE. 



Qu^;ii he him-self emang fam kidd. 

And mani fair meracles did ; 14443 

Ala was be-for ))e architricline, 

Qiien he f e water turnd in-to wine : 

And ten men pat war mesell, 14446 

fat he gaf til ilkan ))air hele ; 

O lazar pat ded was alsua, 

fat he raisid, and oj^er maa ; 

And of a man pat was vnfere 14450 

Mar forsoth J^an thritti yere ; 

And als of opet mani sere, 

pe teind i mai not recken here. 

Ke he ^am gaf na noj^er task 14454 

Bot al at haf pat ))ai wald ask, 

pe mar to |>aun pat he him bedd 

pe faster ai f^ai fra him fledd, 14457 

Bot al pat he wit luue ]>am soght, 

Enentis pe luos al was for noght. 

f Ai qwar Jai war ful enwius, [ooi. f] 

And to ))aim-self contraius, 14461 

And again J^air ann writt, 

pat ]>ai wald noght trou on it. 

J^ai said J^at crist snld ta manhede 

Of a maiden and of J^air sede, 14465 

JSTe yeitt wald ^ai not vnderstand 

Quen him baptis Ion wit his hand, 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud M8S.] 
And said " yonr sauueur es yon." 
Bot yeit ]>ai troud noght sant Ihon, 
Nq for noght he cnth do or sai, 14472 
Moght he ^am bring to right way. 
Ne for na signe |>at did ihera, 
Moght |>am bring right trouth to tru. 
Bot for his god dedis ilkan, 
Oft pel on him soght to scam, 14477 

COTTON 



quen he him-self amang* ham kid 

& many faire miraclis did. 

als was be-for pe architridin. 

he turned pe water in-to wine. 

& of X. men ]>at ware meseL 

how he gaf ilk-a man his hele. 

of lazar )>at was dede al-squa. 

how he him raised & oper ma. 

& of a man pai was vnfere 

mare pen viij. & xxx. 3 ere. 

& als of oj^er many sere 

pe tende I. may no^t rekkin here. 

& he ham gaf hane oper taske. 

bot alle to haue atte ]>ai waldl ask* 

& ay pe mare he til ham bed. 

ay pe faster fra him ^ai fled. 

bot alle J^at he vnp loue ham so^t 

alle pe iewes sette atte no3t. 

IT A quat ])ai ware en-vins. 

& til )>aire self controrios 

& agayne p&lre awen writte. 

jet walde ]>ai nojt traw on hitte. 

J^at saide atte criste sulde take manhede 

of a mayden wi|H)ut mannys sede. 

ne 3et walde ^ai nojt vnderstande 

quen John baptist wij) his hande. 

baptist crist in flume iordan. 

jet saide ])ai 8i))en ])at he was nane 

jet ])ai trawed nojt saint lohn. 

quen he saide our sauiour is lone 

for nojt atte he cowde do or say. 

mujt he bring* ham in-to way. 

ne for na signe mujt do ih^^u 

walde pel nojt a-pon him trow. 

for his gode dedis pat he did ham 

oft ^ai sojt him vnp shame. 

FAIRFAX 



HOW OONTRARIOUB THSY ^TEBB ! THET WOULD NOT UNDERSTAND THEIB OWN 829 
SOBIPTUBESy WHEN JOHN BAPTIZED AND SHOWED THEH THEIB SAYIOUB. 

Qaen he him-self emang ]»aim kidd, Whenne he him self among hem kud 

And mani a fair miracle did ; 14443 And mony faire myracle dud 

Als was bifor fe architridine, As oon bifom architriclyne 

Qaen he tamed fe water in-to wine : He turned watir in to wyne 

And of ten men )>at war mesele, And als ten men fat were mesele 

^ot he gaue ilkane f^air hele ; 14447 To vchone he 3af her hele 

Of lazar ^t was dede alsua, Of lazar pat was deed also 

pat he raised, and oper tua ; pat he reised & opere mo 

And of a man pat was nu fere Of a mon pat was vnfere 

Mar for-eoth )>an thretti jere ; 14451 More for Bope ]»en gritty jere 

And als of oj^er mani sere, [ 

pe tend i mai noght recken here. 

Ne he J^aim gaf nan o])er task 14454 

Bot all to haue )>at )>ai wold ask, . . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud AfSS.] 

pe mar to J^aim pat he him bedd J)e more he to J^e iewes him bedde 

pe fSaster ai ])ai fra him fledd, 14457 pe faster awey ]»ei fledde 

Bot all ^t he wid loue paim soght, AUe pat he wi]> loue hem sou3t 

£ntent J^e iuus was for noght pe iewes entent was euer nou3t 

A ! quat )>ai war ful envius, )>ei were ful of enuye 

And to ]>aim-self ful contrarius, 14461 To god & mon myche contrarye 

Again J^air auen weritt, Ajeyn her owne holy writt [iMf 90] 

pat psA wald noght tru on itt. Wolde ])ei not ^itt leue on hit 

]»it said ^t crist suld take manhede, pat seide crtst shulde take monhede 

Of a maidene and of pair sede, 14465 Of a mayden of her sede 

'Ne jeit wold ^ai noght ynf^erstande 3itt wolde ))ei not vndirstonde 

Quen iohn him baptist wid his han(i, How Ion him baptized wij; his honde 

[ [ 

no gap in the MS.] no gap in the MS.] 

And said, '' jour sarmim es jone." [ooi. i] And seide joure saueour is p\a 

And jeit pax troud noght saint iohn, jitt leued ])ei him not Iwis 

Ne for noght he cuth do or sai, 14472 For noujt pat he coude do or say 

Might he J^aim bring to right wai Wolde pel nut of pe rijte way 

Ne jeit na signs pat wroght ie«a. Noon oj^ere signe pat dud ihe^u 

Might ))ai bring right trouUi to trou. Mijte hem bringe to trouf^e trew 

I3ot for his dedis gode ilkane, 14476 But for his gode dedes vchone 

Ofbe )>ai soght him forto slane, Ofte soujten bim to slone 

GOTTINOEN TRINITY 



830 THE JEWS SOUGHT TO SLAT BOTH CHRIST AND LAZARUS. THET KNEW NOT 
HOW TO BEGIN, SO ASSEMBLED IN A HOUSE IN THE TOWN TO CONSPIRE. 



And namlikest for fat resun 14478 
fat he yp-iaised lazarum. 
Fra fat time forth J^ai did ]>air pain 
fat he and lazar war bath slain. 
Him for fe folk fat til him fell, 
Lazar for he can on him spelL 14483 
f fia cursud folk wit fair mistru 
Thoght ihe^u sla, hot J^ai ne wist how, 
Nq ]>ai ne wist how to bi-gin, 14486 
)>ai said, << we most now jand sum gin, 
How fat he mai danpned be.** 
Wit fia |>ai mad a gret semble. 
Wit-in a has was in fe tun, 14490 
Of fm aun dampnacinn, 
Hu ])ai might mak fat tresun. 
For him wald ))ai tak na ranscun. 
'* He es," ])ai said, " sa selcnt w\J8, 
All fe werld mon wit him rijs. 14495 
All fis werld til him sal ban, 
And if he line in him sal tru ; 
All men o rome sal cum, mai fall, 
Tak vr folk and sted wit-aU, 14499 
And first fra ys vr lagh ts reue, 
And 8i]>en in )>air seruis bileue." 
At ))is gedring a man ))ar was. 
His nam was haten caifas, 14503 

fair biscop was he fat si-quar ; 
Better had him ben he nener war. 
Biscops war ]>ai fan a-bute, c^i'M.ooi.i] 
Ilkan bot his tueluemoth y[te]. 14507 
^Caiphas fan said, ''godmen we wat 
In gastlines i hald your stat, 
Trous me and mi consail, 14510 

I hope fat it sal yow auail ; 
Tee vnderstand noght fat i 
Wat, als thoru fe propheci, 14513 

COTTON 



& maste I traw for fat resoun. 
fat he vpraised lazaroun. 
fra fat time forf f ai did f aire paine 
fat he & lazar sulde be slayne. 
him for fe folk fat til him felle 
lazar for he con of him spelle. 
l%is cursid folk wif f aire mistrow 
^ f ojt ihe«u sla bot f ai ne wist how. 
ne f ai ne wiste how to be-gyn. 
bot faine f ai walde finde sum gin. 
how fat he mu^t dampned be. 
wif fis f ai made a grete semble 
wif-in a hous of fat toun. 
f ai made f aire awen dampnacioun 
how f ai mujt make fat tresoun. 
for him walde f ai take na raunsoun 
he is f ai saide sa selcouf wise, 
alle f e werlde wif him wH rise, 
al fis werlde til him wille bowe 
& he line & on him trow. 
& men of rome wille come may faL 
& take our lande & putte vs out aL 
& first fra us our lagh reue. 
& sif en in f aire seruise be-leue. 
f Atte fis gedderingi a man f er was 
his name was calde sir caiphas 
bisshop he was of fat cuntre 
better him had vnbome be. ^£|" {i'"* 
[^Busshoppe^ were they tho alowte 
£che oon but his xij monyf owte] 
cayphas saide godemen je wate 
in gasteli f ingt^ I halde 3oure state 
trawes me & my consaile. 
wele I. wate hit wille a-vaile. 
3e ynderstande no3t alle fat I. 
wate f orou fe prophecy. 

FAIRFAX 
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HS la 80 WISB, ALL THB WOBLD WILL BOW TO HDf, THE BOICANS WILL COMB 831 
AND TAKB OUB OOUNTBT AND LAW.'* THB BISHOP THBN WAS GAIAFHAB. 



And nainlikest for ^t resirn 14478 
]Kxt he vpraisid lazanm. 
Fia fat time forth ]>ai did J^air paine 
fat he and lazar bath war slaine. 
legue for fe folk fat till him fell«, 
Lazar for he gan of him spelle. 14483 
Xyi cursed folk wid J^air mi8t[r]ou 
J^ Thoght iuu sla, hot |>ai ne wist ha, 
Ne )iai ne wist hu to begin, 14486 
jMd said, '' we most nn find sum gin, 
Hu fat he mai dampned be." 
wid J^is foi made a gret semble, 
wid-in a has was in fat tane, 14490 
Of feir auen dampnacione, 
Ha ^ might make fat treson 
For him fat wald take na ransoon. 
fai said, '^ he es saa selcuth, i-wisse. 
All fe world mon wid him rise. 
All ))iB world till him sal hue, 14496 
And if he line in him sal true ; 
And men of rome sal cum, mai fall, 
And tak vr sted and folk wid-all, 
And first fra vs vr land vs reue, 14500 
And sij^en in ^air sends bileue.'* 
At fiB gedring a man f^ar was. 
His name was haten cajphas, 
J^air biscop was fat siquar ; 14504 
Bettir had him bone he neu^ ware. 
Bischopis war ^ai )>an a-boute, 
Ukane hot his twelma[n]th vte. 14507 
Caiphas said, " gode men, je w.ite 2JJ9j 
In ^Uines i hald ^ur state, 
Folus me and mi consaile, 14510 

I hope fat it sal ju a-vaile ; 
36 vnderstand noght all fat i 
wat als thoru fe propheci, 14513 

gOttinqen 



And moost ende for J^at resoun 
)>at he vp reised lazaroun 
Fro fat day fei dud hem payne 
)Pat he Ss lazer bo]^ were slayno 
Ihe^tM for folke fat to him felle 
Lazer for he dud of him spelle 
f pia cursed folk wijj f is mis trow 
Wolde ihesus sle but ^i nust how 
f ei wiste not how to bigynne 
]>ei seide we most fynde sum gynne 
How fat he may dampned be 
Anoon ^ei made a greet semble 
Wi))inne an hous of ))at toun 
Of her owne dampnacioun 
How ])ei mijte fat tresoun make 
Eaumsoun wolde ))ei noon take 
He is J>ei seide wondir wyse 
Al fe world wol wif him rise 
Al fe world to him wol bowe 
And if he lyue in him trowe 
And men of rome shul com may fsdle 
And take oure place & folke wi]> alle 
Furst oure lond from vs reue 
And we in her seruyse to leue 
At ])is gederynge a mon pere was 
His name was calde cayphas 
Bisshop he was of ))at cuntre 
Bettur him were he neuer had be 
Bisshopes were f^ei ))0 aboute 
Ychone but his twelue monej^e oute 
Cayphas seide gode men aboute je wate 
In goostlynes I holde ^oure state 
Folwe)) me & my counsaile 
And I hope hit shal avayle 
^e vndirstonde not al J^at I 
Woot & knowe bi prophecy 

TRINITY 



832 "it is prophesied that a man shall be judged and slain fob the people.*' 

THET plight THEIR TROTHS TO KILL JESUS. OAIAPHAS UNWITTINGLY SPOKE TRUTH. 



]>at a man sal in hand bitan, 14514 

And dempt for ]>e folk, and slan. 

Soth it es ]>at sua sal be, 

]>is ilk ihe^u soth ]>an es he. 

Dei allan for-soth he sal, 14518 

At pat pe folk be perist alL" 

[ • 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS.] 
To sla i^u ilkan pel hight, 14522 
And ])ar-to ]>air tronthes plight. 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS,] 

H Cayphas spak pua in his spa, 14526 

Woides suilk and o]7er maa 

pe dede o ie^u crist, 

And said wel sother ^an he wist. 

For he com for to dei wit wil, 14530 

And sua pe prophecis to fiU. 

Fia pskn ])ai soght, wit-vten auu, 

leaum for to bring on dau. 

lesus will duell nu na langer 14534 

]>aT poi mai him se or heie, 

A quil in eflfrem dueld he es, — 

A cite bi a wildemes, — 

He duelles wit his disciplis ^ar, 14538 

He wat f e luus wil him for-far. 

If ])ai moght hand a-pon him lai, 

Bot yeit was noght commen pat dai 

pat he him wald to ded be don, 14542 

poi it was cummand efber son. 

]>ir lues pat him hild in strijf, 

]>ai hatted na man mare on l\jf, 

His disciplis ^an war ful waa, 14546 

]>at ])air maist^ was hated sua, 

l^amlik o paim pat he 

Suld serued mast and luued be. 14549 

COTTON 



]>at a man sal be tane 

& dampned for pe folk & slane. 

like hit is als mote I. the. 

pia ilk ihe^u to be he. 

dey allane for-so]) he sal. 

or pe folk* be penst alle 

]>ai saide cayphas be no^t a-gayne ciMf «7] 

for certanli he salle be slayne. 

& per-to gode couenande ])ai hi3t. 

& iche an tille paire trau])is pli^t 

& )e pai wil of sorou here. 

halde )ou stille & drawes nere. 

Cayphas saide ' in ]>at time, 
wordes many we may no3t rime 
of pe dede of ihe^u crist [} mb. j>ai orvo 
&j3aide wele aoper pen he wiste. 
^at he sulde come to deye with wil 
& squa pe prophecy fulfiUe. 
3et walde ]7ai lette for nane agh. 
ihe^ms for til seche & dragh. 
ih^^us wil dwelle na langer ^ere 
as ^ai mai him se or here, 
a quile in efifrem dwelled he is 
in a cite bi a wildemes 
he dwelled wi]7 his discipUs pare 
he wate pe iewes wil him for-fare 
if ^ai mu3t hand a-pon him lay. 
bot jet was coTnmyn no^t day. 
^at he walde to dede be done 
bot hit is comande ofter sone. 
wi]) iewus pai him hated in strife 
^ai loued na man les on life. 
H his disciplis was ]7an ful wa. 
]>at he sulde be hated squa. 
nameli of ham ))at he. 
sulde serued maste & loued be, 

FAIRFAX 



EINOKFOBTH THB JEWS BOUGHT TO TAKB JBSUS. HE STATED WITH HIS 833 
DISCIPLES IN EPHRAIMy FOB HIS TIME WAS NOT YET COME. 



^t a man sal in hand be tano, 14514 

And dampned for fe folk, and slane. 

Soih it 68 ]>at sua sal be, 

\>iB ilk ietm ^an es he. 

Dei allane for-soth he sail, 14518 

Are ]Kzt fe folk be penst alL" 

[ • . • 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 

To sla iesvL ilkane ]>ai hight, 14522 

And ]>ar-to Jrad ])air trouthos plight. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8.] 
Caiphas spac ))as his spa, 14526 

wordis suilk and o])er ma 
Of pe dede of ie^u crist, 
And said wel sothyor fan he wist. 
For he come to dei wid will, 14530 
And sua pe prophecy's to fulfill. 
Fra ]>an ^ soght, widvten aw, 
IcsvL forto bring of daw. 
lesvL will duell nu na langer 14534 
fax pai mai him se oper here, 
A quile in efi&em duelland he es, — 
A cite bi a wildrenes, — 14537 

He duellis wid his disciplis paie, 
He wate pe luus wile him for-fare. 
If ^ai might hand apon him lai, 14540 
Bot 3eit was noght comen pat dai 
pat he him wold to dede be done, 
Bot it wa comand afbir sone. 
^ir iuus pat him held in str^f, 14544 
)»ai na man mar in l|jf. 
His desciplis ^ai war ful wa, 
))at ^air maistir was hated sua, 
Namli of ])aim pat he 14548 

Suld serued mast and luued be. 
68 oOttinqen 



A mon shal in honde be take 
Dampned & deed for pepul sake 
So]) hit is ^us shal hit be 
))iB ilke ihesus pia is he 
De^e alone for sojye he shalle 
Ar pe folke shulde perisshe alle 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,] 
To sle ihe^u alle ]>ei hi^t 
And perto \era trou^ pli3t 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,] 

IT Cayphas spake fere fo 

pea^ wordcs and oj^ere mo 

Of \hesu8 de]) as I 30U tel 

And seide pat he wiste wel 

fat he coom to deye wif wille 

And so prophecies to fulfiUe 

Fro fenne foi 80U3te wifouten awe 

Ihe^u for to brynge of dawe 

Ihe^u wolde no lenger be 

)>ere fei my^te him here or so 

In efifrem he dwelt pat tide 

A cite a wildemes bisyde 

Wif his disciples dwelt he fare 

He wiste f e iewes wolde him forfaro 

If f ei myjte bond on him lay 

But 3it was not comen fe day 

\>at he wolde to defe be done 

But hit was comynge afbir soone 

)}ese iewes dud ouer wif him stryue 

No men more fat were in lyue 

His disciples were ful wo 

)}at her maystir was hated so 

Kamely of hem fat he Deaf oo.bwk] 

Shulde moost serued & loued haue be 

TRINITY 



834 JBSUS FORETELLS THE TRBAOHEBT OF JUDAS *. HB SOON WENT INTO QALILEBy 
AVOIDINQ JUDEA. THE FEAST OF TABEttNACLBS WAS NEAR; 



**I hauo," he said, "yow chosen tuelue, 

J>e tuelfd it es f e find him-selfe." 

^is was bi him he ^aim for-tald 14552 

Thoru quam. he wist he suld be said, 

pat was sir ludas scarioth, 

Of alle him fell ]7e werst lot. 

In efifraym dueld he a stunde, 14556 

And ])e]7en-ward son can he fiinde ; 

Lang dueld henoght in pat contre, [ooL i] 

£ot went him in-to galilee ; 

]>e land o lude he has for-bom, 14560 

For ])ar ^ai hafe his ded forsuom. 

]7an heild ^e luus in |)air cite 

A fest man clepes cenophe, 

Disciplis said )>an to ie^ 14564 

]>ir wordes i sal tell yow; 

" Sir, do pQ he^en into lude, 

]>ar men pi were mai open se ; 

To iurselem rede we ])ou wende^ 14568 

For far es communli pi freind, 

pe freindes fou has oiir-qi^r. 

We wat mast quat er Jai far 

fair fest es nu, gan we sir fan, 14572 

For f ider gas ful mani man. 

It es na skil fat f ou wit-drau, 

Bot bedd f e forth f e men to knau, 

If f ou will haf f i werckes kydd, 

fou agh fe drau fe folk emid, 14577 

fat f ai f e bath mai se and here. 

And luue f e for f i signes sere. 

f e man wil luue-word haf in nede 

BaldH forth he most him bede.'' 14581 

H le^^said, '' freindes, yee wat it noght> 

Anof er thing es in mi thoght, 

f e werld i wat hates noght yow, 

It hates me, forsoth, yee tro, 14585 

COTTON 



I haue he saide chosin 30U xij. 
& an of 30U is f e deuol him-selue 
f is bi him for-sof he talde 
f orou quam he was bo3t & salde. 
fat was sir ludas scariot. 
quar-fore he felle in hel-potte 

In efirem dwelled crist a stounde 
& sif en toke his way to founde 
he went him out of fat cuntree 
in-to f e lande of galilee. 
In f e lande of lude was he borne 
& per f ai haue his dede squome. 
fen helde f e iewes in f aire cite 
a feste men callis cenophe. 
his disciplis saide to ihe^u 
f es wordes fat I. salle telle )ou. 
IT Sir do jou now in-to lude 
fat men jour worlds m[a]y opynli se 
to ieiuaalem I. rede fou wende. 
for fai ar communeli f i frende. 
fe frendis fou has aure-quare 
wele wate we qua fai are. 
f aire feste is now go we sir fan. 
for f idder gas sa many a man. 
hit is na skil fou f e wif-draw. 
bot bede f e forf f e men to knaw* 
if fou wil haue f i werkis kid 
dragh f e to f e folk amyd. 
atte fai may f e se & here. 
& loue f e for f i signes sere, 
fe mon fat loue wil haue in nede. 
baldeli moste he him forf bede. 

Ihe^us saide frendis wate je nojt 
a-nofer f ing* is in my f o^t. 
f e werlde I. wate hatis nojt jou. 
hit hatis me for-sof je trow. 

FAIRFAX 



ma FRIENDS BEG HIM TO 00 TO JEBUSALEII TO SHOW HIS WORKS AHONO THE 835 
PEOPLB AND GAIN THBIR LOYB. " THE WORLD HATES NOT TOU, BUT ME." 



^ " I haue," he said, " ju chosin tuelue, 
ye tuelf iteafe feind him-self/' \} ool i] 
yla bi him he ]>aiin for-tald 14552 
Thoni quam he wist he suld be said, 
]>at was sir iudas scarioth, 
Of all him fell pe werst loth. 
In efi&em duellid he a stonnd, 14556 
And ]>e]>en sone gan he found ; 
Lang duellid he noght in pat cuntie, 
Bot went him into galile ; 
pe land of iude he has forbom, 14560 
For ]>ar ^ai had his dede al suom. 
p&R held pe iuus in psSi cite 
A feet me clepes cenophe, 
Desciplis said ])an to iesn 14564 

pir wordis pat i sal tell ^uu ; 
" Sir, do ^e he]>en into iude, 
)>ar men ])i werke mai opin se ; 
To ierusalem rede we ^u wend, 14568 
Por pea es comuneli jur freind, 
pe freindes pat we haue ou])eiquar, 
we quat mast quat psl er ]>ar. 
)>air fest es nu, sir, go we ))an, 14572 
For didir gas sua mani man. 
It es na skil ^u pe wid-drau, 
Bot bede pe forth pe men to knau, 
If pVL wil haue ])i werkis kidd, 14576 
^u suld pe drau pe flolk emidd, 
]>at ]7ai ma bath ^e se and here, 
And luue pe for ^i signes sere. 
pe man pat will loue-word haue in nede 
Baldly forth he suld him bede." 14581 
lesus said, ** freindes, ^e wat it noght, 
Ano]7er piag es in mi thoght, 
pe world i wate hates noght ^u, 
It hatis me, for-soth, je trou, 14585 

gOttinqek 



H I haue seide crist chosen 30U twelua 

pe twel])e is pe deuel him selue 

\>ia bi him penne he hit tolde 

Bj whom he wiste to be soldo 

))at was Iudas Scarioth 

Of alls fel him worst lot 

In effrem he dwelte a stounde 

pennea soone gon he founde 

He dwelt not longe in pat cuntre 

But went him in to galilo 

pe londe of Iude he had forbom 

For pere ]>oi hadde his de^ sworn 

]9enne helde pe iewes in her cuntre 

A feest men clepe)) cenophe 

pe disciples seide ihe^ dere 

peae wordes ])at 30 shul here 

Sir do pe hennes in to Iude 

pere men ]>i werkes may open se 

To ierusalem we rede ^e wende 

For pere ben comynly ^oure frende 

Of any frenshepe elles where 

"We woot moost are ))ei Jere 

Her feest is now go we fon 

For Jider goof mony mon 

Hit is not skil fou pe wifdrawe 

But bide pe ioTp to men to knawe 

If Jjou wolt haue fi werkes kidde 

J50U most pe drawe pe folke amydde 

pat fei may pe se and here 

And loue pe for fi signes sere 

He pat loue word wol haue in nede 

Bodily forf he mot him bede 

Frendes seide ihesvL je woot noujt 

Anof er fing is in my f oujt 

pe world I woot hatej) not 30U 

Hit hate]) me forsof e now 

TRINITY 



836 "the world hates me, no love is between us." the disciples went 

TO the feast, and JESUS FOLLOWED THEM SECRETLY, 



Me and alsua mi werckes all, 14586 
And all pat to mi trouth will fall. 
It can noght hate yow witerli, 
Bot me it hates na selli. 
For it wat neuer quat i am, 14590 
And of it spec me mikel scam, 
I of it and it o me, 
Ke mai na luue bi-tuix vs be. 
Ga yee to fest, for sua yee do, 14594 
Haf i na tome at ga ])aT-to, 
Haf i na tome ])ider to fare, 
For quom me luuand haue i far." 
H f ai went allan, f ai left him fus. 
And pnueU fam folud iesus, 14599 
He folud f am priueli vn-seno, 
For wald he noght haf knaun bene 
Nof er wit pe luus ne wit his aun, 
Wald he noght pat Uith be knaun. 
He wist forwit pe lues suar pf8o.bk.oDi.i] 
fat f ai suldhim na langar spar, [} ms. Atb] 
faa feluns fat wald he war slain 
jem efter iesum can fai frain. 14607 
Als witteles men sli lare fai lete, 
" Quar es nu," said fai, "f is prophete 1 
Quider es he cummen, nu, he fat wis, 
Ku sal he sceu vs his maistris." 14611 
At f e port o salamon 
Cum vr lauerd in-to f e tun, 
far he fand forwit him bun 
Mani luas fat war felun, 14615 

Wit f aa vn-meke far was he mett. 
And son wit f am he was vmsett, 
far bigan fai for to rute 14618 

And for to gadir him a-bute, 
Allan iesus f aim stod emid, 
Keneli to him fai resun did 14621 

cotton 



mo & alsqua my werkis alle. 

& alle fat to ani trauf wil falle 

hit hatis 30U nojt weterli 

bot me hit hatis & na selly. 

for hit wate neuer quat I. am. 

& of hit speke I. mykil shame. 

I. of hit & hit of me. 

ne may na loue bc-twix vs be. 

ga ^e to f e feste & squa ^e do. 

haue L na tome to ga f er-to. 

haue I. na tome f iddci* to fare 

for na wele louande haue I. fare 

l^ai went ham forf & laft him f us 

J' & priuely folowed ihe^us 

he folowed ham priuali vnsene 

ne walde he no3t knawen bene 

nauf 6r wif iewes ne wif his awen. 

kepped he no^t for to be knawen. 

he wiste be-fore f e iewes square 

fai walde him na langer spare 

fa felouns fat walde haue him slain. 

)ome ofter ihe^u con fai frayne. 

als witles men madli fai lete 

& quat is ihe^us f b p7*ophete. 

quidder is he commyn now he fat wise 

now salle he shaw his maistrise 

H atte f e porte of salamoun 

come our lorde in-to f e toun 

quat he fande bc-for him boun 

many iewes ful of feloun. p leaf 67. back] 

*1[ wif fa vnmeke sone was he mette. 

& sone wif ham he was vmbesette. 

far be-gan fai for to route. 

& for to geddir him a-boute. 

allane ihe^us ham stode amid. 

kindeU to resoun fai him did. 

FAIRFAX 



VOB HB KNEW THAT THE JEWS WERE SEEKING HIM. THE PEOPLE ASKED 837 
^ WHERE IS HE ) " HE CAME INTO THE TOWN AND THE JEWS CAME BOUND HIM. 



Me and mine werkes all, 14586 

And all pat to mi trouth will falL 
I can noght hate ju witerli, ^^Ji^^^ 
Bot me it hates na selli, 
Por it wat neu^ quat i am, 14590 
And of it spec i mekil scham, 
I of it and it of me, 
Mai na luue bituix vs be. 
Ga je to fest, for sua je do, 14594 
Hane i na tome at ga ]>ar-tOy 
Haue i na tome na de])ir fare, 
For quone me louand haf i fare." 
pai went allane, and left him ])ns. 
And pnVeli paim folud iesus, 14599 
He folud paim pnueli ynsene, 
wold be noght haue knauen bene 
Nou])«r wid iuus ne wid his auen, 
wold he noght pai sith be knauen. 
He wist forwid pe iuus suare, 14604 
^t ]«i suld him no langer spare, 
p& feluns pat wald he war slaine 
Fast efter iesus gan ^ai fraine. 
Als wittles men sli late ]>ai lete, 14608 
And said, " quar es iesus pe prophete 1 
Que^^ es he bicomen, pai wiss, 
Ku suld he schau his maistris." 
At pe porte of salamon 14612 

Come vr lau^rd into pe tun, 
^ar he fand forwid him boune 
Mani iuus pat war felune, 14615 

wid pSL ynmeke par was he mett, 
And sone wid ^aim ho was vmsett, 
]>ar bigan ^ai forto route 14618 

And for to gader him abute, 
Allane iesus ]>aim stod emid, 
Keneli ])ai him to resun did. 14621 

gOttingen 



Me & mjne werkes alle 
And alle pat to my trou])e wol falle 
Hit connot hate 30U witterlj 
But me hit hate]) & no ferly 
For hit woot neuer what I ame 
And I speke of hit mychel shame 
I of hit and hit of me 
May no loue bitwise vs be 
Go 30 to feeste if ^e wol so 
I haue no tome to com ^erto 
I haue no tome J^idor to feure 
Fewe men louynge haue I )>are 
pei went allone & lafte him pua 
And pnuely folewed hem ihesus 
Priuely sewed he hem ynsene 
Wolde he not haue knowen bene 
Noufer of iewes ny of his owen 
"Wolde he not f enne be knowen 
He wiste pe iewes bifore sware 
pel wolde him no longer spare 
pe felouTis pai wolde hi;^ haue slayn 
Fast afbir ih^^u gan ^ei frayn 
As witles men so ^ei lete 
Where f ei seide is pe prophete 
Whi is he not comen ihesus 
Kow shulde he shewe his maistrios 
At pe port salomoun 
Coom oure lord in to pe toun 
pere he fond bifore him 
Mony felouns iewes grym 
Anoon as ^ei ynp him met 
Soone he was aboute bi-set 
penne bigon ^ei for to route 
And fast to geder him aboute 
Allone ihesus hem stood amyd 
Kenely |)ei him aresoun did 

TRINITY 



838 CHRIST IS A8K£D TO SHOW HIMSELF AT THE FEAST j HE IS CALLED THE SON 
OF QOD. " 1 AM THE SON OF QOD, BUT YOU KNOW MB NOT^ NOR LOVE MB. 



" At f is VT fest," said ))ai, " er yoe 
Fill mikel asked ; " " quar fori " coth he. 
**For-Ji J)ou art sa dred wit-all, 14624 
And wis men godd sum |)ai call. 
If ^ou sua be, pe soth ^ou scan. 
And to ]7e folk \>e for to knau.'* 
" Soth it es i am," said he, 14628 
" Wit godds aun sun spek yee, 
Bot wele i wat yee tru it noght, 
J)e werkes J>at o me ar wroght, 
f&t ilk dai yee se wit sight, 14632 
Moght neu^ be don wit mans might. 
H Yee tru me noght, pat wat i wel, 
Ne yee me luue right neuer a del ; 
And for yur bird bald yee not me, 
For-]7i mi seep mai yee not be, 14637 
]>ar yee war yemed haf i ben, 
fof mi trauail be littel sene. 
Tee ne wil me luue, ne lete ne here, 
Bot mi seep pat me haldes dere, 

my paradis fe blis 14642 
Ful wel i sal )>am ])ider wiss. 

On domes-dai p&n sal ]>ai stan[d], 
Mi blia to haf on mi right haTid, 
In pe lijf sal neuer leue, 14646 

pia gift sal nan haf might paLtn reue. 
Wijt yee pat i youu dred na thing ; 
He ])at es fader of heuen king 14649 
Mi fader es he, yee vnderstand, [coL t} 
Him drau i me to mi warand. 

1 am his sun iestts ^at sale 

Bring pia werld all vte o bale; 14653 

I am ])ar-in bot littel quil, 

Fra nu psa-ia sal last mi quil. 

Ke ioT-pi wel i sal J^am kepe 14656 

fat he me taght, mi fader scepe ; 

COTTON 



welcome to feste quop ]>ai ar 30 

ful mekeli asked quar-fore quop he 

quy art ^ou sa dred of alle. 

& goddes sone dos pe calle. 

if )»ou squa be pe so)) ))ou shawe 

& do ^e to ))i folk* to knawe 

% Bop hit is I. am saide he 

wi)) goddes awen sone speke )e. 

bot wele I. wate 30 traw hit no3t 

)»e werkis pat of me is wro3t 

])at ilk day 3e se vnp si^t. 

mi3t neue^r be done ynp mannis mi3t 

3e traw me no^t ^t wate I. wele 

ne 3e me loue ri3t neuer a dele. 

& for 3oure hirde halde 3e no3t me 

for-J>i my shepe may 3e no3t be. 

to saue 30U oft haue I. bene 

al if hit be litel sene. 

30 wil me nsMper loue ne here 

bot my shepe pat haldes me dere 

in paradis sal be ])aire blis 

ful wele I. sal ham J^idder wis. 

at domesday )»en sal ))ai stande 

my blis to haue on my ri3t hande 

& pat life salle ])ai neuer leue. 

& ])at gift may I. 30U reue. 

wete 3e atte I. drede 30U na-])ingi 

he ))at is fader of heyuen & king* 

my fader is he 3e vnderstande 

him I. dragh to my warande. 

IT L am his sone ihe^us atte sale 

bring pia werlde out of bale. 

I am per-in bot litel quile. 

I. salle be slayne ]>orou gile. 

no3t for )»i wele sal I. kepe. 

]»t he me ta3t my fader shepe. 

FAIRFAX 
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" At f is vr fest," said fai, " er je 

Ful mekil askid ; " " quarfor?" said he. 

''For )>a art sua dred with alk, 14624 

And men will godes sun ^e csJle. 

If pn sua be, fe soth p\i schau, [ool q 

And do pe folk pe for to knau." 

'< Soth It es i am," said he, 14628 

'' wid goddes auen sun speke 30, 

Bot wele i wat ^e trou it noght, 

pe werkis pat of me er wroght, 

^t ilke dai ^e se wid sight, 14632 

Might neuer be done wid manes might. 

3e trou me noght, pat wate i wele, 

Ne 3e me luue neuer a dele ; 14635 

And for 3ur herd hald )e noght me, 

For-])i mi schipe mai ^e noght be, 

^t 3e war sauf gam haue i bene. 

If mi trauoil be littel sene. 14639 

3e ne wil me leue, ne lete, ne here, 

Bot mi schepe pat me haldis dere, 

Of mi paradis pe bliss 

Ful wele i sal ^m dider wiss. 

On domisdai ^n sal ])ai stand, 14644 

Mi bHs to haue on mi right hand, 

In pe lijf sal neu^ leue, 

piB gift sal non haue might paim reue. 

Witt ^e pat i )u drede no ^ing ; 14648 

He pat of heuene es fsLper and king 

Mi fsLper he es, ^e vnderstand. 

Him i drau to mi warand. 

I am his sun insuSf pat salle 14652 

Bring fis world all vte of bale ; 

I am f ar-in bot littel quile, 

Fra nu ))ar-in sal fast mi quile. 

Ne for ])i wele sal i kepe 14656 

pat he me taght, mi fader schepe ; 

GdTTINOBN 



At oure feet seide ]>ei are ^e 
Muche asked wherfore seide he 
For ])ou art so dred wi^ alle 
And men wol goddes son ^e calle 
If povL be he pe so]7e )k)u showe 
And do pe folke pe for to knowo 
Soo^ is hit I hit am seide he n«af9]] 
wi)> goddes owne son speke 30 
But wel woot I 3e leue nou^t 
])e werkes pat of me are wrou^t 
\>at Yche day ^e se wi^ 8i3t 
Mi3t not be do wi)? monnes mi3t 
3e trowe me not I woot wele 
Kor 30 loue me neu^ a dele 
For 30ure herde holde 3e not me 
\)e7'ioTe my sheep may 3e not be 
Aboute to saue 30U haue I bene 
|)ou3e my trauaile be HtU sene 
30 nyl me loue nor leue here 
But my sheep pat ben me dere 
In to my paradis ]>at blis 
"Wel shal I hem fider wis 
On domes day shul ]>ei stonde 
My blis to haue on my ri3t honde 
In lif pat )>ei shul neuer loue 
pat 3ifte shal no mon hem reue 
Witef pat I 30U drede no fing 
He pat of heuen is lord & kyng 
Mi fadir he is 3e vndirstande 
Him I drawe to my warande 
I am his son ihe^ai pat shaUe 
Bringe fis world out of fralle 
But litil while per ynne am I 
Hastily shal I passe fer by 
Not for fi wel shd I kepe 
pat he me tau3te my fadir shepe 

TRINITT 
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I sal |)aim were &a alkins wath, 
Of hell sal ^ai neuer ha lath. 14659 
I ha gret might and sal ha mare, 
For we er an and sal he euermare. 
]>i8 es ]>e sothy mi fader and i 
We ar all an, yaa witterli, 
Sua ^at we thoru nakin art 14664 
Mai be made in sundre part." fgode 
IT Qften luus ^is herd thoght fam not 
Littel wanted pat paia war wode, 
fai loked on him lath and grim, 
And hetli ]>ai bi-hinted him, 14669 
And said ])an tuix ])aim in strijf, 
" Lok he scap noght wit his l^f ! 
It war worthi to stan him sun.''14672 
lestis said, " qui 1 quat haf i dun, 
Again yow wroght on ani wise 1 " 
« For pOM art godds sun, ]>ou sais." 
" I sai yow soth, pat sal yee se, 14676 
For gode ded wil yee stan me 1 
For quilk o mi gode dedis an 
Sai yee nu, yee wil me stan 1 
" For J>in dedes gode," coth J>ai, 14680 
" We wil noght stan fe, parfai ! 
Bot for pine werkes gain ^e lau, 
And for pe luue o ])i missau ; 14683 
))ou mas ^e godd, and ))ou art man." 
" Soth it es," coth iesus fan, 
" Bath i am, qua right wil men, 
For sundri mai we neucr tuin. 
Gas lokes pe bokes o your lai, 14688 
And vnderstandes qimt ]>ai sai. 
In bok pe soth al mai we find, 
Bot-if yee self wiUi be blind ; 14691 
Your aun bok yee can noght spell, 
pat yee wat noght, i will yow telL 

COTTON 



I. salle ham were £ra alkin wa]). 
of helle ne salle ]7ai haue na skaf . 
I haue grete mijt & sal haue mare 
we ij. ar an & salle be euer-mare 
pia is pe sof my fader &. I. 
we ar al an baf weterly. 
squa fat we forou nankin art 
ne may be made in sundre part ^^^^^ 

auen pe iewes herd fu^t ham no^t 
al-maste f ai f erde as fai ware wode. 
f ai loked on him & loured grim. 
& hefeli fai ])U3t be him. 
& saide we sal stint fi strife, 
loke he scape no)t wif his life, 
hit ware worf i to stane him sone 
IT Ihesna saide quy quat haue I. done 
or a-gayne 30U wro^t in ani wais 
for ]>ou art goddes sone f ou sais. 
I say 30U BOp pat sal 30 se 
for gode dide why wil je stane me 
for quilk* of my dedis say me an. 
fat 30 walde per-iore me stane. 
for fi gode dedis for-sof quof f aL 
we wil nojt stane pe parfay. 
bot for f i werkis agayne pe lagh 
& for pe loue of f i missagh. 
f ou makis pe god & f ou art nane 
hit is no^t squa quof ihe^us fan. 
baf I. am qua rijt wills Myn. 
fra sundre may we neucr twin. 
IT gas lokis f e laghes of jour lay. 
& vnderstandes quat f ai say. 
In boke f sof alle may je finde 
bot if 30 wille al-gatis be blinde 
jour awen boke if je can nojt spelle 
fat 3e wate no3t I. wille 30U telle 

FAIRFAX 
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I sal ^aim were fia ilkin wath, 14658 
Of hell ne sal psi haue no lath.^ 
I haue g^t might and sal haf mare. 
For we er ane a[n]d sal be en^rmare. 
fia es fe soth, mi f&per and i 14662 
we er all ane, 3a witterli, 1} ms. wath] 
Sua pai we thorn nane-kin art Df 99.001.1] 
Ne man be made in sundri part" frrode 
[Q]ueniaQ8]>isherde thoght ]>aim noght 
littel wantid ^t ]>ai ne war wode, 
fai loked on him bath wrath & grim, 
And hethli ])ai bihnted him, 14669 
And said toix yaim pan nustrijf, 
" Loke he schape noght wid his lijf ! 
It war worthi to stane him sone." 
lesus said, " qui 1 quat haue i done 1 
OuJh??* gain ya wroght on ani wais 1 " 
** For yvL art goddes sun, ])u sals.'' 
" I sai 3U sotht, pat sal ^e see, 14676 
For gode dede wil ^e stane me 1 
For quilk of mi gode dedis ane 
Sai je nu, )e will me stane 1 " 
" For fin dedis gode," said J)ai, 14680 
*' we wil noght stane f e, parfai ! 
Bot for pin wickidnes gain pe laue, 
And for pe luue of pine missaue ; 
pVL mas pe godd, a[n]d f u ert man." 
" Soth it es," said iems ])an, 14685 
" Bath i am qua right wil min, 
For sundri mai we neuer tuin. 
Gas lokes pe laus of ^our lai, 14688 
And ynderstandes quat f ai sai, 
In bok pe soth all mai 30 find, 
Bol^if je self wiU be bUnd ; 14691 
^our auen boke 30 can noght spelle, 
3eit 3e wate noght, i will 3U telle. 

GOTTINGBN 



From al wo I shal hem were 
Helle shal no ]>ing hem dere 
I haue greet mi3t & shal haue more 
For we ben oon & shul euermore 
\)ia is sof my fadir and. I. 
Are alle oon now witterly 
So pat we bi noon art 
May not ben in twynne part 
H lewes fis ])0U3te no fing good 
Almest wexe )^ei ])o wood 
))ei loked on him loo)» & grym 
And scomefuly misseiden him 
Bitwene hem seide ))ei in strif 
Loke he scape not wi]) his lif 
Hit were wor])i to stone him soone 
Ihesus seide whi what haue I done 
Or wrou3t a3eyn 30U any wayes 
For f ou art goddes son pon sayes 
I saye pe soj^e pat shul 30 se 
For good dede wole 30 stone me . 
For whiche of my gode dedes one 
Is hit now 30 wol me stone 
For ])i gode dedes seide pel 
we wol not stone pe parfei 
But for ])i dedis i^eyn oure lawe 
And for lone of ])i missawe 
]>ou makest pe god & noon art f ow 
3US seide ihe^ti^ so is hit now 
God I am who so ri3t wol mynne 
We may not be parted in twynne 
Go)) loke]) pe sawes of 30ure lay 
And vndirstonde]) what ])ei wol say 
In 30ure bokes 30 may hit fynde 
But 3if 30U seK be ful blynde 
30ure owne bokes con 3e not spelle 
3e leuen not pat I 30U telle 

TRINITY 
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For-fi it prouis yow for felun, 14694 

And me goddsun all wit resun, 

For he es wit resun godds sun Df si, ooi. i] 

pat his were to wire es won. 

In ^is werld am i cummen and send, 

))e maless ))ar-of for to mend. 14699 

Of his saand am i cummen, i-wiss, 

And halden he has me for his. 

pQ hali writte lies na wight, 

Qua can vnderstand ^e right. 14703 

pe werckes pat i were in his nam, 

Quat man pan mai wit resun blam. 

He pat in me wil truli trou. 

It sal him turn to mikel pru ; 14707 

And qua wil noght tru pat i tell. 

His herbering sal last in hell. 

Mi fader es forsoth in me. 

And i in him sal euer be." 14711 

Wit wordes suilk war pel binomin. 

Wit scil concluded and oucrcummin, 

Thoru pe hali writtes lare 14714 

Was said a thusand yere and mare. 

]>ai cuth gain him find resun nan, 

Als crachuns he ]>am feld ilkan ; 

Qt^arfor to sai ))ai can no mare, 14718 

Soruful awai pel went and ful o care, 

Awai pel went wit menged mode, 

] And iesus to pe temple yode ; 

^ar he mani chapmen fand 14722 

Serekin marchandis chepand, 

[ 

. . no gap in Cotton ^ Lavd MS8»] 
pelr ox, ^air cu, ^air scepe pel said. 
And moneurs fair mone tald ; 14727 
Als iesus als ))of him war tene, 
))ar-vte he kest ]>am al be-dene, 14729 

COTTON 



toi^pi hit preuis 30U for feloun. 
& god sone me wif resoun. 
for he is wi]> resoun goddis sone 
he pB,t his werk* to wirk was wone 
In ]>is werlde am I. commyn & sende 
pQ malice per-of for to amende, 
of his sande am I. commyn I.-wis 
& haldin he has me al for his 
IT pe haly writte lyes na wi3t 
quarsa can vnderstande hit n^t 
pe werk fat I. wirk in his name 
may na man ham wif resoun blame 
he fat in me wil truli trow, 
hit salle him tume to mykil prow 
& qua wille no^t traw atte I. telle, 
his herbagery sal be in helle. 
my fader is for-sof in me. 
& I. in him sal euer be. fnommin 
*XXTiJ) wordis squilk fai ware be- 
T T wif skille concluded & ovLer- 
pOTon pe hali writtes lare [commyn. 
was saide a thosande ^ere &mare p leaf 68] 
f ai cowd a-gayn him finde resoun nane 
als witles men f ai ware ilkane 
quat for to say f ai con na mare 
sorouful a-way f ai went & sare 
a-way f ai went wif menged mode 
& ihesua to pe temple ^ode. 
per he many chapmen fande 
diuerse marchandise chepande 
as men dos jet in tou?). 
per faire ia halden wif grete renoun. 
& moneyers faire money talde. 
faire ox cow & shepc f ai salde 
IT & ihe^us come in a tene. 
& oute he kest ham al bedene. 

FAIRFAX 



EXPOUNDED THE HOLT BOOKS OF A THOUSAND TEARS AGO ; THE JEWS 843 
i FIND NOTHING AGAINST HIH. CHRIST FOUND MERCHANTS IN THE TEMPLE. 



fn piones fe for felun, 14694 
le goddes son wid resun, 

68 wid rearm goddes sim 
; his werk wirke was won. 
werld am i comen and send, 
Bse ])ar-of forto mend. 14699 
sand am i comen, I-wiss, 
9 has me halden all for his. 

writt leies na wight, [ooL q 
h it ynderstand so right. 14703 
k ^at i wirke in his name, 
lan mar wid resun blame. 

in me wil treuli trou, 
lim turn to mekel prou ; 1 4707 
la wil noght trou ]>at i tell, 
elling stede sal last in helL 
sr es forsoth in me, 
in him sal ener be." 14711 
wordis snilk war ])ai binomin, 
lU conclused and ouercomen, 
^e hali writtes lare 14714 

d a thousand )ere and mare, 
im cuth ]7ai find resiin nane, 
chims feld he paim ilkane ; 
»rto sai pax can na mare, 14718 
ai went sorfiil and sare, 
ai Went wid menged mode, 
nwtofe temple ^ode. 
mani chapman fand 14722 
marchandis chepand, 

. . no gap in the MS,^ 
f pair kij, ]^air chepe ^aim said, 
onenrs ))air penis tald ; 
nu pat him war tene, 14728 
he keate paim all bidene, 
gOttingen 



J5U8 prouen je jou for feloun 
And I goddes son wi]> resonn 
He for Bope is goddes sone 
pat do]> his fadir werke in wone 
In to pia world was I sende 
pe males perof to amende 
Of his sonde am I comen I wis 
pat me holde^ al for his 
Holy writt lyej> nonjt 
who so coude hit vndirstonde onjt 
])e werke pat I worche in his name 
No man may bi resoun blame 
He pat wol trewely in me leue 
Muche shal hit be to his biheue 
Whoso wol not trowe pat I telle n'»i, bk] 
His dwellyng stud shal laste in helle 
My fadir soj^ely is in me 
And I in him euer shal be 
wif fese wordis were fei nomen 
Bi skil concluded & ouc^comen 
poMT^e pe holy writtes lore 
Was seide a fousande jeer bifore 
Ajeyn him fonde ]7ei resoun none 
As caitifs felde he hem vchone 
what to sey had ))ei no more 
Away J>ei went wif sorwe & sore 
|)ei went awey vrip menged mode 
And ikesv^ to pe temple he jode 
pere he mony chapmen fond 
Dyuerse marchaundise chepond 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
Oxen kyn & sheep pel soldo 
And pere fei her penyes tolde 
And ihe^ti^ at hem was tene 
And kest hem out al bi dene 

TWNITT 
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Bath best and bier vte he beft,^ p MS-ieU] 
Koght an o ]>am ]7ar-in he left 14731 
j)e moneurs for pair misgilt, 
fair hordes ouerkest, ^air penis spilt, 
fair setles pat ]7ai in can sete, 14734 
He kest fam dun vnder ])air fete. 
"Ne wald he neuer o ]>aim blin, 
Till all war vte ])at ^ar was in. 
Amang ^ir men fat i of tald, 1 4738 
War sume pat duues boght and said, 
Gains ^am he was ful kene Mid cms, 
" Dos yow," he said, " vte of mi hus, 
Mi has agh be, right resun, 14742 
Hus praier and of orisun. 
And yee mak it, wit-vten leue, [ool i] 
A to-draght o reuer and thefe." 14745 
H Qtien ^ai had pis sene, pe luus 
To blaken pan bigan ]>air brous, 
" Maister," said Jwd, " ferli thine vs 
QtMirfor pat we pe suffer ])us, 14749 
Quotkin thing can ^ou sai to 
Do, quar-for we suld fe bu 1 " 
Yr laue^'d iesus ])am gaf ansuar, 14752 
Bot ^ai wist neuer quat thing it bar. 
" ])ai feld ^is kirc dun to pe grund, 
I sal it rais in littel stund, 
I sal it rais, pe soth to sai, 14756 

Al hale wit-in pe thrid dai." 
pe luus him ansuard ])an wit ire, 
** NvL art )}ou ai a selcut sire. 
It es bot foU al ])i talking, 14760 

And als an inpossibile thing ; 
Quen salamon king, mast o blis, 
Had all J^at he wald efter wiche, 
In all his welth he was to wire, 
Fourti yeir abute pia kirc, 14765 

COTTON 



& alle pBAie stallis he ham refb 
no^t an of ham per-m he left 
pe moneyers for ])aire mysgilt 
pe hordes ouerkest ^e money spilt 
psare setis per )?ai in con sete 
he kest ham doun vnder paire fete 
ne walde he neuer on ham blin. 
til alle was oute atte per was in. 
IT a-mang per men |)at I of talde. 
ware sum atte dowues bo3t & sal(l 
agayne ham he was ful kene & crous 
do 30U he saide of my hous. 
my hous a^t be wi]) ri^t resoun. 
hous of prayer & orisoun. 
& )e make hit wi]H>uten leue 
a to-dra^t of reuer & theue. 

auen ^ai pia had sene p* iewes 
to blakkin pen be-gan ^air hrowt 
maister saide ^ai ferli pink* vs. 
quar-fore ])at we pe sufifre ^us. 
quatkin signe can ]>ou sais now. 
quar-fore we sulde pe fus bow. 
H our iheflu criste can onsquare 
bot ])ai wiste nojt quat signe hit bar 
3e felle pia kirk in litel stounde. 
I. salle hit rayse fra pe groimde. 
alle hale wi]>-in ^e ])rid day. 
I. salle hit rayse for-so]> to say. 
IT pe Iewes ansquared him wi)? ire 
now artow a selcou]) sire, 
hit is foly alle ]>i talking*. 
& alsqua an impossible J^ing* 
quen salaman king* mast of bHs. 
had alle ^at he walde ofter wisse 
In al his wel]) he was to wirk< 
xl. ^ero a-bout<e pia kirk* 

FAIRFAX 
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fit and bier vte he beft, 14730 
ine of |>aim J^arin he left. 
JUTS for Jair misgilt, 
des ouer-keisty ]^ir penis spilt, 
[is pai ]>ai gun in sette, 14734 
. paim dune vnder ^air fette. 
1 he neuer of J^aim blin, 
war vte pat pta was in. 
J»ir men fat i of tald, 14738 
im psit duues boght and said, 
im he was ful kene and crus, 
id, " dos ju vte of mi hus, 
8 an, be right resun, cif99,bk,ooL]] 
praier and of orisun, 14743 

it make, widvten leuo, 
aght of reuer and theue." 
ai had ])is sene, pQ iuus 
:en pon bigan ]>ar bruus, 
ir," said )>ai, "farli thine vs 
, we pe suffir pun, 14749 

in signs do can ])u, 
r we suld pe ])usgat bu 1 " 
rd lesus )?aim gaue ansuer, n^^,.^ 

ne wist quat y?iderstanding it 
le ]>is kirc dune to pe grand, 

raise in littel stound, 14755 
widin pe thrid dai, 

raise, pe soth to sai." 

p&D. ansuerd him wid ire, 
rt ]7u ai a selcuth sire, 14759 
ot foli all )^i talking, 
8 ane impossible J^ing ; 
alamon king, mast of blis, 
I pat he wald eftir wiss, 14763 
bis welth he was to wirk 
3ere aboute ]7is kirk, 

GdTTINOEN 



Bo])e biere he cast out & beest 

Lafte he noon meest nor leest 

pe chaungeours for pai gilt 

Her hordes ouer kest her penyes spilt 

Her seges pat ))ei Inne sete 

He kest hem doun vndir her fete 

Wolde he neuer of hem blyn 

Til al were oute ^t was ]>er In 

Among f o men pat I of tolde 

Were summe pat doufes boujte & solde 

A3e7n hem was he kene & crous 

And seide go]> out of my fadir hous 

Mi hous shulde be hi ri3t resoun 

Hous of preiere and orisoun 

And je hit make & pat me greues 

A den to reset inne penea 

IT whenne )^ei had pia sene pe iewes 

To blake ])0 bigan her brewes 

Maistir ]>ei seide wondir J^inke ys 

Why pat we pe sulTre f us 

What maner signs do con fow 

Wherfore we shulde J>e J>us bow 

Oure lord hem ^af fis vnswere 

But |)ei wist not what hit bare 

3if 3e piB temple felle to grounde 

I shal hit rise in litil stourade 

Al hodl wijinne J>o ])ridde day 

I shal hit reise pe soj^e to say 

pe iewes vnswered him wif ire 

Now art fou a selcoufe sire 

Hit is but foly fi talkyng 

And also impossible ])ing 

Whenne kyng Salomon in blis 

Had al pat he wolde haue I wis 

In al his wele he was to wirche 

Fourty ^eer aboute pia chirche 

TRINITY 
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COULD NOT PULL DOWN IN FORTY 1 " JESUS LEFT THEM, THEY HELD HIM A FOB. 



Til it was made als it es nu ; 14766 

And nu a gret selcut sais ^on, 

Do fell it dun and sij^en ]70U sal 

In thrin dais rais yp bal ! 

fat ar suld fourti yeir be past, 14770 

Ar ^ou had might it dun to cast/' 

Bot ])ai wist noght iesu en tent 

fat of his aun bodi he ment, 

To lat p&m stru it als ])ai did, 14774 

dais to rais it on )»d thrid. 



til hit was made as hit is now. 
& si])en a grete selcou^ sais ))ou. 
to felle hit douTi & si])en foxi sale, 
in iij. daies hit raise yp hale, 
^at ere sulde fourti ^ere be past, 
or ])ou had mijt hit doun to cast, 
bot ]7ai wiste no^t ihe^us entent. 
)»at of his body awen he ment. 
to late ham destroy as )>ai did. 
& for to rais hit ^e day J^rid. 



[The Jews plot against ChrisVs life!] 



IT Qt^^n iesus had said tis and mare, 
He left all his discipKs )»ar, 14777 
))ai left him ]>ar and went ]>ar wai, 
Mikel of him can ]>ai missal. 
For )»ai him held J^air ful fa, 14780 

" Qwa herd euer man," coth bai, " spec 

r I " 
Sum said, " ojer he es prophet, L^^* • 

Or crist him-self to man es bet ; 

Bot of a thing in weir ar we, 14784 

We wat fat ioseph sun es he. 

And f ai ar o kind o galilee, 

Bot crist bes noght o ]>at contre, 

Bot of a castell certainli 14788 

Qwar-of was bom f e king daui, 

J>at es J>e tun of bethleem, 

fe bok it wittnes for to tem. 14791 

Soth," said fai, " tU ofer J>an, ^J^iVi?* 

]>an es noght godd ])is ilk man, 

fat of bethleem kind es noght 14794 

Bot tan als theif, and to ded brogh[t]. 

He es wel knaun wit-in his kuith. 

His fader alsua his moder with 

O galilee ar bom and geten, 14798 

And als \at mai noght be for-geten^ 

COTTON 



IF quen \q iewes had saide ]>is & marc 

])ai left him wi)> his disciplis ])are. 

]>ai left him J^are & went a-way. 

mykil of him )>ai con missay. 

for ])ai him herde ))aire fulfa. 

qua herdi euer man quo]) ]^ai speke squa 

for certis he is a wise prophete. 

he is goddes sone we may wele wete 

bot of an fing* in were ar we. 

we wate atte Joseph sone is he. 

& ]7ai ar of a kinde of galilee. 

bot criste bes no3t of fat cuntre. 

bot of a castel certanly. 

quar-of was borne king* dauy. 

fat is f e toun of bethleem. 

f e boke is witnes for to teme. 

IT sof fai saide til of er fan. 

fen is god f is ilk man. 

nay fai saide hit helpis him no^t 

bot to f e dede he sal be brojt. 

he is wele knawen wif-in his kif . 

his fader alsqua his moder wif . 

of galilee is borne & geten. 

& fat may nojt be for-3eten. 

FAIRFAX 



BOira SAID HS WAS A PROPHET, OR CHRIST, BUT OTHERS OBJECTED THAT HE WAS OF 84 7 
OALILEBy AND THAT CHRIST MUST BM OF BSTHLEHEM j HIS KITH WERE WELL KNOWN. 



Till it was made als it es nu ; H766 

And nu a grete farli sais fu, 

Do fell it dune and 8iJ)en f\i sale 

In thre dais it vp rais all hale ! 

pea er sold fourti 3ere be past, 14770 

At pvL had might it dune to kast" 

Bot ))ai wist noght iesus entent 

fat of his auen bodi he ment, 

To lat J)am strni it als )»ai did, 14774 

And si])en raisid on pe dai thrid. 



Til hit was made as hit is now 
And now greet wondir seistow 
To felle hit doun wi)K)uten fere 
And in pre dajes vp to rere 
Bat furste wolde fourtj ^eer be past 
Ar ]^i my^t wolde hit doun cast 
But J)ei wist not ihesiu entent 
Bi his owne body he hit ment 
And late hem struje hit as J)ei did 
And he to rise on day pe pnd 



[The Jews plot against Chrisfs life,'] 



[Q]uen luus had said p\a and mare, 
poi left him and his disciplis ]»are, 
pQ\ left him ]»ar and went J)air way, 
Mekil on him gun ]»ai missaj. 14779 
For J)ai him held ]»air ful fa, [coL tj 
Andsaid, "quaherdeuer man spec sua !*' 
Sum said, " oujcr es he p?*ophete, 
Or crist himself to man es hete ; 
Bot a thing in were er we, 14784 

we wat pai ioseph sun es he, 
And ]>ai er of a kind of galile, 
Bot bes noght of J)at cuntre, 
Bot of a castell certaineli 14788 

Quar-of was born ^e king daui, 
pai es )}e tune of bethleem, 
p^ bok es wittenes forto tem. 
Soth," said Jai, " til ojer Jan, 14792 
)>an es godd ]>is ilke man, 
pai of bethleem kind es noght 
Be tane als thef, and to dede broght. 
He es wele knauen widin his kidh, 
Ilis fader alsua his moder wid 
Of galile cs bom and getin, 14798 
And sij)en it mai noght be for-getin, 

oOttinoen 



Whenne \hesus had seide p\a & more 

\>Q\ lafte him ri3t ))ore 

]}ei lafte him pere & went her wey 

Muche on him gon J)ei missej 

]}ei him helde her fulle fo 

And seide who herde euer mon seye so 

Somme seide oxuper is he prophete 

Or crist him self to mon ful sete 

But of o |)ing in were be we 

We woot pai loseps son is he 

]}ei are of a kynde of galile 

]}ere bi pai ilke cuntre 

Of a castel ben Jei certeynly 

Wher of was boren kyng dauy 

\>Q toun of bethleem ]>at es [i«af mj 

Jje book peroi beref witenes 

Somme seide to oper^ J)on 

]}enne is good p\a ilke mon 

]>ai of bethleem kynde is nou3t 

Be taken and to deje brou3t 

He is knowen in his Isip 

His fadir & his modir wi]> 

Of galile is he bom <& gcten 

And so p\& may not be for^eten 

TRINITY 



848 MEN STOOD IN WONDER AT OHBIBT'S ORAOB ; SOLOMON IN ALL HIS BLISS WAS 
NOT LIKE HIM, FOB HE WAS TAUGHT THE LAW, BUT THIS MAN HAS NEVER LEARNED IT, 



Hu openli and for-wit all 14800 

He dos him godd sun to call. 
pQ folk es foles, pat es wel sene, 
pat rises pxia wit him sa clene." 14803 
(^uen seand men him herd and sagh, 
Of him p&m stod selcut gret agh. 
And said, " fast es he throd and thriuen, 
And mikel grace ai es him giuen ; 
Salamon in al his hlis, 14808 

Had he na happ al suilk als his. 
For til him was pe lai bi-taght, 
pat he him thorn lering laght ; 14811 
Ke prophetes nan sa wiss pat ware, 
pat pai ne o man had sum-kin lare ; 
£ot ))iB man, sin he come in werld, 
suOk a-no]>er man neue?* herd, 
pat neuer o man was lered pe lau. 
And gain him mai be na gain-sau ; 
In lus hert es al puruaid, 14818 

(^uai he wil sai pat thing es said. 
Leue we him he vs has for-commen, 
Lang or he for vs be nummen, 14821 
For poi he riche be noght his frendes, 
^e fauer all wit him it wendes.'' 
IF ]>an come )>ai to pe phariseus. 
Of all ]>ai war pe maister schreus. 
And }>ai ))am asked son in hij, 14826 
^* (^uar es he pat godds enemy ? 
Ha yee him ]>an ? ** ))ai said nai. 
" And qt*ar-for sent we yow," coth fai, 
" Bot for to tak him if yee moghtl" 
'' Bot gains him mai we do noght. 
He has vs wonnen wit maistri, 14832 
And we sal sceu yow sckil for-qui. 
For suilk a man, wit-vten wene, 
Was neuer in erth ne herd ne senc, 

COTTON 



how openly be-for us alle. 

he dos him goddes sone to calle. 

alle pia cuntree pai is wele sene 

nses wij) him quite & clene. 

IT quen men ihesu. hen) & sagh 

of him ham stode grete agh. 

& saide )>is man is wele ))riuen. 

& mykil grace is him gyuen. 

salamon in alje lus blisse [i«af n, teck] 

had he na hap as he ]>is. 

& 3et pe lagh til him was ta3t. 

]»at he him-self )K)rou lerning* la3t. 

ne pe prophetis sa wise ))at ware 

at ne ^ai of man had sum lare. 

bot pia man sin he come in werde 

of suche a-noper neuer I. herde 

]^at neuer of man lerede lagh 

& nane man may him gaine-sagh. 

in lus hert is alle puruayde. 

quat he willo say. ^at ping^ is saide 

certanli bot he be dede 

ouer alle pis lande his lagh wil sprede 

for if pe riche be no3t his frendis. 

pe pouer vrip wil al wif him wendis 

1«%en come ))ai to pe pharaseus. 

-* in selcou]) maner |)en saide he f us. 

]»ai ham asked sone in hy. 

quare is he ]>at goddis enmy. 

haue 30 him tane ^ai saide nay. 

& quar-fore sends we 30U quop paL 

bot for to take him if we mo3t 

& agayms him we may do no3t. 

he has wonnin us wi]> maistri. 

& we salle shew 30U^ skile for quy. 

for suche a man wi]K)uten wene 

was neuer 3et herde ne sene. D liim oh^.] 

FAIRFAX 



TET NO ONE MAT OAlNSAT Hllff. IF THE RIOH ARE NOT, THE POOR ARE HIS 849 
FRIENDS. THOSE SENT BY THE PHARISEES TO TAKE HIM WERE WON OVER BY HIM. 



Hu opinli and forwid all 14800 

He do6 him goddes sun to call 
fe folk er foles, fat er sene, 
fat nsis pua wid him sua clene/' 
Qaen seand men herd of him arid sau, 
Of himstod ]>aiinfal mekil au, rthnuen 
And saidy ''fast es he throdd a[n]d 
And mekil grace nu es him giuen ; 
King salamon in all his bhs, 14808 
Had neu^ suilk hap als he )>is, 
For til him was pe lay bitaght, 
pat he himself thoru lering laght ; 
Ke pe prophetes sua wise pat ware, 
pat ^ ne of man had sumkin lare ; 
Bot pis man syden he comen in world. 
Of suilk smoper man he neuer herd, 
pat neuer of man was lerd ^e lau, 
And gain him mai be no gain-sau ; 
In his hert es all puruaid, [if loo, ooi. i] 
Quat he will sai pat thing es said. 
Leue we him has ys ouercomn, 1 4820 
Lang ar he for vs be nomen, 
For if pe riche be noght his freindes, 
pe pouer wid wile al wid him wendes." 
[)»]an come ]>ai to ]>e phariseus, 14824 
Of all )Md war pe mast schreus, 
And psim pon askid sods in h\j, 
** Quat es he pat goddes enemi ? 
Haue 3e him tane ? " ]»ai said nai. 
" And quarfor send we 3U," coth fay, 
" Bot forto take him if je moght 1 " 
** Bot gaines him mai we do noght. 
He has ys wonne wid maistri, 14832 
And we sal schau ju skil forqui, 
For suilk a man, widvten wene, 
was neaer in erd herd ne sene, 14835 
64 gOttingen 



Openly bifom vs alle 
He do]> him goddes son to calle 
Oure folke ben foles pat is sene 
J)at rise )7U8 wi]> him hi dene 
Whenne men of him herde & saws 
Of him stood ]»ei muchel awe 
And seide fast is he pryuen 
And muchel grace is him 3yuen 
Kyng Salomon in al his blis 
Had neuer suche happ as he pia 
For to hi?n was pe lawe bitau3t 
pat he him self hi lemyng lau^t 
Nor pe prophetes wise pat wore 
3itt f ei of summon hadden lore 
But pia mon si)) he coom in wcrd 
Of suche anofer neuer we herd 
\)at neuer of mon lemed he lawe 
And to biiR is pere no jeynsawe 
In his herte is al purueide 
What he wol saye hit is seide 
3eme ha]> he vs ouer comen 
Longe ar he for vs be nomen 
For J)0U3e pe riche be not his frendes 
pe pore wif wille wij> him wendes 
IT penne coom ]>ei to pe phariseus 
Of alle were f ei moost shrewus 
And J>o f ei asked hem on by 
What is he fat goddes enemy 
Haue ^e him take fei seide nay 
Wherfore sende we 30U quod fay 
But to take him if 3e mou3t 
A3eyn him may we do nou3t 
He haf vs wonne wif maisitry 
Whe wol shewe 30U skil why 
Suche a mon wif outen wene 
Was neuer in erfe herde nor sene 

TRINITY 



850 THE PHARISEES LAMENT THAT JESUS WILL RUIN THEK. THEN NIC0DEMU8, 
JESUS* FRIEND, SATS THAT NO MAN OUGHT TO BE TAKEN WITHOUT JUDGMENT, 



Again his word mai naman strijf, 

O resun be he neuer sa rijf." 14837 

" Alias ! nu has he yow scent, [cot 2] 

Quefer ani of vrs be til him went, 

Qiier he haf suiken wit his art, 

Ani lauerding apon vr part, 1 4841 

We sari men, quat mai wee sai, 

Ne knau we noght }>e writen lai, 

yia ilk man sal do vs scend." 

fan said an ))at was his frcnd, 1 4845 

Hight nichodem, was sent in saand, 

Ful gem in sell wald he ]>am fand, 

' ' Me think, lauerdinge^, )7at thorn vr lau 

fat i for me to warand drau, 14849 

Wit-vten dome nan aght be slan, 

Ar he wit plight mai be onertan. 

For if pat jee graitli will lok, 14852 

Yee sal find writen in your boke, 

If ani man war tan for oght 

He suld be for iustijs be broght. 

And if it war sli mancr wite, 14856 

fat he }>ar-of ne moght him quite, 

]7an his dome men suld him giue, 

Oi}>er for to dei or line." 

"Wit him fou halds als we se, 14860 

For yee bath er born o galilee, 

Bot we find writen naur-quar 

fat vr crist suld be bom far, 

Bot o bethleem, o dauid kind, 14864 

fis es fe soth fat yee sal find." 

f ai went f am ham, all fat sith, 

Bath wrath, waful, and vn-blith. 

IT Strangli was fis folk felun, 14868 

O littel wijt, pour resun, 

Bitaght al to fe wifer-win. 

Was nedder nan o mar wenim ; 14871 

COTTON 



a-gayne his worde may na man striue 

of resoun be he neuer sa rife 

alias now has he ^ou shent 

quef er ani of oures be wif him went. 

quef er he has squikin wif his art. 

any lording* of our part. 

we sary men quat may we say 

ne knaw 30 no3t f e writen lay. 

JUS fai saide we salle him shende. 

& fen saide an fat was his frende. 

hijt Nichodeme was sende wif sande 

ful 3ome wif skile walde he ham fand 

IT me fink lordingzi^ bi jour sagh. 

a feble counsail 30 do to dragh. 

wif-outen dome may nane be slayne 

or he wif gilt be ouer-tane. 

for if fat 30 graydeli wil loke 

30 sal finde writen in 3our boke. 

if any man ware tane for 03t. 

he sulde be-for Justice be bro3t. 

& if hit ware a wrange wite 

quar-of he mujt him a-quite. 

f er his dome men sulde him giue 

aufer to deye or to Hue. 

V qwof an f ou balder wif him we se, 

for 3e ar baf of galilee. 

bot we finde writen naure-quare 

fat our criste sulde be home fare. 

bot of bedeleem dauid kinde. 

fis is f e sof fat 3e sal finde. 

fai went ham hame at fat sif e. 

baf wraf waful & vn-blif . 

Strangeli was fis folk felouw. 
of litel witte of pouer resoun. 
be-tajt to f e feinde alle & sum. 
ne nedder nane of mare venu?/), 

FAIRFAX 



THAT JU8TI0B MUST BE DONB HDf, EITHER TO ACQUIT OR TO JUDGE HIM. 851 
THET OAKNOT FIND THAT HE IS OHRIST^ AND GO HOME WOEFUL AND SAD. 



Againes his word mai no man striue, 
Be he nener of resun sua riue." 14837 
*' Alias ! nu has he 3a bischent, 
Quef er ani of vres be til him went, 
Qaeper he haue swiken wid his art, 
Ani lauerding apon vr part, 14841 
we sari men, quat moi we sai, 
Ke knaa w« noght ]>e wreten lay, 
pia ilk man sal do vs schend." 
^an said ane ]>at was his freind, 14845 
Hight nichodeme, was sent his saand, 
Fol fast wid skil wold he ]>aim faand, 
'' Me thine, lauerdinges, ]>at thorn pe 
fat i for me to warand drau, L^^ 
widyten dome nane an be slain, 14850 
Ar he wid plight mai be oue7*tain. 
For if pat je graithli will loke, 
36 sal it find written in vr boke. 
If ani man war tane for oght 14854 
He suld bifor lustis be broght, 
And if it war sli man^ of witt, [eoi. t] 
pat he ^ar-of ne might him quitt, 
f&n. his dome men suld him giue, 
Forto die or for to line." 14859 

** wid him }>u haldes als we se. 
For 3e er bath of galile, 
Bot we find writen noufer quar 
pat vr crist suld bom be ]>ar, 14863 
Bot of bethlem, of dauid kind, 
J)is es soth als 3e sal find/' 
))ai went ]>aim hame, all pat sith, 
wrath, waful, and vnblith. 14867 

[S]trangli was pia folk felun. 
Of littel witt and pouer resun, 
Bitaght all to ))e witherwine, 14870 
Ke nedder mare none of yenime ; 

gOttingen 



A3eyn his word may noon stryue 

Be he of resoun neu^r so ryue 

Alas pel seide hap he 30U shent 

"Wher any of oures be to him went 

Wher he haue giled wi]> his art 

Any lordyng of oure part 

We sory men what may we say 

Knowe we not J^e writen lay 

])is ilke mon wol vs shende 

pemie seide oon was his &ende 

Kichodeme bi name hi3t 

He spake & seide for ihd^u n)t 

Me )>iiike]^ lordes bi pe lawe 

p&t I for me to warant drawe 

Wi}>outen dome shal noon dede be 

And but in synne take were he 

If }>at 3e redili wol loke 

We shul hit fynde writen in boke 

If any mon were taken for ou3t 

He shulde bifore iustice be brou3t 

And if hit were suche a wite 

pat he mi3t not him of quyte 

penne shulde men his doome 3yue 

For to de3e or for to lyue 

Wi]> him holdestou ]>ei seide we se 

For 3e are bo))e of galile 

But we may fynde hit nowhere 

pat oure crist shulde be bom pete 

But of bethleem of dauid kynde 

])is is soo]> as 3e shul fynde 

J)ei went hoom at ^at si]»e 

In wraf fe & woo ful vnblife 

Strongely was piB folk feloun 

Of litil witt wi]70uten resoun 

Bitau3te to ^e fend grim cieafM^baek] 

Noon edder more ful of venym 

TRINITY 



852 THB JEWS DID NOT DNDEBSTAND WHO HE WAS THAT WAS 80 GOOD TO ALL ; 
HE LOVED THEM MUCH, BUT THET WERE ABOUT TO BUIN HIM. 



wicked wil of iuel mode, 14872 
A-gain J'air aun flesche and blode. 
Quat he was ))ai noght vnderstode, 
fat wijt to men gaf fat war wode, 
Til aU Jje nedi did he gode, 14876 
And to fair folk fand ferli fode ; 
Bot all for noght enent him stode. 
Til ]}ai at end him did on rode. 
fai had leuer se find of hell, 1 4880 
]7an him bituix ))am forto duell. 
Fill mikel [au] f ai fat lauerd luue, 
fat sua wald cum for fair be-houe ; 
He folus f aim and f ai him fie, {\t9i, coi. 13 
Ne wald f ai neuer opon him se, 
Suetli he wald f am drau him to. 
And fai ar abute at him for-do. 14887 
Bot had fai selines on sene, 
Pul blith of his sight had fai bene, 
And wirscip him wit hand and fote, 
fat sua be bom wald for fair bote. 
He luued faim in his hert rote, 14892 
Bot fair luue es noght to mote, 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
And noght for-fi for wel na wa 14896 
Fra nu wil he noght fle f am fra, 
Bot stabili bi-tuix faim lend, 
Til prophecies war broght til end, 
Til he was naild on fat tre. 14900 
We ilk dai of sample se, 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 

Of his passion fat was sa herd, 14904 

fat yee sal here fra nu forward. 

He wil him bandun nu far-till, 

Ful freli wit his aun wil, 14907 

OOTTON 



of wikked wille of euel mode, 
a-gayne f aire awen flesshe & blode 
quat he was i nojt fai vnderstode 
fat witte to man gaf fat ware gode 
til alle f e nedy dide he gode. 
& to his folk sande ferli fode. 
bot alle for no3t in-stide him stode. 
fai ordent him to hange on rode, 
fai had leyuer se f e fende of helle 
fan him a-mang* ham for to dwelle 
IT ful mikil ham a^t fat lorde loue 
fat squa walde come for faire be-houe 
he folowes ham & fai him fle. 
ne walde fai noner a-pon him se. 
squeteli walde he ham dragh him to. 
& fai ar a-boute atte him for-do 
mu3t fai wif grace him haue sene 
ful blif of his si3t had fai bene. 
& worshepe him wif hand & fote 
fat squa be borne walde for faire bote 
he loued ham as his hert rote, 
bot of faire loue is nojt to mote. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
& no3t for-fi for wele ne wa. 
fra now wil he no3t fle ham fra. 
bot stabely now among* ham lend a 
tille f e prophecy be bro3t til ende. 
til he was nay led a-pon a tre 
ilk* day ensaumple may we se. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
of his passion fat is sa harde 
fat 3e sal here now forf warde 
he wil him baundoun now f cr-tille 
hertli wif his awen wille. 

FAIBFAX 



HAD THET SEEN HIS HOLINESS THET ITUST HAVE REJOIOED, BUT THET HATED 853 
HIM LIKE DEATH : HE FLED THEM NO MORE, AND THE PROPHEOIES WERE FULFILLED. 



Of wicked will and euil mode, 14872 
Again pair auen fless and blode. 
Quat he was, uogbt pai vnderstod, 
fat witt gaue to men pat war wod, 
Till aU >e nedi did he gode, U876 
And tille fair folk fand farli fode ; 
Bot all for noght enent him stod, 
Till )»ai at end him did on rod. 14879 
fai had leaer se fe fend of helle, 
faxL him bituiz ))aim for to duelle. 
Ful mekil au ))ai fat lauerd luue^ 
fat sua wald cum for fair bihoue ; 
He folns favn and ))ai him fle, 14884 
Ne wald ]>ai neuer apon him se, 
Suetli wald he faim draa him to, 
And ))ai er abate at him for-do. 14887 
Bot had sele on faim bene sene, 
Ful blith of him ]7an had ]>ai bene. 
And worschipd him wid hande & fote, 
fat sua wald be bom for J^air bote. 
He luued ^aim in his herte rote, 
Bot of )»air luue es noght to mote, 
For Jai him hated als fe dede, gj i^» ^ 
Ful ilhaile tok ))ai fat rede, 14895 
And ne forfi for wele ne wa, 
Fra nu wil he noght fle bairn fra, 
Bot stabilli bituix J^aim lend, 14898 
Till pwphecis be broght till end. 
Till he was nailid on fat ilk tro 
we ilk dai sample of se. 14901 

]»tt broght YS vte of wa and pine, 
Of handis of vr witherwine, 
And of his passiun sua harde, 14904 
fat je sal here nu forward ; 
He wlL him bandun nu faim till, 
Ful freli wid his auen will, 14907 

gOttingbn 



Of wickede wille & euel mode 
Ajeyn her owne flesshe & blode 

[ 

fio gap in Trinity MS. ; the Laud MS, 
wants lines 14782 — 14960 ; two leaves 

torn out ] 

pei wolde not leue for his gode dede 
Til ]>ei had made his sides blede 
Leuer had ))ei se fe fend of helle 
J)en him amonges hem to dwelle 
Muchel au3te }>ei fat lord to loue 
fat so wolde com for her bihoue 
He folewef hem & }>ei him fle 
Wolde fei neu^r on him se 
Fayn wolde he drawe hem to 
And )>ei aboute him to for do 
But had sele on hem ben sene 
Glad of him had ]7ci bene 
And serued him wif honde & fote 
\)at wolde be bom to her bote 
He loued hem longe in his hert 
J3ei quyt him euer wij) vnquert 
J)ei him hated to fe dede 
In euel tyme toke f ei fat rede 
Fro fat tyme for wele nor wo 
Wolde not ihesus fle hem fro 
But stably wol wif hem lende 
Til prophecies han her ende 
j)at he were nayled on fat tre 
pat vche day we saumple se 
pat brou^te vs oute of peynes bondes 
Fro oure enemyes hondes 
And to his possioun fat was hard 
As 3e may heren aftirward 
He wolde him bowe f o faille 
Frely of his owne wille 

TRINITY 



854 THB TIME IS NEAR FOB CHRIST TO SUFFER, m SPEAKING OF THAT RICH 
RANSOM AND OF THB ROOD, WE MUST ENLARGE OUR RIME INTO LONGER FORM« 



For he pe time sais command nei, 
fax he for mans kind wil dei, 14909 

[ .• • • • 

. . . , no gap in the MS,] 

He wil him all ynbiden bede, 14912 

For fast it neghes to ))e nede 

For his to suffor passion. 

'FoT'pi to spek of pat ranscon 14915 

fat richer es p&u erth and henen, 

Or oght p&t mans moth mai neuen, 

[ 



for he pe time sese comande neye Deaf 09] 
pat he for mannis-kinde wille dey. 

[ • • • • 

no gap in the MS.] 

he wille him al vnbidden bede 
for fast hit drawes to pe nede. 
for his to suffre passiourz. 
for-))i to speke of ))at raunsourz. 
pat riccher is ]>an erp & heyuen. 
or 03t }>at mannis mou)) may neyuew. 

[ 



no gap in the MS.] 

£s resiin pai wee yr rime mme, 
And set fra nu langer bastune. 14923 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Crist and his moder do me to spede I 
f at vn-worthi es for to rede, 14927 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

pai i it rede wit sli louing 

I mai it wel to ending bring. 14931 

[ 



no gap in the MS,] 



no gap in the MS.] 

for-f i in rime wille we rouw. 

& sette fra now langer bastou;i. 

In worshepe of him fat dyed for mon 

amende our rime If I. con. 

criste & his moder lene me spede 

fat I vn-worfi am to rede 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

fat I. hit rede wif suche louing< 
I. may hit wele til ending* bring*, 
to louing* of god & hali-kirk*. 
& to mannis note to wirk*. 




he^uswenttoieru^alem. passionn 

of iheflU 
Crist. 



[Chriafa Entry into Jerusalem, and the Last Supper.] 

'esus went tilward ierusalem "^1 

Gan[g]and on his fete, 14938 ■ gaand on his fete. 

And com he til a littel hill I & come he til a litel hil. 

Man calles mont oliuete. M men callis hit mount oliuete 

8ez dais forwit pask-dai Sex ni3t6« be-fore pask-day. cu«af6»,ooi.tj 

Wit his he went pe strete, 14942 wif his he went in strete 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



CHRIST AND HIS MOTHEB SPEED ME ! AND GIVE MK WIT, WILL, AND SPACE 855 
TO MAKE IT TO THE PRAISE OF GOD AND THE USE OF MAN. 



For he seis pe time comand neie, 
fat he for manes-kind wil deie, 14909 
To bi J>aim vte of fair wa, 
Fra weild of pe feind, ))air fa. 
He will him all Tnbidden bede, 
For fast it draos te )>e nede 
For his to suffir passiun. 14914 

For-]»i to speke of pat ransum 
)>at richer es pan erd or heuene, [eoi. t] 
Or all pat manes witt mai neuene, 
For-]»i me think pat nu es gode 14918 
pat we speke sumquat of pe rode. 
And alsoa of pat ranssuning, . 
pat for TS gaf iesus, heuene king. 
And resnn es we vr rime rume, 
And set fra nu langer bastune. 14923 

[ 



He say pe tyme comynge ne3e 
Jjat he for monkynde wolde deje 
To bie hem out of her care 
pat wi}> pG fend dwellynge ware 
He wolde hem vnbynde in dede 
For him povL^tQ hit was nede 
For to suffere peynes grym 
Monnes soule to haue to him 

[ 



no gap in tJte MS.] 

Crist and his moj^er do me spede ! 

J)at i vnworthi es to rede, 14927 

And of his will me send his grace, 

Of witt and will, and paT-to space, 

pat i it rede wid sli lu[a]ing 

I mai it wele till end bring. 

To lu[u]ing of god and halikirke, 

To manes note als forto wirke.^ 14933 

[ChrUfs Entry into Jeniaalem, and 
the Last Supper,] 

\]L\eim8 went tillward ierusalem 

gangand apon his fete, 14938 

And he come till a littil hill 

men clepia mont oliuete. 
Sex dais forwid pask-dai 

wid his he went pat strete, 14942 

06TTINGBN 

[1 Tht next 14 Itares of tht QOtttngm MS. (and 18 Imtm of the Trinity MS.) are written In one column of long 

Unet : the linea are here diTided, each Into two.] 



. no gap in the MS,] 
F pt passioun speke we here 
How he VB bon3te ihe^ dere 
Seoundxun enangeliu;/! 

Ihesus went towardes lexuaa- 
goinge vp on his fete L^^^ • 

Ande he coom to a litil by lie : 
men clepef hit olyuete. 
Six dayes bifore paske : 
WttA his he went pat strete 

TRINITY 




856 CHRIST ON MOUNT OLIVET REPROVSS THE JEWS FOR THEIR INGRATITUDE; 
HIS LABOUR IS FOR NOUGHT, AND NOW IS THE TIME TEULT HE MUST DIE. 



Til his discipHs fat he ledd 14943 

Sli wordes spak he suete : 

" Wat yee brejjer qui," he said, 

** I weind again sua snell ) 14946 

Herkens nu and ynderstandes, 

fe sothe i sal yow tell. 

Yon lues ar, wel wat yee it, [eoi. 2] 

A folk selcuth fell, 14950 

Jai wil me nener luue, i-wiss, 

For thing i mai ]?azn tell. 

V For luue or agh ne for na thing 
])at i for fam ha wroght, 14954 

Wit mani selcut, als yee haf herd. 

And wit sothfastmes soght. 
Bot al mi suinc nu es it sua, 

Standes me for noght, 14958 

fe time es nu man sun sal dei, 

And mans kind be boght 
IT To yon castel ga yee," he said, 

" Yee se again yow stand, 14962 
yan sal yee find an ass beist 

Wit hir fole dun in band. 
Gais fotte hir me, if animan 

Lais apon yow hand 14966 

To lette yow, ye sai yee haf 

)>e lauerd to your warand. 

V A moder ass yee sal ))ar find. 

And yee hir sal vn-do 14970 

Yte of hir band ; if animan 

Askes yow quar-to, 
Yee sai to ])am pe lauerd has 

Wit J>am for to do. 14974 

And sal naman yow sai bot god. 

Je sted es yonder, lo ! " 

V Son ))ar went disciplis tua 

Ynto fe said castel, 14978 

COTTON 



Til his disciplis atte he led 

suche wordes spak* he squete 
IF wate 3e brefer quy he saide 

I weinde a-gayne sa snelle 
herkenis now & vnderstande 

))e so)> L salle jou telle, 
jone iewes ar ^e wate wele 

folk ful selcou]) felle 
fai wil me neuer loue L-wisse 
for }>ing* I. may ham telle 
IF for loue ne agh ne for signe 
]»at I. for ham haue wro3t. 
wi]> many selcouj^es as je haue sene 
& wi]> softnes ham sojt. 
bot alle my squink now is hit squa 
hit standis me for no^t. 
fe time is now ))at I. sal dey. 
& mannis kinde be bo3t. 
If To 3one castel 3e ga he saide. 
3e se agayne 30U stande. 
fer sal 3e finde an asse beste 
wif hir fole done in bande. 
ga focche hir me if any man. 
lays a-pon hir hande 
to lette 30U 36 say 36 haue 
criste to 30ure warande. 
V a moder asse 3e sal per finde. 
& 30 hir salle vn-do. 
out of lande if any man. 
askis 30U quar-to. 
3e say to ham 3our ^ lorde has. 
wif hir now for to do. [}us.p9oriff.2 
& sal na man 30U say bot gode 
pe stode is 3onder lo. 
If Sone )7ar went disciplis twa. {}tm, bki 
in-to ]>is saide castel. 

FAIRFAX 



HE BIDS HIS DISCIPLES 00 TO A CASTLE, WHERE THET WILL FIND AN ASS 857 
WITH A FOAL, TO FETCH IT, AND IF QUESTIONED TO SAY THE LORD NEEDS IT. 



TiU his desciplis pat he ledd 14943 

sli wordis spak he suete : 
" [Q]uat ^e mi brejer qui," he said, 

*' i wend again so snell ) 1 4946 
Herkens nu and vnderstand, 

fe soth i sal ju tell. 
3on iuos er, wele wat it 36, 

a folke selcuthli fell, 1 4950 

fai will me neuer luue, i wiss, 

for ]>ing i mai paim tell. 
For luoe ne au ne for na signe, 

)>at i for poim haue wroght, 1 4954 
wid mani selcuth, als 3e haue sene, 

and wid softenes ))aim soght. 
Bot all mi suink nu es it sua, 

standes me for noght, 14958 

]7e time es nu manes sune sal del, 

and mannes kind be boght. 
[T]o yon castel," he said, " 30 ga 

36 se again 3U stande, 14962 

far sal 3e find ane asse best 

wid hir fole done in bande. 
Gas fet hir me, if ani man 

lais apon 3U hande, 14966 

To lett 3U, 3e sai 3e haue 

fe lauerd to 3ur warande. 
[A] mo]>er asse 3e fare find, Oaf 101] 

and 3e hir sal vndo 14970 

vte of band ; and if pat ani 

man askes pn quarto, 
3e sai psdm pe lauerd haues 

nu wid faim forto do, 14974 

And sal no man 3U sai bot god. 

pe stede es yonf^r, lo ! " 
[S]one pax went desciplis tua 

ynto pis said castele, 14978 

gOttinoen 



To his disciples pat he lad : 

pea wordes spak he swete 

V Wite 36 bref^ whi he seide : 

I wende a3eyn so snelle 

Heref now & vndirstonde : 

pe Bope I wol 30U telle. 

peae iewes ben 3e hit knowen : 

And folke wondir felle. 

J)ei wol me neuer leue I wis : 

for nou3t pat 1 hem spelle. 

IF For loue nor awe ny for no signe : 

J)at I for hem haue wrou3t. 

WiJ) mony signes 3e haue sene : 

pat 1 haue on hem 80U3t. 

But al my trauaile now I se : 

stonde]) me for nou3t. 

Now tyme is monnes son to de3e : 

And monnes kynde to be bou3te 

IT To pat castel he seide 3e go : 

30 seen a3eyn 30U stonde. 

pere shul 30 fynde an asse beest : 

wif hir fole done in bonde 

Gof & fecche hir me if any mon : 

leye vp on 30U honde. 

To lette 30U say pat ^e haue : 

pe lord to 3oure waronde. 

IF pe meke asse pat 30 pere fynde : 

Soone fat 36 hir vndo. 

Out of hir bonde if any : 

aske 30U whor to. 

Sey pat 30ure lord haf : 

wtt/i hem for to do. 

^ And shal no mon 30U saye but good : 

pe place is 3onder lo [> imtos] 

IF Soone per went disciples two : 

to pat same castel 

TRINITY 



858 THE ASS WAS BROUGHT WITHOUT EITHER SADDLE OR PANEL. CHRIST TELLS HIS 
FRIENDS HE MUST GO TO THE TOWN, AND BE DOOMED TO DBATH, WITHOUT FAULT. 



Banden ]>at ]>ai BOghi yia ass 14979 

)>ai fand bi a postol. 
Broght J)ai no)}er on hir bak 

Na sadel ne panel 14982 

To ]>air lauerd was no]7er cledd 

Wit silk ne yeitt cendel. 

V " Mi freindes," said he, " wat yee qui 
I wend nu to }>e tun 1 14986 

\>e soth to wijt, i sal yow scan 

Al mi. pWue resun, 
))e tim es comen nu )Kzt i sal 

Suffur mi passiun, 14990 

))e fest es nu, mismay yow uoght, 

Bot mas mi riding bun. 
% Nu," he said, " sal wo7nman son 

^ In mans hand be laght, 14994 
fai sal him tak and deme to ded 

Wit-vten ani saght. [^ i«af ss, \mek, ool 13 
And wit tresun him do on tre, 

Als it es forwit taght, 14998 

He sal be ded, bot rise he sal 

Wit-in J>e thrid naght." 

V ]>ai kest ]>air clothes on J^is ass 
And did him )>ar-on sett ; 15002 

Son it ras pe word }>at he 

Was command bi pe strete. 
fe folk^at comen was to pe fest, 

Almast for ioi J^ai grette, 15006 
pQ simple folk al J)e tun 

]>ai went him for to mete. 
IF Wit alle pe mirthes fat }>ai moght 

Darworthli fai him gett, 15010 
Wit harp sltuH pipe, ancihom And trump, 

J>e strette f ai him vmsette. 
Aid and yong, bath less and mare. 

Wit a word alle him grett, 15014 

COTTON 



bunden atte ))ai S03t pia asse 

]7ai fande be a postel. 

brojt ]^ai neiuper on hir bak* 

sadel ne 3ette panel. 

to ))aire lorde was nsmper cledde 

in silk ne i7» sendel. 

My freindes he saide quate je quy 
I. wende vn-to J)is toun. 
pe so)) to wete I. salle 30U shawe 
al my priuey resoun. 
pQ time is commyn pat I. sale 
sufi&e my passioun. 
pe fest is now drede 30U no3t, 
bot makis 30U redy boun. 
IF now he saide sal womman sone 
in mannis hande be la3t. 
))ai salle him alle deme to dede. 
wiJ>-outen any 8a3t. 
& wi}) tresoun him do on tree 
as hit be-fore is ta3t 
he sal be dede bot rise ho sallo 
wif-in pe J)rid na3t. 
1«%ai keste J'aire clajjis on ]7is asse. 
-* & dide ham per-on site, 
sone hit ras pe worde I'at ho 
was comande bi pe strete. 
pe folk was commyn to pe feste 
al-maste for ioy dide greto. 
pe simple folk of pe toun. 
)>ai went him for to mete. 
V mp harp & pipe & home & trump, 
his way J)ai him vmbeset 
aide & 3onge lesse & mare 
wij) a worde |)ai him gret. 
welcome sauiour lange has po\x bene 
al sal ]»orou pe be bet 

FAIRFAX 



BUT HE SHALL RISE ON THE THIBD NIGHT. HE RODE ON THE ASS, AND THE 859 
PEOPLE WHEN THBT SAW HIM COMING WENT, OLD AND TOUNG, TO MEET HIM. 



pis asse ]»ai soght ]»ai fand 14979 

bunden bi a postele. 
Broght yai nonfer on hir bac 

sadil ne jeit panele 14982 

To )^air lao^rd fai nouper was 

cledd wid silk ne cendele. 
" [M]i freindes," he said, " wat je qui 

i weind na to piB ton ? 1 4986 

pe soth to witt, i sail ^u schau 

all mi preue resun. 
pe time es comen peA i sal 

soffire mi passiun, 14990 

pe feste es no, mismaj yi noght, 

bot makis mi riding bune. 
[J)]ou," he said, " sal womman sun 

in mannes hand be laght, 14994 
p& sal him take and deme to dede 

widvten ani saght. 
And wid tresun him do on tre, 

als it es forwid taght, 14998 

He sal be dede, and rise he sal 

wid-in pe thrid naght." 
[]>]ai keist pair clathes on J^is asse, 

and did him pai-on to sitte; 15002 * 
Sone it ras pe worde pat he 

was comand bi pe strete. 
pe folk was comen to pe fest, 

almast for ioy pal grete, 15006 

pe simple folke of pe tun 

)»ai went him forto mete. 
[W]id all pe mirthes )7at ]>ai moght 

derworthli ]>ai him mete, 15010 
Wid harp and pipe, horn and trump, 

pe wai paim him vmsete. 
Aid and ^ung, bath lesse and mare, 

wid ai word )7ai him grette^ 15014 
oOttingbn 



pia asse ]>ei sou3te & fonde hir bowide : 
bi a post ful snel 
Broujte }>ei noxxper on hir bak : 
Sadel nou]}^* panel 
To her lord pat )>o was clad : 
nouper in silke nj sendel 
IF My frendes he seide wite je why : 
I wende now to pia tonn 
pe so]7e now shul je know6 : 
Al my pnue resoun 
pe tyme is comen pat I shal now : 
sufire my passioun 
pe feest is comen demaye 30U not : 
but make]? my riding boun 
IT Now he seide shal wommannes son : 
in monies honde be caujt 
\)ei shul him take & deme to de3e : 
wi}>outen any saujt 
And vnp tresoun him done on tre : 
As hit bifore was tau^t 
He shal be dede & rise also : 
yripinne pe J)ridde nau3t 
IT j)e cast her clo))es on pia asse : 
& made on hir his sete 
Soone aroos pe word fen : 
he was comyng bi strete 
pe folk pat coomen to pat feest : 
mony for ioye dud grete 
pe simpel folke of fat toun : 
fei went him for to mete 
IF wif alle ]>o mir)}es fat fei mi3t : 
derworfely f ei him mette 
wif harpe & pipe horn & trompe : 
pe weye f ei him bi sette 
Olde & 3onge lasse & more : 
wif word f ei him grette 

trinity 



860 THE RICH WITHDREW, THEY MOURNED, WHILE THE POOR REJOICED ; CHILDREN 
CAST BRANCHES BEFORE CHRIST, THEY SPREAD THE STREET WITH FLOWERA. 



" Welcum sauuer ! lang has }>ou ben, 

Al sal thorn J)e be bett." 
IT J>e lauerdinges and }>e riche men 

To-quils o-bak J)am drogh, 15018 
And temprid tresun for to tri 

To tak iesum wit wogh. 
J)ai mum, quils pe pouer men 

And fe childir logh, 15022 

Bifor ]»air king ))e childer kest 

Branches ]>ai brak o bogh, 
IT And sum ]>ai kest ))ai clothes dun, 

In midward ))e thrang ; 15026 

p&i spred fe strete wit cloth and flur, 

EUs ass on for to gang. 
pe folk him folud and forwit went, 

]>ai mensked him wit sang, 15030 
" Osanna, lauerd ! welcuw ]>ou be, 

Quar has pou ben sa lang 1 " 
IF Bot pe childer fat war waike 

To ga ))at pres a-mang, 15034 

walles and windos, als 

pQ,\v hefdes ouer J^ai hang, 
Bi-held fair laue/*d pai he come, 

For-soth had pal na wrang, 15038 
All J'ai sang als wit a muth 

pat all pe cite rang. 
IF " Gloria laus" (fat es, wirscip) [coi. 2] 

" Ha fou nu lauerd and ai, 15042 
Crist and king and ransconer 

folk o godds lai. 
Al to fin aun welcum f ou be, 

far fou es comen to dai. 15046 
f ou tak to thane fat we f e mak 

Sli mensking als we mai. 
V Osanna king ! to f e we cri 

A sang wit suete steuen, 15050 

COTTON 



we sal f e honour sicureli. 

for naf ing* wille we lette. 

If f e lordingi« & f e riche men. 

a consail to ham drogh. 

& tempred tresoun for to atrary 

to take ihe^u wif wogh. 

fen mourned f e pouer men. 

& f e childer logh 

be-for f aire kinge f e childer kest 

f e braunchis of f e bogh. 

V & sum kest f aire claf is doun 
a-mydwarde in fat f range 

f ai spred f e strete wif claf & flour 
atte he mu3t f er-on gauge, 
f e folke him folowed be-fore went 
& mensked him wif sange. 
osanna lorde welcome fou be. 
quere has fou bene sa lange. 
If Bot f e childer fat ware waike 
to wende fat prese amang^ 
oner wallis & windous als. 
f aire heuedes ouer f ai hange 
be-helde f aire lorde per he come 
for-sof f ai dide na wrange. 
alle f ai sange as ^q sal here 
fat alle fat cite range. 

V Gloria laus fat is worshepe. 
our lorde now & ay. 

king & criste & raunsoner. 

of folk of goddis lay. 

al to fine awen welcome fou be 

per fou art commyn to-day. 

fou take to thank fat we f e make 

suche mensking* as we may. 

V Osanna king* to f e we cry. 
of sange wif grete steyuen. 

FAIRFAX 



THB CHJLDREX, TOO WEAK FOR THE CROWD, LOOKED FROM WALLS AND WINDOWS; 861 
TEST ALL SANQy AND THE CITY RANG WITH " GLORIA LAUS/' WELGOMINO HIM. 



'' welcum sauueur ! lang has pw bene, 

thorn ]>e sal all be bette." 15016 
pe lau^rdinges and ^e riehe men 

to-quiles on back I'aim drogh. 
And temprid resun to trei 15019 

to take ihesus wid wogh. 
fai mamed, qoiles fe pouere men 

and pe childer loght, 1 5022 

Bifor pair king pe childer kest 

branches )}ai brack of bogh, 
[a]nd sum |)an kest ]>air clethes dane, 

in mid ward pe thrang, 15026 

}>ai spredd pe strete wid clath and flur, 

his asse apon to gang. 
pe folk him folad and forwid went, 

]»ai menskid him wid sang. 15030 
" Osanna, lauerd ! welcnm pw be, 

qnar has pn bene sua lang 1 '' 
[B]ot pe childer pat war waike 

to weind pat pres emang, 15034 
On wallis and on windous, als 

ps.ii hefdis ouer ]>ai hang, 
Biheld psAi lau^rd pax he come, 

forsoth had )}ai na wrang, 15038 
All ]>ai sang als wid a muth 

pat all pe cite rang. 
" [G]loria laus," (fat es, worschip) 

** lauerd haue pn nu and ay, 
King and crist and ransuner 15043 

of folk of goddes 1^. 
All to })in auen welcum f u be, GSiil*^' 

pai ]>u es comen to-daL 15046 

)>u take to thank ]>at we pe make 

sli mensking als we maL 
[OJsanna king ! to }>e we cri 

a sang wid suete steuen, 15050 
gOttingen 



Welcome saueour longe hastou be : 

bi pe shal al be bette 

IT pe lordynges & J>e riche men : 

pat while on bak ))ei drow3e 

And tempred resouns wondir fast : 

to take ihe^u wi}> wowje 

}>ei mourned whil pe pore men : 

& fo childre low3e 

Bifom her kyng chUdre cast : 

braunches broken of bow^e 

IT Somme cast her clo]7es dou^t : 

amydward ]>at f rong 

pe strete to sprede wif cloof & flour 

his asse on to gonge 

pe folke bifore & bihynde : 

worsheped him wif song 

Osanna lord welcom J)0u be : 

where hastou ben so long 

V But fo childre fat were weyke : 
among pat pres to go 

Ouer walles & wyndowes : 

leide her hedes f o 

Bihelde her lord fere he coom : 

away was al her wo 

Alle songe f ei wif o mouf : 

of myrf e solas also 

IF Gloria laus fat is worship : 

lord haue f ou now & ay 

Kyng & crist & rauTnsonere : 

of folke fat ben in fay 

To fine owne welcom f ou be : 

fere f ou art comen to day 

J)ou take to f onke fat we fe do : 

suche worshepe as we may 

V Osanna kyng to f e we cry 
a song of swete steuen 

TRINITY 



862 THE BONO OF THE PEOPLE AND CHILDREN. ''THOU ART KING OF ISRAEL, 
COME FORTH, BLESSED KINO, THT PEOPLE RECEIYB THEE WHO HEALE8T ALL MEN. 



Ka less ai be ]you loued in erth 

^an ])ou es loued in heuen. 
Of israel ])an er ^ou king, 

])at aght man trou ful euen, 15054 
And comen of hei dauid kin, 

Of heier nan can neuen. 
IF Cummen forth, pon blisced king 

In vr laaerds name, 15058 

])e receiues pin aun folk, 

And welcums ^e hame. 
On fin worthi werkes don 

Fan spredes pi fame, 15062 

Welcuw lauerd pat leches^ all 

And leching* giues to lame. 
IF Cum forth til vs ur saueur, 

We haf desired fe, 16066 

pan es right king of israel, [^ Ms.iethM] 

Qua pe soth can se. c"Ms.icthiug] 

[Wit propjhecies was fou forsaid 

[fajt fou bom suld be, 15070 

pe king hei dauid kin 

And rote o iesse. 
IF Osaima ! sir king, cum forth " 

fai cried, less and mare, 15074 

" Vn-to fin aun, for we ar fai. 

And sal be euer mare. 
Blisced be fou and fi time 

fat fe fi moder bar, 15078 

For king sa mekeli cummen to tun 

Herd was neuer ar. 
IF Welcum bo f ou lauerd," said f ai, 

" Duell f ou noght wit-vte, 15082 
To f is gret vr solempnite 

Welcum wit-vten dute." 
f ai him ledd wit-in to f e tun, 

Ful gret it was, fat rate, 15086 

COTTON 



na les be f ou loued in erf. 

fen fou art loued in heyuen. 

of Israel fen artow king*. 

fat ag^ men traw ful eyuen. 

& commyn of fat hey dau j kin. 

of heyer nane may neyuen. 

IF Gome now forf fou blessed king* 

in our lordes name. 

f e resceyues fine awen folk 

& biddis welcome hame 

of fine worf i werkis done 

ful ferre is spred f e fame. 

welcom lorde fat lichis al. 

& hele gifs to lame. 

' IF Come forf lorde our sauionr. 

we haue desired fe. pimtto] 

fou art ri3t king* of Israel 

qua-sa f e sof can se 

wif prophetis was fou for-saide 

atte fou borne sulde be. 

of f e kinrade of dauid king* 

& of f e rote of iesse. 

IF Osanna king* sir come forf. 

f ai cried lasse Sc mare. 

vn-to fine awen for we ar fine 

& sallo be euerraare 

blessed be fou & f e time. 

atte f i moder f e bare. 

for king* sa mekeli co?nmyn to toun. 

herde we ncuer are. 

IF welcome be fou lorde f ai saide 

dwelle fou no^t wif-oute. 

to f is grete solempnite 

welcome wif-outen doute 

f ai him led in-to f e toun. 

ful grete hit was f e route. 

FAIRFAX 



COXB FORTH, SAVIOUR, THOU WAST PROPHESIED OP DAVID's KIN. A KINO 863 
COiaNG 80 MEEKLY WAS NEVER KNOWN BEFORE ; WELCOME TO OUR FEAST." 



Na lesse be ])a loued in erd 

fan fn es loued in heuen. 
Of isiael pun es ^u king, 

))at aght men tru fed euen, 15054 
And comen of psA hei dauid kin, 

of hier nane can neuen. 
[C]am nu forth, pn blisced king 

in vr laaerdis name, 15058 

fe receiues pin auen folk, 

and biddes ^e welcum hame. 
Of fin worthi werkis done 

fill fer es spredd pe fame, 15062 
"Welcum lau0rd pat leches^ all 

and liching'giues to lame. c^MatotiMt] 
[C]um nu forth* vr sauueour, 

we haue discemd pe, 15066 

fu es right king of isro^l, 

qua sum pe soth can se. 
wid prophecie was pxx forsaid 

fat fu bom suld be, 15070 

Of gode king dauid kin and of 

pe rote of iesse. 
[OJsanna ! sir king, cum forth ** 

fai crid, lesse and mare, 15074 

" vnto f i auen, for we er fine, 

and sal be euer mare. 
Blisced be fu and pe time 

fat fe fi moder fe bare, 15078 

Eor king sua mekel comen to tune 

herd was neuer are. 
[WJelcum be f u lau^," f ai said, 

" ne duel f u noght widvte, 15082 
To f is grete vr soUempnite, 

welcum widvten doute." 
f ai him ledd in to f e tune, 

ful gret it was, fat route, 15086 

O^TTINOEN 



No lasse be f ou loued in erf e : 

]>en fou art in heuen 

Of israel fou art kyng : 

fat oujte men knowe euen 

And comen also of dauid kyn : [iMf n,bk] 

Hejer noon con neuene 

IT Com now forf blessed kyng : 

oure lord bi f i name 

J}e welcomef fin owne folk : 

wif greet ioye & game 

Of f i worf i werkes lord : 

fer is spred f e feime 

welcom lord fat helest alle : 

& bote jyuest to lame 

IT Com now forf oure saueour : 

we han desired f e 

fou art kyng of israel : 

who so f e sof e con se 

Bi prophecie bifore was seid : 

fat fou bom shuldes be 

Of good kyng dauid kyn : 

& of f e rote of lesse. 

IF Osanna kyng com forf : 

fei cried lasse & more 

To fine owen for we ben fine : 

to Icme on f i lore 

Blessed be fou & pe tyme : 

fou bom were f crfore 

For kyng so he^e comen to toun : 

Herde we neuer of ore 

IT welcom be fou lord fei seide : 

dwelle not vs wif oute 

To f is greet solempnite : 

welcom wif outen doute 

pei ledde him in to f e tou;? : 

greet was fat route 

TRINITY 



864 THB PEOPLE LED HIM TO THE TEMPLE, "THIS 18 OUR SAVIOUR, DEATH SHALL 
BOW TO HIM. HE HAS BROUGHT TWELVE MEN, FOR WHOM WE SPREAD OUR MANTLES. 



To temple ])ai}iim ledd wit sang Df «. «>!• i] 

On ilk-a side a bute. 
IF " Jjis es vr sauueur," f ai said, 

" fat commen til vs es nu, 15090 
pe kind o king dauid 

His name es cald ie^u. 
pe ded mai noght him wit-stand, 

He dos it til him bu, 15094 

To mani seke hele he has giuen, 

In him man agh to tni. 
IF Lang has he nu ben a-wai, 

Lang efter him vs thoght ; 15098 
Tuelue or ma o* men vnscod 

])an has he wit him broght. 
And o ])air fete ]>at semed sare 

For-])i farof vs roght, 15102 

Vr mantels vnder Jjam we spred, 

For ofer had we noght. 
IT Nu es he cowmen fat es vr king, 

Nu sais alle ossanna ! 15106 

We wend he had for-huud vs all 

far-for was vs ful wa, 
Welcum es he, fra nu he ne sal 

Na langer leue vs sua. 15110 

For wa es paim fat moght him hald ! 

fat lates him fam fra." 
IF Q,uen f e prmces and f e riche 

Wist wel of his fare, 15114 

f ai bicome fan sorfuUer 

fan euer war f ai are. 
Bituix fam, f aa cursed men, 

Mened fam fair care, 15118 

To caiphas in son f ai went. 

And gadrid f aim alle far. 
IF " Lauerdinges," fan said caiphas. 

Mi ert es selcut sare, 15122 

COTTON 



to f e temple wif mury sange 

on ilk side a-boute. 

IF f is is f e sauiour f ai saide 

atte cowimyn til vs is now. 

of fe kinde of king* dauid 

his name is calde ihesvL 

f e def may neuer him wif -stande 

he dos him til hit bowe 

many seke hele has f ou giuen. 

to f e men fat f e walde bowe. 

IT lang« fen has he bene a-way 

lauge efter him us f o^t. 

xij. of men or ma we traw 

feu has he wif him brojt. 

of f aire fete atte semed sare 

we saued ham as we mo^t 

OUT mantels vnder ham we spred 

for of cr had we nojt. 

IF now is he cowmyn fat is our king* 

now sais alle osanna. 

we wende he had for-jeten us aL 

far-fore was vs ful wa. 

welcome is he fra now he ne sal. 

na langer part vs fra 

for wo is am fat mu^t him hald 

fat lijtli letis him ga. 

auen fe princis «t riche [if7o,coi.t] 
wiste ham of f is fare 
f ai bicome mare soroufuller. 
fen euer ware f ai are. 
f ai geddered ham samnewani 
& mened ham of faire care, 
to caiphas in a route f ai went 
& geddered ham alle fare. 
lordinge5 saide fan caiphas. 
my hert hit is ful sare. 

FAIRFAX 



H08ANNA ! WB THOUGHT HB HAD FORGOT US, HE SHALL NO LONGER LEAVE US.*' 865 
THE FBINCBS BECAME STILL MORE SORROWFUL AND WENT TO CAIAPHAS. 



To temple pai him ledd wid sang 

on ilk side aboute. 
" [fJiB es irr sauueonr," fai said, 

** ])at comen es till vs nu, 15090 
Of fe king kind of dauid 

his name Is hatin iesvi, 
fe dede mai him neuer widstand. 

he dos it till him bu, 15094 

Mani seke has he giuen hele, 

men agh in him to troo. 
[L]ang has he bene a-wai, 

lang efter him vs thoght ; 15098 
Tuelae or ma of men vnschodd 

]>an has he wid him broght, 
And on ]>air fete ^aim semed fare 

for-^ of ]>aim vs roght, 15102 

TT mantels vnder ]>aim we spred, 

for oper hadd we noght. 
[N]ou es he comen j>at es vr king, 

nu sais alle osanna ! 15106 

we wend he had forhoud vs all 

^arfor was vs fill wa, 
welcum es he, fra nu he sal 

na langer leue vs sua. 15110 

For wa es ])aim pat might him hald ! 

and lates him part paim fra.'' 
[Q]uen pe princes and pe riche men 

wist all of ))is fare, 15114 

pel bicome pan sorfuler 

^an euer war ])ai are. 
Bitoiz ]}aim, paa, curced men^ 

pal mened J^aim ])air care, 15118 
To cayphas mal sone ]>ai went, 

ajid gadrid paim right paie, 
" [LJaucrdinges," said cayphas, [if i<«] 

''mi hert es selcuth sare, 15122 

66 gOttingen 



To pe temple wi]> muchel song : 
on euery syde aboute 
IF ])is is oure saueour ))ei seide : 
pat come]) to vs now 
Ihes7i8 is his name : 
he come]) al for oure prow 
pe dede may him not wif stonde : 
but to his biddyng bow 
Mony seke ha]) he heled : 
men owe him to alow 
IF longe haj) he ben awey : 
longe aftir him vs ])ou3t 
Twelue or mo barfote men : 
ha]) he wi]) him brou3t 
And on her fete were ])ei sore : 
ferfore of hem vs roujt 
Oure manteles vndir hem we spredde : 
oper had we nou^t 

IT Now is he comen fat is oure kyng : 
to synge lat vs go 

We wende to haue for gone him al : 
perfoie was vs ful wo 
Welcom is he from now : 
he shal no more go so 
For wo is him pat may him holde : 
& lete]) him parte him fro 
IF whenne ])o princes & riche men wist: 
of al pis here 
pei bicoom soriere : 
J)en euer eer fei were 
Bitwene hem ])o cursed men : 
mened her matere 
To cayphas In soone fei went : 
& gedered hem in fere 
IF Lordyngis seide cayphas : 
myn hert is wondir sore 

trinity 



866 CA.IAPHA8 ACKNOWLEDGES CHRIST'S WISDOM AND POWER OVER THE PEOPLE, 
AND PEARS HB WILL MAKE TH£K REBELS; ALL THE WORLD GOBS AFTER HIM. 



O ))is ie^ fat es sa wis 

Sa mikel alsua o lare. 15124 

It es wel sene, all folus him, 

Nu bath less and mare, 
Suilc a man was neuer yeitt 

Sin ani werldes ware ; 15128 

IF It es wonder for to tell, 

])e ferles pat he mas, 
We se Jje folk all fall to him 

Ouer-al quai he gas. 15132 

All vr lagh he sal for-do, Cooi. t] 

Yr aun folk alias 
Sal he do again ys rise. 

And be yr grettest faas. 15136 

[IF] All J)is werld es tumand 

Til him als yee wel se, 
For-Ji a rede i sal yow giue, 

And herkens all to me. 15140 

Thorn a man, ])is es ]»e soth, 

])is werld sal losen be, 
And he be slan, it sal be broght 

Al in to sauuete. 15144 

IT Better it es fat o^ man dei, 

fan al fe folk be lorn. 
And \at fis ilk iemis be 

Tan arli to morn. 15148 

fat mai noght we^ for fis folk 

f of man had it suom, 
Bot langer fan f is fest be don 

Bo he noght for-bom." 15152 

^ \esu8 fam prechand ilk a^ dai 

Stable in temple stod. 
Ilk night of oliuete 

To fe mont he yode ; 15156 

far he wit his disciplis lai. 

For sua fan thoght him gode, 

COTTON 

> There hai been an emuro here. 



of f is ihdm fat is squa wise 

he is squa mykil of lare. 

hit is wele sene f ai folow Jiim 

baf lesse & mare. 

suche a man was neuer jet 

sin ani werldis ware. 

IF hit is wonder grete to telle 

f e ferlis fat he mase 

wo se f e folk alle fallis him til 

ouer alle quare he gas. 

alle our lagh he wille for-do. 

our awen folk* alias. 

& squa f ai wille agayne ys rise 

& be our maste fas. 

IF alle f is werlde is tiirned now. 

tille him as 30 welo se. 

for-f i now rede 1. salle 30U giue, 

& herkenis alle to me. 

f orou f Lb man hit is fe sof 

f is werlde salle loste be. 

& he be slaine hit salle be brojt 

in grete solenpnite. 

IF Better hit is fat a man dey. 

fen alle f e werlde be lome 

and atte f is ilk ihe^nis be 5 he ^ P Ue add»g\ 

tane erly to morne. 

fat may nojt be done for folk*. 

if man had hit squorne. 

bot langer fen f is feste be done. 

be he nojt for-borne. 

IF Ihe^jus preychand ilk* a day. 

stably in temple stode. 

to f mounte of oliuete 

ilk nijt he jode. 

fare he wif his disciplis lay. 

f ujt him naure squa gode 

FAIRFAX 
* In a later hand. 



HP THIS MAN BE SLAIN THE WORLD WILL BE SAVED ; THEY CANNOT NOW TAKE 867 
HIM, BUT MUST AFTER THE FEAST. JESUS AT THE TEMPLE AND MOUNT OLIVET. 



For pia iesus ))at es sua wis 

and als sua mekil of lare. 15124 
It es wele sene, all folus him, 

nu bath ]>e les and )>e mare, 
Suilk a mane was neuer 3eit 

8i]>en ani werldes ware ; 15128 

[I]t es grete wonder to tell, 

pe farlis pat he nu mas, 
we se pQ folk alle fall till him 

oueraU qnare he gas. 15132 

All VT lau he sal for-do, 

VT auen folk alias 
Sal he do againes vs rise, 

and be vr mast fas. 15136 

[A]ll J>LS world es turned 

till him als ^e nu mai so, 
For-J)i mi rede i sal 3U giue, 

and herkenes all to me. 15140 

Thorn [t]his man, fis es pe soth, 

pia world sal losen be, 
And he be slane, it sal be br[o]ght 

all into sauuete. 15144 

[BJetter it es ))at a man dei, 

]7an all pe folk be lorn. 
And ))at ))is ilke iesus be 

tane arli to mom. 15148 

])at mai noght done be for pis folk 

if men had it suorn, 
Bot langer ]}an pia fest be done 

ne be he noght forbom." 15152 
[I]e^i« prechand ilk dai 

stabli in pe temple stode, 
nk night of oliuete 

to ]>at mount he 3ode ; 15156 

p&T he wid his disciplis lai, 

for sua hiTTi thoght it gode, 
qOttinobn 



For pia ihesus pat was so wis 

& so fer in lore 

Hit is sene J^ei folewen him 

alle bo}>e lasse & more 

Suche anofer neuer was : 

sij) any worldes wore 

Greet wondir is to telle : 

his werkes monyone 

We se J>e folke falle him to : 

pere as he ha]> gone 

Al oure lawe he wol fordo : 

& oure folke auone 

Wol he do vp on vs rise : petf m] 

broke vs euery boon 

IF Al fis world is to him turned : 

as 30 now may se 

Jjerfore my reed I wol jyue : 

here^ now to me 

Bi }>is mon ])is is soo]} : 

]}is world shal lost bo 

And he be deed hit shal be brou3t : 

al to sauete 

IF Better hit is pat oon mon de3e : 

])en al pe folk be- lorn 

And pat pia ilke Jhesus : 

be take erly to mom 

Hit may not be done bifore fis folk : 

J}0U3e we had sworne 

But longer fen f is feest be done 

bej) he not forborne 

IF Ihesiis prechyng vche day 

stably in temple stode 

Vche ny3te to olyuete : 

to ]}at mount he 3ode 

pere he wif his disciples lay : 

So him ])0U3te gode 

tbinitt 



868 JESUS PREACHED DAILY. WHEN HIS TIME WAS GOME HE HID NO LONGER ; HIS 
HEART SANK WITH MANY SIGHS, FOR THE FLESH NATURALLY FEARED TO DIE. 



And eo^* on dai ]>e folk he gaf 

godds word fe fode. 15160 

IF Q,uen \>ai suet mighti king 

Was co7wmen to fe tide, 
fat in his suete wil was sett, 

pat he for mans pride 15164 

Wald suffer pine and passion, 

Wald he na langer bide, 
Bot buxumli him-self he bedd 

TQ all pat moght bi tide. 15168 
IF Man! sari sight, i-wiss, 

])ar sane vn-til his hert, 
pe fleche was dutand for to dei, 

pat kindli wald ha quert. 15172 
It was ful sconand for pe sare, 

Ka selcut sa smert, 
]7at es mikel charite 

For vs [to] thole him gert 15176 
pe thre dais was runnen vte, 

And pe ferth on hand. 
His disciphs, na selli was, [if ss, bk, ooi. 13 

Bigun to be dutand. 15180 

" Sir," fai said, " yee tell it hus, 

And we sal vnderstand, 
Sal ani man yow paskes dight 

Our-qt^r in land 1 " 15184 

pe lauerd lokcd f am opon. 

And ansuard ))am ful suete, 
" Gas til-ward pe tun," he said, 

" A man far yow sal mete, 15188 
A watrin vescel in his hand, 

O-gains yow fat strett, 
Yee ga wit him, he sal yow bring 

Vntil a nin ful skete. 15192 

IT Folus forth pat ilk man 

Bight in to fe bi ; 

COTTON 



& euer on day pe folk he gaf 
of goddes worde pe fode. 
^ /^ uen fat squete mi3ti king* 
V^C/ was commyn to fat tide, 
fat in his squete wille was sette 
to deye for mannys pride. pieafTo.teck] 
wif grete pine & passioun. 
walde he na langer bide, 
bot buxumly him-self he bede 
na ferf er walde he glide. 
IT Many sary sigh I.-wis 
stanged til his hert 
f e flesshe was doutande for to dey, 
fat kindeli was in quert. 
hit was shonande for f e sare. 
na selcouf hit was smert. 
fat his mykil charite 
for vs to thole him gert 
IF fe iij. daies was ronnyn oute. 
& pe £rf on hande 
his discipUs na selly was. 
be-gan to be doutande. 
sir f ai saide 30 tel now vs. 
& we saUo vnderstande 
salle men 30U any paskis dijt 
aure-quere in f is lande. 
IF f e lordo loked am a-pon. 
& ansquared ham ful squete 
gas vn-to 3one tou7i he saide 
a man 30 sallc per mete. 
a water vessel in his hande 
a-gayne 30U in f e strete. 
3e ga wif him he sal 30U bring . 
in-to an in ful squete. 
IT folowes forf fat ilk man. 
al-way bi & by. 

FAIRFAX 



HIS LOVE MADE HIM SUFFER FOR US. TO PREPARE THE PASSOVER, HE BAD 869 
HIS DISCIPLES 00 TO THE TOWN, AND FOLLOW A WATER-BEARER TO A COURT-YARD. 



And euer on dai ^e folk he gaf 

of goddes word j)e fode. 15160 

[Q]uen ])at suete mightifol king 

was comen to pat tide, 
])at in his snete will was sett, 

^t he for mannes pride 15164 

wald suffir pine and passiun, 

wald he no langer bide, 
Bot baxnmli him-self he bedd 

tille all pat might bitide. 15168 
Ful mani sari sigh, i-wis, 

])ar sank tille his herte, 
pe fless was dutand for )>e dede, 

])at kindli wald haue quarte. 15172 
It was ful schonand for ]}e sare, 

na selcuth sua smarte, 
]>at his mekil charite 

for vs to thole him gart. 15176 
[f ]e thre dais was runnen vte 

and pe ferde on hand, 
His discipUs right na selli 

bigan to be doutand. 15180 

** Sir," pai said, " 30 toll vs nu, 

and we sail vnderstand, 
Sal we 3UU ani paskes dight 

ouperquar in land 1 " 15184 

[)>e] lauerd loked paim apon, 

and %nsuerd paim ful suete, 
" Gas till-ward pe tune," he said, 

"a man far sal 30 mete, 15188 

A watrin vessel in his hand, 

againes pu 30 strete, 
30 ga wid him, he sal 3U bring 

vntil ane in, ful skete. 15192 

[FJolus forth pat ilk man 

right in to pe bij ; 

gOttingen 



Euery day to folke he 3af : 

of goddes word pe fode 

IT whenne pat swete mi3ty kyng : 

was comen to pat tyde 

pat in his swete wille was set : 

pat he for mouTies pryde 

Wolde suffer peyne & passioun : 

He wolde no lenger byde 

But buxomly him self he bed : 

to al pat wolde bityde 

IT Ful mony sory sikyng : 

po sonke in to his herte 

His flesshe was doutyng for dep : 

pat kyndely wolde haue querte 

hit was ful shonnyng for pe soor : 

& no wondir for smerte 

pat his muchel charite : 

for vs to suffer him gert 

IT J}e pre dayes were al gone : 

& pe ferpe on honde 

His disciples no wondir was : 

bigon to be doutonde 

Sir pei seide telle vs now : 

& we shul vndirstonde 

Shul we any paske 30U di3te : 

where in pis londe 

f pe lord loked hem vpon : 

& vnswerde hem ful swete 

Gop toward pe toun he seide : 

amon shul 30 p^re mete 

A watir vessel in his hond : 

a3eynes 30U in pe strete 

Gop wip him he shal 30U bringe : 

to an In ful mete 

IF Folewep forp pat ilke mon : 

mekely pat 30 hy 

TRINITY 



870 THE LORD 07 THE HOUSE LENT THEH FOB LOVE A SOLAR (UPPEB BOOM). 
WHEN IT WAS BEADY, JESUS CAME IN WITH HIS LOWLY FELLOWSHIP. 



Til J>e lauerd o fat hus 

Yee sai on mi parti, 15196 

pat he yow wald len sum place, 

To mak vr mangeri, 
And he sal yow deliuer an, 

fat pia be don priueli." 15200 

IT Jjai went J)am forth in-to J)e tun. 

Wit J)is man f ai mette, 
Wit a vescel in his hand 

Water for to fette. 15204 

He ledd }>am til his lau^rd hus, 

pat darworthli pax grett, 
And he pam lent an par charite, 

A celer in at ete. 15208 

f Quen J)is hus was commli dight, 

Was far na lang a-bide, 
Jhesus comme wit his felauscip, 

pat littel luued pride. 15212 

It was a suete femet, i-wiss, 

Was gadird to-gedir pat tide, 
pe lauerd was to super sett, 

His felaus him bi-seid. 15216 

^ ludas pe tuelue was an 

fat o scarioth hight. 
Was ie^u crist oumener, 

Bot he was maledight. 15220 

Wit pe luus had he spoken. 

far-bi-for a night, 
His aun lauerd faim for to sell, 

Sua hasteli als he might. 15224 
IF pe lauerd es to super sette, [ooi. t] 

pe mete al redi bun, 
Vp he lift his hali hand, 

And gaf J>e benisun. 15228 

fan he tok f e bred and brack, 

Als it es redd in run, 

COTTON 



to f e lorde of fat hous 

^e say on my party. 

fat he walde lene vs sum soler 

to make our mangery. 

& he sal deliuer 30U an. 

& fat ful priuely. 

T%ai went ham forf in-to fe toun 

-• sone wif f is man f ai mette, 

wif a vessel in his hande. 

water for to fette. 

he led ham til his lord is hous 

fat derworf li f ai grette 

& he ham lent for charite 

a soler in atte ete. 

quen f is hous was cumli di^t. 

was f er na langer a-bide. 

ihe^us come wif his felawshepe 

atte litel loued f ai pride. 

hit was a squete company. 

was gedderred fer fat tide. 

f e lorde was to f e soper sette 

his felawes him be-side. 

Ivdas of fa xij. was an. 
his sumome scariot hijt 
to ete wif ihe^u he him sette 
(^ redi has him di3t. 
wif f e iewes he had spokin 
fer be-fore atte ni^t. 
his awen lorde for to selle. 
als dcre as euer he mi^t. 
^ f e lorde is to f e soper sette 
f e mete is redy boun. 
vp he lift his hali hande 
& gaf f e benisouw. 
fen he toke f e bred & brak 
wif wordis no3t to roun. 

FAIRFAX 



IT WAS A SWEET COMTANT ! JUDAS I80ARI0T WAS ONE ; HE HAD ARRANGED 871 
TO SELL HIS LORD. THE SUPPER READY, CHRIST GAVE THE BLESSING. 



To pe lau^rd of pat hus all 

36 sai on mi parti, 15196 

p&t he wald lene vs sum seler, [if los, bk] 

to make in vr mangeri. 
And lie ^u sal deliuie ane, 

and pai be done priuelL" 15200 
[J)]ai went f aim forth vnto pe tune, 

wid J^is man ))ai mett, 
wid a vessel in his hand 

water for to fett 15204 

He ledd ])aim till his lauerd hns, 

pat derworthli J>ai grett, 
And he >aim lent par cherite, 

a celer in at ete. 15208 

[Q]uen ]}i3 hus was cumli dight, 

was ]>ar na langer bide, 
lesus come wid his felauschip, 

pat littel luud pride. 15212 

It was a suete famet, i-wiss^ 

was gedrid far pat tide, 
J>e laugrd was to jje soper sett, 

his felaus him biside. 15216 

ludas of pe tuelue was ane 

))at skarioth hight, 
was iesus cristes auraoner 

bot he was maledight. 15220 

wid pe iuufts had he spoken 

J>ar bifor a night, 
His auen lauerd faim for to selle, 

als heili als he might. 15224 

[))]e lauerd es to J>e super sett, 

pe mete all redi bune, 
vp he lift his hali hand, 

and geue pe benisune. 15228 

fan he toke pe brede and brack, 

als it redd in rune, 

GOTTINGEN 



To pe lord of fat hous : 

seif on my party 

pat he lene vs som seler : 

to make in maungery 

And he 30U shal delyuer oon : 

& fat ful pryuely 

IT f ei went forf into f e toun : 

wif f is mon f ei mette 

Wif a vessel in his bond 

watir wif to fette 

He lad hem in to his lordes hous : 

& f ei him feire grette 

And he hem lent a seler : 

At mete in to be sette 

IF Whenne f is hous was comly dijte : 

per was no longer abyde 

Ihesus coom wif his felawes : 

fat litil loved pride 

Hit was a swete company : 

was gedered at fat tyde 

fe lord was to soper set : ci«if»«,*»<*l 

his felowes him biside 

IT ludas of f o twelue was oon 

fat scarioth hi3t 

Ihesiis Aumenere he was : 

but he was maledi^t 

Wif f e iewes had he sjwken : 

bifore on fat ni3t 

his owne lord for to selle : 

as fully as he my3t 

IF f e lord was to f e soper set : 

f e mete al redy boun 

Vp he toke his holy bond : 

& 3af f e bencsouw 

f enwe he toke f e breed & brak : 

as hit is red in toun 

TRINITY 



872 CHRIST BREAKS AND GIVES THE BREAD FOR HIS FLESH ; HE BLESSES THE WINE 
AND GIVES IT TO DRINK AS HIS BLOOD. JOHN, HEARING THIS, SLEPT IN SORROW. 



Til his disciplifl he it delt, 15231 

And said ])aim J>is sarmun ; — 
" Takes and etes o fia bred. 

For fless ))an es it min 
fat BslplaUk night be don 

For yow to mikel pine." 15236 

Sifen J)e chalice vp he laght, 

And blisced als ]>e win, 
And gaf ])am alle J)ar-of to drinc, 

J)at derworthi drightin. 15240 

IT ** Drinckes all o fis," he said, 

" For-qui it es mi blod 
fat for yow fan sal be scedd, 

And for man-kind on rod." 15244 
Quen sant lohn, his cosin dere, 

fis wordes vnderstod. 
On his lanerd brest he sleped 

For menging of his mod. 15248 
IT *• Vnderstandes quat i sai, 

Mi bref er," coth ie^u, 
" Gladli vnderfang fe gift 

J)at I yow here gif nu. 15252 

I sal noght o na suilkin drinc 

For-soth drinc wit yow, 
Til we be samen in mi king-rike, 

Giuon i haf a woo. 15256 

IF To mi fader fat wons f ar-in 

f ider i sal yow lede, 
And wtt neu mete fat far sal be, 

Wit-al I sal yow fede. 15260 

And o mi drinc far i sal 

Drinc to yow for yur mede ; 
For fat i sai yow her wit word, 

far sal yee find in dede, 15264 

IT Mismai yow noght, mi brof er dere, 

Qaat-sum yee her or se, 

COTTON 



til his disciplis he hit brak* 

& saide ham f is sarmoun. 

IT Takis & etis of f is brede 

for flesshe fen hit is myne. 

fat salle f is ilk ni3t be led 

for 30U to suffre pine. 

sif en fe chalis out he la^t 

& blessed als f e wyne. 

& gaf ham aUe for to drink*. 

fat derworf dri^tyne. 

IT drinkis alle of f is he saide 

for quy hit is my blode. 

fat for 30U hit salle be shed. 

& for mankin on rode. 

quen seynt lohil his cosyn. 

f es wordes vnderstode. 

on his lordes brest he slepped 

for sorooing* of his mode 

IF ynderstandis quat I. 30U say. 

now bref er quof ihcau. 

gladli vnderfange f e gift. 

fat I. here gif 30U now. 

L salle no^t of na suchekin drink 

na mare drink wif 30U. 

til we be sammyn in my kingrike 

giuen I. haue a vow. 

IF To my fader atte is fare [leaf 71] 

f idder L salle jou lede. 

& of my new mete I. salle. 

freli wif 30U fede. 

& of my new drink alsqua. 

drink 30 salle to mede. 

& fat I. say 30U here in worde 

far salle 3e finde in dede. 

IF Dismay 30U no3t my bref e?' dore 

quat-sim 30 here or se. 

FAIRFAX 



'' MT BRETHREN, RECEIVE GLADLT MY GIFT. I SHALL DRINK NO MORE TILL WE 873 



MEET IN MY KINGDOM. I SHALL LEAD YOU TO MY FATHER. BE NOT DISMAYED. 



ft 



im his disciplis lie it redd, 15231 

and said ]7aim ^is sarmune : — 
" [TJakes and ete of J>is bredd, 

for flesse pan es it mine, 
^at sal ])is ilk night be ledd 

for }u to mekil pine." 15236 

Si}>en ])[e] chalis vp he toke, 

and blisced als pe wine, 
And gaue ^aim all ])ar-of to drinc, 

fat derworth drightine. 15240 

" [DJrinkes aHe of fis," he ssaid, 

" for-qui it es mi blode, 
^at for ya ]>an sal be sched, 

and for man-kin on rode." 15244 
Quen saint iohn, his dere cosine, 

J)ir wordes vn])er8tod. 
On his lauerd breist he slepe 

fo[r] menging of his mod. 15248 
*' [vjnderstandes quat i yi say. 

Mi bref er," said iesu, 
'* Gladly vnderfanges fat gifte 

fat i here giue 3U. 15252 

I sal noght of na soilkin drinc, 

drinc forsoth wid 30, 
Till we be samen in mi kingrike, 

giuen i haue a vou. 15256 

[T]o mi fader fat es far-in, 

fkler i sal 3a lede, 
And of mi mete fat far sal be, 

wid-all i sal 3U fede. 15260 

And of mi drinc far sal i drino 

to 3U for 3Tir mede. 
For fat i sai 3U here wid word, 

far sal 36 find it in dede. 15264 
[Mjiismai 3a noght, mi breder dere, 

qoat-sum 3e here or se, 
oOttingen 



To his disciplis he hit toke : 
& seide f is sermoun 
IT Takef & etef of f is breed : 
for flesshe is hit myne 
pat shal f is same ny3t be lad : 
for 30U to mychel pyne 
Sif en f e chalis vp he toke : 
& blessed fat wyne 
And 3af hem aUe f erof to drynke : 
fill dere to deuyne 
IT Drinkef aUe of f is he seide : 
for whi hit is my blode 
j>at for 30U shal be shed : 
& for nonkynde on rodo 
Whenne seynt Ion his good cosyn : 
fese wordes yndirstode 
He fel on slepe to cristis brest : 
for mengyng of his mode. 
IF Vndirstondef wat I 30U say : 
my bref er seide he now 
Gladly toke 3e fat 3ifte : 
fat I 3yue for 3oure prow 
I shal not of snche drinke : 
drinke for sof e wif 30W 
Til we be samen in my kyngdome : 
3yuen I haue a vow 
IF To my fadir fat is per in : 
f ider I shal 30U lede 
And of my mete fat fere shal be : 
f erwif shal I 30U fede 
And of my drinke fere shal 3e drinke : 
to 30U for 3oure mede 
For fat I saye 30U here wif word : 
fere shul 30 fynde in dede 
IF Demaye 30U not bref er dere : 
what 80 30 here or se 

trinity 



874 THE DIS0IFLE8 ASK WHO IS THE TRAITOR, AND ARE SHOWN. WHEN SUFPBIt 
WAS DONE JESUS ROSE FBOH HIS SEAT, BUT DID NOT LET HIS DISCIPLES RISE ; 



])e traitur pskt me trai sal, 15267 

Emang vs her es he." 
Ilkan on oper ])ai biheld^ 

" Quilk of hus mai fis be 1 " 
** Bot he ]>at etes o mi dische,^ 152%1 

He sal be-trais me. [iMf 84, ooi. 13 

Mi leif bre^r and frendes als, 

Yee be noght radd," he said, 
" Fill wel i wat fe quilk o yow 

))e tresun has puruaid. 15276 

])at i ha luued, he sal me trai, 

fe gait it es al graid, 
He mai sai wirdes warid 

fat forwit him es laid." 15280 

Quen ])is super was all don, 

leans ras of his sette, 
Bot his disciplis fat war sett 

Kan vp-nse he lete. 15284 

Wit a tueU he belted him 

His side sitand ful mete, 
Wit a basin he broght wat^, 

For to wasche fair fete. 15288 

f e mekenes fis suet iesus, 

Suilk herd man neu^r tell, 
fat boghed sua his lauerdhede 

To buxumnes o threlL 15292 

For-wit his disciplis fete 

Ful freindli he fell, 
sli semis was [na] selcut 

fai wondird fam emelL 15296 

First wit water he fam wesche 

A He fair fete bedene. 
And wit his tueil efterward 

fair fete he weped clene, 15300 
Qiieu he til sant petre com 

far he sait f am bituene, 

COTTON 



f e traitour fat me tray saL 
amonge jou here is he. 
ilkan on of ^ f ai be-helde 
quilk of vs may be. 
bot he fat etis of my disshe 
he salle be-trays me. 

My leue bref er & frendis als. 
^e be no3t ferde he saide. 
ful wele L wate f e quilk of 30a. 
f e tresoun has puruaide. 
fat I loued he salle me tray, 
f e gate hit is alle graide. 
he may say wale-a-way his wirde 
fat be-fore him his laide. 
IT quen fat f is soper was al done, 
ihe^us rase of his sete. 
bot his disciplis fat ware sete.' 
nane vprise he lete. OMs.tette«H^.] 

wif a touel he him belt* 
his side sitande ful mete, 
wif a bassin he water bro3t. 
for to wasshe f aire fete. 
IF f e mekenes of f is squete Ihe^u 
suche herde men neuer telle, 
fat bowed squa liis lordehede 
to ham fat was his f relle. 
be-for his disciplis fete 
mekeli doun he felle. 
of suche seruise ham f u^t selcouf . 
& saide certane we nelle. 
IF criste saide pes & lete me nojt. 
to wesshe 3our fete be-dene 
& wif his towel ofterward 
he wiped ham ful clene. 
quen he to saint petre come, 
f er he sette ham be-twene. 

FAIRFAX 



HE aiRT HIVSELF WITH A TOWEL, AND BROUOIIT WATER TO WASH THEIR FEET ; 875 
HE BOWED HIS LORD-HEAD TO THE OBEDIENCE OF A SLAVE ! THEY WONDERED. 



fe traitur phi me tnd sal, 

amang )a heie es he/' 15268 

Ilkan on o^ ))ai biheld^ 

" qnilk of vs inai ^ be 1 " 
'' Bot he ))at etis of mi disse, 

he sal bitrtase me. 15272 

[M]i leue biej^er and freind, 

bes noght rad," he said, Df i«] 

*^ Fill wele i wat quilk of ju, 

pQ tresiin has poraaid. 15276 

)>at i haue luued, he sal me trai, 

pe gate it es all graid, 
He mai sai walawa ! his werd 

J)at forwid him es laid.*' 15289 

[Q]uen pat pia snper was alld done, 

iesus ras yte of his sete, 
Bot Ids discipUs ]>at war sett 

ane vp-iise he lete. 15284 

Tfid a tuel he belted 

his sides sittand mete, 
wid a bacine he water broght, 

forto wasse ])air fete. 15288 

[))]e mekenes of ]>is suete ie^n, 

suilk herd men neaer tell^ 
^t bued sua his lauerd-hede 

to buxumnes of therlL 15292 

Forwit his disciplis fete 

fill freindli he fell, 
Of suilk seruis was na selcuth 

])ai wondrid paim email. 15296 

[FJrist wid watir he ])aim wess 

all ^air fete bidene, 
And wid lus tuel efter-ward, 

wiped pBim all clene. 15300 

Quen he come to saint petir fax 

he satt ^aim bituene, 
gOttingen 



pe traitour fat mo traye shal : 

among ^on here is he 

Vchone on opere fo bUielde : 

whiche of vs may hit be 

He ])at ete]> of my disshe : 

he shal bitraye me. 

IF Leue brefer and frendos : 

hep not ferde he seide 

Wei I woot whiche of 30U : 

fe tresoun ha]> purueide 

pat I haue loued shal me bitray : 

fe weye is redy greide 

He may seye weile way his burth : 

for wo to him is leide 

IF whenne J>Lb sopere was al don : 

Hiestis roos of his sete 

But his disciples seten stille : 

noon vp rise he lete 

WiJ) a twaile he gurde him : 

sittyng to him ful mete 

And in a bassyn watir brou^t : 

for to wasshe her fete 

IF Suche mekenes as fis lord had : 

herde men neu^r eer ne shalle 

pat bowed so his lorde hede : 

to buxomnes of ))ralle 

Bifom his disciples fete : 

froly dud he faUe 

Of his seruyse fei had selcouj) : pf 96] 

& wondride peronne alle 

IT Crist wiJ) watir he penne wesshe : 

alle her feet bi dene 

And wij> his clooj) aftirward : 

wipud hem ful clene 

Whenne fat he to petur coom : 

pere he sat hem bitwene 

TRINITY 



876 PETER WILL NOT LET JESUS WASH HIS FEET, BUT JESUS PREVAILS, WHEREUPOS 
PETER WISHES TO WASH BOTH HEAD AND HAND. JESUS SATS IT IS FOR EXAMPLE. 



His fete ful tite he tU him tite, 15303 

Him schamed it was well sene. 
* Lauerd/' he said, " quat wil fou doo 1 

Fra mi fete do ^in hand, 
"Ne sal ))ou neuer wasche mi fete 

Quils i am man liuaud." 15308 

" Peris, if i ne ]>e wasche," he said, 

** I wil bou ynderstand, 
Sal J,ou haf na part wit me 

blis fat es lastand." 15312 

IF fat coth peris " to be tide, 

Lauerd, it ai for-bede 
Noth fete allan, hot hefd and hand, 

At to wasche i bede." 15316 

" He pat has his bodi clene," [ooi. t] 

lesua said, ** es na nede 
y&t he do wasch oght hot his fete, 

For sample tas mi dede. 15320 

IT Herkens nu," he said, " mi freindes, 

f e thing i tell yow sail, 
Me yur maister yee bi-clepe, 

And yur lauerd yee call. 15324 
Sotht it es fat sal be sene, 

Sli dai yeitt sal fall, 
For a forebisining nu your fete 

fus haf i weschen all. 15328 

IF Sin i fat lauerd and maister es 

Has f US-gat seruid yuu, 
Lok ilkan til of er o yow, 

fat yee als brefer bu. 15332 

fe semis al i yow ha don ; 

AH ha yee sene it hu, 
Dos wel for i sal noght lang 

Wit yow duell fra nu. 15336 

IF Mi leif brefer, i yow for-bed0 

fat prid be yow a-mang* 

COTTON 



his fote fulle tite til him he tite 

him shamed hit was wele sene. 

IF lorde he saide quat wiltow do. 

do fra my fete f i hande. 

f ou wasshis ham no^t sicuroli. 

f e quilest I. am liuande 

Peris if I ne f e wasshe he saide 

I. wille f ou vnderstande. 

sal f ou haue na part wif me 

of blis fat is lastande 

^ fat quof peris to be-tide 

lorde I. hit for-bede. 

nojt fete alle-an hot heued fe7*-to 

& hende f ou wasse to mede. 

he fat has his bodi clene 

ihesus saide is na nede. 

fat he do wasshe ojt hot fete 

for ensaumple takis my dede. 

IF herkenis me saide he my frendis 

f e f ing< I. telle jou salle 

mo jour maister je me bi-clepe. 

& jour lorde je calle. 

sof hit is fat sal be sene 

suche a day sal falle. 

& for ensaumple 3oure fete 

f us haue I. wasshen alle. 

IF Sin I. fat lorde & maister is. 

has fus-gate serued jou, 

loke ilkan til of er be. 

fat je als brefer bow. 

f e seruis fat I. haue 30U done 

alle haue 30 sene how. 

dos wele for I. sal no3t lang*. 

wif 30U dweUe fra now. 

My leue brefer I. jou for-bede 
fat pride be 30U a-mang* 

FAIRFAX 



9£ TELLS HIS FRIENDS THET OALL HIM MASTER, BUT HE HAS WASHED THEIR 877 
FEBT IN TOKEN THAT THET SHOULD SERVE ONE ANOTHER WITHOUT PRIDE. 



Llis fote fill tite till him he titt 

him schamed wele was sene. 15304 
'* [LJaucrd," he said, " quat es J)i will 1 

do fra mi fete J)i hand, 
Ku sal ^u neaer wasse mi fete 

to-quiles i am man liuand." 15308 
" Peris, if i ne wasse," he said, 

" i wil J)u ynderstand, 
Sal ^u haue na part wid me 

of hlis fat es lastand." 15312 

[jy]at said peris to hitid, 

" lau^rd, i ai forhede 
Noght fete allane, hot hefd and hend, 

er to wase i hede." 15316 

" He Jat hafe his bodi clene," 

iesu8 sold, '' es na nede 
pat he do wash aght hot his fete ; 

for sample tas mi dede. 15320 

[H]erkenes me, mi freindes, 

)>e )>ing i telle ju sail. 
Me jor maistir je clepe, 

and 3ur lauerd 3e call 15324 

Soth it es fat sal be sene, 

Suilk dai ^an sal it fall. 
For a forbiseneng nu ^ur fete 

3US haue I washen all. 15328 

[S]i]>en i ^at lau^ and uudstir es 

has ]}as-gat seruid ^u, 
Loke ilkan of ju till of&r, 

J)at je als bre]>er bu. 15332 

^e semis ]>at i haue 3a done, 

all haue 30 sene it hu, 
^os wele for i sal noght lang 

duell wid 3U fra nu. 15336 

[MJi leue bre)>er, i 3U forhede 

pride be 3U emang, 

gOttingbn 



His feet soone to him he drow3e : 
him shamed pat was sene 
^ Lord he seide what is J)i wille : 
do fro my feet pi honde 
Shaltou neuer wasshe hem : 
whil I am mon lyuonde 
Petur but I hem wasshe he seide : 
I wol J)ou yndirstonde 
Shal ]}ou haue no part wij) me : 
in my blisse beonde 
^ j)at seide petur to bitide : 
lord foM hit forhede 
Kot feet allone but heed & hond : 
wasshe to gete mede 
He ]}at hsLp his body clene : 
Seide ihesus is no nede 
To wasshe no ping but his feet : 
for ensaumple in dede 
^ Herkene]} me my frendes : 
of )}ing I telle 30U shalle 
Me 3oure maistir 3e clepe : 
& 3oure lord 3e calle 
Soo)> hit is & shal be sene : 
suche day shal bifalle 
For ensaumple now 3oure fete : 
^us haue I wasshen alle 
IF Si^ I )>at lord & maistir is : 
haue ^ns I serued 30W 
Loke vchone of 30U to opere : 
pat 3e as hreperen bow 
^e seruise pat I haue 30U don : 
alle haue 3e seen hit how 
DoJ wel for I wol not longe : 
dwelle yrip 30U fro now 
^ My leue hreper I 30U for bede : 
pat pride be 30U a mong 

trinity 



878 JESUS SAYS HB WILL BE BETRATED BT ONE OF THEM, BE KILLED, AND RI81 
WHEN THEY HEARD THIS THEY MISTRUSTED ONE ANOTHER SORROWFULLY. 



Yee haf me folud hider-to 

Tuelue in mikel thrang. 15340 

Bot an yow Jis ilk night 

Sal do me mikel wrang ; 
To-mom dai sal i be dempt 

On rode tre to hang ; 15344 

I sal be ded, and I sal nse, 

^ar-to sal noght be lang/' 
IF Qt^n ]>ai herd J)at he sold dei, 

And thorn fair tresun, 15348 

And fat his bodi snld be taght 

His fas |)at war felun, 
And ]>at he sold a-pon fe rode 

Thole herd passiun, 15352 

Qua suld do J)lb suike, ilkan 

Of opet had mistrun. 
Sorful J)ai J)am bicom emell, 

))ar-of ]7ai had resun. 15356 

IF ]>an spak peris first of all, 

" Lauerd, to me fou sai, 
If ]>ou sais it oght be me 

Quai i ]}an sal pe trai 1 15360 

Or wat i qua pi traitur es 

fat sua ]7e luued has ai ? '' 
*Vr lauerd sueteli his ansuar said, 

"2^ai, f ou leif peris, nai, 15364 
For in Ipia felauscip es he, 

He mai sai walawai ! cueafM,bk.ooi.i] 
IF Ful walwa ! fan mai he sing, 

fat cursed, ful o care, 
And walwa ! J)an mai sco sai 15369 

fQ moder fat him bare. 
To mare blis it had him ben 

Vnborn if fat he ware. 15372 

I sal yow teche him for to knau 

Wit mistruing namare, 

COTTON 



je haue me folowed hidder-to. 

je xij. in mykil ]>range. 

bot an of 30U fis ilk iii3t 

salle do me muche wrange 

to-morne day salle L be dampned 

on a cros to hange. 

I. salle be dede & rise fer-to, 

sal hit no3t be lange. 

IF quen ]}ai herde atte he sulde dey. 

& fat forou faire tresoun 

& atte his body sulde be tjt3t 

his fas fat ware feloun. 

& atte he sulde a-pon f e rode 

thole harde passioun. 

qua sulde do fis squike ilkane. Pjd? 

of ofer f ai had mistroun. 

& soroufulli f ai come to-geder 

f ei'-of f ai had resoun. 

IF fen spac peris first of alle 

lorde to me f ou say 

if f ou sais hit 03t be me 

quef er I salle f e tray. 

or wate I. quat f e traitour is. 

fat squa has loued f e ay. 

oure lorde squetely ansquareJ. 

saide nay f ou leue peris nay. 

for in fis felawshepe is he 

he may say waleaway. 

IF fful waleaway may he sing* 

fat cursed ful of care. 

& weleaway mai he say. 

f e moder atte him bare. 

to mare blis hit had him bone 

vn-borne if atte he ware 

I. salle 30U teyche him for to knaw. 

wif mistrowning* na mare. 

FAIRFAX 



FETER SPOKB FIBST, AND ASKED IF IT WAS HE WHO WOULD BETRAY HIM. 879 
JESUS ANSWEBSy ** NAT j BUT HE IS IN THIS FELLOWSHIP, HE IS GUBSED.'' 



36 haue me folad liidreto 

tuelae in mekil thrang. 15340 

Eot ane of 3a ^is ilk night 

Sal do me mekil wiang ; 
To-mom )>an sal i dampnid be 

on Tode tre to hang ; 15344 

I sal dei, fuid i sal rise, 

]7ar-to sal noght be lang." 
[Q]uen ]7ai herd ^at he suld dei, 

and thorn ^air tresun, 15348 

And ^at his bodi suld be taght Df i<»,bk] 

his fas j)at ware felon, 
And ^t he suld apon ^e rode 

thole hard passiun, 15352 

Qua suld do J^is, suike ilkane 

of o^er had mistroun. 
And sorful ^ai bicome faim emelle, 

|>ar-of ^ai had lesun. 15356 

[^]an spac petir first of all, 

" lauerd, to me ]>u sai, 
Que^r ]>u sais it oght bi me 

quej)er i sal ^ bi-trail 15360 

QueJ)er wat i qua ^i traitur es 

^t sua ^e luued has ai T' 
vr lauerd suetli gaue him ansuar, 

''nai pUy peris, nai, 15364 

Bot in ]>is felaschip es he ; 

he mai sing of wailwai ! 
[F]ul walawai ! ^an mai he sing, 

^at cursed, ful of care, 15368 

And walawai ! als mai scho sai 

pe mod^ pat him bare, 
To more blis it had him bene 

vnbom if he ware. 15372 

I sal ju teche him for to kn'ku 

mistrouuing wid na mare, 
gOttingen 



^e haue me folwed hidurto : 

30 twelue in muehel prong 

Oon of 30U pia ilke nyjt : 

Shal do me muehel wrong 

To morwe shal I demed be : 

on rode tre to hong 

I shal de^e & aftir rise : 

perto shal be not long 

^ wheime ])ei herde pat he shulde de^e : 

^our^e oon of her tresoun 

And ]}at lus body shulde be take : 

wij) his foos feloun 

And als he shulde on pe rode : 

suffur harde passioun 

[ 

. . no gap in Trinitt/ ^ Laud MSS,] 
To sorwe sadly in her herte : 
]}o were )>ei ful boun 
^ penne spake petur furste of alle : 
lord to me ^u say 
Wher f ou seist hit ou^t bi me : 
pat I shal ^e bi tray 
whef er woot I who f i traitour is : 
& I haue louede pe ay 
Oure lord swetely him vnswerde : 
& seide petur nay 
But in p\a felowshipe is ho : 
he may saye weyleway 
^ weyleway f enne may he synge : 
fat cursed ful of care 
And pe same may she say : 
pe modir pat him bare 
To more blisse hit had him bene : 
vnbome if he ware 
I shal 30U teche him to knowe : 
)>ou3e pat he now dare 

trinity 



880 JESUS OAVE THE MOBSEL TO JUDAS, WHO TOOK IT FROM HIS HAND AND SWAtr 
LOWED IT ; SATAN CREPT IN WITH THAT MORSEL, AND KINDLED VENOM IN JUDAS. 



Her efterward yeit sal yee se, 

Ful il sun sal he fare. 15376 

^ He fat i to wete )>e bred, 

]>at ilk es he, ]>at baald ; " 
ludas opeud ]>an his muth 

ar he J)at to was cald, 15380 

Son it was ]>at morsel bun, 

he dight it als he wald, 
And ludas suelid it onan, 

)>at si])en his maister said. 15384 



here efterwarde ^et salle je se. 
fol il atte he salle fare. 
IF qua of me takis ^ia brede 
]}at ilk is he fat balde 
ludas opened fen is mouf 
or he f 6r-to was calde. 
sone hit was f e morsel boun 
he di3t hit as he walde. 
& ludas squolowde hit anoun. 
fat sif en his maister salde. 



[TJie Betrayal and Last Hours of CJirist,'] 



H Yte of vr lauerd hand hali 

f e morsel laght ludas. 
Wit fat ilk morsel he laght, 

crep in him sathanas. 15388 

Of all yenim and of envi 

ful kindeld yp he ras, 
Fra fan he ran him ilk fote, 

ne yode he noght fe pas 15392 
Til he come him til fat in, 

far wonde sir caiphas, 
far he f e luus befor him fand, 

his aun lauerd fas. 15396 

He fat suilk a lauerd for-sok 

mai sai ful mani alas ! 
^ C^uen. f is traitur til f am come, 

in consail he fam fand, 15400 

Hu f ai moght vr lauerd tak, 

f ai wald him haf in hand, 
f ai asked ludas quat he wald ? 

he said, "to bring tifand 15404 
lesiis f e p?'ophet quar to find, 

fat yee er sua 3emand. 
Quar his innes ar to night 

wel i can yow bring, 15408 

COTTON 



. IF Out of our lordes hali hande 
f e morsel toke ludas 
& wif fat ilk snade he lajt 
crepped in him sathanas. 
ful of venuw & enuy. 
ful kindeled vp he ras 
fra fan he ranne him ilka fote 
3ode he no3t a pas 
til he come til fat in 
f er woned caiphas 
f e iewus ri3t f er he fande 
fat ware his lorde fas. 
he fat him for-soke 
may say ful many alias. 

auen f is traitour til ham come. 
In consaile he ham fande. 
how f ai mu3t our lorde take 
f ai walde him haue in hande 
f ai asked ludas quat he walde 
he saide to bring* tif ande 
Ihe^us f e prophete for to finde 
fat 3e ar 3emande. 
IF quare his innes ar to-ni3t 
ful wele I. con 30U bring* 

FAIRFAX 



HI BOSS AND BAN TO GAIAPHaS HOUSB, WHERE HE FOUND THE JEWS IN 881 
OOUNOIL. HE GAME TO TELL WHERE TO FIND THE PROPHET. 



Here eftirward sone sal ^e se, 

f al ille >an sal he fare. 15376 

[H]e fat i to wite )>e biede, 

^at ilk es he, )>at bald ; " 
ladas opind )>an his moath 

are he )»r-to was cald, 15380 

Sone ]mn was ^t morsel bane, 

he dight it als he wald, 
And iadas suelad it on-ane, 

^at syden his nudstir said. 15384 



Here aftir soone shul ^e se : 

fill eael shal he fare 

IF He )}at I to take ^is breed : Df 96,bki 

hit is he to bihalde 

ludas opened ^o his moxip : 

ar he )>erto were calde 

Soone was ^at mossel boun : 

he di)t hit as he walde 

And ludas swolewed hit a doon : 

& si^n his lord salde 



[The Betrayed and Last Hours of Christ!] 



[V]te of vr laoml hali hand 

^ morsel laght iudas, 
wid ^t ilk snade he laght, 

croupe in him sathanas. 15388 

Of all venime and eneui 

ful kindeld vp he ras, 
Fra ))an he ran him ilk fote, 

ne ^ede he noght a pas 15392 

Till he come to fat in 

ysiX woned in sir caiphas, 
^r he }>e iuus forwid fand, 

his auen lau^ fas. 15396 

He ^at suilk a lau^rd forsok 

Mai sai mani alias ! 
[Q]uen ^19 traitur to )>aim come, 

in consail he ]}aim fand, 15400 

Hu ^ai might vr lau^ take, 

)>ai wald him haue in hand, 
^ai askid iudas quat he wald 1 

he said, " to bring tij^and 15404 
lera ^ prophete quare to find, 

je er sua nu grenand. 
[QJnar his innes es to night 

ful wele i can ^u bring, 15408 

66 oOttinobn 



If Out of oure lordis holy hond : 
\ai mossel cau3t ludas 
Wi]} |)at ilke same breed : 
in to him crepte sathanas 
Of al venym and of envye : 
ful kyndeled he was 
Fro ])enne he ran vche fote : 
jode he not a pas 
Til he coom to )>at In : 
)>cre woned cayphas 
)>ere he ]>e lewos bifom fond : 
in ^at same plas 
He )>at suche a lord for soke : 
my^te seye mony alias 
^ whenne fai traitour to hem coom : 
in counsel he hem fonde 
How ]>ei mi^te oure lord take : 
))ei wolde him haue in honde 
]}ei asked ludaa what he wolde : 
he seide I bringe ti]}onde 
Ihe^u \q prophete where to fynde : 
]>at muche is jou grenonde 
If where his in is to nyjt : 
wel I con 30U bringe 

trinity 



882 JUDAS BATS HE WILL OTYE T7P JESUS. THE JEWS WELCOME JUDAS, AND BAR 
GAIN WITH HIM, BUT IT FELL OUT ILL WITH THEM ! HE ASKED BUT 80 PENCE. 



If yee me oght of yurs giue, [ool 2] 

J)at i wijt for quat thing, 
In handes yur i sal him teche ; 

Hald yee it na hething." 15412 
All jfoi said to sir ludas, 

" fou art a dughti dring, U rtaa halt] 
And godder-hali^ ]>an sal )>ou se, 

For luue fis techeing." 15416 
If ]}is marchandis, lauerdinges leif. 

Had we of mikel nede, 
Bot to ]>aim ]>at ]>e cheping did, 

it fel to mikel vnspede. 15420 

^ai asked ludas (\uai he wald 

ask ]>am for his mede. 
And he ^at traitur fell, ]}am said, 

"bot thritti penis gnede." 15424 
% " Mak ]>ou us seker of him, her lo ! 

)>e penis we f e bede ; " 
** Quat sekemes nu wil yee mare ? 

til him i sal yow lede ; 15428 

Quar abute a-bide yee nu, 

bot go we better spede," 
" And yee him sal haf at your will, 

if i mai right rede." 15432 

If Quen y\a wreche ludas f us 

receiued had lus fang, 
" Comes forth, god men," he said, 

" qui duel yee sa langi 15436 

)>ai armed ]}am p&n al prmeli, 

for to ma J^am Strang, 
Wit suerd and ax and wapend wel, 

and als wit staf and stang. 15440 
If Quen fai war armed in )>at curt, 

ludas pam stod omang ; 
]>e traitur fals J^an said to J^aim, 

" wit me nu sal yee gang, 15444 

COTTON 



quat wil 30 me to mede giue. 
I wil knaw quat J^ing*. 
In handes joures L salle him teyche 
*haldes hit for na he]}ing 
alle )>ai saide to sir ludas. 
^ou art a dujti dring*. 
Ss goder haile saltow se. 
for loue of fi ti)>iiig* 
If ]>is marchandis lording^ leue 
had we of mikil nede 
bot to ham atte ]>e cheping dide 
hit fel to mikil vnspede 
]7ai askid ludas quat he walde 
haue vn-to his mede. 
& ^at fel traitour saide 
bot XXX. penis gnede 
make jfoxi vs siker of him here 
lo )>e penis we bede. 
quat sikemes wil ^e mare, 
til him I. sal 90U lede. 
gif me ]>e platia & go we now 
& hast us bett^ spede. 

[ • • 

. no gap in Fairfax ^ Laud MSS,] 

auen ^is wrecched ludas )>U8 
resceyued had his fange. 
come for]} godemen he saide. 
quy dwelle ^e now sa lange. 
]}ai armed ham alle priueli 
for to make ham strange. 

[ 

. no gap in Fairfax ^ Laud MSSJ] 
quen fai ware armed in Jat court 
ludas stode amang< 
)>e traitour fals J^en saide til ham 
wi]) me now salle ^e gange 

FAIRFAX 



MAKE THB BABOAIN BUBS. WHEN HE IS PAID HE HASTENS 
TO GO OUT WITH HIM, BTBONGLT ARMED WITH WEAPONS. 



883 



If 36 me oght of jores giae, 

yt i wit for qu&t fing, 15410 

In jor handia i sal him teche ; 

hald )e it na h«ting." 
All ])ai said to sir iudas, 

*' ^u ert a dughti dnng, 15414 

And goderhale na sal )>a se, 

forluueof)>i8chifing.i" ^'^i^' 
[^Jis marchandis, laud/*diiiges leue, 

had we of mekil nede, 15418 

Bot to )>aim fat pe cheping did, 

it fell to mekil ynnsp[e]de. 
yai askid iadas quat he wald 

aske )>aim for his mede. 15422 

And he, ]Kit traitor fell, )>aim said, 

" bot thritti penis gnede." P i«i io4] 
> ** Hake Jm ys sikir of him, lo ! here 

fe penis we )>e bede ;" 15426 

** Qnat sekemes na wiU je marel 

till him i sal ^a lede ; 
Quar abate a-bide je na, 

bot go we better spede.'' 15430 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,] 
[Q]uen )>is wreche iadas J^os 

rescaiaed had his fang, 15434 

" Comes forth god men,'' he said, 

'' na, qai daell ^e saa lang 1 " 
yta armid )>aim all pnaeli, 

all for to make ^aim Strang, 15438 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8.] 
Qaen )>ai war armed in J)at cart, 

iadas )>aim stod amang ; 15442 

pe traitar fals ])an said to ^aim, 

** wid me )>an sal ^e gang, 
oOttinoin 



If je wol oujte of ^oares 3yae : 

]>en77« woot I for wliat ^inge 

In to 3oure hondes I shal him take : 

holde hit no lesyuge 

Alle fei seide to Sir ludas : 

^oa art to vs loajnge 

A good bargeyn hastoa made : 

welcom to J^is gederynge 

^ ])is marchaa/idise lordynges alle 

had we to mychel nede 

But to hem fat fe chepyng made : 

hit fel to myche vnspede 

ludas pei seide what woltou haue : 

of vs for pi mede 

And he pat traitour felouit seide : 

but pnttj pens in dede 

Make vs ^ei seide siker of him : 

]>o pens here we pe bede 

What sikemes he seide wol je more : 

to him I wol 30a lede 

Wher aboute abyde je now : 

go we better spede. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
% when77e p^A wrecche Iadas : 
had his money fonge 
Come)> for]) he seide J)o : 
why ^e dwelle so longe 
^ei armed hem soone pnuely : 
for to make hem stronge 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

Whenne ^ei were armed in pat court : 
ludas hem stood amonge 
]>e traitour fals seide hem to : 
ynp me shul je gonge 

TRINITY 



884 JUDA8 TELLS THE MEN THAT THEY MU8T TAKE HIM WHOM HE KISSES. 
HE WILL GO FORTH TO HAIL HIM; THET MUST FOLLOW CLOSE. 



]}e man J^at i youu sal bitecbe, 

abate bim bas gret tbrang, 
A taken ^an i sal youu giue, 

Jat yee sal nogbt ga wrang. 15448 
IF Knau yee f e man fat yee sal tak 

binigbt]" fai said " nai." 
** Q^^arwit J)at be sal knaun be 

a taken i sal yow sai 15452 

]}at ilk man yee se me kis, 

band on bim yee lai, 
^ror Jat es be yee ga to seke." 15455 

"it sal be don," cotb fal P leaf 85,o<a.ij 
" For to bails bim fair i sal 

ga furtb wit yow yur wai, 
And lok yee folu me nere band." 

" And sua we sal, parfai ! " 15460 
" j>a,t time ]>at yee me se bim kis, 

lais band on bim onan. 
He bas wit bim sum men, i-wiss, 

bot armed es ]}ar nan. 15464 

If )>ai bigin Jam for to werr, 

yee lok fat all be slan ; " 
Suilk was pe talking o fat traitur, 

to do bis lau6rd be tan. 15468 

Ha ! quat fis traitur iudas was 

vnkind batb and felun, 
fat f us bis suete lauerd sogbt 

vn-to dampnacion, 15472 

Bettur had bim ben to ba ben ded, 

or ben wit batail bun, 
fan wit a kissing on f is wisse, 

bim baf dun sli tresun. 15476 

Bot sene es nu be serued ar 

bis moder malisun. 
Ha ! f ou Judas, traitur, tbef, 

felunest in lede ! 15480 

COTTON 



f e man fat I. 30U sal be-teycbe 

aboute bim bas grete f rang*. 

for f i takin I. salle 30U giue 

atte je ga no^t wrange. 

IF knaw ^e f e man fat ^e sal take 

be ni3t f ai saide nay 

quar-wif fat be salle knawen be 

a takin I. salle 30a say. 

fat ilk man ^e se me kisse [Uftf nj 

^our bande on bim je lay 

for fat is be we ga to seke 

bit sal be done quof f ai. 

for til bails bim faire I. salle. 

ga forf wif 30U in way 

& loke ^e folow me nerebande 

3US f ai saide parfay. 

If f e quilist fat je me se bim kis. 

lay bande on bim a-nane. 

be bas wif bim sum men I.-wis 

bot armed is f er nane. 

if f ai be-gyn bam to were. 

loke f ai alle be slane. 

sucbe was f e talking* of fat traitour 

to do bis lorde be tane. 

If A quat f is traitour Iudas was 

vnkinde baf & feloun. 

fat f us bis squete lorde S03t. 

yn-to dampnacioun. 

bett^ bim bad bene, to be dede f 

or bene wif bataile boun 

fen wif a kissing* of sucbe wise 

bim baue done f is tresoun. 

bit semis now be serued are. 

bis moder malisoun. 

If A f ou Iudas traitour tbefe 

falsest in any lede. 

FAIRFAX 



THET MUST KILL THE MEN WITH JBSUS IF THEY SHOW FIGHT. WHAT AN 885 
UNNATURAL TRAITOR ! BETTER HAVE BEEN SLAIN THAN BETRAY WITH A KISS. 



pe man ^t i sal ju bitheche, 

a-bate bim has grete thiang, 
^ar-for a takeining i 3U giue, 

pat 36 ga nogbt wrang. 15448 

[KJnau 36 pe man fai 30 sal take 

bi night 1" fai said "nay." 
** Quar-wid 30 sal him knau, 

a taken i sal 3U say. 15452 

pat ilk man 36 se me kiss, 

3ur handes on him 36 lay, 
For pat es he -owe go to take." 

'' it sal be done," said )>ay. 15456 
*' For to hals him faire i sal 

ga forwid 3U pe way, 
And loke 30 folud me nerehand." 

" And sua we sal, parfay !" 15460 
" [TJo-quilis ^e se me him kis, 

lais handis on him on-ane, 
He has wid him sum men^ i-wis, 

bot armed es J)ar nane. 15464 

If psl bigin ^aim forto were, 

loke ^ai all be slaine ; " 
Soilk takening was of pat traitur, 

to do his lauerd be tane. 15468 
[H]a ! quat )>is traytar iudas 

was vnkind and felon ! 
^at ^us his suete laoerd soght 

ynto dampnacion, 15472 

Better him hade ben to bene dede, 

or bene wid bataile buno, 
^an wid a kissing on pia wise, 

him haue done sli tresune. 15476 
Bot sene es nu he serued are 

bis modir malisune. 
[H]a ! ptL iudas, traitur, thef, 

felunest in lede ! 15480 

gOttingen 



))6 mon ^at I shal 30U biteche : 
aboute him faste ^e J^ronge 
Jjerfore a tokene I shal 30U 3yue : 
pat 3e go not wronge 
If Knowe 36 him pat ^e shul take : 
^enne seide fei nay 
Wherby 36 shul him knowe : 
a token I shal 30U say 
pat mon pat 30 se me kisse : 
hondcs on hiin 30 lay 
For pat is ho we gon to take : 
hit shal be do seide J^ay 
Him to clippe aboute pe necke : 
I go bifore pe way 
And loke 30 folwe' me ne3ehonde : 
3US J)ei seide parfay 
IF whil 3e se me kisse him : D«ftf M] 
leye hondes on him allone 
Mony opere he hap wi]) him : 
but armed is fere none 
If pel bigynne to wame 30U him : 
loke fei be soone slone 
Suche tokenes 3af ]}at traitour 
to ben his lordis bone 
IF A )>at fia traitour Iudas : 
was ful of felonye 
]}at ]}U3 his swete lord sou3t : 
to do him for to dye 
Betturhad him bene to haue bene deed : 
so dere he shulde hit bye 
pen wif a kissyng on f is wise : 
his lord done triccherye 
his modir malisoun he had : 
pat sene was sikerlye 
If As fon traitour Iudas ]>eof : 
feloun foulest in lede 

trinity 



886 JUDAS, HOW DID IT ENTER THT HEART TO SLAY THT LORD FOR MEED 1 PETER 
COMES TO JESUS IN THE TOWN, SAYING, ** WE ELEVEN ARE READY TO RESIST ; 



O ]>i mikel wickednes 

mai al ^is werld nu rede. 15482 
Ha moght it sco in-to his hert, 

For to do suilk a dede, 
Suilk a lauerd al for to sla 

and ])ar-for ta \>i mede? 15486 

^ou yeild again pat pon has tan, 

)>of ])oa ^ar-to J^e bede, 
foM was an es )>e traitur mast 

^at euer was in thede. 15490 

Leue we nu of iudas here 

to sai and his tresun. 
To spek o ie^u J^ar he was 

herberd in fat tun. 15494 

Hu sent petre mened' him to, 

and said him ]>is resun, 
*' pou sal be tra\jst laaerd, to night, 

it es noght to mistrun, 15498 

Elleuen er we yeitt to witstand 

wit ]}e, all redi bun. 
If If f ai cum f e for to take, [ooi. i] 

we sal ]}e werr ^am fra, 15502 

We er herdi men i-nou 

agains iudas vr fa." 
" Quat wepens ha yee 1 " coth iesus, 

" sir, we haf suerdes tua." 15506 
^an he bad fam. all be still, 

and said, ** i-nou er ]}aa, 
H I do yow to wijt, mi brej>er leif, 

f&t lang es sij^en gan 15510 

pat ^emed i haf pia ilk mete, 

mast at ete of an. 
Iudas sal now com in hi, 

for to do me be tan, 15514 

And yee for soth sal efter me 

be ful will o wan." 

COTTON 



of ^i mykil wekkednes 

may al pia werlde of rede. 

how mujt hit falle in ])i hert 

to be-gyn suche a dede. 

suche a lorde for to sla. 

& ^ar^fore take ]}i mede 

J)ou ^ilde a-gayne atte )>ou has tane 

wif louyng & wij) bede 

]70u was & is J)e traitour mast. 

))at eu^r ^et was in thede. 

Leue we now Iudas here 
allane wi]) his tresoun. 
to speke of Ihe^u per was 
herbered in J^at toun. 
how seint Petre mened him to. 
Ss saide him ]>is resoun. 
povL salle be saued lorde to-nijt 
hit is no3t to mistroun. 
xj. ar we jette to stands, 
we pe alle redy boun. 
IF if ]}ai come pe to take, 
we salle ham were pe fra. 
we ar hardy men I.-nogh. 
a-gayne Iudas our fa 
quat weppenis haue ^e qnop ihe^us 
sir we haue squordis twa. 
pen he bad ham alle be stille 
& saido I. -now ar p&. 
IF I do 30U wete my hreper dere 
]}at lange is Bipen gane. 
J)at 3emed L haue pia ilk mete 
maste atte ete of an. 
Iudas sal now come in bye 
for to do me be-tane. 
& ^e foT-Bop sal efter me 
be left ful wil of wane. 

FAIRFAX 



IF THKT COKE TO TAKE TOU WE SHALL FIGHT.** JESUS BIDS THEM BE STILL; 887 
<< MT DEAR BRETHREN, I HAVE GRIEVED FOR THIS ; YE WILL BE LEFT WOFUL.*' 

Of ^i mekil wickidnes Of jfi machel wickednes : 

mai all ]>is world na drede. 15482 may al ]7is world drede 

Ha might it schope into pi hert. How my^t hit shape into ])in hert : 

to do soilk a dede, to do so fool a dede 

Soilk a lao^rd for to sla Suche a lord to do be slayn : 

and ]>arfor take )>i mede 1 15486 & )>erfore take mede 

fu. 3eilde again fat fn has tane, [ 

^u ]»rto ^e bede, 

fn was and es J)e traitnr mast 

^t eu^re was in thede. 15490 . . no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS.] 

[Ljeue we na iadas of here If Leae we of ludas here : 

to sal of his tresan, to speke of his tresoan 

To speke of iegVL fax he was To telle of ihe^a ])6re he was : 

herberd in )>e tan. 15494 herbored in )>e tou;» 

Ha saint petir menid him to, How petor him bymened : 

and said him )>is resan, & seide fia resou/i 

^' J)a sal be tra^'st lau^rd, to-night, ^u shal bitrayed be lord to ny3t : 

it es noght mistran, 15498 bi a fals feloun 

Elleaen er we jeit to stand Elleaen are we ^itt to stonde : 

vid ]>e, all redi ban. vfijf fe al redy boun 

[Ijf ani come )>e forto take, ^ If any com pe to take : 

we sal fe were f&im fra, 15502 we wol ^e kepe hem fro 

we er hardi men enogh. We are hardy men I-nowe : 

a-gain iadas vr fa." P itof ioi,bMk] a3eyn Iadas oare fo 

' " Quat wapins haae ^e ? " said iesus, What wepenes haue je seide ihemi« : 

" sir, we haue saerdis taa." 15506 sir we haae swerdes two 

^an he bad )>aim all be stille, })eniie he bad hem alle be stille : 

and said, ** enoa er ]}a, Ss seide Inow^e are po 

[I] do ya witt, mi bref er dere, IF I do joa to witen bref e/'e dere : 

fat lang es 8iJ)en gane 15510 fat longe hit is a gone 

^at grened i haae fia ilk mete, fat I haae greij^ed ]>is ilke mete : 

mast at ete of ane. moost to ete of one 

Iadas sal na cam in hij, Iadas hie]) him fal fast : 

forto do me be tane, 15514 come]; he not allone 

And 3e forsoth sal efter me je forso^ shal aftir me : 

be left ftd will of wane." be laste fal wille of wone 

O^TTINGEN TRINITY 



888 THB DISCIPLES ARE SORROWFUL, JESUS TELLS PETER TO COMFORT HIS BRE- 
HBSXJS WHEN HE IS GONE. PETER SATS HE WILL FOLLOW HIK IN WEAL AND WOE. 



If Q^en, ]?ai vnderstode )>is worde, 

A soroing ]7ai bigan, 15518 

And YT lauerd oald eft sith 

petre, and said him ^an, 
** Petre, freind, self sathanas 

has asked )>e to fan, 15522 

He wil J)e sift nu if he mai, 

as man dos corn or bran. 
Bot ic haf praid for ^i faith 

fat it stand gain ssiJian. 15526 
If Petre, comforth brewer )>in 

quen i am ledd yow fra." 
*' Lauerd/* he said, " Jou wat pat i 

^e luue and dred al-sua, 15530 

I am redi to fola J)e 

bath in wel and wa ; 
Bath to pnsnn and to ded, 

for ^i luue wil i ga.'' 15534 

IF ^an bi-heild J)am lauerd hind 

apon ]}at suete meigne, 
^at ful mikel muming mad, 

ful soruful on to se. 15538 

" Ha mi leif fernet," he said, 

" ful wel yeitt sal yow be, 
y\a ilk night sal be a sculd 

bituix yow and me. 15542 

Til vnmesur mismai yow noght, 

for time sal cum jiat yee 
Sal yur vngladnes f&t es nu 

haf tumd in to gle. 15546 

Itrorjof miflextofambetaght, gj.^j*»*'» 

Als prophetis has sett, 
])at thoru mi ded a-pon ]7e rode 

sal mans bale be bette, 15550 

1 sal rise on ^e thrid dai, 

to lyf wit-vten lett 

COTTON 



If Quen ]}ai vnderstode ^is worde 

in screwing* )>ai be-gan. 

& cure lorde calde eft sij)e 

peter & saide him fan, 

Petre frende self sathanas 

has asked fe to fan. 

he wille ^e sift if he may. 

als man dos come Ss bran. 

bot I. haue praied for J)i faij) 

to stande agayne sathan. 

^ Petre confort bref er J)ine 

quen I. am led J)e fra. 

lorde he saide je wate atte I. 

fe loue & drede alsqua. 

I am redy to folow J)e 

ba)> in wele & wa. 

to sufire pnsoun & al-so dede. 

for )>i loue wil I ga. 

If fen be-helde fat lorde hende 

a-pon fat squete meyne 

fat f aire mikU mourning made 

ful sorouful vn-to se. 

a my leue bref er he saide 

ful wele sal je be 

f is ilk ni3t salle be parting^ 

be-twix 30U and me. 

loke je 30U disconfort no^t 

a time 3ette salle 3e se 

fat jour myche vn-gladnes 

salle tume 30U vn-to glee 

IF fifor 30U my flesshe to ham is tajt 

as prophecy is sette. 

^1F fat forou my dede a-pon fe rode. 

salle mannis saule be bette. [> i«af 7«,bk] 

I. salle rise on f e f rid day 

to liue wif-outen lette. 

FAIRFAX 



THB LORD LOOKED ON THE MOURNIXa OOMPANY, ''DEAR FRIENDS, WE MUST 889 
PART, BUT TOUR SORROW SHALL TURN INTO JOY. I SHALL RISE THE THIRD DAY." 



[Q]uen fsi ynderstod )>is word, 

a-sommg )>an bigan, 15518 

And YT l&uerd cald eft sith 

petir, and said him ^an, 
" Petir freind, self sathanas 

has askid fe to fan, 15522 

He will pe siften if he mai, 

ak men dos com in bam. 
Bot i haue praid for ^e faith 

fat it stand gain sathan. 15526 
[P]etre, comfort brej)er J)ine 

quen i am ledd ju fra." 
" Lauerd," he said, " J)u wat J)at i 

pe lane and drede alsua, 15530 

I am redi ]>e to folu 

bath in we[l] and wa ; 
Bath to preson and to dede, 

for pi luue will i ga.^ 15534 

[}»]an bihelde ^t lauerd heind 

apon pat suete meygne, 
>at psLT mekil muming made, 

fill sorful on )>aim to se. 15538 

'* Ha mi leue famet,'' he said, 

" ful wele )>an sal 3a be, 
]>is ilke night sal be a skaile 

bi-tuix ya and me. 15542 

Till vnmesure mismay ju noght 

for time sal cum pat p 
Sal jnr soru pat es nu 

haue tumed in-to gle. 15546 

[F]or )>ogh mi fless to J)aim be taght, 

als propheci has sett, 
pat thorn mi dede apon ^e rode 

sal mannes bale be bett, 15550 

I sal rise on pQ thridd dai, 

to liue widvten lett. 
gOttingen 



IF when^ze )>ei vndirtoke fis word : 

a sorwyng ]}ei bigon 

And oure lorde calde petur : 

& seide to him )>on 

Petur he seide sathanas : 

oon is is of ^i foon 

hsLp asked now to fonde : 

pe ]}i self allon 

But I haue preyed for )>i feij) : 

pat hit stonde as stoon 

IF Petur coumforte brepcr fine : 

whenne I am lad 30U fro 

lord he seide f ou woost : 

pat 1 loue pe & drede also 

I am redy pe to folwe : 

bofe in wele & wo 

Bof e to prisoun and to def : 

for Ji loue wole I go, 

If penne bihelde pat lord hende : 

vpon pat swete meyne 

How myche J^ei moumyng made : 

& sorweful were to se 

A my leue frendes he seide : 

ful wel shal 30U be 

pia nyjt shal ben a scateryng : 

bitwene 30U & me 

In no manere mysse may I 30U nou3t : 

for tyme shal come pat ^e 

^ Shul al pe sorwe pat ^e haue now : 

be tumed 30U in to gle piaaf oc, txack] 

IF For ]}0U3e my flesshe be to hem take : 

as prophecie ha]? sett 

And bi my dee]) on pe rode : 

shal monnes synne be bet 

I shal rise pe pndde day : 

to lif wij)0uten let 

trinity 



890 JBSUB TELLS THEM HE WILL MEET THEM IN OALILEE. PETER SATS THEY WILL 
8UFFBB TOGETHER. *^ DEAR FRIEND, ALTHOUGH THET WILL WREAK THEIR WILL 



And quefiL we sal in galilee, 

eft be aamen mete, 15554 

Al fe care jee nu sal haf, 

clenU yee sal for-gett. 
IF Petre, be fou nogbt to radd, 

ma not to mlkel care, 15558 

Yee weind yow in-to galilee, 

and i sal mete yow Jare." 
" I," he said, " to leue J)e )>us 1 

fai sal be neuer mare, 15562 

Bot sal we elles suffi-e samen, 

bath soft and sare/' 
" Do wai, leif frend," coth iesw, 

^* pou sal nite me oft are, 15566 
IF ])ou sal pam se yeitt to night 

do me fill gret spite, 
For fat' wald writ on me f ou wat 

al ]}air attn wijt, pr#«i|>«i] 15570 
Ar pe cock him crau to-night, 

thris ]}ou sal me nite. 
And sai fat fou me neuer sagh, 

bes far na langer lite. 15574 

Bot f oa sal couer and comforth f am 

fat f ou sees in fair site, 
And f e and fin, bath of yur care, 

i sal yow mak all quite." 15578 
If Alle f e apostels fan bi-gan 

to fal a-pon a gret ; 
And fan he went als he was wont 

vn-to mont oliuete, 15582 

Thre disciplis wit him yede 

foluand at his fete. 
** Bides here, and prai," he said, 

" i sal cum to yow skete.'* 15586 
Fra f aim he yode fan allan 

a stancast wel o strete. 

COTTON 



& quen we salle in galilee 

eft be sammyn mette 

alle f e care atte je haue now. 

clanly je sal for-gette. 

^ Petre be f ou nojt a-dred. 

make nojt to mykil care. 

3e wende 30U in-to galilee. 

& I sal mete 30U fare. 

I. he saide to leue f e f us 

fat sal be neuer mare. 

we salle ga in company i 

& suffre bafe a sare 

do wai leue frende qtiof ihe^us 

f ou salle for-sake me are. 

IF f ou sal se ham jet to-nijt 

do me ful grete dispite 

for f ai wille wrif e on me. 

f ingi fat is f aire wite. 

or f e cok him craw to-nijt. 

fries f ou salle me nyte. 

& say atte f ou me neuer sagh. 

bes fare na langer lite. 

bot f ou sal couer & confort ham 

fat sitis in sorou & site. 

& f e & ham baf of joure care. 

I. salle 30U make ful quite. 

IF alle fe apo^fles fen be-gan. 

to falle a-pon a grete 

& ho him jode as wonte he was 

to f e mount oliuete. 

iij. disciplis wif him jode 

folowande atte his fete. 

a-bides here & prayes he saide 

I. salle come to 30U skete. 

fra ham he jode him allane 

a stane caste of a strete. 

FAIRFAX 



OK Ml TO-NIOHT, ERE THE OOCK OBOWS THOU WILT THRICE DENT ME." THET 891 
FALL WEEPINQ, AND FOLLOW HIM TO OLIVET. HE BIDS THEM STAT AND PRAT. 



And qnen we sail in galile, 

eft be samen mett, 15554 

All pe care 30 nu sal haae, 

fal clene je sal forgett. 
[P]etre, be )>a noght to lad, 

make noght to mekil care, 15558 
^e weind 3U in-to galile, 

and i sal mete ju J^are." 
" I," he said, " to leue J)e f us 

^at sal be neu«r mare^ 15562 

£ot sal we elHs snffir samen, 

bath soft and sare." 
''Do wai, leue £reind,'' said iesua )>an, 

" )>a sal me nickin are, 15566 

[p]u sal ^ feAm jeit to night 

yo me ful gret dispite, 
Por fai wald writh on me fn wate 

all pair auen wite, 15570 

Ar pe koc him crau to-night, 

thries )>a sal me nite, 
And sai ^at pn me neu^ sau, 

bes ^ar no langer lite. 15574 

Bot )>u sal couer and cumfort )>aim 

pat pM seis in J)air site, 
And pe and J^aim, bath of yxr [care], 

i sal 3U make fal quite." 15578 

[A]ll ]}e apostlis J^an bigan 

to fall apon pe ground ; 
^And he him went als he was wont 
. vnto f e mont oliuete, c*iwifi«] 

Thre disciplis wid him jode 15583 

foluand at his fete. 
'* Abides here, and praies," he said, 

'' i sal cum to ^u skete." 15586 

Fra ]}aim he jode, pSLU. him allane 

wele a stan cast of strete. 
gOttingen 



And whenne we shul in galile : 
efte to gider be met 
Alle pe cares pat ^e haue now : 
clene shul ^e forget 
^ Petur be Jjou not to ferde : 
I bidde pe herfore 
But wende ^e in to galile : 
& I shal mete 30U ^ore 
Naj sir he seide to leue pe puB : 
pat shal be neuer more 
But suffer wol we to gider : 
bo]}e sofie Ss sore 
Dowey seide ihesua )>o : 
J)ou shal forsake me ore 
If ]}ou shal se hem 3itt to ny^t : 
do me greet deray 
For )>ei wolde on me wreke : 
al her owne affray 
)>ou shal ar pe cokke crowe : 
forsake me juries I say 
And say |)at ]>ou me neuer se3e : 
hit be)> noon ofere way 
But pou. shal couer & coumforte hem : 
pat J)ou seest in delay 
And ^e & hem of 30ure woo : 
I make quyt som day 
If Alle pe apostles ^ bigon : 
to grounde to falle so mete 
him self went as he was wont : 
to mount of olyuete 
pre disciples wi]) him 3ede : 
folewyng at his fete 
Abidef here & preyef he seide : 
I shal com to 30U swete 
Anoon he ^ede a stones cast : 
bi syde |)at ilke strete 

trinitt 



892 JBSUS TOOK THREE WITH HIM APART; HE TAUGHT THEM AS A FATHER 
DOES HIS SON, AND SHOWED THEM THE ANGUISH OF HIS HEART. 



H "Wit him he thre apostek toke, 

ar he mad his praier, 15590 

Petre, lams, and sant lou, 

})er thre him derrest wer. 
Priueli })am ledd him wit [oou t] 

for-qui })ai war him dere, 15594 
And sceud ]>am arpon })e mont, 

his consail for to here. 
Als dos ))e fader to fe a\in, 

he can ))am teche and lere, 15598 
And of angus in his hert 

til ]>am al mad he clere. 
H '' Mi saul es sorful to ))e ded 

}at i sal suffer son, 15602 

To-quils i ga mi praier mak 

ye bide me here on hone." 
A stancast ])an fra ))aim he yode, 

and ]>ar he made his bone, 15606 
Til his fader der of heuen 

})at sittand es in Irone. 
Of his soru mai naman tell 

])at lines vnder fe mone, 15610 
IT For-})i godmen, i wamis yow 

to thine al of his care, 
And folus him yur fader es 

to leten on his lare ; 15614 

Awai yee do yur pride o lijf 

]>at yee wit mikel fare. 
And buxu[m]nes for him yee here, 

})at baret for yow bare ; 15618 

For his wa agh yee all to wepe, 

fat sufferd for us sare, 
Of all pQ sorus ])at has ben, 

suilk herd yee neuer ar. 15622 

IT To-quils he lai in orisun, 

he wit his fader grett, 

COTTON 



IT wi]> hiTn ]>e })rin apo^des toke. 

or he made his praier. 

petre lame & seynt John. 

per iij him derrest were. 

priueli })ai went him vn'p. 

for })ai ware him dere. 

& shewed ham a-pon ))e mount 

his consaile for to here. 

as blessed fader dos to sone. 

he can ham teyche & lere. 

& his anguis in his hert 

to ham })us made he chere. 

My saule is sorouful to dede 
])at I. salle su£fre sone 
])e quilest I. ga my praier make, 
je bide as je ware wone. 
a stane caste he fra ham jode 
& })are he made his bone, 
til his fader dere of heyuen. 
fat sitande is in trone. 
his muche sorou can na man telle 
))at liuis vnder fe mone. 
IT ffor-fi godemen I. warne jou. 
to ])ink a-pon his care. 
& folow him our fader is 
to liue a-pon his lare. 
a-way 30 do jour pride of life, 
fat 3e wif mikil fare. 
& buxumnes for him je here, 
fat betin was ful bare, 
for his wa ajt vs wepe. 
fat sufi&ed for us sare. 
of alle f e soroues fat has bene 
suche herd je neuer are. 
IT ffor quilest he lai in orisoun. 
til his fader he grette. 

FAIRFAX 



HB WBNT A 8T0NS-CAST FROM THEM TO PRAT. NONE MAT TELL HIS BORROW. 893 
GOOD MEN, THINK OF HIM ; PUT AWAT PRIDE ; LET US ALL WEEP FOR HIS WOE. 



[W]id him he thre apostlis toke, 

are he made his praiere, 15590 

Petir, iam, and als saint iohn, 

)>ir thre him derrest were. 
Priueli ^aim ledd him wid 

for yai war him dere, 15594 

And scheud J)aim apon fe mount, 

his consaile forto here. 
Als dughti fadir dos to sun, 

he gun J)aim teche and lere, 15598 
And his angus in his herte 

to ])aim })us made he clere. 
*' [M]i saule es sorful to }e dede 

^t sal i suffer sone, 15602 

QuiHs i ga mi praier to make, 

3e hide me here and hone.** 
A stancast ])an fra ])aim he ^ode, 

and pax he made his bone, 15606 
Till his fadir dere of heuen - 

])at sittand es in throne. 
His sorujing mai na man telle 

l^at lines vndermone, 15610 

[F]or]>i god men, i warn ^u 

to thine apon his care, 
Aud folus him 3ur fad^ es 

to leten on his lare ; 15614 

Awai je do ^ur prid of lijf 

pat 3e wid mekil fare, 
And buxumnes for him ^e here, 

pat sua grete for ^u bare ; 15618 
For his wa agh we all to wepe, 

he suffer for vr sare, 
Of all ^ soTUS pat has bene, 

suilk herd ^e neuer are. 15622 

[F]or quihs he lai in orisun, 

he wid his fadir grett, 
gOttinoen 



IT wi}) him ^ apostles he toke : 

ar he made his preyere 

Petur lame & sejnt Ion : 

pese him derest were 

Pryuely lad hem hym wij) : 

for })ei were him dere 

And ledde hem vpon pe mount : 

his counsel for to here 

As dere fadir do)) son : 

so he dud hem lere 

And his angwisshe in his hert : 

to hem pMS made he clere 

IT Mi soule is sorweful to pe de]) : 

^t I shal suffer soone 

I wol go make my prcyere : 

abide]) til I haue done 

A stones cast fro hem he 3ede : 

& pere he made his bone 

To his fadir dere of heuen : . 

pat sittyng was in trone 

His sorwe my^te no mon telle : 

pat lyue]) yndir mone 

IT perfoie gode men I warn 30U : 

^nke yp on nis care 

And folwe)) him ^oure fadir is : 

to leme on his lare 

Do}) awey 3oure pnde of lif : 

pat 3e muche wi}) fare 

And buxomnes for him je here : 

pat so myche for 30U bare 

For his woo oujte we to wepe : 

he suffered for vs sare 

Of alle pe woes fat euer were : 

suche herde we neuer are 

H whil he lay in orisoun : 

he on his fadir grette 

TRINITT 



894 THE SORROW OF JESUS, HIS DREAD OF DEATH. " LET THIS CUP PASS FROM ME ; 



»i 



TET NOT MT WILL, BUT THINE, BE DONE. SUCH SORROW WAS NEVER HEARD OF. 



For ])e mikel dredues o ded, 

his hali flesche al suett ; 15626 
})at was blod })an of him lan, 

ye place was ])ar-wit wett, 
Strang it was, y&i both, i-wiss, 

])at in his hert was sett. 15630 

IT " Fader," he said, " J)ou her pi sun 

p&t nu to fe wil cri, 
Quer i sal ])ia calice drinc, 

or i sal pass ]>ar-bi ) 15634 

Fader," he said, " pon wat it wel, 

sai it noght-for-J>i, 
All pi wil it sal be dun, 

far-til i am redi." 15638 

Lauerdinges nu, for godds luue, ^jj^ 

yee herken to mi spell, 
suilk a soru so^ i said ar Jl-^SJ^^ 

man herd neu^r tell. 15642 

Wit Strang dred he smiton was, 

Thoru his flesche and fell, 
Quen suete o blod vte of him brost, 

pat sua on erth fell. 15646 

IF Quen he was risen yt o fis sture, 

til his felaus come he. 
All on-slepe he fand fam fast 

for soru and for pite. 15650 

Ful mildli to pam he spak, 

" brefer, quat nu do yee ? 
Eises yp, and wakes wel, 

Ar yee tempted be. 15654 

Petre, wak wit me a quile, 

J)us hight fou not to mel" 
fair eien war greued sua wit grete, 

fat soru was to se, 15658 

H " Eise vp peris, has f ou nu al 

forgeten fat f ou hight ? 

COTTON 



for f e mikil dredenes of dede 

his hali flesshe hit squette. 

hit was blode fat of him ran. 

f e place was wif hit wette 

strange was fat sorou I.-wis 

fat in his hert was sette. 

IT ffader he saide f ou here f i sone. 

fat now to f e wille cry. 

quef ^r I. salle f is dede drink. 

or I. salle pas f er-bL 

ffader he saide quat-euer f ou wille 

I. sal hit no^t deny. 

alle f i wille hit sal be done 

f er-to am I. redy. 

IT lording6« for godde^ loue L say. 

herkenis to my spel. 

of suche a sorou as L jou saide 

man herde of neuer telle 

wif strange drede he stoned was 

f orou alle his flesshe & felle 

^quen squete of blode out of him brast 

fat on f e erf hit felle. [> tear m 

IT quen he was risen of his stoure 

til his felawes come he 

alle on slope he fande ham fast 

for sorou & pyte. 

ful squeteli til ham he spac. 

bref er quat do je. 

risis yp & wakis a quile. 

fat 3e ne temp[t]ed be. 

Petre wake wif me a stent 

f us hejt f ou no^t to me. 

f aire eien ware greued with weping* 

fat sorou hit was to se 

IT ris yp peris has fou now. 

for-geten atte fou me heji. 

FAIRFAX 



THB BLOODY SWEAT. WHEN HE ROSE FROM HIS SWOON HE FOUND THEM 895 
'< BBlBTHRENy WATCH. PETEB, HAST THOU FOBGOTTEN THT FBOMISEr' 



For )>e mekil drede of dede, 

his hali self all suett ; 15626 

^t was blod J)at of him ran, 

fe erd was J)ar-wid wett, 
Hard it was, fat soru, i-wis, 

f[a]t in his heit was sett. 15630 
" [FJadir," he said, " fu here fi sun 

Jiat nu to )>e will cri, 
QaeJ)er i sal nu ]>is chalis drinc, 

or i sal passe ))ar bij 1 15634 

Fadir," he said, " J)U wat it wele, 

i sal it noght-for-]>i, 
All ])i will it sal be done, 

J^are-tille i am redL*' 15638 

Lauerdinges nu, for goddes luue, 

^e herkin nu to mi spell, 
Of suilk a soru sum i sai 

er men herd neuer of tell. 156 12 
wid strand^ drede he smiten was, 

thoru his fless and felle, C^ k> in ms.] 
Quen suete of blod vte of him brast, 

yxi sua on erd fell. 15646 

[Q]uen he was resin vte of his stoure, 

till his felaus come he. 
All on slope he fand ))aim fast 

for soru and pite. 15650 

Ful suetli to })aim he spack, 

" brefer, quat nu do ^e 1 
Hises yp, and wakes wele, 

ar })at ^e tempid be. 
Petre, wake wid me aquile, 15655, 

])us hight })u noght to me ) " 
'])air eien was greued sua wid grete, 

])at soru it was [to] se, [*iMf los^uok] 
'* [RJise vp peris, has fu nu 

foigetin fat fn me hight? 15660 
oCttinoen 



And also for drede of dee]> : n«if or] 

his holy body swette 

Of blood & watir J)at of him ran : 

^e er^e was al wette 

Harde was fat sorwe : 

fat in his herte was sette 

IT Fadir he seide here ]>i son : 

fat now to fe wol crye 

yfhefer shal I now fis de}) driuke : 

or elles passe J)erbye 

Fadir he seide fovL woot hit wel : 

I saye hit not for fye 

Al ^i wille shal be done : 

ferto I am redye 

IT Lordynges now for goddes loue : 

herkene}) to my spelle 

Of suche a sorwe as was ))at : 

men herde neuer er telle 

Wi^ stronge drede was he smyten : 

bo]>e ^our^e flesshe & felle 

IF Whonne swoot of blood out of him 

& ran on erf e to dwelle [brast : 

when/ie he was risen of fat stour : 

to his felawes coom he 

Alle on slepe he hem fonde : 

for sorwe & greet pite 

Ful swetely to hem he spake : 

hrefer what do ^e 

'Risef vp & wakej) wel : 

ar ])at ^e tempted be 

Petur wake wi]) me awhile : 

fus hcttestou not me 

hir eyen were greued so wif grete : 

fat sorwe hit was so se 

IF Rise vp petur hastou forjete : 

fat foil er me hi^t 

TRINITY 



896 Peter's promise broken, ''the spirit is willing, but the flesh is 



WEAK. JESUS went AGAIN. HE LAID HIH MEEKLY ON THE GROUND TO PRAT, 



]>ou said for me if mister war, 

to ded thole suld })ou fight ; 15662 
And nu ])ou mai noght wak wit me 

An hore of a night. 
Bes wakand ai in orisun 

for him, fe maledight, 15666 

fof Je spreit ai redi be P Ms.he srwui Am] 

J>e flesche be^ fuP to plight." 
IT Quen he ha ))U8-gat ])am bi-taght, 

stil he left ])am ])are, 15670 

And went him eft vnto fe sted 

quar he was praiand are. 
Mikel he dred ])at hard ded, 

fat broght vs vte o care. 15674 
Ful buxumli he laid him don 

apon fat erth bare. 
And til his suete fader of heuen, 

fan quainid he his sare, 15678 

Wit wordes fat he forwit said, 

and nof er less na mar. 
IT " I wat wel fat i sal it drinc 

fis calice, fader mine, 15682 

Thorn mi bodi most it pass 

f e tholing o fis pine. 
I am f i sun, al redi bun, [ool 2] 

will to do al fin." 15686 

Wit fis he ras vp f e place, 

fat he honurd him in ; 
Quen he had mad his orisun, 

vp fefen he ras ewai, 15690 

He com til his apostels son 

slepand far f ai laL 
To wacken f am ne wald he noght, 

fai teind war wit trai. 15694 

f am redles him reud sare, 

mare fan man can sai. 

COTTON 



a 



f on saide for me if mister ware. 

to dede thole sulde f on fijt. 

& now f ou may no3t wake with me. 

an owre of an nijt. 

bes wacande ay in orisoun 

for f e feule wijt. 

if f e spirit ay redi be. 

f e flesshe is boun to pli^t. 

uen he had f us-gate ham ta^t 
stil he left ham fare. [sm8.0] 
& went him eft yn-to fat stede 
quare he praied are. 
mikil he dred fat harde dede 
fat brojt vs out of care, 
ful buxumli he laide him doun. 
a-pon fat erf bare. 
& til his squete fader of heyuen. 
fen mened he his fare, 
wif wordis fat be-fore saide 
& nauf er lesse ne mare. 
IT Syn squa is fat L sal drink 
fis calice fader myne. 
f orou my bodi most hit pas. 
f e f oling* of fis pine. 
I am f i sone al-redi boun. 
to fulfil alle fine, 
wif fis he ras out of his place, 
fat he anoured him in. 
IT quen he had made his orisoun 
vp sone he was a-way. 
he come til his apo^les fan. 
slepande alle fai lay. 
to wakkin ham jet walde he no}t 
for-sof as I jou say. 
of ham redeles him rewed saie 
he went him forf his way. 

FAIRFAX 



UOAXVSQ, *'l KNOW THAT THE SUFFERING OF THIS GRIEF MUST PASS THROUGH 897 



>i 



MT BODY. HE ROSE AND GAME TO HIS APOSTLES, BUT WOKE THEM NOT. 



fn said for me if mistir war, 

to dede thole sold ]ni fight ; 15662 
And nu ^u mai noght wake wid me 

ane yre of a night. 
Bes wacand ay in orisun 

for him, ])e maledight, 15666 

fogh ]>e spirite ai redi be 

^ flees es fuss to plight.** 
[QJaen be fus bad )>aim taght, 

still he lefb ))aim faxe, 15670 

And went him eft into ))e stede 

quar he praid are. 
Mekil be dred })at bard dede, 

Jat brogbt vs vte of care. 15674 
Ful buxnmli be laid him dune 

apon ))e erd bare, 
And till bis suete fadir of heuen; 

quained bis sare, 15678 

wid wordes ))at be forwid said, 

and novLper less ne mare. 
*' [I] wate wele J)at i sal it drinck 

fiB chalice, fadir mine, 15682 

Thorn mi bodi most it passe, 

]>e tboling of })is pine. 
I am ]>i sun, all redi bune, 

will to do all >ine.** 15686 

wid piB be ras vte of ))e plasse, 

^at him anurd in ; 
[Q]uen be bad mad bis orisun, 

yp sone be ras a-wai, 15690 

And come till bis apostbs, 

slepand all ])ai laL 
To waken paim jeit wold be noght, 

)>at tened war wid trai, 15694 

Of yshn. redeles be reud sare, 

more J^an man couth saL 

67 gOttingen 



J)ou seidest for me if nede were : 
de3e f ou woldes in fi^t 
Now maistow not wake wi}) me : 
an hour of a ny3t 
Be wakyng in orisoun : 
for Je waryed wi^t 
J^ou^e fe spirit redy be : 
J)e flesshe is seke to si^t 
IT wbeuTie he })us bad hem tau^te : 
stille be lafte hem fere 
And went efte into J^e stude : 
fere as be was ere 
Muche be dradde fe barde deep : 
fat brou^t vs out of fere 
Buxomly be fel to grounde : 
& lete fe erfe him here 
And on bis fadir in heuen calde : 
wi|) pleynt him to arere 
Wif J>o wordis bifom seide : 
lasse ne more fei were 
IT I woot wel now I sbal hit drynke : 
])is def fadir myne 
J^ourje my body mot hit passe : 
J)e })oling of fis pyne 
I am ])i son redy boun : 
to do wille })ine 

WiJ> fat be roos out of fe place : 
fat he was knelyng Ine 
IT whence be bad made bis orisoun : 
vp soone be ros away 
And coom to his apostles : 
slepyng alle fei lay 
Wake hem ^itt wolde be not : 
Jjat tened were in tray 
Of hem redles be rewed sore : 
more fen men con say 

trinity 



898 JB8US WENT A THIRD TIME TO PRAY ; HIS SORROW NONE CAN READ IN WRIT- 
ING. HE LETS HIS FRIENDS SLEEP ON^NOWy FOR THE TRAITOR IS AT BAhif. 



And ])an he went J)3 thrid sith^ 

his fader for to prai. 15698 

H Quen he had ]>e thrid sith 

made his orisun, 
And mening iiL his fader der 

made of his passiun, 15702 

]>e Strang soru ])at he lodd 

can na man rede in run ; 
]»e angel yte of heuen come. 

On slepe ))ai lai alle don. 15706 
IF " Slepes nu, for wel yee mai, 

mi bre])er leif/' he said^ 
^' For he es cummand negh at hand 

^e tresun has puruaid, 15710 

For mi god ded he sal me giue 

A waful hard braid, 
Bot mikel wa if he wald w\jt 

f er es him f or-wit laid, 15714 

And pine lastand wit-yten end 

in hell es for him graid. 
fl" He has wroght, if he wald wijt, 

him-seluen mikel wa. 15718 

Wit mikel folk nu cumand es 

he pat es mi fa, 
Sper and suerd and mace })ai bring, 

And wapens oJ>er maa ; 15722 

ludas yonder cums nu lo, 

J)at sekes me to sla.'' 
IF Ful merred war })ai in fair mode, 

ful merck it was fe night ; 15726 
Als ])ai on ferr ]>am lok fra, 

])ai sagh cumand a light. 
ffis disciplis wex ful radd 15729 

qtien })ai sagh pat sight, {} if86,bk,ooi. i] 
^ A lantern, staf, and sucrd, and sper, 

and mani brandes bright, 15732 

COTTOX 



vn-to pe hille J)e prid Bife 
his fader for to pray. 

auen he had })e ])rid si]» 
made his orisoun. 
& mening* til his fader dere. 
made of his passioun. 
pe strange sorow p&t him led. 
can na man rede ne ronn. 
pe angel out of heyuen come, 
on slepe ))ai lay alle doun. 
IF wakkenes* now for wele je may. 

now brejer leue he saide. t* ^ISSL^fcJJ*** 

for he is comande nere atte hande. 

pe tresoun has puruaide. 

for my gode he sal me giue. 

a ful harde braide. 

& mikil wa ^et sal he wete 

be-fore him is hit laide 

[ 

. no gap in Fairfax ^ Laud MS&] 

IF he has wro3t if he walde wete 

him-seluen mikil wa. 

vnp mikil folk now comande is. 

he ])at is my fa. 

sper & squorde & mase J)ai bring* 

& weppenes ofe?* ma. 

Judas 3onder comes he lo. 

})at sekis me to sla. 

H fful merred ware })ai in faiie mode 

for mirk hit was pe ni3t. 

as ])ai on ferrum loked ham fra 

})ai sagh comande a lijt. 

his disciplis wex ful ferde 

quen pBi sagh ])at si3t. 

of launternes staf squorde & spere 

& many helmis bri3t 

FAIRFAX 



JUDAS HAS PBEPARED FOR HI1C8BLF LASTINQ PAIN IN HSLL. HE NOW COMES 899 
WITH MANY ARMED FOLK. THE DISCIPLES WERE DAZED ; THEY LOOKED ON AFAR. 



And ^an he went ])e thrid si^, 

his fadir for to piaL 15698 

[Q]uen he had fe thrid si]» 

mad his orisun, 
And mening till his &dir dere 

mad of his pas8i^^)y 15702 

^ Strang sora ))at he lede 

can na man rede in roun ; 
^ angelis yte of heuen come, 

on slepe J)ai lai all dun. 15706 

" [S]lepis nu, for wele je mai, 

mi bre})er leue/' he said, 
" For he es comand nere at hand, 

fe tresun has pumaid, 15710 

For nu goddote ! he sal me giue 

a sorful hard braid, 
£ot mekil wa if he wald witt 

yax es him forwith laid, 15714 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8.] 
[H]e has wroght, if he walld it witt, 

himnself mekil wa. 15718 

wid mekil folk nu comand es 

he l^at es mi mast fa, 
Spere, surd, and mace, poi bring 

and wapins oper ma ; 15722 

ludas nu yonder comes 

pat sekes me to sla.'' 
[F]ul marrid war war J)ai in pah mode, 

fill mirk it was pQ night, 15726 
Als J)ai on ferr J)aim lokid fra, 

]>ai sau comand a light. 
His diBciplis wex ful radd 

quen ]»ai sau pat sight, 15730 

Of lantern, staf, suord, and spere, 

and mani brandes bright, 
gOttinoen 



J>o he went pe fridde tyme : 

his feulir for to pray 

IF whenne he had J)e })ridde tyme : 

made his orisoun 

And menged to his fadir dere : 

of his passioun 

pQ stronge sorwe pat he hadde : 

may no man rede in toun 

Aungels out of heuen coom: D«<^07,b«do 

to COU771 forte him ful honn 

IF Slepe^ now for wel ^e may : 

brej^eren dere he seide 

For here he come^ neje at honde : 

pe tresoun ha]) purueide 

Now forso})e he shal me 3yue : 

a ful harde breide 

But muchel woo if he wist : 

is bifore him leide 

[ 

• . . . . no gap in the MS,^ 

IT He ha]) wrou^te so^ hit is : 

to him self mychel woo 

vnp muchel folko comyng is he : 

pat is my moost fo 

Spere swerd & mase ])ei bringe : 

& wepenes opere mo 

ludas now jonder come)) : 

& Bekep me to slo 

IF Ful mad were ^i in her mod : 

for derke was pat nyjt 

On fer fro hem pQi loked : 

& say comyng li3t 

])0 disciples wex aferde : 

whenne p&L say pat sijt 

Of lanterne staf swerde & spere : 

& mony armes brijt 

trinity 



900 jmUS WBNT ON TO A LITTLE GARDEN BBTOND BROOK KEDRON. JUDAS KNEW 
THE PLACE ; HE RAN TO KISS JESUS. LISTEN HOW HE GREETED HIM. 



And ludas armed to fe fote, 

al redi for to fight, 15734 

On him he suld ha foghten fore. 

Wit resun and wit right, 
IF lesuts went him for})erward, 

disciplis him foloand, 15738 

Vn-tilward a littel yard 

O cedron ouer ])e strand, 
ludas wel he kneu ]>e stede 

quai iesus was hauntand, 15742 
Wit his Ms felauscip 

]>e traitur par him fand. 
V Quen ludas had auised him 

quilk it was iem, 15746 

Son he ran him for to kis. 

And grett him, herkes hu. 
IT " HaU maister," he said, " pou be ! " 

" ludas, quat sekes fou 1 " 15750 
" Iesus" he said, " o najareth." 

" yee haf him funden nu, 
IT I am he ; " quen he sua had 

said al to pam pan, 15754 

ludas and his felauscip 

All on bak ]>ai raD. 
J)ai feU ])aim don vn-to fe grund, 

]>ar euer-ilk man, 15758 

ludas on ilk lim he quok, 

all yp pai sipen wan. 
IF Yeitt asked iesus " quat fai soght ? " 

J>ai said, " iesum sek we," 15762 
*' And als i forwit haf yow said, 

here haf yee funden me." 
ludas eft he lepe him to, 

" Aue rabi," coth he, 15766 

For to kiss his suet muth 

he bedd it him ful fre. 

COTTON 



& ludas armed to ])e fote 
alle-redy for to fijt. 
on him ))at he sulde fi^t fore 
wij) resoun & wi}) rijt. 

Ihc^us went him forjer-ward 
his disciplis him folowande 
yn-til a stede a litel ^arde 
& per he con stande. 
ludas wele know pe stede 
quare ihems was hauntande 
wij) his fals felawshepe [leaf ts, back] 

pe traitour ])are him fande. 
IF quen ludas had auised him. 
quilk hit was ihe^u 
sone he ran him for to kis. 
& hailsed him herkenes how. 
haile maister he saide ])ou be. 
ludas quat sekis ])ou. 
ihe^rus he saide of nazareth 
36 haue him funden now. 
H I am he for-so}) he saide 
vn-tille ham alle ]>an. 
ludas & his felawshepe. 
alle on bak pai ran. 
pat fel douw sone vn-to pe grounde. 
euer-ilka man. 
ludas ilk lime he quoke. 
alle vp pai sipen wan. 
V ^et askid ihe^us quat pai so^t 
pai saide ihe^u seke we. 
& als be-fore I. haue 30U saide. 
here haue 36 funden me. 
ludas lepe eft vp him to. 
aue raby quop he. 
for to kis his squete moup 
he bedde hit him ful fre. 

FAIRFAX 



tt 



HAIL, MASTER ! " JESUS ANSWERS. JUDAS AND HIS HEN FALL DOWN, HE 901 
QUAKINO IN EVERY LIMB. ** WHOM SEEK TE ) " JUDAS LEFT UP AND KISSED HIM. 



And iudas armed to )>e fote, 

aU redi for to fight, 15734 

On him>])at he suld fight fore, peariM] 

wid resun and wid right, 
lesus went him forfer-ward, 

disciplis him foluand, 15738 

Tillward a littel ^ard 

of cedron ouer J>e strand. 
Iudas wele he knen )>e stede 

fsa iesus was hauntand, 15742 

wid his fals felaschip 

fe traitor pax him fand. 
[QJuen iudas had a-visid him, 

quilk it was iem^ 15746 

Sone he ran him forto kis, p r«od hvkens] 

and gret him, haikens^ hu. 
" Haae, maistir," he said, " fu be ! '* 

" iudas, quat sekes }>n ? " 15750 
" lesiutf'' he said, " of nazareth." 

" je haue him funden nu, 
[I] am he ; " quen he had sua 

said all to })aim |)an, 15754 

Iudas and his felauschip 

all on-back ^ai ran. 
^ai fell dune sone to ^e grand, 

euer-ilk a man, 15758 

Iudas ilk lim he quoke, 

all yp ))ai si]>en wan. 
[^Jeit ansuerd iesus^ " quat f ai soght 1 " 

fai said, "iema seke we," 15762 
*' And als i haue 3U forwid said 

here haue ^e funden me." 
Iudas lepe eft up him to, 

" aue rabi," said he, 15766 

For to kisse his suete muth 

he bedd it him ful fre. 

OOTTINGEN 



Iudas was armed to fe foot : 

redy for to fi3t 

Wif him he shulde haue fou^ten fore : 

bi resoun & bi ri3t 

IF Ihesus went him forf ermore : 

disciples him folewonde 

To a litil ^arde of cedron : 

ouer pat ilke stronde 

Iudas wel he knew ^e stude : 

pat ihesus was hauTztonde 

WiJ) his false felowshipe : 

l^e traitour pere him fonde 

IF whenne Iudas had avised him : 

whiche pat ihesus was 

Soone he ran him for to kis : ^ 

as traitour in ))at plas 

Heil maistir he seide : 

whom sckestou Iudas 

Ihe^ he seide of na3areth : 

founden I haue his fas 

IF I am he soone he seide : 

to fat pepul J>on 

Iudas & his felowshepe : 

soone abak ])ei ron 

])ei fel doxm soone to pe grounde : 

eueryche mon 

Iudas Yche lymme he quoke : 

& aftir fei vp won. 

IF 3itt asked oure lord what )>ei son3t : 

ihesiia f ei seide seke we 

As I seide to 30U bifore : 

here haue 3e founden me 

Iudas lep efbe vpon him : 

heil maistir seide he 

For to cusse his swete mou|) : 

he bed hit him ful fre 

TRINITY 



902 JBSUS BEGS HIS FRIEKD8 MAT BE LET ALONB. HE OBUMBLED NOT AT TBB 
KISS, BUT AT HIS WOBDS. HE WAS BESET WITH ARMED FOES, WHO RAN AT HIM ; 



" Sin yee me seke, i yow biseke 

yee lat mi felaus be, 15770 

ladas," he said, ** pat ^ou sal do, 

l^ar-to nu hij fou f e." 
IT QueR ludas him bedd to kiss, 

1q8U8 it groched noght, 15774 

'' ludas, quilom was," he said, 

'' pat mikel o ])e i roght, 
Nu J)ou has wit felunni [ooi. q 

and tresiin me bisoght, 15778 

Wit a coss has ])ou mans sun 

vn-to pi bandun broght." 
IF Wit fis word pat iesus said, 

|}ai stert ^am forth ilkan, 15782 
]>ai him vn-sett on ilk side 

^at son ^ar was he tan. 
Wit maces and wit neues smert 

vn-rekenli on him ran, 15786 

nk dint pat ])ai him gaf, 

it reked to pe ban. 
H Petre fan him luued sa wel, 

he sagh na better wan, 15790 

f e forel a suerd he drogh 
fe ere he smat of an, 

For had it ben efber his wil 

he wald him fain ha slan. 15794 
Iesus fan said, " petre, do wai ! 

dint ne giue f ou nan, 
IF In fe forel fou pute fi suerd, 

I wil noght fat fou smete." 15798 
On malcus ere his hand he laid. 

And heild it ful tite ; 
" He fat smitand es wit suerd, 

suerd sal ha fe wite, 15802 

1 wil fat nan for mi sak 

nofer fight ne flite. 

CX)TTON 



sin je me layte I. 30a be^eke 
je lete my felawes be 
ludas he saide quat fou salle do. 
f ^-to fan hye J^ou f e 

auen ludas bed him for to kis 
ihe^us grocched no3t 
ludas he saide sum tyme. 
ful mykil of f e I. ro^t. 
now fou has wif felony, 
made me saide & bojt. 
wif a cosse has fou man sone 
vn-to f i baundoun brojt. 
IF wif f is worde atte was saide 
f ai stert ham forf ilkan. 
fai him vmbset on ilk side, 
fat sone fen was he tane. 
wif macis & wif knyuis smert 
vn-rekenli on him ran 
ilk dint fai him gaf. 
hit reyched to f e bane. 
Petre fat him loued sa wele 
he sagh na better wane, 
of f e skawbard his squorde he drogh 
f e ere he smate of an. 
for had hit bene ofter his wil. 
he walde him fayne haue slane 
Petre saide ihesu. fou sal do way. 
fat dint now gif fou nane. 
IF In-to f e shef e fou putt f i squorde 
I wil no3t atte fou smyte 
on malcus ere his hande he laide 
& heled him ful tite. 
he fat smitis wif squorde 
vrith squorde I. sal him quite. 
I wil fat nane for my sake, 
nauf er fe^t ne flite. 

FAIRFAX 



EVERT BLOW THST STRUCK WENT TO THE BONE. PETER DREW HTS SWORD AND 903 
SMOTE OFF AN EAR ; BUT JESUS REPROVED KIM, AND HEALED MALOHUS' BAR. 



" Sipen je me seke, i ju biseke 

^e late mi felaus be, 15770 

ludas," he said, ** pat pn sal do, 

])ar-to nu hij J)u fe." 
[Q]uen iudas bed iemts to kisse, 

forsoth he groched noght, 15774 
" Iudas/' he said, " quilom was J)at 

mekil of pe i roght ; 
Ku ])u has wid feluni 

and tiesun me bi-soght, 15778 

wid a kiss has ])u mannes sane 

vnto pi bandun broght." 
[w]id pis word pat iestts said, 

pai stilt paim forth ilkane, 15782 
pai him vmsett on ilk side 

pat sone pan was he tane. 
wid macis and %vid neois smart 

vnrekinli on him pai rane, 15786 
Ilk dint pat pai him gaue, 

it reked to pe bane. 
Petre pat him luued sua wele, 

he sau na beter wane, 15790 

Of pe f ore! his suord he drogh 

and smat pe ere of ane. 
For had it bene eftir his will 

he wald him fain haue slane. 
1mu8 said pan "petre, do wai ! 15795 

pat dint giue pu nane, 
[I]n pi forel pu put pi suord, 

i will noght pat pu smitte." 
On malkus ere hes hand ho laid, 

and he led him ful tite ; 15800 

" He pat smitand es wid suord, 

of suord sal haue pe wite, 
I will pat nane for mi sake 

nouper fight ne fiite. 15804 

gOttingen 



Sip 3e me soke I 30U biseche : 

to lete my felowes be 

Iudas he seide pat pou shalt do : 

p«rto now hi3e pou pe 

IT whenne Iudas bed ihe^u^ to kis : 

forsope he grucched noujt 

Iudas he seide sumtyme was : 

muche of pe I rou^t 

Kow hastou wip felonye : 

& tresoun me here sou3t 

Wip a cosse mannes son : 

hastou to bandoun brou3t 

IT wip pat word pat ihestu seide : 

pei bigon to awake 

And him faste aboute biset : 

til pei had him take 

Wip mases & wip fustes : 

mony strokes him 3af blake 

Vche dynt went to pe boon : [iMf oQ 

al was for oure sake 

IF Petur pat him loued so : 

say no better won 

his swerd out of scauberde drowe : 

& smot of pe ere of oon 

Hat hit ben af tir his wille : 

pere had he ben slon 

Ihe^w* seide Petur dowey : 

Stroke 3yue pou more noon 

IT In pi sheepe put pi sword : 

I wol not pat pou smyte 

On malkos ere honde he leide : 

& heled hit ful tite 

He he seide pat smytep wip sword : 

of swerd shal haue wite 

I wol pat no mon for my sake : 

nouper fi3te ny flite 

trinity 



904 " PETER, IF I PRAYED MY FATHER HE WOULb GIVE ME 10,000 LBOIONS." PETER 
WAS TAKEN UP, BUT AFTERWARDS ESCAPED. JESUS BID MAL0HU8 Oa 



Peter freind, i sal to |^ 

quer J)ou it has for-gett, 16806 

If i mi fader wald be-seke, 

I moglit wit-vten lett 
Haf tuelue thusand legions 

redi all vmsett. , 15810 

Bot hu suld fan f e prophecies 

til end cum, J>at er sett 1 " 
IT Petre was in hand nummen 15813 

for forfait » he had don, C» ms. lorfcit] 
lestis tok )>is malcos ere, 

And heild it wit-vten hon, 
'* Ga forthe," [he] said, " mi fader has 

Wroght for fe mi bon." 16818 

Petre wald a-wai ha bene 

And p&n he scaped son, 
Qtten his laue?xi a-wai was ledd 

Wit him war leift ful fon. 15822 
2 IF Bi his heued and bi his hare 

for pai his maister drogh. 
And rugged him vn-rekenli 15825 

bath 0UC7' hill and ogh ; pi^if 87,col i] 
Wit ]>air bastons bete pai him, 

and did him mikel wogh 
Hu ))ai him ledd ])at ilk time 

to se was soru i-nogh. 15830 

IF Nu wit bastons fai him beft 

Ful grimli to J>e grund, 
J)ai huited on him viliker 

fan he had ben a hund. 15834 

His disciplis fat wer feird 

at fle bigan to fund, 
And alB fai fra fe berth him tite. 

His bodi was al stund. 15838 

V Quils fai war fas him handland 

Wilik als f ai mogh[t], 

COTTON 



IF Petre frende I. say to fe. 

quef er f ou has hit for-gette. 

if I. my fader walde be-seke. 

I mu^t wif-outen lette. 

haue xij. thousands legiouns 

redi alle vmsette. 

bot nede wil f e prophecy 

fat I to dede be bette. 

IT Petre was in hands tane 

for forfait he had done 

ihe^us toke malcus ere. 

& heled wif -outen hone. 

ga forf he saide my fader has 

wro^t for f e my bone. 

Petre walde a-way haue bene 

*& fen he escaped sone 

forf a-way his lords f ai led. 

wif him was left ful fone. 

fl" By his heued & bi his hare 

forf his maister f ai drogh 

& ronsaked him vnrekenli. 

baf ouer hil & scogh. 

& wif cordis girde him squa. 

fat dide him mykil wogh 

how f ai him led fat ilk time 

to se was sorou I.-nogh 

IF how wif stauis f ai him betto 

rijt vn-to f o grounde. 

f ai spitte on him mare vily 

fen he had bene an hounde. 

his disciplis atte ware ferde 

to fle be-gan to founde. 

& mony a fallo f ai him gaf 

wif-in a litel stounde 

Y^ uilest f ai ware handeland him. 

V^C/ als vily as f ai mo3t. 

FAIRFAX 
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THET DRAOOED JESUS FORTH BT HIS BEAD AKD HAIR. THET BEAT HIH , THET 905 
HUNTED HIM AS IF HE WERE A DOO. HIS DISCIPLES FLED ; HE WAS ALL BRUISED. 



[LJeue petir, i sal to |^ 

que})er pn it has fo[r]gett, 15806 
If i mi fsLpir wald biseke, 

i moght widvten lett 
Haue tuelae thousand legiuns 

redp] wid me vmsett. 15810 

Bot hu 8uld fan fe prophecis Df i<». i*] 

till end cum fat er sett ? " 
Petre was in handis nomin 

for fight fat he had done. 15814 
lesits him toke fan malcus ere, 

it helid widvten hone, 
" Ga forth," he said, " mi fadir has 

"wroght for f e mi bone." 15818 

Petre wald a-wai haue bene 

and fan he eschaped sone, 
Quen his lauerd awai was ledd, 

wid him wa left ful fone. 15822 
[B]i his heued and bi his har 

forth f ai his maistir droght, 
And rugged him vnrekmU 

bath ouer hil and hogh ; 15826 
wid fair bastunes bet him sua, 

f ai did him mekil wogh, 
Hu fai him ledd fat ilk time 

to se was soru inogh. 15830 

[H]u wid bastuns fai him beft 

ful brimeli to f e gnind, 
fai huitid on him viliker 

fan he had bene a himd. 15834 
His disciplis fat war ferd 

at fle bigan to fund, {} read fin] 

And als fai fre^ fe erd him titt, 

lus bodi was all stund. 15838 

[QJuilis fai him war f us handland 

wikidli als fai moght, 
* gOttingen 



IT Leue petur I seide to f e : 

f ou yndirstonde hit bet 

If I my fadir wolde biseche : 

I my^t wifouten let 

Haue twelue f ousande legiouns : 

of auTzgels wif me set 

But how shulde f en7ie f e prophecies 

be done fat ben det 

IT Petur was in honde nomen : 

for fi3te fat he had done 

Jhesus toke malkes ere : 

& heled hit ful soone 

Go forf he seide my fadir haf : 

wroujte for f e my bone 

Petur scaped fro f e iewes : 

& lafte f e kyng in trone 

Fewe abod f o wif ihestis : 

lord of Sonne & mone 

IT Bi his heed & bi his heer : 

forf f oi ihestis drowje 

And lugged him lof sumly : 

ou^ hilles dale & slow^e 

Wif her staues beten hiw : 

& dud him muche wow3e 

How f ei him ladde f ulke tyme : 

to se was sorwe ynow3e 

IT J)ei bete him wif her maces : 

bremely to f e grounde 

And foule halowed him f er to : 

as he had ben an hou^tde 

His disciples were aferde : 

bigon to fle & {onnde 

And as f ei to & fro him pulde : 

his body was stouwde 

IF whil f ei f us him handeled : 

wicked as f ei mou3t 

TRINITY 



906 JESUS ASKS WHY THET BEAT HIM, AND TAKE HOT, LIKE A THIEF, IN THE 
NIGHT. '' I DESERVE NOT THIS ; I TAUGHT DAILY IN THE TEMPLE ; ALL HEARD MS. 



" Ha, quat yee godmen nu er 

man vnseli thoght ; 15842 

Wit staues qui bete yee me sua, 

quat haf i gain 70 w wioght 1 
Q/zar-for haf yee taken me, 

And als a theif vm-eoght 15846 
Wit lantern a-pon nightertale 

And i ne fled yow nogbt 1 
IT Forsoth i neuer serued it, 

in dede ne yeitt in sau, 15850 

In ))e temple was i wont 

to teche )»m ilk dan, 
^ar all fe folk was won to com 

Wit maisters o ]>e lau. 15854 

Maister was ]>ar nan sa grett 

])at i dred for ^air au, 
Ne o ^e thinges i ^am said, 

mi word wit scil wit-drau. 15858 
IF Nu er yee cummen to tak me, 

Als in mercknes night, 
And nu fan haf yee taken me 

Wit-vten ani pHght 15862 

For yee me hate al to ])e ded 

Haf yee nan ofer might, 
Bot suilk it es yur time," he said, 

" mirckenes wit-vten light. 15866 
Ful il-hail fan troud yee 

ludas, fat maledight, 
Mikel pine puruaid es yuu, M. «] 

hot mar til him es hight." 15870 
His hend fai hand and ledd him forth, 

a-trott and noght fo pas, 
Vntil fair aun hiscop hus. 

Was hatten caiphas. 15874 

lilate and weri war f ai fan, 

f ai ne wist quar-for it was, 

COTTON 



quy do je squa gode men he saide 

& quat is in joure fo^t 

wif stauis quy bete }e me squa. 

quat haue I. gayne 30U wro^t. 

quar-fore haue 30 takin me. 

& als thefe vmbeso3t 

wif launteme a-pon ni^ter-tale 

& I. ne fled 30U no3t. 

IT for-sof I. neuer serued hit 

in dede ne in sag& 

in f e temple was I. wont 

to teyche men ilk daglL 

per many man was wont to come 

wif maistres of f e lagh. 

maister was f er nane sa grete 

fat L dred for f aire agh 

ne of f e f ingis fat I. haue saide. 

my worde wif squike wtt^-dragfi. 

IF now ar 30 comyn me to take 

as in mirkenes of ni3t. 

& now 3e haue tane me 

wif-outen ani pli3t. 

for 3e me hate to f e dede 

haue 3e nane ofer ri3t. 

& now hit is out of time. 

mirkenes wif-outen lijt 

ful ilhaile trawed 30. 

ludas fat cursed wi3t. 

mikil pine puruaide is 30U. 

bot mare til him is hi3t 

His bend f ai bands & led him forf 
a-trot & no3t a-pas. 
ri3t til fairs awen bisshop hous 
fai calde him cayphas 
mate & wery ware fai fan 
fai ne wiste neuer quy hit was 

FAIRFAX * 



iroir HATI TE OOME TO TAIOS VE OITILTLESS, FOR TK HATS MB ; DARKKESS 907 
WITHOUT UOHT." THET BOUND HIM AND LED HIM FORTH TO OAIAPHAS' HOUSE. 



"Ha men/' he said, ''qnat je er 

of ane vnaeli toght, 15842 

wid stanes qui bete je me sua 1 

qoat haf i again ya wiogbt 1 
Qaarfor haae }e taken me, 

and als a thef ymsoght 15846 

wid lantern apon nightertale, 

and i ne fled ^u noght f 
[F]oT8oth i neuer 8e[r]ued it, 

in dede ne ^eit in sau, 15850 

In ]ie temple was i wont 

to teche men ilk dan, 
Quar all ^ folk was wont to cum 

wid maiBtris of fe lao. 15854 

Maistir was ^ar nane sua gret 

)Mtt i died for )?air an, 
Ne of fe thinges ^at i said, 

mi word wid skil wid-drau, 15858 
[N]a er je comen me to take, 

all in mirknee of night. 
And nn haae ^e here tane me 

widyten ani plight. 15862 

For je me hate all to dede, 

haae je nano]>er right, 
Bot Boilk it es, jur time," he said, 

'' mirknes widvten light. 15866 
Fnl ilhaile ^an troud ^e 

iudas, ^at maledight, 
Mekil pine puroaid es 3a, 

bot mare till him es dight." 15870 
[H]ishend|»ai band and ledd him forth, 

a-trott and noght ])e pas. 
Right to ^air auen bischop, 

his name was called cayphas. 
Mate and weri war )?ai p&n, 15875 

}»d ne wist qaarfor it was, 
gOttingen 



Men he seide what eile]> 30a : 
ynsely is ^oure ))oii)t 
Wi}) staues me fvm to bete : 
what haue I to 30U WT0U3t 
Wherfore haae je me taken : 
& as a peo£ me soa3t 
"Wip lanteme on n73tartale : 
& I ne fledde 30a noujt 
IT For so^ novLper eemef 30U : 
3oare dede ny joure sawe 
In ^oure temple haue I taa3t : 
openly to knawe 
fere al folke was wont to com : 
wi|» maistris of fe lawe 
Maistir was fere noon so grete : 
fat I drede of her awe 
Ky of ^ingis fat I seide : 
my word not to wi^ drawe 
IT Now are 30 comen me to take : 
in myrkenes of n^^t 
And also ^e haue taken me : 
wi^outen any pli^t 
For 3e me haten to fe de^ : 
haue ^e noon o^ere ri^t 
Suche is ^oure tyme he seide : 
merkenes wi)K)uten li3t 
In euel tyme leued ^e : nM^n»bMk] 

Iudas ^e waried wi3t 
Muchel pyne purueide is jou : 
but more to him is di3t 
IT His hondes |»ei bonde & lad him 
a trot & not a pas \S^^t • 

Ki^t to her owne bisshop : 
his name was ^0 cayphas 
Mased & wery ^enne were f ei 
^o ]>ei nuste wherfore hit was 

trinity 



908 TBB WRETCHES MOCK JESUS ON EVERT SIDE. PETER FOLLOWS TO SEE THE END. 
HE GOMES TO OAIAPHAS' HOUSE. NOW CHRIST'S WORD SHALL BE FULFILLED. 



Left ^ai noght bi-hind fam. fan 

fe fals felon ludas, 15878 

far he liuerd his maister yp 

. ^ai bunden had wit la;^a3y 15880 
^e feluns logh him til hething 

on ilk side, alias I 
Petre he folad him on ferr, 

For durst he noght in sight, 15884 
For wonder gladli wald he wite 

^e ending if he might. 
To caiphas hus son he com, 

And >ider in he tight, 15888 

Ku i hope it halden bes 

fat crist him forwit hight, 
He drogh him bak be him ^e men 

Wald he noght cum in light. 15892 
Quen he was to ^e palais cummen, 

Sperd it was fe yate, 
A knaun freind he had )?are-in, 

in he did him late 15896 

Priueli for in his mode, 

For was he neuer sa mate, 
Gladli wald he spek and sper 

Bot at qu(im he ne wate ; 15900 
Quat thing suld of his maist^ worth, 

Wyt wald he ful fain. 
A quil forward he yode, 

a quile him drogh a-gain, 15904 
Quat fax thoght wit his maister do 

gladlie wald he frain. 
For sare he dred fat Bifen fell 

o ])aim he suld be slain. 15908 

IF A fir was kindeld on fe place, 

J)e night it was ful caald, 
Mani drou a-bote fat fire 

For tijjans fat war laid. 15912 

COTTON 



left fai nojt be-hinde ham. 

fat fah) feloun ludas 

fer he deliuered his maister vp. 

fat bundyn was wif las 

f e felouras him logH til hef ing* 

on ilk side alias. 

IT Petre folowed him on ferre. 

& durst no^t come in si^t 

for wonder gladli walde he wete 

of fe ending* if he mijt. 

to caiphas hous he him come 

& f idder he him di^t. 

now L hope hit wille be haldin 

atte ihe^u criste him hijt. 

[ 

, fw gap in Fair/ax ^ Latid MSS.^ 

% quen he was to fat palas co77imjn. 

spered was f e ^ate. 

a knawen frende was porter 

& in he dide him late 

preueli wif-in his mode 

for was he neyuer sa mate 

gladli walde he speke & spir 

bot atte quam he ne wate. 

IT what sulde of his maister worf . 

wite walde he ful fayne 

a-quile forf he 30(le. 

a-nof er quile a-gayne. 

quat f ai f o^t wif his maister do. 

gladli walde he frayne 

bot sare he dred f ai ware sa felle. 

of ham he sulde be slayne. 

IT A fyre was kindeled in f e halle. 

f e ni3t hit was ful calde. 

many drogh a-boute fat fire. 

for tif inge« fat was talde. 

FAIRFAX 



THE GATE WAS SHUT, BUT A FRIEND LET IN PETER. HE WOULD GLADLY HAVE 909 
ASKED ABOUT HIS MASTER, BUT HESITATED j HE DREW NEAR THE FIRE. 



^r he liuerd his maistir up, 15879 

))ai bunden had wid las, 15880 
Ne left )?ai noght bi-hind foim 15877 

fat fals felun iudas. 15878 

fe feluns him logh till hething 15881 

on ilk Bide, alias ! 
[Pjetre folud him on ferr, 

for darst he noght in sight, 15884 
For wonder gladli wald he witt 

of fe ending if he might. 
To cayphas has he him come, cimTio?] 

and l^ider in he tight, 15888 

Ku i hope it halden bes 

])at crist him forwid hight. 

[ 

. . . , no gap in the MS,"] 
[Q]uen he was to )?at palais comen, 

spered it was )?e jate, 
A knauen freind he had ])ar-ine, 

and in he did him late 15896 

Freuili widin Ids mode, 

for was he neuer sua mate, 
Gladdli wald he speke and spir 

bot at quam he ne wate ; 15900 
[Q]uat suld of his maistir worth, 

wit he wald ful faine. 
A quile forward he 3ode, 

a quile him drou againe, 15904 
Quat ^ai wald wid his maister do 

gladli wald he fraine. 
For sare he dred ))at syden fell 

wid ))aim he suld be slaine. 15908 
[A] fire was kindlid on \q place, 

^e night it was ful cald, 
Mani drogh abute )?at fire 

for thinges |»at war tald. 15912 
gOttingen 



Lafbe )>ei not bihynden hem : 

])e fjEds feloun Iudas 

Er he delyuered iheaua vp : 

I bounden harde wi)) a las 

))o felouns him low^e to scorn : 

On Yche side fai plas 

IT Petur folwed on fer : 

for durst he not in si3t 

For wondir fayn wolde he wite : 

]>e ende if he my^t 

To cayphas hous he aftir coom : 

& )?ider in he ti^t 

Kow shal ]je forwarde holden ben : 

\ai crist bifore him hijt 

[ 

. • . . no gap in tJie MS,] 
IF whenne he was to paleis comen : 
spered was ^e ^ate 
A knowen frend he had f erin : 
& lete him In ^er-ate 
For ful of sorwe in Ms herte : 
was he neuer so mate 
Fayn wolde he speke & aske : 
of ihesus Astate 

IT what shulde of his maistir wor))o : 
wite wolde he fayn 
A while for))ewarde he jede : 
awhile him drou^e a3ayn 
What fei wolde wi)) his maistir do : 
gladly wolde he frayn 
For sore he dredde as aftir fel : 
fat he shulde be slayn 
IT A fuyr was made in f&t plas : 
fe ny3te hit was ful colde 
Mony drowse aboute fat fuyr : 
for ])ingis fat were tolde 

trinity 



910 A 8ER0BANT SAW PBTER AIH) SAID '' THfiBK IS ONE OF THSM.** HB BWRABfl 
HE NEVER KNEW JESUS, BUT WAS SOABOBLT GONE WHEN ANOTHER SAID THE 8AMI. 



Petre ^idder-ward him diogb, 

)?of he was yn-baald, 15914 

' A sargant far was war of him, 

andcanhimtobe-hald. [iif87,i>k,eoLi] 
IT (iuen ^is man had auised him,' 

And ])ar he sagh him stand, PMs. hino] 
" yon," he said, " es an of his 15919 

]>at wit Ys es in hand." 
** Ful eber thaeit nai," coth ho, 

" yee mis nu vnderstand, 15922 
Ke wist i neu^ quat he was 

sin i was bom in land." 
IT Had noght petre hot a-wai 

ynnethes ^e])en gan, 15926 

Qz^n a-no|»er wit him mete 

And said, " ))i8 ilk es an 
Of his felauscep foi^oth, 

yee do fat he be tan." 15930 

Coth petre, " knaulage of him 

had i neuer nan," 
% Wit f is he drou him nere ^e jate. 

Fain wald ha ben J>er-vte, 15934 
Bot ))ar he mett a woman son 

])at did him mast to dute. 
Him fia sco said, *' for-soth i sagh 

lang ar wit him in rute, 15938 

})ou sais noght soth * i knau him noght 

ne nener was far a-bute.* " 
IT " I knau him noght, for-soth,"he said, 

])ar-til his ath he suer; — 15942 
Be pis was ^e time o night 

past midnight and mare. 
])an bigan fe cok to crau, 

^e time was cummen ])ar, 15946 
Petre pan. him bi-thoght, 

])e word him said was are, 

COTTON 



Petre ]>idder-warcl him dro^ 

al if he was ynbalde. 

a smaiint per was wane of him. 

& con him to be-halde. 

IT quen fiB man had a-vised him. 

& fer-hi sagH him stande. 

yon he saide is an of his 

f&t we haue in hande. 

nay shortli quo]> he 

je do mys-vnderstande. 

ne wiste I. neuer quat he was 

syn L was borne in lande 

Petre drogH him bakker mare 
& ynne|»is was he gane. 
quen malcus sone wif him mette. 
& saide ]>is ilk is an. 
he smate myne ere of sicurell 
I walde atte he ware tane. 
I quo]) peter knawlage of him 
had I. neuer nane. 
IT wif fia he drogH him nere ^e jate 
& walde haue bene J^er-oute 
bot |»er he mette awomman sone [if 74, bk] 
pat did him maste to doute. 
him piB ho saide for-so^ I. sagH. 
langare wif him in route. 
)70u sais no3t 8o]y I. knaw him no^t. 
ne neuer was J>are a-boute. 
IF I knaw him no^t for-so]> he saide 
))ar-tille his athe he square, 
be ^is was time of ni3t passed 
midni3t or mare. 
pen be-gan |>e cok to craw, 
ihe^us be-helde him ))are. 
peter fen him be-fojt. 
quat he him saide are. 

FAIRFAX 



HS WAS GOING OUT AT THE GATE, WHEN HE ICET A WOMAN WHO PUT HIH HOST 911 
IN FBAB j SHE HAD SEEN HIM WITH THEM. DENTING AGAIN, THE COCK CBEW. 



Petir didir-ward he drogh, 

^ogh he was ynbald, 15914 

A sergant per was war of him, 

and gun him to bihald. 
[Q]uen ^is man hade avised him, 

and )?ar he sau him stand, 15918 
" yoene," he said, " es ane of his 

\>at wid Ys es in band." 
" Ebberthwert nai,** said he, 

** 3e misunderstand, 15922 

Ke wist i neuer quat he was 

si^en i was bom in land." 
[H]ad noght petre bot a littel 

vnethes pepia gane, 15926 

Quen ano|»er wid him mett 

and said, " dis ilk es ane 
Of his felauschip forsoth, 

dos >at he be tane." 15930 

" I," said petir, " c[n]aulage of him % " 

he said, '^ i neuer nane," 
[A]nd f'lB he drou him to fe jate, 

faine wold he be ]>ar-Yte, 15934 
Bot ]>ar he mett a womman sone 

}>at did him mast to dute. 
Him ])is scho said, " forsoth i sau 

lang ar wid him in route, 15938 
bu sais noght sotht * i knau him noght 

ne neu^r was J^ar a-boute.' " 
" [I] knau him noght, for-soth,'*he said, 

^ar-to his ath he suare ; — 15942 
Bi ))i8 was time of night passid 

ouer midnight and mare. 
))an bigan ^e koc to krau, 

fe time was comen ]>are, 15946 
Petre ]>an him imbitoght, 

^e word him said was are, 
gOttinqen 



Petur to here )?ider drow3e : 

)K)U3e he were ynbolde 

A seruaunt soone was war of him : 

& gon him to biholde 

IT whenite he hadde avised him : 

& say petur fere stonde 

\)\a mon he seide is oon of his : 

pat we here haue in bonde 

Anoon petur seide nay : 

je here me wrong on honde 

Wist I neuer wh&t he was : 

si)) I was bom in londe 

IT Petur had but a litil : 

mne^e fennes gon 

Whenne ano^r wi^ him mette : 

& seide ^is ia oon 

Of ihesus felowshipe I-wis : 

do take him now allone 

And petur seide knowlechyng . 

of him had I neu«r none 

IT Anoon he drowse him to J>e ^ate : 

fayn wolde he be J>eroute 

Soone met he wi|) a wom7non : 

pat made him moost to doute 

Him piB I say for sope she seide : 

longe eer vrip him in route 

povL seist not soo|) petur seide : 

I was neuer pere aboute 

IT I knowe him not for so)>e he seide : 

& swor hem Jk) bifore 

Bi piB tyme hit was past : 

puer mydnyjt & more 

))enne bigan pe cok to crowe : 

pe tyme was comen ^ore 

Petur penne him biJ)0U3t : 

pQ word was seide him ore 

TRINITY 



912 PETER WENT OUT WEEPING. JESUS CAST HIS EYE ON HIM ; HIS HEABT NEARLY 
BURST. IT IS WRITTEN THAT JUDAS TOLD HIS MOTHER WHAT HE HAD DONE 



And went him forth vte of fat curt, 

Wepand full selli sare. 15960 

IT lesus fan turnd him a-bute, 

on petre his hei he kest, 
fan wijst he cummen his maister word 

Wit-vten langar frest. 15954 

Quen he him-self it vnderstod, 

Almast his hert can brest. 
fat night he did him to a roche, 

f ar-vnder for to rest, 15958 

For he ne wijt quider-ward to weind, 

ne quat fat him war best. 
IT It es writen o sir ludas [cd. t] 

quen he had don fat sin, 15962 
Wit his penis fat he tok, 

Went til his moder in. 
" Moder^ i haf mi maiste?* said, 

sal he naman bigin, 15966 

And in mi purs f e pris i here, 

sumqwat fan get i win." 
IT ludas was iesu. aumnere, 

bath theif and traitur bald, 15970 
All fat him was bitaght 

Ful selden gain he yald. 
Of his thift and his felurani, 

His moder al he tald, 15974 

And hu he to f e luus had 

His aun maister said. 
IT *' Nu has f ou f i maister said 1 " 

" moder," said he, " ya." 15978 
" f ou," SCO said, " nu sal be scent, 

i wat f ai mon him sla. 
To ded f ou sal him se be don, 

bot he sal rise far fra." 15982 

** Rise," said he, ^* dame nai, god dote, 

bes it noght moder sua, 

COTTON 



& went him forf atte f e ^ate 
wepande ful selli sare. 

Ih^us turned him a-boute 
on pet^ his ey he kest. 
f en wiste he commyn his maister worde 
wif-oute langer fi*est. 
quen he him-self vnderstode. 
alle-maste his hert con brest. 
fat ni3t he did him til a roche 
f er-vnder or to rest, 
for he ne wiste quidder to wende 
ne quat atte him was best. 

Hit is writin of iudas 
quen he had done fat sin. 
wif his penis atte he toke 
went til his moder in. 
moder I. haue my maister salde 
salle he naman be-gyn. 
& in my purse f e prise I. here 
& f us-gatis con .1. wyn. 
IF ludas was ihe^us awmener 
baf thefe & traitour balde. 
& ay f e siluer to him was ta^t 
& selden a-countis he 3alde. 
of his f eft & his felony 
his moder alle he talde 
pAnd how he to the iewis had 
his owne master soldi] [> from Laod ms.416] 
IT Sone has f ou f i maister salde 
moder he saide 3a. 
ho saide fe iewes wil him shende 
I. wate f ai wil him sla. 
to f e dede f ai wil him do 
bot he salle rise f er-fra. 
Iudas saide nay godote. 
sal hit neuer be squa. 

FAIRFAX 



THAT HE HAD HIS MASTER'S PRICE ; HE TOLD HER OF HIS THEFTS AND WICKED- 913 
KES8. SHE REPLIES HE WILL BE RUINED, JESUS WILL BE SLAIN, BUT SHALL RISE. 



And went bim fortbi yte of |»at curt, 

wepand ful selli sare. 15950 

[I]e8u« )7an tamed him abate, 

petre eie he keist, 
J^an wist he comen his maistir word 

widyten langer frest. 15954 

Qaen he him-self it vnderstode, 

almast his herte wald brest. 
^t night he did him till a roche, 

pax vnder for-to reist, 15958 

For he ne wist qai))erward to weind, 

ne wat fat him was best. 
[I]t es writen of f\B iadas 

quen he had done J^at sin, 15962 
wid his penis ^at he took, 

went till his moder in. 
" Modir, i bane mi maistir said, PJ,}J^» 

sal he na man bigin, 15966 

An in mi pars fe pris i here, 

samquat mon i win." 
[I]adas was iesus aamoner, 

bath thepf and traitur bald, 15970 
A\le fat was till him bitaght 

ful seldin again him jalde. 
Of his theft and of his feluni, 

his modir alle he tald, 15974 

And hu he to pe iuas had 

his aaen maiBtir said. 
" [S]un, has fn \>i maistir said 1 " * 

" modir," he said, " 3a." 15978 

" J>a," scho said, " na sal be scheint, 

i wat ))ai will him sla. 
To dede pn sal so him be done, 

bot he sal rise fer fra." 15982 

" Eise vp modir eft ] " he said, 

'* na sertb I ne bes it noght sua, 

68 GOTTINGEN 



He went for|> out of J)e court : UmiW} 

wepyng wondir sore 

[IT Jhesus tamed him aboute] 

on petur 030 he kest 

po wist he comen his maistir word : 

wifouten lenger frest 

For sorwe he wronge & wept also : 

as his hert shulde brest 

i>at ny3te he dud him to a roche : 

perQ vndir for to rest 

He nuste whiderwarde to wende : 

ny what him was best 

IT Hit is writen of f is Iadas : 

whenTze he had done fat synne 

WiJ) his penyes fat he toke : 

he went to his modir Inne 

Modir I haue my maistir sold : 

bi a sotil gynne 

And in my purs pe penyes I here : 

now shal I sumwhat wynne 

IF ludas was ihesus Aumenere : 

bofe feef & traitour bolde 

Al pat was bitaken him : 

selden a3ein he 3olde 

Of his fefto & felonye : 

his modir so he tolde 

And how he to pe iewes hadde : 

his owne maistir soldo 

IF Son hastou \>i maistir soldo : 

30 he seide ful fro 

Kow she seide shaltou be shent : 

I wot f ei wol him slo 

To de]>e men shul se him be done : 

but rise he shal f e?-fro 

Fro def he seide nay forsofe : 

modir hit bef not so 

TRINITY 



914 JUDAS SATS JESUS CAN NO MORE RISE THAN CAN THIS BOILED COCK; WHERE- 
ON THE COCK FLEW UP AND CROWED (tHE SAME WHICH PETER HEARD). 



IT Ne sal he neuer vp-rise eft,};j«^^^jj^* 

truH i fe hight, ISH^oTi? 

At sal piB cok vp-rise 15987 

was skald yistemiglit ! " 
Vnnethe had he said J>e word, 

pe cok lepe vp and flight 15990 
Federd faryer ])an be-fom 

and cru thoru grace o dright ; 
And ^an bigan pe traitnr fals 

to dred him of his plight. 15994 
% J>is it was fat ilk cok, 

pat petre herd him crau, 
Quen he had nite his lau^rd thris 

he did him-seluen knau. 15998 

Spek we nu hu poi iesus ledd, 

f is folk wit-vten au, 
Bath hidir and ))ider, hot pel ne wist 

quider ))ai wald him drau ; 16002 
pe lath despit pat ped. him did, 

es soru i-wiss to scau. 
IT Al pat night he was in hand 

a-mang ])at cursed lede, 16006 

Apon pe mom ran J)ider-ward Dfsa, 001.1] 

fe folk, als fai wald wede. 
pe laiierdinges al war efter sent 

to be bifore pis dede. 16010 

Peter, quen he sagh fe dai, 

til his felaus he yede 
He went him for to wisit f aim, 

for J>ar-of had fai nede, 16014 

A 8orful[er] night moght naman haf, 

fan he had, als we rede. 



IT Ne salle he neuer rise eft 

truli I. pe hijt. 

or sal pia ilk cok vprise 

was skalded ^uster-ni^t. 

vnnefes had he saide pat worde 

pe cok lepe vp on fli^t 

feferred fayrer pen be-fome 

& krew f orou goddis mijt. 

& pen be-gan pe traitour fals. 

to drede him for his pli3t. 

IT pia hit was fat ilk cok 

fat petre herde him craw. 

quen he had nite his lorde f ris. 

he did him feloun knaw. 

speke we how f ai ihe^u led. 

f is folk wif-outen awe. 

baf bidder & f idder wist f ai nojt quidder 

atte f ai walde him dragh. 

f e grete dispite fai til him did. 

sorou hit ware to shawe. 

IF alle fat ni^t he was in hande 

amang* fat cursed lede. 

apon f e mome ran f idderwarde 

f e folk as fai walde wede. 

f e lordinge^ alle ware ofter sent 

to be bifore f is dede. 

petre quen he segh f e day 

til his felawes he 3ede. 

ham to conforte & visite. 

for f ar-of had fai nede. 

a soroufuUer nijt mijt na man haue 

fen he had as we rede. 



[T7ie Trial be/ore Caiaphas and Pilate.^ 

IT In sir caiphas curt IF In fe bissbop caiphas court, 

fai heild fan fair gadiring, 16018 helde fai faire geddering* 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



ALL NIGHT JESUS WAS AMONG THOSB FOLKS. IN THE HORNING THE PEOPLE 915 
RAN THITHSR WILDLT. PETER WENT TO HIS COMPANIONS^ AFTER A SORROWFUL NIGHT. 



[N]e sal lie neaer rise eft^ 

tretili nou i )?e hight, 15986 

Are sal ))is ilk coke vp rise 

was skaldid jistemight 1 " 
Tnethes had he said fe word, 

)»e coke lep up on flight 15990 

Yeferid fairer Jan bifom, 

cren thorn grace of dright ; 
And Jan bigan Je traitnr fals 15993 

to drede him for his pligh[t]. 
[p]iB it was Jat ilke coke, 

pat petir herd him crau, 
Quen he had nitt his lauerd thrijs 

he did him-seluen knan. 15998 
Specke we nn hu Jai iesus ledd, 

fis folk widvten lau, 
Bath hider and J^edir, hot J^ai ne wist 

quider fat ])ai wald him drau ; 
fe lath despite >ai tiU him did, 16003 

es som i-wissy to schan. 
[A]ll ))at night he was in hand 

amang ^at cnrsed lede, 16006 

Apon ^ mom ran diderward 

]>e folk, als )?ai wald wede. 
fe lauerdinges all quar eftir sent 

to be bifor J)is dede.' 16010 

Fetre, quen he sau ^e dai, 

till his felaus he jede. 
He went ^an forto visite ])aim, 

for ^ar-of had )?ai nede, 16014 

A sorfuler night might na man haue, 

ne he had, als we rede. 



IT He shal neuer rise s^eyn : 

truly bi no my^t 

Furst shal fia cok vp rise : 

was scalded 3ustir ny^t 

Vnne|>e had he seide fat word : 

fe cok toke vp his fli3t 

Fe|>ered feirer fen bifom : 

crwe bi grace on hi^t 

penuQ bigon pe traitour fals : 

to drede for his pli^t 

% f is was f e same cok : 

fat petur herde crowe 

Whenr^ he had forsake his lord : 

fries on a rowe 

Speke we now how ihe^u^ stood : 

among fe folk so lowe 

Hider & fider fei him drowjo : 

vchone ofer him to showe 

[ 

, no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS.] 

IT Al fat ny^te he was in honde : 

among fe cursed lede 

On fe morwe ron fiderward : 

foike as f ei wolde wede 

pe lordes alle were aftir sent : 

to ben at f is dede 

Petur whenne he say fe day : 

to his felowes he jede 

He went for to visite hem : 

for fero{ had fei nede 

An harder ny^t no mon my^t haue : 

fen he had we rede 



[The Trial before Caiaphas and Pilate,] 

[I]n sir cayphas hus % In sir cayphas hous : 

fai helde fair gadering, 16018 fei helde her gederynge 

gOttingen trinitt 



916 THE TOWNSMEN SENT TO PILATE THEIB OOVEBNOR, WHO HOOKINOLT ASKED 
THEH *^ WHERE IS YOUB KING " ) THEY WERE ANGRT THAT PILATE SPOKE LIGHTLY. 



Again fair lege lauerd, i-wiss, 

to hefd him or to hing. 16020 

All ^ai gadird o fe tun, 

bath freman and dring, 
And sent to pilate ^air procurator, 

And did him ])ider bring, 16024 
For he sett vte-ouer bam 

vnder cesar J,e king. 
IT Sir pilate com and asked J^am, 

in hething als it war, 16028 

" Qtior es your king, yee do him bring 

forth bifor vs here." 
J>ai^ stert J>am forth ynsterli, P ms. |mt] 

Wit a fulbald here, 16032 

" Parfai, pilate, wel J>ou aght 

to hald him ful vn-dere, 
pat king him mas wit-vten leue 

Oaer cesar fe emperour, 16036 

Herd fou neuer na selcut slike 

Als ))0U of him sal here.'' 
Caiphas poUi biscop was 

Ful riche man and rank 16040 

All ))ai gedird at his curt, 

and pel samen sanck. 
iesus ))at in prisun lai, 

ful herd ])ai did banc, 16044 

And bonden broght him forth as thef, 

pair will him was ful vlanck. 
% pax ymbithoght pahn on quat wise 

pat |»ai moght him wrei, 16048 
And wit quat thing pel titest moght 

do him for to dei. 
Sir pilate o |>aim bi-heild, 

skil was sumdel slei, 16052 

];at' kneu sumdel j^air feluni, [ool s] 

Wist )7am was leif to lei ; c* ics. |»d] 

COTTON 



agayne ^aire lege lorde I-wis. 
to heued him or to hinge, 
alle ))ai gedderred of pe toun. 
hap freman & dring*. 
& sende to pilate paire procuratour 
& did him jjidder bringe. 
for he was keper of pe lagh. 
ynder cesar pe kmff 

Sir pilate askid ham. 
in he))ing< as hit were, 
quar b ^oure king* ^e do him bringe. 
forj? be-for vs here. 
)7ai stert ham for)) vn-sturenli 
vnp an ful baldeli chere. 
Parfai pilate )70u him ajt PMf nj 

to halde him ful wondere. 
)7at king* he him mas wi]H)ut leue. 
of cesar ^e emperere. 
herde )70u neuer sa selcou]> ping* 
as povL of him salle here. 
IT Sir caiphas paxc bisshop was 
ful riche he was & ranke. 
alle ])ai geddered atte his court 
& per ))ai sammyn sanke 
ihegna |)at in prisoun lay. 
fill harde ^ai dide him hanke 
& bundyn bro|t him as a thefe 
per wele him was ful wlanke. 
l%ai vmbi-))03t ham on quat wise 
-■ atte )?ai mu^t him wreye.' 
& wi]) quat ))ing* ])ai tittest mo^t 
to him for to dey. [SMs.fmtj«] 

sir pilate on ham be-helde 
of skile was sumquat sley. 
he knew sumdel ^aire felony 
& wiste atte J^ai walde ley. 

FAIRFAX 



ALL WERB GATHERED AT THE OOUBT OF OAIAPHAS. THET BROUGHT JESUS 917 
FROM PRISON BOUND AS A THIEF, AND SOUGHT HOW SOONEST TO KILL HIH. 



Again psdi lege laudrd, i-wiss, 

to heued him oper to hing. 16020 
All ))ai gederid of ^e tune, 

bath fre man and dring, 
And sent to pilate ^air prcHsketur, 

and did him dider bring, 16024 
For he was sett vte ouer paha 

vnder cesar pe king. 
[S]ir pilate come and askid ])aim, 

in hething ak it were, 16028 

" Quare es ^nr king, ^e do him bring 

forth bifor vs here." 
);ai stirt )iaim forth vnstemli, 

wid a ful baldli chere, 16032 

** Parfled, pilat, fu him agh 

to hald nn ful vndere, 
J^at king him mas widvten leue 

of cesar ^e emperore, 16036 

Ne herd pu neuer selcuth slike 

als ^u of him sal here." 
[CJayphas ])at pair bischop was 

ful riche he was and rank^ 16040 
Alle ])ai gedrid at his curt, [itaf los] 

and pai ^ai samen sank. 
lesus ^at in p[re]sun lai, 

ful hard ^ai did him hank, 16044 
And bunden broght him forth als thef, 

))air will it was full wlank. 
[J)]ai ymbithoght psAm on quat wisse 

pai )7ai might him wrei, 16048 

And wid quat ))ing pvl tittest might 

do him for to dei. 
Sir pilate on j^aim biheld, 

of skin was sumdele sli, 16052 

He knew sum-dele })air feluni, 

wist paim was lef to li ; 
oCttingen 



A^ein her lege lord I wis : 

to hede him or to hjnge 

Mony gedered of pe toun : 

bi certeyn wamynge 

And senden aftir sir pilate : 

J>idur him for to brynge 

For he was lustise ouer hem : 

Tndir cesar ^e kynge 

IT Pilat cam & asked hem : 

in scomyng as hit were 

[ 

. no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS.'l 

J>ei stirten forf stemely : 

wi|> a lodly chere 

1 Forso^e pilate ^ou owe him holde : 

to vs & |>e vndere P i«af «9, uok] 

pat kyng him calle^ wi))outen leue : 

of Cesar wif outen pere 

Herdestou neuer suche wondres : 

as he ha^ don vs lere 

IT Caiphas pat her bisshop was : 

was ful riche of fee 

Alle gedered at his court : 

pat ilke sory meyne 

Ihesus pat in p?i*8oun lay : 

J)ei broujte forf pat fre 

Harde bouroden as a ])eof : 

was wont wif hem to be 

IT J)ei bifou^te hem on what wise : 

fat f ei my^te him wrye 

And with what fing fei sonnest shulde : 

do him f enne to dye 

Sir pilat on hem bihelde : 

of skil was somdel slye 

He knew somdel her tresoun : 

pat hem was leef to lye 

TRINITY 



918 PILATE SAW THE BITTERNESS AND WRONODEALING OF THE JEWS; THE BURG- 
SSSES SAT ROUND HIM, JESUS STOOD BEFORE THEM. PILATE HEARD ALL THET SAID, 



IT He beheilde fa,t bitter bald, 

Hu fBi said fair resun, 16056 

And vnderstode fat ^ai him had 

tene al wit tresun. 
He luued nawight fat wick folk, 

for ^ai war ai felun. 16062 

Pilat satt, and him a-butte 16059 

J>e bnrges o J>e tun ; 16060 

Bifor ]7am iesus stode als a lambe. 

His hefd druppand diin^ 16064 
On faxcL he loked noght his eL 

to lei ]}ai war ai bun, 
Mani lesing had J^ai loun 

again ie^u ^at dai ; 16068 

Pilat did men here and list 

Al thing \>&t ^ai wald saL 
Bot he cuth find na skil quar-for 

On him men witte snld lai, 16072 
For in ^air aun sagh pel said, 

oft-sith for-kid )?ai. 
IT Vp far stert tua panteners 

in middes J'at consile, 16076 

And said on hei to sir pilate, 

'^ sir, herken vs a quile. 
He ]}is es man, and mas him godd, 

to ger men trou his gile, 16080 
He es na godd ne godd sans, 

of him we knau fe stile." 
IT " Godmen," he said, " yeitt es J>ar 

" Herkens we sal yow tell, V^^ * 
pat he in pe temple said 16085 

quar we herd him spelL 
He bad pat we pe temple suld 

al to J)e grand dun fell. 
He said it rais pe tlirid dai, 16089 

na langer terme emelL" 

COTTON 



IT he be-helde p& cursed men. 

how ))ai saide psire resoun. 

& wiste wele pax had him tane. 

wif-oute ri3t & wi|> tresoun. 

Pilate sette him a-boute. 

pe burges of pQ toun. 

he loued na J^ing* pat wikked folk 

for f ai ware ay feloun. 

be-for ham ih^^us as a lambe 

his heued droupande douit. 

on ham he loked no^t wtt^ eye. 

bot bade paiie wille ay boun. 

IT Mani lesing* per J)ai made. 

a-gayne ihe^u ))at day. 

pilate did ham herkin & list 

alle ))ing atte pel walde say. 

bot he cowde finde na skil quar-fore 

gilt on him to lay. 

for oft si)) an saide 3a. 

& ij. or iij. nay. 

IT vp per stert ij. felouris 

in middis pat counsile. 

& saide on hey to sir pilate 

sir herkin vs a quile. 

he pia is man f & makis him god. 

to gore man traw his gyle. 

he is na god ne goddis sone 

of him we knaw pe stile. 

IT Gode men f ai saide 3et is per mare 

herkin we sal 30U telle. 

])at he vs saide in pe temple. 

quere we herde him spelle. 

he bad fat we fat temple sulde 

al to pe g?'onde hit felle 

& he sulde on pe frid day. 

raise hit wif -oaten dwelle. 

FAIRFAX 



JBUT POUND NO REASON TO PUNISH HIM. TWO FAI^E PARDONERS STARTED UP 919 
AND SAID THAT HE HADE HIMSELF GOD AND WOULD RAISE THE TEMPLE. 



[H]e biheld p& bitter bald, 

hu ])ai said pBiT resun, 16056 

And vnderstod \>At j?ai him had 

tane all wid tresun. 
Pilate satt, and him abute, 

fe burgeises of pe tun, 16060 

He louend na wight \>ai wick folk, 

for j?ai war ay felun. 
Bifor )?aim iesus stod als a lamb, 

his heued drupand dun, 16064 

On )?aim he loked noght his heie, 

bot bad ^air will ai bun. 
[M]ani lesing had )?ai mad 

again iesus ])at day, 16068 

Pilate did men herk and list 

all pat pai wald say. 
Bot he cuth find na skill qnaifor 

plight on him to lay, 16072 

For in p&ii auen sau pai said 

oft sith ]}an forkid ])ai. 
[V]p far stert tua panteners 

in middes pat cunsile, 16076 

And said on hei to sir pilate, 

" sir, herkin vs a quile. 
He >is es man, and mas him god, 

to gere men trou his gile, 16080 
He es na godd ne goddes sun, 

of him we knau pe stile. 
[G]od men," Jai said, " jeit es far mare, 

herken, i sal 3U tell, 16084 

];at he in pe temple said, 

quar we herd him spell ; 
He bad ))at we ]>at temple suld 

all to pe grund it fell, 16088 

He suld it raise pe thrid dai, 

no langer terme emelL" 

GdTTINGEN 



% He bihelde her bittur here : 

How jjei seide her resouw 

And vndirstood pat f ei him had : 

taken wij) tresoun 

Pilate sat & him aboute : 

pe Burgeys of pe ioun 

He leued not to pat wicked folke : 

for |>ei were euer felouw 

Bifore hem ihesus stood as lomb : 

his heed droupyng doun 

On hem he cast yp his e3e : 

but bod her wille al bou» 

IT Mony alesyng had f ei made : 

c^eyn ihesus fat day 

Pilate herkened hem f : 

of al pat f ei wolde say 

But he coude fynde no cause whi : 

def on him to lay 

For in her owne sawes : 

ofte chaunged pay 

IF vp f stirte two pardoners : 

pat false were ful of gile 

And seiden on heje to pilate : 

sir here vs a while 

He is mon & makef him god : 

to make men leue his wile 

Ho is no god nor goddes son : 

of him knowe we pe stile 

IF Gode men fei seide ^itt is per more : 

here & we wol telle 

In pe temple f is he seide : 

pere we herde him spelle 

he bad pat we pe temple shulde : 

al to ground felle 

He wolde hit reise pe fridde day : 

no lenger tyme to dwelle 

TRINITY 



920 PILATE TOOK JESUS APART, AND ASKED WHT HE WAS 80 MAD NOT TO ANSWER 
THESE FOLKS. << THE JEWS HATE YOU ; TELL ME THE TRUTH." 



IT Wit Jis sir pilate sun vp-rais, 

lesum he wit him ledd, 16092 

And jode in-to fe pretori, 

fat was a sundri stede. 
Bitaix f&m tna he asked him 

quar-for he was sa medd 16096 
To f&t folk him soght wit scam 

pat answar nan he bedd ) 
^ir " Seis pon noght, pat pai pQ hate 

)?ir luus, nathing mare, nif88,bk,coi.i] 
If ])ai ha might wit wild ded 16101 

))ai will pe for-fare. 
Ke heres |»oa noght on ilk-a side 

hu pBi apon pQ rar, 16104 

Again pair saues pat J^ai sai, 

quin giues ]K)a ^aim answar 1 
Sin man has said vs pat |»ou ert 

A wis man o lare ; 16108 

Sai me ie^os, qui dos ]>ou ^us ) 

to me na soth ))ou spare." 
IT At })ir wordes come a man 

rinnand fast in hij, 16112 

And said pat he wald spek onan 

wit pilate priuelL 
A messager him ti])and broght 

Fra his wijf, his lenedi, 16116 

Sco grett him wel and tij^and sent 

pe qnilk he had redi. 
" Mi wijf es sumquat iuel at ess, 

And ^at es for a sight 16120 

fat SCO wit-in hir sleping sau, 

nu pia ilk night, 
O ie^u, pat ])is fals folk 

Has tan wit-vten plight. 16124 

"Word SCO sendes pe for-f i, 

if ani wai po\i might 

COTTON 



Wi]> f is pilate vp him ras. 
ihe^us ynp him he led. 
& 3ode in-to pe precory. 
]>at was a preuey stede. 
& in counsail asked him. 
quar-fore he was sa med. 
to pai folk him walde spille. 
]>at ansquare nane he bedde. 
IT Seyse )70U no^t atte f ai pe hate. 
per iewes na-fing* mare, 
bot |»oa help f i-self atte nede. 
ellis wil ]}ai pe forfare. 
ne heris f ou nojt on ilka side 
how ]>ai a-pon pe rare, 
a-gajne }>aire saghes atte J^ai say 
quyne gyues ]}ou ham ansquare. 
sin povL be-fore time has bene 
a man of witty lare. 
say ihefius quy dos |»ou pua 
to me na so]) f ou spare. 

Atte per wordes come a man. 
rynnande faste in hye. 
& saide atte he walde speke anane 
wijj pilate priuely. 
a message him tij^ande bro3t. 
fra his wife J^at lauedi. 
ho grette him wele & tij^andis saide 
pe quilk he had redy. 
IT jour wife is sumdel euel atte ese. 
& ])at is for a sijt. 
])at ho in hir sleping^ sagh 
now piB ilk nijt. 
of pia ihe^u atte f is folk' 
has tane wiJ)-outen plijt 
worde ho sendis pe for-fL 
if any way fou mijt. 

FAIRFAX 



JUST THEN A MAN GAME RUNNING TO BRING A MESSAGE FROM PILATE'S WIFE ; 921 
SHE IS ILL AT BASE FOR DREAMING OF JESUS WHO IS TAKEN WITHOUT FAULT. 



[w]i(l fia pilate vp he las, 

iestis wid him he lede, 16092 

And 3ode into pe pretori, 

yai was a sundri stede. 
Bi-tnix l^aim tua he askid him 

qnarfor he was sua medd, 16096 
To y&t folk him soght wid schame 

]>at ansuer nane he bedd ) 
^ [S]eis ^u noght, ^at ))ai fe hate 

))ir bias, na-thing mare, 16100 

If ^ haue might wid vile dede 

nu will p3i fe foifare. 
Ne heris ])u noght on ilk side, 

hu fax apon pe rare, 16104 

Again paa saus fot fai sai, 

qui ne giues )ni pBim ansuare : 
SiJ'en men has said us pat pn es 

sua wis a man of lare ; 16108 

Sai iestu, qui dos pn dus 

to me na soth ^u spare/' 
[A]t ))ir wordis come a man 

rinand fast in hij, 16112 

And said pat he wald speke on-ane 

wid pilat pnueli. 
A messager him ti))and hroght 

fra his wif, pat leuedi, 16116 

^Scho grett him wele and tij^and sent, 

de quilk he had redi D ImT los, bsck] 
*' [f]i wyf es sumdele iuel at ese, 

and )»at es for a sight 16120 

^t scho in hir sleping sau, 

nu pia ilke night, 
Of ^is ie^ ]}at nu ))ls folk 

has tan widvten plight 16124 

word scho sendis pe for])i, 

if ani wai ^u might 
oOttingen 



IT Anoon pilate vp he roos : 

ihesits wi)) him he laddo 

And ^ede in to ^e parlour : 

pat was a counsel hous badde 

Bitwene hem two he asked him : 

whi he was so madde 

To pat folke him sou^te wi)) shome : 

noon ynswere pat he hadde 

IF Sestou not pat ]>ei ^e hate : 

pesQ iewes no ^ing more 

pQi wol pe sle if )?ei may: 

& destrye fi lore 

Herestou not on euery syde : 

how f ei on fe rore 

A^ejD. her sawes pat J)ei say : 

vnswerestou not wherfore 

Si}) men han seide pat ))0u art : 

wis of lemyng jore 

jyue vnswere of fis ihesus : 

or clles pon smartes sore 

% At pese wordes coom a man : 

rennynge faste in hi^e 

And seide he wolde speke anoon : [if loo] 

wij) pilate prmelye 

A messaugere him ti))ing brou^te : 

fro his wif pat ladye 

She grette him ofbe & ti^inge sends : 

to drede of pat folye 

IT ))i wif he seide is ille at ese : 

& pat is for a si3t 

pat she in hir slepyng say : 

pia ilke laste ny3t 

Of pia ihestia pat now pia folk : 

han taken wi))outen pli^t 

"Word she sende)) f e if fat J)OU : 

on eny weye myjt 

TRINITY 



922 PILATE, ON HIS WIFB*S MESSAGE, RETURNS INTO COURT, AND TRIES TO PER' 
SUADE THE JEWS TO SCOUROE JESUS AND LET HIM GO ; BUT THEY REFUSE. 



J)at ]>ou thole him noght to dei, 

for it war gret vn-right." . 16128 
IT Qtien pilate had ]7is ti]>aiid herd^ 

And wel it vnderstode, 
He broght ]>am ie^m ]>an agayn, 

And to ^e curt he yode. 16132 

" God men,** he said, " yee can noght find 

oght in pia man hot gode, 
For he es noght worthi to dei, 

Als me think in mi mode. 16136 
Bot skoiges him and late him ga, 

quen yee mai see f e blod." 
IT "Do wai," coth fai, " nu sir pilate, 

quarc-for sais pou sua, 16140 

We wil it graunt on nankin wise 

pat he suld scap ys fra. 
He mas him king, and wald be cald, 

And fou wat wel ]>at qua 16144 
Mas him king wit-vten leue, [ooi. s] 

es J?e imperours fa. 
galilee ];an es he born 

pe folk he dos mis-ga." 16148 

Quen ))at pilat herd ]7am sai 

he was o galilee, 
Thoght he wald ha sauued him, 

to dred ]>an can he, • 16152 

For herod was fat ilk Biquav 

keper o fat contre. 
lesus bunden als he was, 

alsua he lete him be, 16156 

And wit liis sergant he him sent 

til herod for to se. 
IF For to wreth yeit herod mar 

pilat thoght f ul lath, 16160 

For he and he had samen ben, 

forwit selcuth wrath, 

COTTON 



atte fon ]>ole him nc^t to dey. 

for hit ware grete yn-ri^t. 

'IT quen pilate had fia ti]>ande heide. 

& wele hit vnderstode. niMf7B»back] 

he bro3t ihe^u wij) him a-gayne 

& to ]>e court he ^ode. 

gode men he saide I. can no^t finde 

in f is man bot gode. 

for he is nojt worf i to dey. 

as me ]>ink in my mode 

bot skourges him & late him ga 

til 3e se pe blode. 

IT Do way qtu)f ]>ai sir pilate 

quar-fore pen. says ]>ou squa. 

we wille nojt grante on nankin wise 

atte he sulde escape ys fra. 

he mas him king* & walde be calde 

& ]>oa wate wele at qua. 

mas him king* wiJ)-outen leue. 

he is f e emperour fa. 

of galilee yen is he borne 

& bnngis our folk in wa. 

auen ]>at pilate herde ham say. 
he was of galilee. 
he f o^t he walde haue saued him. 
to drede fen con he. 
for eraude was of ^ fat lands cms. or of] 
king* in fat cuntree. 
Bundyn ihe^u as he was. 
al-squa he lete him be. 
& wif his senauntes he him sende. 
til herode for to se. 
IF for to wraf sir herode mare, 
pilate f u^t hit lath, 
for he & he had sammyn bene, 
be-fore selcouf wraf. 

FAIRFAX 



IKARINO JBSUS WAS OF GALILEE, FEARED HE COULD NOT SAVE HIK, 923 
tOD GOYEBKED THERE, AND THET HAD DISAGREED. HE SENT HIM THERE. 



Lole him noght to dei, 

war gret ynright.'' 1 6 1 28 

lilate had pia ti^nd herd, 

ele it ynderstodoy 

it wid him iesits again, 

» ^at cart he jode. 16132 

men,*' he said, *' i can noght 

fis man bot gode, L'^^^ 

e es noght worthi to dei, 

I thine in mi mode. 16136 

urges him and lates him ga, 

\e mai se f e blod." 

rai," said psA, '* nu sir pilate, 

r ]yan sais pn sua, 16140 

it grant on nanekin wise 

! suld scap Ys fra. 

him king, and wald be cald, 

1 wat wele pat sua 16144 

L king widuten leue, 

I emperurs fa. 

I pBXi es he bom ^ 

£ he dos mis-ga." 16148 

>at pilate herd Jndm sal 

s of galile, 

he wald haue sauued him, 

de ]yan gan he, 16152 

>dis was ))at ilk siquar 

of ))at centre. 

iegns als he was, 
he lete him be, 16156 

I his sergantes he him sent 
irodes forto se. 
wreth sir herodes mare 
ihoght ful laith, 16160 

ind he had samen bene, 
1 selcuth wrath, 
gOttingen 

[} Tli«liS.hu"|>«rulk" 



pat pon BuSre him not to de^e : 

for hit were greet vnri^t 

IF wheuTte pilat had ]>is ti]>ing herd : 

& wel hit vndirstode 

He brou3te wi]> him ihesiis a^eyn : 

& to ^ court he ^ode 

Gode men he seide I con not f jnde : 

in pia mon but gode 

He is not worf i for to deye : 

me ]>inke]> in my mode 

But scourge^ him & lete^ him go : 

whenne 3e se ^e blode 

IF Dowey J>ei seide sir pilate : 

whi seistou now so 

We wol graufzte on no wise : 

him to scape vs fro 

He make)) him kyng & so csiWep : 

in mony cuntrees ful Jro 

who so calle]) him kyng wijouten ri^t 

is emperoures fo 

Of galile is he bom : 

oure folke he doj? mys-go 

IF whenne pat pilate herde hem sey : 

he was of galile 

he ])0U3te to haue saued him : 

to drede sore gon he 

For heroudes was in ])at tyme : 

kyng of fat cuntre 

Bounden ihestia as he was : 

also he lete him be 

And wif seruauntis he him sonde : 

to heroude him to se 

IF For to wraffe heroude more : 

ful loo]7 was pilate 

For he & he a litil bifom : 

had bene at debate 

TRINITY 
here, twice in the long line.] 



924 HEROD WAS GLAD TO 8EB JESUS, AND WENT WITH HIS MEN TO MEET HIli; 
HE HOPED TO SEE SIGNS. THE JEWS PRAYED HIM NOT TO HELP JESUS. 

For to do his breth to bo, for to do his hieip to bogb 

of hini pat was fill brath. 16164 of him ]>at was M l>ia]>. 

[^To herowde po he hym sent heiode had ^emed him to se. 

euyn the hie gate ;] [» from Land MS.4ifl] fer-fore many rath. 

IF Herod had yemd him to se, IT herode jemed him to se. 

and of his come was fain, 16168 & of his come was fayne 

Wit his knightes vp he ras, wi]> his knijtis yp he las 

and went him ])an again. & went him pam a-gayne 

Of him he wend ha signes sene, of him he wende haue signes sene 

For noght, al was in vain, 16172 for no3t alle was in vayne 

Ke wald he neuer on him ];>i-hald, ne walde he neuer on him be-hald 

for thing pat he moght firain. for ojt atte he ma3t frayne. 

IF Bot yeit pe luus fined noght^ If Ke ^et pe iewes fined no)t 

to seke ie^um wit wrake, 16176 to seke ihesn vrip wrake 

))ai piaid herod pat he ne sold fai be-eo3t herode atte he ne solde 

na praier for him make, na praier for him make. 

Ke help him, ne he ne did, ne help him no^t na mare he dede 

Al for pe luus sake. 16180 alle for pe iewes sake. 

Yeit I hope pat ]>ai sal bath ^et I hope atte ))ai sal ba]> 

grisly bi-for him quake. grisli be-for him quake. 

If Quils pat herod wit him spak, "i^e quilest ))at herode wi]> him spac 

And he answerd him noght^ 16184 J^ Sshe ansquared him no^t. 

For he had gemd him to se for he had jemed him to se. 

f ar-for him for-thoght, many a time in f 03t. 

For had he ]>an anlepi signe for had he an anlapi signe. 

forwit herods wroght, 16188 be-for herode wro3t 

Had noght pe luus don him to ded had no3t pe iewes him done dede 

for thing ))ai cuth or moght. for ping* pel cowde or mo3t. 

[ pen had pe prophecy bene fals 

Ss turned in-to no3t. 

If & alle sauiis had be lome 

. no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS.] fat f orou him was bo3t. 

IF He asked him al priueli, he asked him alle priueli 

qui psii him sua bi-soght, 16196 quy |?ai him squa wi]> 803t. 

" Speke wit me, and sai me qui [if89,ooi.i] speke wij) me & say me quy. 

and al sal be for noght." & alle sal be for no3t. 

COTTON FAIRFAX 



I THINK THBY WILL TBT QUAKE BEFORB HIM. JESUS WILL NOT ANSWER NOR 925 
SHOW A SINGLE SIGN. HEROD ASKED HIM WHY THET TREATED HIM SO. 



Forto do his breth to bu, 

of him pat was ful brath* 16164 
Herodes had grenid him to se, 

pax foTwid mani ratht ; 
[HJerodes grenid him to se, 

and of his come was faine ; 16168 
wid his knithes vp he ras, 

and went all him againe. 
Of him he wend haue signes sene, 

for noght, all was in vaine, 16172 
Ke wald he neuer on him bi-hald^ 

fo[r] thing pat he might fraine. 
[B]ot 3eit pe ius find noght, 

to seke iesn wid wrake, 16176 

psa. praid herodes pat he ne suld 

no praier for him make, 
Ne helpe him noght, ne he ne did, 

all for pe inns sake. 16180 

jeit i hope ^t ]>ai sal bath 

grisli bifor him qwake. 
[Q]nilis ))at herodes wid him spack, 

and he ansuerd him noght, 16184 
For he had grened him to se 

]>ar-for it him for-thoght, 
For had he anikin signe 

forwid herodes wroght, 16188 

Had noght pe ins him done to dede 

for thing pai cuth or moght. 

[ 



For to do his wrappe to ceese : 

& sane his astate 

To heroudes J)o he him sent : 

euen pe he^e gate 

IT Heroudes ^emed hjjn to se : 

& of his come was fayn 

WiJ) his kn73ti8 vp he roos : 

& went him a3a7n 

Of him he wende signes to seen : 

Bat hit was al in vayn 

wolde he neuer on him biholde : 

for nou3t pat he coude frayn. 

IF jitt J)o iewes fyned not : 

to seke ihesus wi^ wrake 

]>ei preied pat he shulde : 

no preyere for him make 

Ne helpe him not no more he dud : 

for pQ iewes sake 

3itt shul ))ei alle bifom him : 

ful grisly quake 

IT whil pat heroude wiJ) him spake : 

he vnswered nou3t 

And he had 3emed him to se : 

fcrfore him for ]K)U3t 

For hadde he any maner signe : 

bifore heroude wrou3t 

pe iewes had not him slayn : 

for no ^ing pat ]>ei mou3t 

[ 



no gap in tJie MS.] 

[H]e askid him all priueli, 

qui )Md him had sua soght, 16196 
" Speke wid me, and sai me qui, cifiOQ 

and all sal be for noght." 

G6TTINGBN 



no gap in the MS,] 

IT He asked him pnuely : 

whi ))ei had him bounde 

Speke to me & telle me why : [irioo, bk] 

as hit shal be founde 

TRINITY 



926 JESUS ANSWERED NOT. THET CLOTHED HIM IN FURPLB, AND BBOUGHT HUC 
TO PILATE, WITH A FRIENDLY MESSAGE FROM HEROD. ** THIS MAN IS BTEANQE ', 



And iesus held him stil als he 16199 

noght of him-seluen had roght : 
A piirprin clath ))ai on him kest, 

And gain to pilate broght 
In taken ))at he was a fole, 

fat his wijt Httel doght. 16204 
IF Apon pan sir herods halue 

]7ai gret wel sir pilate, 
And said, ^* sir, yee er freindes made, 

J?e soth par-for yee wate, 16208 
He has pe sent ))is man again 

right in pat ilk state. 
A word wit him ne wald he spek, 

lie ans yp lift his late. 16212 

IF He es pe selcuthest man, 

pat euer yeit we sei, 
For he will noiper change his cher 

for lau man ne for hei, 16216 

Noper ansuar for to giue, 

ne lift vp ans his hei. 
£ot herod thankes pe pi sand, 

for-soth we sal noght lei." 16220 
IF " Grodote," said pilate to pam pan, 

" pat thine me ful gode, 
Bot giues me consaii if yee can, 

for menged es mi mode. 16224 

pis godman es o mikel wijt, 

qua-sa it vnder-stode, 
Bot he has wrethed yow, foiMjui 

yee er wit him sa wod. 16228 

I rede men chasti him for-pi, 

And bete him to pe blod. 
Godmen quat es pan your dome 

sais me certanli," 16232 

Alle pai said, " pat he be don 

on rode, and pat in hi." 

COTTON 



[^ And lesus held hym stille 

in that ilk* stound] p from Lud M8.4U] 

a purpure clap pai on him kest 

& gayne to pilate brojt 

In takening< he was bot a fole 

pat his witte litel dojt. 

Apon sir herodes halfd 
pai grette wele sir pilate. 
& sir 30 ar frendis made 
pe sop per-of we wate. 
he has pe sende pis man a-gayne 
ri3t in pe same state. 
a worde wip him he wil nojt speke 
ne anis halde yp his late. 
IF he is pe selcoupest man qaop pal 
pat euer jette we seye 
for he wil naup^r chaunge his chere 
for lagh man ne for heye. 
nauper ansquare for to giue 
ne lift anis vp his eye 
& herode pankis pe pi sande 
for-sop we wille no3t leye 
IF Godote saide pilate pan. 
pat pink me ful gode. 
for gif macounsaile if 30 can. 
pat meuged is in my mode, 
pis godeman is of mykil witte 
qua wele hit vnderstode. 
pBut for he hath you wrathid 
witJi hym ye are so wood £s^ ^^^ 
I rede ye chastice hym ]ni8 |^e,S'£frt 
and bete hym to pe blood SiSkSf i«.] 
IF Good men what is youre dome 
sey me certainly 
Alle seid that he be don) 
on CTOS and pat in hie 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



HB WILL NOT ANSWER." PILATE ASKS POR COUNSEL, HE IS PUZZLED ; "THIS 927 
MAN IS WISE, BUT HE HAS ANGERED TOU. WHAT WILL YE DO )" *' ORUCIFT HIM." 



And iesus held him stille, als he 

noght of him-seluen roght : 16200 
A purprin cleth ]yai on him kest, 

and gain to pilate broght 
I[n] takking he was a fole, 

his Witt hot Httn doght. 16204 

[A]pon sir herodes halue 

]>ai grett wele sir pilate, 
And said, " ^e er freindes made, 

pe sotht ]>ar-of we wate, 16208 

He has ^e sent ^is man again 

right in ]7at ilke state. 
A word wid him ne wald he speke, 

ne anes lift yp his late. 16212 

[Hje es fe selcuthest man, 

fat eucre 3eit we sei. 
For he wald nou])er chaunge his chere 

for lau man ne for hei, 16216 

Nou]yer ansur for to giue, 

ne anes lift yp his heL 
Bot herodes thankes ))e ))i sand, 

forsoth we sal noght lij." 16220 
" [CJertis," said pilate to paim, 

'* pat thinck mo nu ful gode, 
Bot giues me consail if 30 can, 

]>at mcnged es in mi mode. 16224 
J)is gode man es of mekil witt, 

qua it welle vnderstode, 
Bot he has wrethed 3U, for-qui 

je er wid him sua wode. 16228 
I rede men chasti him parfor, 

•and bete him to pe blode. 
[G]ode men qoat es pan 3nr dome, 

sais me sertainli," 16232 

All pai said, '' he be done 

on rode, and ]>at in hij.'' 
gOttinqen 



And ihemts helde him stille : 

in ]>at ilke stounde 

A purpor cloo]; ]7ei on him cast : 

perin pei han him wounde 

In token of fool for]> him ladde : 

to pilate on pat grounde 

IF Sir heroude pQ grett wel : 

we sey pilate to pe 

And now be 3e frendes made : 

pe sope peroi woot we 

He hsLp pe sende pis mon a3eyn : 

ri3t in to ]yi se 

A worde wi]> him nolde he speke : 

for nou3te pat mj^te be 

IT He IB ))e selconj^est mon : 

pat euer 3itt we 8630 

For he chaunged no chere : 

for lowe ny for he3e 

Noupcr vnswere wolde he 3yue : 

ny listen vp his e3e 

But heroude ]>onked pe ))i sonde : 

BopeLj wiJ)outen le3e 

IF Certis seide pilate ))o : 

pat J^inkef me ful gode 

But hetep now my counsel : 

for menged is my mode 

J)ia gode mon is of greet witt : 

who so hit vndirstode 

But for he hap 30U wra)»])ed : 

wij) him 3e are so wode 

I rede 30 chastise him ))us : 

& bete him to pe blode 

IF Gode men what is 30ure doom : 

seij) me certeynly 

Alle seide pat he be don : 

on cros & ))at in hy 

trinity 



928 "think better than that," said filate; he was wrath, and said 

TO JESUS, "why will YOU SAY NOTHING AGAINST YOUR AC0USEB8 f 



** Better mote yee sai pan sua," 

coth pilate, "sua rede i, 16236 

To vam yur consail better it es 

fan to do mar folL" 
IT Pilate fan was ful wrath, i-wiss, 

wit ))aim pat ilk dai, 16240 

" Man," he said, " qui dos po\x sua, 

qui wil ]>ou nathing sai 
Agains pam. ))at folus Jie, [ooi. t] 

noif er ya ne nai ? 16244 

For ]>i stat ))ou aght to spek, 

to bring J)i self a-wai. 
And help pe nu als ar has dun, 

for wel fou can and maL 16248 
IF Qui es ))e nu sa lath to spek 9 

for-ansuer fam, i rede, 
Ke seis ]>ou noght hu ))at ]>is folk 

pQ beres to pe dede ) 16252 

A freind has ))ou noght bituix pam, 

for all er f ai J?i fede. 
If fou wil noght help fi-self, 

men haldes pe for quede. 16256 
IF Sai me son quer fat fou be 

godd sun or nan, 
fat i mai wijt it witerli." 

fan ansuerd he o-nan, 16260 

" I am his sun als f ou has said 

fat all leis be wan ; 
fat sal be sene quen sothfastnes 

sal quilum be ouer-tan, 16264 

IF Tru it qua-sum wil it tru, 

i sal yow scan f e right. 
For to climbe f e eludes all 

fe sunn sal haf fe might. 16268 
And for his freindes efterward 

dun fan sal he light, 

COTTON 



To tume that councele better it is 

fan done a more foly 

Better* mote ye sey than so 

qtwd pilat so redy 

IF Pylat was fuH wrothe y-wis 

with hem pat ilk* day 

Man he sei() why dost f ou pus 

that f ou wilt no f yng say 

ayenst hem that sew on the 

nothir ye ne nay 

fibr thy state fou owest to speke 

to bryng thy-self away 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
IF why is the so lothe to speke 
answer hem I rede 
Seist f ou not how that they 
the hatyn to f e dede 

frend hast f ou not of hem 
alle wiUe they the quede 

yf f ou wilt not help thy-self 

1 can no fyrre f e lede 

IF Sey me now whethir f ou be 

godde« Sonne or non) 

That I may wyttirly yt wyt [leafiso] 

tho answerd? he allone 

I am his sonne as f ou hast sei($ 

that shuUe ye wyt echone 

hyt shalbe sene when sothefastnes 

shalle among you gone 

IF leve yt who-so that wille 

I telle you yt right 

To Clymb above the clowdis aUe 

f e Sonne shalle haue might 

And? for his frendis afterward 

doun) shalle he light 

FAIRFAX (lAVD MS.) 



TOU HAVE NOT A FRIEND AMONG THEM. TELL ME IF YOU ARE OOD's SON." 929 
'' I AM THE SON OF GOD ; IT SHALL BE SEEN WHEN THE TRUTH IS UNDERSTOOD." 



" Better most ^e sai pan sua/' 

coth pilat, " sua rede I, 16236 

To uam ^ur consaile better it es 

pan to do mare foli." 
[P]ilat was ful wrath i-wias, 

wid paim pat ilk dai, 16240 

*' Man," he said, " qui dos pu pus, 

pat pu will na-ping sai 
Againes paim pat folus^ pe ; [^ ms. foaU] 

nouper ^e ne nail 16244 

For pi state pu au to speke, 

to bring pi-self a wai. 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.^ 
[Q]ui es pe sua lath to speke 1 

bot ansuer paim, i rede, 
Ne seis pu noght hu pat pis folk 

pe hates to pe dede ? 16252 

A freind has pu nogh bituix paim, 

for aU pai er pi fede, 
If pu wiU noght helpe pi-self, 

men haldes pe for quede. 16256 
[S]ai me pu queper pat pu be 

goddes sun or nane, 
pat i mai witt it wittirli." 

pan ansuerd he on-ane, 16260 

*' I [am] his sun, als pu has said 

pat aU lese be wane ; 
fat sal be sene quen sothfastnes 

sal quilum be ouertane, 16264 

[T]rou it quarsum will it trou, 

i sal )u cheu 30 rights 
For to climb pe eludes aU 

pe sun sal haue pe might. 16268 
And for his freindes efterward, 

done pan sal he light, 

69 GdTTINGEN 



To tume pat couwsel bettwr hit is : 

pen don a more foly 

Better mot ^e seye pen so : 

quod pilat so rede I. 

IF Pilate was ful wroop I wis : 

wip hem pat ilke day 

Hon he seide whi dostou pus : 

pat pou wolt no ping say 

Ajeines hem pat sewe on pe : 

noup^ je nor nay 

For pi state pou owest to speke : 

to bringe pi self away 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8,^ 
IF whi is pe so loop to speke : 
vnswere hem I rede 
Sestou not how pat pei : 
pe haten to pe dede 

frend hastou not of hem : 
alle wol pe pe quede 

If pou wolt not helpe pi self : 

1 con no furre pe lede 

IF Say me now whepcr pou be : 

goddes son or none 

J)at I may witerly hit wite : 

po vnswered he alone 

I am his son as pou hast seide : 

pat shul je wite vchone 

Hit shal be sene whenne sopfastenes : 

shal among 30U gone 

IF Leue hit who so pat wol : 

I telle 30U hit ri3t 

To dymbe aboue pe cloudes alle : 

pe son shal haue my3t 

And for his frendes aftirward : 

doun shal he li3t 

TRINITY 



930 THE PBOPLE CRIED OUT AT THIS, "WBAT NEED OT WITVBBSBSt HI8 OWN 



MOUTH CONDEMNS HIM. A SOLDIEB STOOD FORTH AND GAVE JESUS A BUFFET, 



Koght als in priueti i sai, 

bot in yur aller sight." 16272 

IF Ful wel at fis word was ho herd 

wit fat cursd lede, 
And vp ]7ai ras and gaf a cri, 

Als J)of pai wald wede. 16276 

" Quat mister es o wijtnessing 

again him for to lede ? 
His aun muth nu has him dempt, 

o wijtnes es na nede. 16280 

Dos him on rode, pat ranscun non 

sa bald befor him bede." 
IF Wit pis a sergamt forth par stert, 

pat stode a-mang pam par, 16284 
He lift his hand and a buffet 

He gaf iesM ful sare ; 
Eftersons said he, ^'spek bot sell 

and wordes suilk na mare, 16288 
For pi rai[8]-sau pat all has herd ^l^*^^ 

maldathait qua pe spare, 
And quils pou liues here wit vs 

pi lengring sal be care." 16292 

He lift pan vp his face 

And loked on pat felun, 
*' Freind," he said, " qui smites pou me 

wii-vten right resun, 16296 

Ar pat pou mi word had mend, 

quat es pin a-chesun ] 
pe man es noght ouf?rtan in mote 

at smit him es tresun." 16300 

IF Pilate him ras, and forth yode 

vte pe pretori, 
pis felun folk ie^u pai ledd, 

foluand him wit cri. 16304 

Pilate said and badd pai ne suld 

do him na vilani, 

COTTON 



Not in previte I sey 

but ynne youi* allei' sight 

IF EviUe at that wor<l was he herd 

of pat cursi() lede 

vp rose they alle and yaf a cry 

right as they wold wede 

what nede haue we of* wytnes 

agen hjm vs to spede 

his owne mowthe hat^ hym demyd 

of wytnes is no nede 

IF dothe hym on rode witA-outyn raun- 

that no man for hym bede L^^'* 

Anon) a sergeaunt stert forth 

that stode among hem thoi* 

Wyth his hond a buffet 

he yaf le^u full sore 

he seid £ft-sonys speke but skylle 

& wordis suche no moi^ 

ffor thy myssaw that pou hast seid 

take that to teche pe loi' 

[ 

. . . . no gap in th^ MS.^ 

IF lesu. lyftid vp his face 

and lokyd on that feloun) 

fifrend he seid why smote pou me 

w/t/i-outyn eny reson) 

Are pou mightist haue foundyn) 

a skylfuH encheson) 

The man that dothe no vnright 

to smyte hym it is treson) 

IF Pylat vp-ros and forth he yode 

out of* pe pretory 

This fals folk* lesus lad 

folowyng hym with a cry 

Pylate hem defendid 

to do hym vilony 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



SATING THAT HB 8POKB EVIL. '' FRIEND, WHT SMITEST THOU ME WITHOUT 931 
SEASON ; WHAT IS THY EXCUSE 1 *' PILATE WENT FORTH, THE PEOPLE FOLLOWING. 



Nogbt in pn'uite i sai, 

bot in 3ur aller sight." 16272 

[W]ele at fis word was he herd 

wid )>at corced lede, 
All up J^ai ras and gaue a cri, [if 109. bk] 

right als ]>ai wald wede. 16276 

" Quat mister es of witnesing 

again him forto lede 7 
His auen math na has him dampnid, 

of witnes es no nede. 16280 

Dos him on rode, fat ranson nane 

sua bald befor him bede." 
[Q]uid pis a sergant forth him stret 

pat stod ama[n]g paim pare, 16284 
He lifte his hand and a buffet 

he gaue ie«u ful sare, 
And said eftsones, " speke bot skill 

and wordis slik na mare, 16288 
For pi missau pat all has herd 

maldat pat pe qua spare." 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,] 
lesus pan lifted vp his face 

and loked on pat felun, 
** Freind," he said, " qui smites pu me 

wid-vten right resun, 16296 

Ar pat pu pi word had mendid, 

quat es pine achesun ) 
pe man pat es noght ouertane in mote 

to smite it es tresun." 16300 

[PJilate him ras, and forth he jode 

vte of pe pretori, 
Jyis felun folk iesus pai ledd, 

foluand him wid cri. 16304 

Pilate said paim and bad pai suld 

do him no yilani, 

QdrmvQKSi 



Xot in pr/uete I sey : 

but in 3oure aller sijt 

IF Fuel at pat word was he herd : 

of pat cursed lede 

Vp ros pei alle & 3af a cry : 

ri3t as pei wolde wede 

What nede haue we of witenes : 

a3ein him vs to spede 

His owne moup hap him demed : [if 101] 

of witenes is no nede 

Dop him on rode wipouten raunsoun : 

pat no mon for him bede 

IF Anoon a sergeaunt sterte forp : 

pat stode among hem pore 

wip his bond a buffet : 

he 3af ihesus ful sore 

he seide eftesones speke but skil : 

& wordes suche no more 

For pi mis sawe pat pou hast seide : 

take pat to teche pe lore 

[ 

no gap in the MS»] 

IF Jhefms lifted vp his face : 

& loked on pat feloun 

Frend he seide whi smot pou me : 

wipoute any resoun 

Are pou mi3te8t haue founden : 

a skilful enchesoun 

J)e mon pat dop no vnri3t : 

to smyte hit is tresoun 

IF Pilate vp ros & forp he 3ede : 

out of pe pretory 

pis fals folk iheaus ladde : 

folewyng him wip a ciy 

Pilate hem defendede : 

to do him vileny 

TRINITY 



932 PILATE TOOK JESUS INTO A BOOM WITH BIM PBIYATELT, AND A8K8 WHY 
THESE MEN HAVE TAKEN HIM, AND WHETHER HE IS THE SON OF GOD. 



Eor quat ending ^e mote suld take, 

fai wist noght witerli. 16308 

IF In-til a chamber went pilat fan 

priaeli him an, 
And ieaus thoru his commandment, 

J7ar-in wit him es gan. 16312 

Pilate j}an him to resnn did 

wit wordes manian, 
*^ Goddman," said he, '' sai me nu qui 

]>oa ert als prisun tan, 16316 

IF Thomut fiB biscop and his men 

pat ))ou ert to be taght 1 
Wei knaus pou J^aim, and pai pe 

pat pe in hand has laght 16320 
Ert ))ou goddsun,'* he said, 

'' es sua mikel maght ? " 
" Soth," he said, " qui askes pou, 

it es pe forthwit taght." 16324 

IF " pe soth pou sai me," coth pilate, 

" quar-for pai er pi fa, 
I wat and seis pai wel noght fine, 

be-tuixand pai pe sla. 16328 

Ne wat pou pat pe pouste es min 

to spill or latte ga ] " 
pan said iesus to sir pilate, 

*' me thine it es noght sua, 16332 
IF For pof pou pouste haf a quil, 

pou sal noght haf it ai. 
I haf it o godd and es his sun [ooi. f] 

if i pe soth sal sai." 16336 

Pilate seis pat wit na word 

ouercum him he mai. 
Of his clothes vn-clethes him. 

And oper on him did lai. 16340 
Sua he sent him cled a-gain 

to paim pat was his fas, 

COTTON 



for what endyng pe mote wold take 

wyst he not wytterly 

IF Into a chambre preuyly 

went pilat his oon) 

And lestuf by his byddyng 

In wiiJi hym was gon) 

Pylat sone hym askyd 

with worde* in that won) 

Good man why hatyn they the pus 

thise iewis euerychon) 

IF The busshop and aUe his men 

with pe bene vnsaught 

hir purpos is fully 

to deth to make thy drawght 

Art pou goddes sonne he seid 

pat hei' pus art cawght 

Sothe he seid why askyst pou 

hit is by-foi' the tawg&t 

IF Sey me sothe seid pilat 

why pou art her fo 

I wote that they wille not fyne 

tille pat they pe slo 

Wotyst pou not that power is myn) 

to spille or let go 

Then seid Iesus to pilat 

me thynckyth it is not so 

ffor they pou pouste haue awhile 

pou shalt not haue it ay 

If I haue it of* god and am his sonne 

yf« I sothe shatt say 

Pylat saw that vrith no word 

ouer-come hym he may 

he vncled hym of his clothis 

& did on oper pat day 

So he sent hym clad aryen 

to his fois in place 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 



" TBLL MB THE TRUTH ; I SEE THEY WILL NOT STOP TILL THEY SLAY YOU." 933 
PILATE CAKNOT PER8UAOE HIH, SO HE SENDS HIM BACK TO HIS FOES. 



For quat ending ye mote suld take, 

fai wist noght witterli. 16308 

[IJntill a cbambir went pilate ))an 

prmili him ane, 
And iesus tboru his comandment, 

psa-in wid him es gane. 16312 

Pilate him sone to resun did 

wid wordes mani ane, 
" Grod man," he said, " f u sai me qui 

pvL ert als presnn tane, 16316 

Thorn J^is bischop and his men 

]>at fn ert to be-tagbt ? 
wele knaus ))u J^aim, and pel ))e, 

])at ))e has to me lagbt. 16320 

Ert ])u goddes [snn]," he said, 

" es of sua mekil maght ? " 
" Soth," he said, " qui askes f u, 

it es fe forwid taght." 16324 

*^ [))]e soth fn sai me," said pilate, 

" quarfor J)U es fair fa, 
Iwate and seis fax wile noght fine, 

bitui^ and pai ))e sla. 16328 

Ne wate fa fat fe pauste is mine 

to spill or lat ))e ga 1 " 
pan said iesus-io sir pilate, 

''me thinck it es noght sua, 16332 
[F]or if pVL pouste haue a quile, 

))u sal noght haue it ay. 
I haue it of godd and es his sun 

if i pQ soth sal say." 16336 

Pilate seis fai wid na word 

ouer-cum him he ne may, • 
Of his clathes vnclad him, 

and of ex did on him lay. 16340 
[S]ua he sent him cled again 

to ))aim ]>at war his faa, 
gOttikgen 



For what endyng pe moot wolde take : 

wiste he not witturly 

IF Into a chaumber p?*mely : 

went pilate his one 

And ihesus bi his biddyng : 

in vrif him was gone 

Pilate soone him asked : 

wij) wordes in fat wone 

Gode mon whi haten fei fe fua : 

pese iewes euerychone 

IF pe bissbop & alle his men : 

wij) pe ben vn 8au3t 

Her purpos is fully : 

to def to make fi drau3t 

Art pou goddes son he seide : 

pat here pus art cau3t 

Sop he seide whi askestou : 

hit is bifore pe taujt 

IF Say me sop seide pilate : 

whi pou art her fo 

I wot pat pel wol not fine : 

til pat pei pe slo 

wostou not pat power is myn : 

to spille or lete pe go 

penne seide ihemis to pilate : 

me pinkep hit is not so 

IF For pei pou pouste haue a while : 

pon shal not haue hit ay 

I haue hit of god & am his son : 

if I soop shal say 

Pilat say pat wip no word : 

ouercom him he may 

He Tncled him of his elopes : 

& dud on oper pat day 

If So he sende him clad ajeyn : 

to his foos in plas 

TRINITY 



934 THE JEWS GROWN JESUS IN SCORN ; HE HUNQ HIS HEAD IN SADNESS ; THET 
SAID, '^ HERE IS YOUR KING." THET GRIED, " NAIL HIM ON THE GROSS ! ** 



Apon his heued a cron ]>ai sett, 

In hething al, alias ! 16344 

lenu thogbt fill mikel scam 

quen he sua, scruded was, 
For cuth he neu^ wit siiilk he cledd, 

for-wit in nankin cas. 16348 

IT lesus thoght ful mikel scam, 

and luted dun his cher, 
" He," f is pai said, " es yur king, 

lo ! him hefor jow here." 16352 
Lude higan ])ai for to cri 

pat moght ouer-here, 
" Gras nu forth tas him biliue, 

we wald on rode he were." 16356 
IT All pai cried, als wit a muth, 

" nail him on rode tre ! " 
" Sais noght sua," coth sir pilate, 

''pat es noght pe rede o me, 16360 
He aght noght dei for na resun 

pat i can in him se." 
pai said ilkan, " pis ilk man 

hot if he danipned be, 16364 

pe frenscip sal pou lese for-soth 

bi-tuix cesar and pe." 
IF Pilat said, " los, her yur king ! 

hot berk i sal yow sai, 16368 

To-moru it es your mikel fest 

pat yee halu in your lai, 
A prisun ar yee wont at hafe, 

for resun o pe dai. 16372 

Ask quilk snm yee will haue, 

yee sal it haue parfai. 
Ask pan your king, and i 

yow sal noght nick wit nai." 16376 
" Quar-for," coth pai, ** qui said pou sual 

leif maister, do pou a-wai ! 

GOTTON 



A Crowne on his bed he set D«i^i50,Mti 

In scomyng alas 

lesus thought muche shame 

po he so scomyd was 

ffor cowde he nevir do the dede 

to come in sucho a cas 

IT lesus was sore agrevid 

and lowtid doun) his chere 

This they seide is youi' kyng 

lo hym befoi* you here 

lowde bygon they to Cry 

that alle herd that pat bere 

Go now and take hym blyve 

we wold on rode he wei* 

IF Alle they Cried with mowtlL 

naile hym on pe tre 

Seith not so quod pilat 

that is not rede of* me 

hym owith not die for no cause 

pat in hym yet I se 

Alle they seid but if this man 

by pe dampnyd be 

Thy frendship shalt pou lese 

by-twene zezar & pe 

IF Pilat seid lo hei* youi* kyng 

but hei* what I wille say 

To-morow is youi' moche fest 

that ye hold in youi* lay 

A presonar ar* ye wont delyuyr 

for reuerens of* pe day 

Asketh which that ye wille 

ye shuH yt haue parfay 

And I rede you aske your^ kyng 

& I shalle not sey nay 

Whex^-foi* seid they seist pou so 

leve sir that do wey 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



PILATB SATTHy " HB OUGHT NOT TO DIE." THEY TWIT HIM WITH LOSINQ OJESAB's 935 
FBIJBNDSHI?. PILATB THEN SAYS HE WILL BELEASB JESUS TO THEM ON THE FEAST. 



Apon his beued a crune he sette, 



in hething all, alias ! 



16344 



lesus thoght ful mekil schame 

quen he sua schorned was, 
For cuth he neaer wid suilk be cled, 

forwid in nankin cas. 16348 

lestis thoght ful mekil schame, 

and luted dune his chere, [iMs.kinig] 
fia ])ai said, *' it es )ur king,^ 

lo ! him bifor 3U here." 16352 

Loude bigan pai forto cri ci«^iio] 

faX all moght ouer-here, 
" Gas nu and take 3U him bliue, 

we wald on rode he were." 16356 
[A]ll J)ai end als wid a mouth, 

" naile him on rode tre ! " 
** Sai 3e noght sua," said sir pilate, 

'' J>at es no rede of me, 16360 

He agh noght dei for na resun 

]>at i can in him see." 
]>ai said ilkane, " ]>is ilk man 

bot he ne dampned be, 16364 

pe freindschip sal pn lelo forsoth 

bituix cesar and fe." 
[PJilate said fan, " lo ! here jur king, 

bot herke i sal 3U sai, 16368 

To moru it es 3ur mekil fest 

faX 36 halu in 3ur lay, 
A presun er je wont at haue, 

for resun of fe day. 16372 

Askes quilksum pat 3e wille, 

36 sal it haue parfay, 
Askes J^an 3ur king, and i 

3U sal noght nic it nay." 16376 
'' Quarfor," coth ]>ai ))an, '' sais ))U sua) 

lene maistir, do wai ! 
06TTINGBN 



A crowne on his heed pei sett : 

in scornyng alas 

lhe»us ])on^te muchel shame 

fo he so scorned was 

For coude he neuer do pe dede : 

to com in suche a cas 

IF Jhestts was sore agreued : 

& louted doun his chere 

pia j>ei soide is 30ure kyng : 

lo him bifore 30U here 

Loude bigon f ei to crie : 

pat alle herde fere pat here 

Goojj now & take hiw blyue : 

we wolde on rode he were 

f Alle pei cried wip a moup : 

naile hi?^ on rode tre 

Seip not so quod pilate : 

pat is not rede of me 

*Him owejj not de3e for no cause : 

pat in him 3it I se [> leaf 101, iMdc] 

Alle pei seide but if pis mon : 

bi pe dampned be 

pe frenshepe shaltou lese : 

bitwene cesar & pe. 

IF Pilate seide lo here 30ure kyng : 

but here what I wol say 

To morwe is 3oure myche feest : 

pat 30 holde in 3oure lay 

A prison are 3e wont delyuer : 

for reuerence of pe day 

Askep whiche pat 3e wol : 

je shul hit haue parfay 

And I rede 3e aske 30ure kyng : 

& I shal not say nay 

wherfore seide pei seistou so : 

leue sir pat doway 

TRINITY 



936 THB JEWS WILL HAVE BARABBAS SET FREE, AND WILL HAVE JESUS CRUCIFIED. 
PILATE THINKS JEStTS GUILTLESS, BUT YIELDS TO THE PEOPLE'S DESIRE ; 



IF J>is ie^ spek J)oa namar, 

bot of a-no]>er man, 16380 

j)e quilk nu we haf til us taken, ^^ff* 

his name is baraban." 
** ynr king fat es in hand, 

qtiat aghtel yee do ]7an ) " 16384 
" Do him oix tre ; " " saclcs es he 

sa feir se sum i can.'' 
Efter fia word ai mar and mar 

to cri all ]>ai be-gan. 16388 

** Selcuth YS thine o ]>e, pilate 

wit drightin for to drill, 
We haf us chosen nu baraban, 

him haf algat we will" 16392 

Pilate he thoght J^air 3eming al 

]>at he it wald fulfill, 
Qtien he sagh fat al his soigne 

fel tok it al to ill, 16396 

lesus fat al to-draun was 

to scrugo he taght fam til. 
IT Quen fat pilate sagh na bote 

gain ))aim langer to striue, 16400 
iesvL dede he thoght fe saght 

al fra him-scluen driue, 
Vp he las midward fe folk 

and wess his hcnd bi-liue. 16404 
" All yee se," he said, " fat i 

es saccles of his Hue." 
IF f ai cried all on hei, " pilate 

bi still, thar fe noght died, 16408 
His blod on us be, and on faim 

pat of vs sal brede." 
And sua it es, la god it wijt, 

sene on al fair sede, 16412 

For nu fan er f ai thralles made 

ynder al of er lede. 

COTTON 



IF Off this lesus speke f ou no more 

bot of* anof er man 

which we haue chosyn to vs 

his name is Abraham 

Of* youi' kyng in hond he seid 

what thynck* ye do fan) 

To nayle on tre he is not worthy 

as ferre as I se can) 

But this wor($ more and more 

to cry they by-gan) 

If Wondir vs thynckyth of" the pilat 

that mouyst f u^ fis skylle 

We han chosyn baraban) 

alle-gate hym haue we wille 

Pilat thought her desire 

sone after to f uH-fille 

when he sey his tyme 

they toke in to grete ille 

Ie«u that alle to-drawyn 

to scorge they toke hym tille 

IF When pilat sey no bote 

ayen hem long to stryre 

Of lesus dethe he thought f e synne 

alle fro hym to dryve 

Vppe he rose his honde* weshe 

Among that folk* fuH blyve 

Alle ye se he seidf that I 

am giltles of* his ly ve 

IF Alle they cried? on hie pilat 

dare ye no-thyng drede 

On vs mote his blode falle 

& on ours that we brede 

Andf so it did? god? it wote 

sene is on her side 

fibr now be they thraUis made 

vndfr alle of er lede 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



HE GITES HIM OVER TO Lfi SCOURGED, AND WASHES HIS HANDS OF THE GUILT 937 
OF HIS DEATH. THE JEWS TAKE IT ON THEMSELVES, AND NOW ARE THET THRALLS. 



[0]f pi3 lesus speke ])u na mare, 

bot of ano])er man, 16380 

])e quilk ]>at wo haue till vs tane, 

his name es baraban." 
'* Of ^our king ]>at es in hand, 

quat aghtel ^e do ]7an T' 1 6384 

" Do him on tre ; " " sackles es he 

als fer se sum i can.'' 
Eft ]7is word ai mare and mare 

to cri ])ai all bigan. 16388 

*' [SJelcuth vs thine of Je, pilate, 

wid dreching forto drill, 
we haue vs chosin barabaras, 

algat him haue we will.'' 16392 
Pilate him thoght ]7air grening alle 

]>at he it wild fulfill, 
Quen he wele sau ))at all his soigne, 

fai tok it bot till ill, 16396 

lems ])at all to-drauen was 

to skourge he taght ]7aim tilL 
[Q]uen ]7at pilate sau na bote 

gain ])aim lang to striue, 16400 
Of iema dede he ))oght ])e sake 

all £ra him-seluen driue, 
yp he ras and wess his hend 

emidward )>at folk bliue. 16404 
" All 3e se," he saide, " J>at i 

am sacles of his Hue.'' 
[])]ai end all on hei, " pilate 

be still, thar ^e noght drede, 16408 
His blod on vs be and on ]7aim 

]>at of vs sal brede." 
And sua it es, god it wat, 

sene on alle ]>air sede, 16412 

For nu er ])ai als thrallis made 

vnder all ojer lede. 

oOttingen 



^ Of \\a \he8ti8 speke Jou no more : 

but of ano]7er man 

Whiche we han chosen to vs : 

his nome is baraban 

Of 30ure kyng in honde he seide : 

what ]7enke ^e do ]7an 

To naile on tre he is not wor])i : 

as fer as I se can 

But efte fis word more & more : 

to cri^e ])ei bigan 

IT wondir vs ]>inke]> of J>e pilate : 

\ai mouest ]>us )>is skille 

we haue chosen baraban : 

algate him haue we wiUe 

Pilate ]70U3te her desire : 

sone aftir to fulfille 

whenne he say his assoyne : 

)>ei toke in to greet ille 

Jhesus ^ai alto drawen was : 

to scourge he toke hem tille 

IF whenne pilat say no bote : 

a3eyn hem longe to stryue 

Of 'ikemB de)> he ])0U3te )>e synne : 

al fro him to dryue 

vp he ros his hondes wcsshe : 

among ^ai folke ful blyue 

Alle 30 se he seide ^ai I : 

am giltles of his lyue 

IF Alle pei cryed on he3e pilate : 

)>ar )>e no ])ing drede 

On vs mot his blood falls : 

& on oure ^ai we brede 

And so hit dud god hit woot : 

sene is on her sede 

For now be ^ei ]>ralles made : 

vndir alle o])ere lede 

TRINITY 



938 PILATB DELIVEBS TO THE JEWS THEIR KINO ; HE DOES NOT WISH TO SNRAfil 
THE WILFUL MADMEN, SO HE GIVES UP TO THEM THE LORD OF ALL. 



Pilate stode vp on his fete 

mid- ward pai gret gadiing, 16416 
" Pes," he said, " lo, here to yow 

88 liueid vp yur king. 
And i here yow sai fat yee him will 

do on rode to hing." 16420 

" Do -wai pilate, til vs," coth J>ai, 

" feires noght do sli thing, 
IT He^ haf vr lagh," coth J>ai, " J>at we 

liue wit al in land, [> m in ms.] 

Efter )>e lagh ])an sal he dei, 16425 

))is sal povL vnderstand." 
2 Pilate forthoght J>aim hath to wrath, 

hot wald ]7am hald in hand, PooLt] 
To faa wilful wod he taght 16429 

pe lau67*d es al-weldand. 
IF pan was pat suet sacles fless 

don to mikel wrang, 16432 

First ))ai hand him til a tre 

and scurges him suang 
Era pe hefd vnto pe fote, 

Oueral pe blod vte- wrang. 16436 
Sifen J)ai crond him wit thorn, 

|)at thoru his hefd thrang, 
And bitaght ham at ])air will, 

])air sergantz for to hang. 16440 
% pe man-slaer, he barabas, 

es laisd o prisun. 
And vr laue7'd es ledd to sla 

wit-vten ani chesun. 16444 

For vte o prisun ha fai don 

pe thef and pe felun, 
And on pe rod |)ai ga to hing 

pe lauerd and pe barun ; 16448 
])ai and alle pe sede of him 

has godds malesun. 

COTTON 



IT Pilat stode vpon his fete 

Among that gederyng 

Pees he:sek)flo here now 

is delyucrd vp your* kyng 

^I here you sey ye wille hym do 

Sa rode tre to hyng 

do wey pilat vs they seid 

faHyp not to 4o suche thyng 

IF We haUe our* law sei<) they De»f wij 

that we in leve in lond 

after the law shi^e he die 

pus shalt pou vnderstond 

Pylat lothid hem to wreth 

he wold hem hold in hond 

To tho wilfuH wode he toke 

pe lord then alle wendond 

^ Then was that swete sakeles flesh 

done to muche wrong 

To a pillour* they hym bond 

and wit^ scoTges hym swong 

ifro the hed to the fote / 

ouer alle the blode out-sprong 

They Crownyd hym fo wit/i sharp 

that thorogh his hed throng [tliorne 

And bytoke hym at her wille 

to her sargeante^ to hong 

^ The manslear that berabas 

was take out of preson) 

And our* lord lad to sle 

wi'tA-outyn eny cheson) 

Out of* preson so they toke 

that thef the felon) 

And gon so then to hong on tre 

the kyng of heuyn croun) 

Wherefore they and her sede 

haue his maleson) 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



Ai9 THAT SWSET FLESH WRONGED ! THEY SCOURGED AKD CROWNED HIM 939 
iORNS. THET LOOSE THE THIEF, AND HANG THE LORD AND BARON ON ROOD 



t stud yp on his fete 

ward pat gret gedering, 16-116 

he said, " lo here to 3U 

lerd vp 3ur king. 

p sai 30 will him do 

Kie tre to hing." 16420 

ai pilate till vs/' said pal, 

is noght to do sli thing, 

,ue vr lau," said ])ai, 

we Hue in inland, 16424 

) laue )>an sal he dei, 
dil pu vnderstand." 
brthoght ])aim bath to wreth, 
aid paim hald in hand, 16428 
wilful wode he taght Deaf no, bk] 
uerd es all-weldand. 
'as ]7at suete sackeles flesse 

to mekil wrang, 16432 

li band him till a tre, 
wid skourges him suang 
heued to pe fote, 
all pe blod oute wrang. 16436 
>ai crouned him wid thorn, 
horn his heued thrang, 
taght ])aim at ]7air will, 
largant for to hang. 16440 

slaer, pat barabas, 
used of presun, 
' lauerd es ledd to sla 
ien ani chesun. 16444 

presun ])at haue ])ai tane 
lef and pe felun, 
I rode ])ai go to hing 
uerd and pe barun ; 16448 
. all pe sede of ]7aim 
^oddes malisun. 
oOttingen 



IF Pilate stode vp on his fete : 

among pat gederynge 

Pees he seide lo here now is : 

delyuered vp joure kynge 

I here 30U saye je wol him do : 

on rode tre to hinge 

Dowey pilate vs fei seide : 

falle]) not to do suche pinge 

IT we haue oure la we seide pel : 

pat we in lyue in londe 

Aftir pe lawe shal he de^e : 

piB shal ])ou vndirstonde 

Pilate lo]7ed hem to wra])]>e : 

he wolde hem holde in honde 

To J>o wilful wode he toke : 

pe lorde penne al weldonde 

IF peime was pat swete sakles flesshe : 

don to myche wronge 

To a piler ))ei him bonde : 

& vnp scourgis him swonge 

Fro pe heed to pe foot : 

ouer al J>e blood out spronge 

J>ei crowned him f o wij) sharpe f om : 

pat J^our^e his heed pronge 

And bitoke him at her wille : 

to her sergeauntis to honge 

IF pe monsleer pat barabas : [itirfioi] 

was take out of pnsoun 

And oure lord lad to sle : 

wi]70uten any chesoun 

Out of pnsoun so J>ei toke ; 

pe pef ]7at feloun 

And goon so penne to honge on tre : 

pe kyng of heuen croun 

perfoie J>ei & her sede : 

han his malisoun 

trinity 



940 THE JEWS DID ILL WHEN THET LEFT THE FINE GOLD AND CHOSE THE IJSAI 
JUDAS STOOD BY AND SAW HOW THEY DEALT WITH JESUS : THEN HE RUED HIS DEED 



IF And il chance ha pSLi ]>am made, 

fSLSL fals felun fede, 16452 

Quen ])ai pe fine gold for-soke, 

and to psm to ]>e lede. 
]}ai ches ))aiin-self dampnacion 

thoiu pair aun rede, 16456 

And broght ys til saluacion 

]}aim-self alle to \>q dede. 
IT ludas stode amang pe folk, 

for to be-hald and se 16460 

Ha vile pat pai wit him delt, 

and qnat scham he can dreL 
QueR )>at he saght pai was na soigne 

))at his lauerd ne sold dei, 16464 
]}an him reued of his res, 

and went himnself wreL 
V Qu6n pat he sagh his maister sua 

be-casten al to care, 16468 

TVit his perns forth he lepe 

he had resaueid are ; 
pan him reud his marchandis, 

aUas ! caitiue ful sare. 16472 

^ "Qwat yee er," he said, "a felun folk ! 

for yee can naman spar, f * ^^^JJ^i]**** 
Here i yeld yow yur mone, 

ges me a-gain mi war. 16476 

^ Ful wrather-hail to min bihoue 

haf i tan pis mone. 
For pe sacles blod of him, 

for rightwis man es he. 16480 

Alias ! he said pat euer i was 

til him made sua priue, 
pat ener pe time pat i was made 

ne had bi-sueld me. 16484 

Tas,'' he said, '' your penis here 

a felun folk er yee," 

COTTON 



IT An euyH chaunge made they 

that fals feloun) quede 

When they fyne gol<) forsoke 

and toke hem to pe lede 

They chese hem-self* dampnacion 

thorogh her oun) rede 

That was to ys savac/on 

and to hem-self* ded 

IF ludas stode among the folk* 

and beheld & sie 

how fondly they witA hym dalt 

and what shame he gon dry 

When he sie thei' was no bote 

but his lord shuld die 

Tho hym rewid of* his rese 

and went hym-self* to wry 

IT When he sie his master 

then suffer alle this care 

w^t7^ his pens forth he lepe 

that he had resceyuyd there 

Then hym rewid his marchauntyse 

alas caytyf* so bare 

he seid ye arh) felon) folk* 

for ye canne neuer spare 

hex* I yeld you your* mony 

yef* me ayen my ware 

IT Wrothirhele to me by-hove 

haue I take thi!^ mony 

flfor the sakeles blode off* hym 

betraied is by me 

Alas that euyr was I made 

to hym to prevy 

But wit7t the Erthe at my byrth 

that I ne had swolowid be 

Takyth he seid youi' pens here 

A Cursid folk be ye 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



IBD OUT WITH HIS MONET AND OFFERED IT BACK, ASKING THEM FOR HIS 94 1 
NDISE. " WOE UPON MB ! WHY DID NOT THE EARTH SWALLOW ME AT MY BIRTH." 



fchatmge haue pal ])alin made, 
ills, faa felun fode, 16452 

li |)e fine gold forsok, 
K>ke ])aiin to pe lede ; 
I ]}aim-8elf dampnaciun 
I ])air auen rede, 16456 

oght vs till saluaciuii, 
seluen to pe dede. 
stod emang pat folk, 
hald and sei 16460 

pai wid him delt, 
^uat schame he gan drei. 
e Ban pax was na soygne, 
lis laaerd sud dei, 16464 

Q reud of his res, 
went himself to wri. 
pat he sau his maister sua 
isten alle to care, 16468 

; penis forth he lepe 
le had rescaiued are ; 
a reud his marchandis, 
! caitiue ful of sare. 16472 
[le said, ''quat je er a felun folke, 
B can na man spare, 
3eild yx yui mone, 
{ me again mi ware. 16476 

rrather-haile to mine hihoue 
i tan piB mone, 
sackelcs blod of him, 
ight-wis man es he. 16480 

])at euer i was 
lim made sua priue, 
erd pe time ))at i was bom 
ad bisuelid me. 16484 

' he said, " ^ur penis here 
un folk er je," 

GdTTIXOEN 



IF An euel chauwge made ])ei : 

pat fals feloun quede 

whenne f ei fyn golde forsoke : 

& toke hem to pQ lede 

])ei chees hem self dampnacioun : 

J>our3e her owne rede 

pat was to vs saluaciouM : 

& to hem self dede 

IT ludas stood among J>o folk : 

& bihelde & seje 

How foulely fei wij) him dalt : 

& what shame he gon dreje 

Whenwe he say pere was no bote : 

but his lord shulde de3e 

))o him rewed of his rees : 

& went him self to wreje 

IT whenne he say his maistir ])en : 

suffre al pia care 

vrip his pens iorp he lep : 

pat he had receyued ]>are 

penne he rewed his marchaundis : 

alas caitif so bare 

He seide 30 are feloun folke : 

for 30 con neuer spare 

Here I 3elde 30U 30ure mone : 

3yueJ> me a3eyn my ware 

IF wro^hele to my bihoue : 

haue I take pw mone 

For pe sakles blood of him : 

bitrayed is bi me 

Alas ]}at euer was I made : 

to him so priue 

But wif pe erf e at my burfe : 

pat I nadde swolewed be 

Takep he seide 30ure pens here : 

a cursed folke be 3e 

TRINITY 



942 THET WILL NOT TAKE THE MONET ; JUDAS CASTS IT ON THE FLOOR AND FLEES. 
** THET WILL SLAT THE RIGHTEOUS, ALL THE WORLD WILL CRT TREASON ON ME." 



" Ha we noght J>ar-of to do," coth f ai, 

" ))ou sal J)i-self it se. 16488 

IT All for noght," coth ])ai, " iudas 

pi marchandis es made." 
He kest ])e penis on ])e flore, 

and son a-wai he glad. 16492 

" f ai will," he said, " pe rightwis sla 

wit-vten ani bade. 
And sal on me tresun spek 

oueral fis werld sa brade ; 16496 
IF I sal me-seluen on me wreck 

For ])is marchandis wrang. 
For fis rightwis ful wratherhail, 

tok i euer J)at fang." 16500 

A rape he gatt^ al prmeli, p or gait] 

fat he wist was Strang, 
And fast he fest abute his hals, 

])er-wit him-self he hang. 16504 
He brest in tua his buels all, 

vte at his wambe f ai wrang, 
pe sari saul vte pax he sent, 

wit in Jat sorful thrang. 16508 
Vte at his wambe fe saul it brast, 

at muth had it na wai, 
fat he kist wit crist muth, 

als ar yee herd me sai, 16512 

Quen he come als traitur ful fals 

His lauerd for to be-trai ; 
Sli dede neuer, als man sals, 

herd was for-wit fat dai. 16516 
Ded es caitiue iudas nu, 

fat traitt^r has to nam, 
Of his vgli marchandis [ooi. t] 

has all fis werld fe fame. 16520 
£[is knithes mai men call fa 

fair lauerd dos despite or scham, 

COTTON 



What is that to vs they 8ei() 

thy-selvyn f ou may se 

IT Alle for nought they sei() Iudas 

the barge[n y]e made 

He left the pens on the floi' 

and stale [*awey wif fis] 

They wille he seid the rightwis sley 

[witfouten gilt i-wis] ^Z^ifS^r^STi 

Alle this world shalle of* me sp[eke] 

[my tresoun is so mys] 

IT I shalle [my-seluen on me wreke] 

[alas fat me is wo] 

ffor [fis ri3twis fat shal de^e] 

[bi my tresoun so] 

A strong rope gat he previly [Uafisi,!*] 

and did hym fast to go 

He knyt it fast abowte his nek* 

and hyng hym-self* right f o 

He brast in ij® his boweHe^ alle 

feUyn adoune hym fro 

The sory soule that wey he sent 

wit^ weylyng alle in wo 

IF Out at his womb the soule brast 

at mowthe had it no wey 

ffor he kyssid Cryste* mowthe 

as ye herd me say 

When he come as traytoui^ fals 

his lord to be-tray 

So fals a dede was neuer herd 

by-foi' that ilk* day 

% Dede was caytyf* Iudas tho 

that traytoui' had to name 

Of* his Cursid Marchauntyse 

sprong alle f e world f e fame 

his knyghte^ men may calle tho 

that dothe her lord suche shame 

FAIRFAX {lAU1> 2iS,) 



HI OCT A BOPE AND HT7N0 HDfSELF ; HIS BODY B1TBST ; BIB SOUL WENT OUT 943 
DOVNWABDS, IT MIGHT NOT COMB OUT AT THE MOUTH WHICH HAD KISSED CHBI8T. 



" Han we noght farof to do," said f ai, 

'*yn sal |)i selnen se. 16488 

[A]ll for noght,'* said fai, " iudas 

]>e marchandis es made." 
He left ^e penis on ]>e flore, 

and sone awai lie glade. 16492 

" J>ai will," lie said, " \>e riglitwis sla 

widuten ani bade, 
And all sal nn of tresun speke, 

oner all ])is world sua brade ; 16496 
[I] Sill mi-selaen on me wreke, 

of ])is marchandis wrang, 
For pis rightwis ful wratherhale, 

toke euere i ))is fang." 16500 

A rape he gat him p7*eaili, 

fskt he wist was Strang, 
And fast he fest aboute his hals, 

him-self far-wid he hang. 16504 
He brast in tua his buelis alle, [iMf iii] 

vte at his wambe p&i wrang, 
]>e sari saul J^ar-vte he sent, 

widvten pBi sorful thrang. 16508 
[y]te at his wamb fe saule brast^ 

at muth had it na wai, 
p&t he wid kist cristes muth, 

als )e are herd me say, 16512 

Quen he come als a traitur fals 

his auen lau^ to be-trai ; 
Sli dede was neuer, als men sals, 

herd bifor fat dai 16516 

[D]ed es caitiue iudas nu, 

]7at traitur has to name. 
Of his ygli marchandis 

has all pia world pe fame. 16520 
His knightes mai men call all pa& 

}»air lau^ dos spite or schame, 

OOTTINGEN 



What is pat to vs J>ei seide : 

pi seluen pon maist se 

IT Al for nonjt )>ei seide Iudas : 

pQ bargan made hit is 

He laft pe pens on pe flore : 

& stale awey wip pis 

pei wol he seide pe rijtwis sle : 

wipouten gilt I wis 

Al pis world shal of me speke : 

my tresoun is so mys 

IF I shal my seluen on me wreke : 

Alas pat me is wo 

For pis ri3twis pat shal deje : 

bi my tresoun so 

A strong rope gat he pnuely : 

& dud him faste to go 

He knyt hit faste aboute his nek : 

& heng him self rijt po 

He brast in two his boweles alle : 

fellen adoun him fro 

pe sory soule pat wey he sent : 

wip weylyng al in wo 

IF Out at his wombe pe soule brast : 

at moup had hit no way 

For he cust cristis moup : 

as 3e herde me say 

Whence he coom as traitour fols : 

his lord to bitray 

So fals a dede was neuer herd : 

bifore pat ilke day 

IT Ded was caitif Iudas po : 

pat traitour had to name 

Of his cursed marchaundise : 

sprong al pe world pe fame 

His kny^tis men may calle po: [if los^iik] 

pat dop her lord suche shame 

TRINITY 



044 NOW JUDAS IS DEAD AND OIVBN OVER TO THE FIENDS IN HELL. THE OREEDT 
JEWS TOOK THE 30 PENCE AND BOUGHT THE POTTEB's PLACE TO BURT STRANGERS IN. 



To del als he for fair sends, 

and hell haf to ])air hame. 16524 
IT Nu es ho iudas ded wit scam, 

Als ye haf herd me tell, 
And to })e warlau al bi-taght 

J>at hurls herd in hell. 16528 

" Los ! here pris," he said, " pat i 

can for mi lauerd sell/' 
He kest ])aim dun apon pe grund, 

pe thritti penis par fell. 16532 

IT Bot pe luus, ])at wald all haue, 

pe mone forsok ]}ai noght, 
Wit pris o pat hali blod 

a potter place ]}ai boght. 16536 
To be don in pair corbanan, 

])ai said ])at it noght doght, 
Acheldemach ))ai cald pia feld, 

for it wit blod was boght, 16540 
For to delue in vncuth men 

))at to ])e cite soght. 
^ Ihesus crist, vr sauueur, 

es demed be dun on dau, 16544 
For to be hanged on a tre, 

Als ])an was theues lau. 
For suilk a tre ])am wanted all 

als written es in sau ; 16548 

])ai said ]7ai wald pe kinges tre 

vnto pat mister sau, 
For it was comun ])ai it suld 

vte pe temple drau. 16552 

IT f ai went Jaim to pe temple suith, 

in tua ])is tre ])ai scare, 
Als mikel als ]>ai sagh to ])aim, 

gainand an mani mar. 16556 

])ai fand it als neu and fress 

als it on stouen ware. 

COTTON 



die shuld! they for her seruyce 

andf haue in helle her blame 

^ Then was Iudas de<$ vritli shame 

as ye herd me telle 

And to the fendis sonne bytawght 

that hurlyth hym to heUe 

But when he had the mony cast 

among her fete so snelle 

Alle in wreth the iewis wer* 

XXX pens thei' felle 

IT But yet the covetous iewis 

that tresoui' forsoke nought 

With that same mony then 

a potters place they bought' 

To be done in tresoui' [> ms. brooghti 

they seid it not mowth 

Acheldamach they callid the feld 

for yt with blode was broght 

ffbr to bery ynne incouf e men 

that to that Cite sought 

IT Thus lesiis oui* sauyoui* 

was dampnyd to do of* daw 

To by hanggid on a tre 

as tho was thevis law 

But suche a tre hem wantid 

as ^vTetyn is in saw 

The kyngges tre thereto they seid 

they woUe of* tempiH draw 

[ 

. . , . no gap in the MS,] 
IT To the tempiH sone they come 
and kut pis tre in ij® 
As mekytt as hem nedid 
they toke 'with hem tho 
They fond yt good and esy 
to dele wtt/i also 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



JE8UB WAS NOW OONDSMNED : THBT WANTED A TREE, AND WOULD HAVE THE 945 
'* king's TREE." THET WENT TO THE TEMPLE AND OUT IT ; THE WOOD WAS SOUND. 



To dei als he for ]7air semis 

and hell haue to ])air hame. 16524 
[N]a es iudas dede wid schame, • 

als 30 herd me telle, 
And to pe warlou all bitaght 

])at hurles hard in hell. 16528 

" Lo 1 here Je preis," he said, " fat i 

gun for mi laaerd sell," 
He kest )>aim done apon ye grund, 

threti penis J^ar felL 16532 

[B]ot }e iuus, ]>at all wold haue, 

fe thresur forsok psi noght, 
wid pe pris of pai hali blode 

a potter place ])ai boght. 16536 
To be done in peai corbanan, 

pai said ]>at it ne doght, 
Acheldemack ])ai cald pe feild, 

for it wid blode was boght, 16540 
Forto delue in vncuth men 

pai to pai cite soght. 
[I]em« crista vr sauueur, 

was dampned to do of dan, 16544 
To be hanged on a tre, 

als ])an was thefis lau. 
Bot swilk a tre J^aim wantid alle 

als writen es in sau ; 16548 

yea said ])ai wold pe kinges tre 

vnto ])at mister sau. 
For it was comanded ]}ai it suld 

vte of pe temple drau. 16552 

[f ]an went ])ai to pe temple suith, 

in tua p\a tre ])ai schare, 
Als mekil als ])ai sau ]}at gained, 

fai tok paim and na mare. 16556 
}»ai fiEUid it als na and firess 

als it on stoidd ware. 

60 G^TTINQEN 



Be^e shulde ))ei for her seruyse : 

& haue in helle her blame 

IT penne was Iudas ded wi]> shome : 

as je herde me telle 

And to pe fend soone bitau3t : 

pat hvLTlep him in helle 

But whenne he hadde pe mone cast : 

among her feet so snelle 

Alle in wra]7|)e pe iewes were : 

pntty pens pere felle 

IT But jit pe couetouse iewes : 

pat tresour forsoke noujt 

wi]> ])at same mone penne : 

a potteres place ]>ei bou^t 

To be done in tresorie : 

])ei seide hit not moujt 

Acheldemach ])ei calde pe felde : 

for hit wi]> blood was broujt 

For to burye in vncoujje men : 

pat to pat cite soujt 

% pUB ihesu. oure saueour : 

was dampned to do of dawe 

To be honged on a tre : 

as ))o was J^eues lawe 

But suche a tre hem wantid : 

as writen is in sawo 

pe kyngis tre per to ))ei seide : 

f ei wolde of temple drawe 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,"] 

IF To pe temple soone J^ei coom : 

& cut p\& tre in two 

As muchel as hem neded : 

])ei toke wi]) hem ])0 

])ei fond hit good and esy : 

to dele wif also 

TRINITY 



946 BUT THOUGH THK TRKE COULD EASILT BE SHAFBD AND OUT THB MXBr OOULD 
KOT STUt IT A FOOT. 0AIAPHA8 SENT 800 MBN TO FBTOH IT, BUT IN VAIN. 



Al quat ]>ai v/ald pai-oi to scap, 

fand ]>ai na letting pBxe, 16560 
IT Wit-vten rott, wit-vten brest, 

it smeld selcut suete. 
For to mak pia werk per-of, 

wit-vten letting it lete. 16564 

Bpt for to ber it vte o J>e kirk Pj^JJ. 

)>ai fand it ful vn-mete, 
For pefea moght ]>ai for na might 

it stere a fote o strete. 16568 

IF Tua hundretb men sent caiphas 

to fote a-wai fsi tre, 
)>ai most opei heu it ]7are 

or for to lat it be. 16572 

ye rode ))ai scop ])an as ))ai wald, 

als we ))e taken se, 
cedre, cipres, and o pine, 

Als writen es on phi tre. 16576 
IT Apon \>e hefd o ))is rode, 

ouer-thwart was don a brede, 
pai war pe letters written in 

o mani man war redd. 16580 

Quen it was wrogbt ]}ai moght all 

it ster vte o ])e sted, 
Til ur lauerd iesus crist 

was far-to self ledd. 16584 

IT Quen he come to ])at suete tre 

til him ])aa feluns said, 
" Tak it up," coth fai, " pou seis 

hu it es to Je graid." 16588 

He luted dun and kist it sun, 

and at ])e first braid, 
Wit-vten ani help o man 

apon his bak it laid. 16592 

IT In-to fe tun forth he it bare, 

be-for pat cursed lede. 

COTTON 



What they wol() thef-of* shape 

ihere-to it was fiiH thro 

% Wit^utyn rotyng or eny euylle 

hit savourid wonder swete 

ffor to make this werk* thei'-of* 

wtt^-outyn let hit lete 

Byforn) to bei' yt out of* chiiche 

they fond it fulle vn-mete 

PFor] they myght for no thyng 

yt ster' oon fote in strete 

[IT Two] hundirc) men sent Cayphas 

to fette awey that tre 

\}ei] musty[n] euyr hew yt there 

or els let yt be PSS-^KS'iSSg'S] 

[pe rode pei shop]e as hem lyst 

as we the tokyn se 

[Of cidre cipres & pa]lme 

as wretyn is of* tho iy* 

[IT On pe heed of pat rode : 

to] set abrede was [bede 

And per vpon lettres writen : 

of mony men to rede 

Whenne hit was done J)ei alle ne myjt 

stir pe cros of pat] stede 

Bytwene hem our* lord Cryst [Utf ist] 

was theder hym-self* le<J 

When he come to that swete tre 

pe iewis to hym seid 

Take it vp poxx seist wele 

it is for the purveide 

he lowtid doune and kyssid it sone 

and at pe first breide 

Wtt^utyn eny help of* man 

on his bak* he it leid 

IT Thorogh the toune he it bai* 

byfoi' that cursid lede 

FAIRFAX (laud M8.) 



A BOABDy INSCRIBED, WAS NAILED AOROSS THE HEAI^ OF IT. WHEN FINISHEDj 947 
JESUS WAS BBOUGHT, AND IT LEAFED ON TO HIS BACK WITHOUT HELP. 



AH quat ]Md wald ^ar-of to schape, 

fand ^ai na letting J^are, 16560 
[wjidvten rotte, widvten brest, 

it smelde selcuth suete, 
Forto make fia werk J^arof, 

widvten letting it lete. 16564 

Bote forto bere vte of fe kirc 

ya. fand it ful vnmete, 
For fejm might ]7ai for na thing, 

it stir a fote of strete. 16568 

[T]aa honndreth men sent cayphas 

to fett a-wai ]}at tre, 
^ai most fan oner heu it ^ar 

or forto late it be. 16572 

ye rode ]>ai schop ]>an als pai wald, 

als we ])e taken se, 
Of cedre, cypres, and of pine, 

als writen es of paim thre. 16576 
[A]pon ye heued hei on ye rode, 

oner ysr was done a brid, 
yai war ye lettris written in 

of mani a man war red. 16580 

^Quen it was wroght }>ai all ne moght 

stir it vte of ye stede, p i«af in, baek] 
Bitoix and yat nr lauerd cnst 

was yeddr him-seluen ledd. 16584 
[Q]uen he come to yai saete tre 

ye felunes to him said, 
" Take it vp," fai said, " yn seis 

hu it es to ]>e graid." 16588 

He lutede dune and kist it sone, 

and at ye first braid, 
Widvten ani help of man 

vpon his bac it laid. 16592 

[Tjnto ye tune forth he it bare, 

bifor yai cursed lede. 

G^iTTINGEN 



what yei wolde yerof shape : 

yerto hit was fill yro 

IT Wifouten rotyng or any euel : 

hit sauered wondir swete 

For to make yia werke yerof: 

wi]7outen let hit lete 

Biforen to bere hit out of chirche : 

yei fond hit ful vnmete 

For yei mj^t for no ying : 

hit stire a foot of strete 

IT Two hundride men sent cayphas : 

to fet awey pat tre 

))ei mosten ou^r hewe hit ]>er& : 

or elles lete hit be 

pe rode yei shope as hem lust : 

as we ye tokene se 

Of cidre cipres & palme : 

as writen is of yo yre 

IT On ye heed of yat rode : 

to set abrede was bede 

And yer vpon lettres writen : 

of mony men to rede 

Whenne hit was done yei alle ne my^t 

stir ye cros of yat stede 

Bitwene & oure lord crist. 

was yidcT him self lede 

IT whenne he coom to yai swete tre : 

ye iewes to him seide 

Take hit vp yon seest wel : 

Hit iato ye purueide 

He louted doun Ss kust hit sone : 

& at ye furst breide 

Wipouten any helpe of mon : 

on his bak he hit leide 

IT povLT^e ye toun he hit bare : 

bifore yat cursed lede 

TRINITY 



948 THET MET A MAN AND MADE HIM HELP TO OABBT THE 0BO8S, WHIOH WAS 4} BLLB 
LONG AND i AN ELL BROAD. THET BET IT ON OALVART, AND CROWDS CAME TO SEE. 



]>ai mete a bisen man i-wiss, 

him ))ai can to nede, 16596 

At tak pe tan end o pe tre 

to ga ))e "better spede. 
Half feirth of eln was J>e length, 

And oJ>er half pe brede, 16600 

And ])an to mont o caluari 

all far-wit fai yede. 
Apon fe mont of caluarie 

fai sett fis rode tre, 16604 

Mani man folud o fe tun, 

and mani o fe contre, 
fat sum for god and sum for ill, 

him come all for to se ; 16608 

Mani far grett and mani logh, 

o fat grett assemble, 
f e riche men bi-scomd him, [ooL s] 

and did al fat fai moght 16612 
Hu fai moght do him most despite, 

on ilk side fai soght. 
A crun apon his heued fai sett 

scarpe^ tre fai wroght, ^^npeii'jfa] 
fat in a hundret stedes, i-wiss, 16617 

f e rede blod vte broght. 
IT fai clede him wit a mantel rede, 

tok of his aun wedo, 16620 

And sif en in his hand he sett 

a mikel staf o rede ; 
And wit him fai plaid sitisott, 

and badd fat suld rede 16624 

Quilk o f aim him gaf f e dint ; 

sare aght f am for him dred. 
IT fare fai aght fam for to scon, 

fe folk fat far was fell, 16628 

f e scam fai on fair lauerd soght, 

ful tor it war to tell ! 

COTTON 



They met a bysen man tho 

an() hym thei did nede 

To take the tone en() off* that tre 

to go the better spede 

iiij ellyn and an half* the lengths 

& of er half ellen the brede 

IT To the mount of Calvery 

there-wit^ so they yede 

ypon that mount sone anon) 

they set this rode tre 

Many folowyd of* that toun) 

& many ot* that centre 

Som for good and som for euifi 

comen hym to se 

Many wepe and many lowhyn 

of* that grete semble 

IF Eiche men scomyd hym 

in alle that they moug&t 

how they might do most dispyte 

on eche side they sought 

A Croune on his hed they set 

of sharp tre y-wrought 

That in an C stedis y-wys 

the blode out it brought 

IT They clad hym in a manteH rede 

toke of his oun) wede 

And sethyn in his bond they set 

a mekytt grete rede 

And to hym pleidyn abobet 

and bad hym sey in dede 

Which of hem yaf" the stroke 

sore might hym drede 

IT Sore they ought hym drede 

the folk* that were so sneli 

The dissease^ that they hym did 

sore y t were to telle [* ms. ditMOMe] 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



ALL THAT COULD BE WAS DONE TO SCORN JESUS; HE BLED FROM THORNS; 949 
THET PUT ON HIM ROBES, AND PAID HIM MOCK HOMAGE. 



}>ai met a bisen man i-wis, 

him ysi gun ^ai nede, 16596 

At take pe tane end of )»e tre 

to ga better spede. 
Half feird ellen was ^e lenth, 

and oyer half ye brede, 16600 

And ^n to the mount of caluari 

all ])ar-wid Jud ^ode. 
[A]pon ye mont oliuete 

}>ai sett yis rode tre, 16604 

Mani man folad of ya.i tun, 

and mani of y&t centre, 
Sum for gode and sum for ill, 

all come him forto se ; 16608 

Mani ^r grete and mani pax logh, 

of ^at gret semble. 
[])]e riche men yai skomed him, 

and did all pBt pu moght 16612 
Hu ])ai him might do mast dispite, 

on ilk-a side paA soght. 
A crane apon his heued ^ai sett 

of scharp tre was wroght, 16616 
^at in a hundred stedes, i-wiss, 

ye red blod vte broght. 
[]>]ai cled him in a mantil rede, 

toke of his auen wede, 16620 

And eiyen in his hand pai sett 

a mekil staf of rede ; 
And wid him plaid sittisott, 

and bad ^at he stdd rede 16624 
Quilk of ]>aim him gaue pe dint ; 

sare agh ])ai for him drede. 
Sare ^ agh ^im drede, 

pe folk ^at war sua felle, 16628 
ye schame ^ai on vr lauerd SQght, 

fed store it war to telle ! 
oOttingen 



pel met abisen mon ]}o : 
& him ]>ei duden nede 
To take pat on ende of pat tre : 
to go pe better spede 
Foure eUen Ss an half pe leng))e : 
& oper half ellen pe brede 
To pe mouTit of caluory : 
perwip so pel 3ede 

IT Ypon pat mount soone anoon : [inosi 
])ei set pia rode tre 
Mony folowed of pat tou» : 
& mony of pat cuntre 
Somme for gode & somme for euel : 
comen him to se 
Mony wept & mony lowen : 
of pat greet semble 
IT Qic^G iQ6n scorned him : 
in al pat pel mou^t 
How ])ei my^te do moost despit : 
on Yche side )>ei sou3t 
A croun on his heed ^i sett : 
of sharpe tre I wrou^t 
pat in an hundride studes I wis : 
pe blood out hit broujt 
IT ])ei clad him in a mantel reed : 
toke of his owne wede 
And si^n in his honde pei sett : 
a muchel greet rede 
And to him pleiden a bobet : 
& bad him say in dede 
Whiche of hem jaf pe stroke : 
sore au3te him drede 
IT Sore pei au^te him drede : 
\)e folke pat were so snelle 
pe disese pat ]>ei him dud : 
strong hit were to telle 

trinity 



950 THBSB HSLIrHOUKDB SPIT ON JB8US, XND BUFFBTBD HIX. HUGH FOLK 
OATHSBBD BOUND, WSBPINO AND WBINOING THSIB HANDS FOB GBIBF AND PITT. 



^ai did him sitt als he war king, 

on knes be-for him fell, 16632 

" Alhail YT king/' Builk was pe hething, 

ysl draae him pan emelL 
yai spitted on his luueli face, 

ysA disciplis of hell, 16636 

ytl hailaed him be-for, bi-hind, 

buffet ]Md gaf him snelL 
f Grett it was ]>at folk to see, 

^t gadred to pat thrang, 16640 
Tong and aid, man and wijf, 

pel weped and handes wrang. 
" Tee foles mistruand folk," ^ai said, 

'' qui will yee algat hang 16644 
ye man pat neuer plight has don 1 

mikel ha yee don wrang/' 
f Als pai quained ie^u puB, 

wimmen o ^at cite, 16648 

lem^ tumd him abute 

and ^us to J^aim said he ; 
" Wimmen, wimmen, dos a-wai ! 

wepe yee noght for me, 16652 

Bot on yur childer and on yow-self, 

for yeit ]?e dai sal be 
pe baiaigne blisced sal man call ; 

for soth pia sal men se. 16656 

*ir Blisced sal men hald paii wamb 

pat neiwr bames bare, t> ^® n**"^' 
^e papp pat neuer suken was, 

for in pat time o care 16660 

pe felles sal ))ai bidd on ]7am fall, 

sua hidd wald ))ai ])ai ware. 
Qtien Builk in grene tre es wroght^ 

in dri sal mikel mare." 16664 



They made hym syt as her kyng 

on kneis by-fore hym felle 

Alle haile ooi' kyng in scorn) thei seid 

thei did no-thyng welle 

They spyttyn in his lonely face 

tho hounded alle of helle 

Many a buffet of* hem he bar' 

mo than I can telle 

IT Grete was that folk* to se 

that gedirrid on that throng 

Tong and old man and wyff 

wepe and bonder wrong 

Te foule myslevyng folk* they aeid 

wille ye alle-gate hong 

The manne that neuyr synne did 

as is on you along 

IT As they rewid lesus pus 

women of* that Cite 

lesus tumyd hym abowte 

and pus to hem seid he 

Women do wey then he seid 

wepe ye not for me 

But on your* childryn and youi'-self 

for yet pe day shalbe 

The barayne blessid shalle men calle 

forsothe pia shalle men se 

^ Blessid shalle men hold the womb 

pat neuyr child bai* 

the pappis that thei' wei' sokyn) 

for in that tyme of cai' 

*The hillis shalle they byd ouyr-falleYB 

hid fayne that thei ware [> leaf iu» bMk] 

When this in grene tre is done 

in drie shalle muche mare 



COTTON 



FAIBFAX (laud 2IS,) 



JS8UB TURNED AND SAID, '^WOMEN, WEEP NOT FOB ME, BUT FOB TOUH CHILDREN 951 
AND TOUBSELVES; THE DAT SHALL BE WHEN TE SHALL BID THE HILLS FALL ON TOU." 



]}ai did him sitt als lie war king, 

on kneis bifor him felle, 16632 

'' All haile tt king/' suilk was be 
J«idrauehimJ,ai«emelL[tething, 

y^i spitted on his luaeli flEu^e, 

i)a disciplis of hell, 16636 

^ai hailced him bifor, bihinde, 

fax gaue him buffetes snell. 
[G]rett it was pat folk to se, 

^t gedrid to )»at thrang, 16640 
3ong and aide, man and wi^ 

^ai wep and handes wrang. 
** )e fole mistrouand folk,'' ^ai said, 

'' qni will ^e algat hang 16644 

fe man pat neuer plight has done? 

mekil hane ^e ])e wiang." 
[A]ls ^ai quaned iesus }ms, 

wommen of ))at cite, 16648 

lesits tnmed him abute 

and ^us to paim said he ; 
" Wimmen, wimmen, do wai ! 

ne wepe ^e noght for me, 16652 
Bot on 301 childer and 3iLr-self, 

for jeit pe dai mon se 
fe baraine blisced sal men calle j 

for soth pis sal men se. 16656 

' [BJHsced sal men hald J^air wamb 

^t nener bames bare, p imi iiq 

pe pappe ])at nener snken was, 

for in pBi time of care 16660 

pe fellis sail pel bidd on pam. fall, 

sua hid wald ])ai ])ai ware. 
Quen suilk in grene tre es wroght, 

in dri sal mekil mare." 16664 



)>ei made him sitte as her kyng : 

on knees to-fore him felle 

Alheil oure kyng in scome ])ei seide : 

dude ))ei no ping welle 

])ei spitten on his lonely face : 

]}o houndes alle of helle 

Mony buffet of hem he bare : 

moo ^en I con telle 

IT Greet was pai folke to so : 

pat gedered to pat ]}ronge 

3onge & olde mon & wif : 

wepte & hondes wronge 

30 foule mis-leuyng folk ^ei seide : 

wol 36 al gate honge 

pe mon pat nener synne did : 

al is on 30U longe 

IF As ])ei rewed ihesus ^us : 

wymmen of ]>at cite 

Ihesus turned him aboute : 

& pna to hem seide he 

Wymmen dowey penne he seide : 

wepe 30 not for me 

But on 30ure childre & 30ure self : 

for 3itt pe day shal be 

^e bareyn blessed shal men calle : 

for8o))e piB shul men se 

IF Blessed shul men holde J>e wombe : 

pat nener childe bare 

^e pappes pat nener were soken : 

for in pB.t tyme of care 

pe hilles shul ])ei bidde ou6r falle ts : 

hud fayn pat f ei ware 

whenne pia in grene tre is don : 

in dri3e shal myche mare 



06TTIN<}BN 



TEINITt 



952 THE SOLDIERS UNCLAD JESUS AND NAILED RIV TO THE CBOSS^ THET HUNG A 
THIEF ON EITHSB SIDE, AS MUCH AS TO SAY, " THIS IS THE MASTER THIBF." 



[The Crucifixion and BuriaL] 



IT ^e knightes fat war wit liim sent, 

iesvL ^an ^ai vncled, 
And ledd him ])an to ^e rode tre, 

and ^ar-on ^ai him spred, 16668 
^are he gaf his suete flesche 

for ur ranscun in wedd. 
lesus haf merci of us, 

^at sua sare for us bledd ! 16672 
IT ^ai nail him apon fat tre 

on mont caluari, 
And a theif on ai^er side 

^ai hinged ^ar him hi, 16676 

fat fai suld all vnderstand 

fat yede J>e wai for-bi, 
O fir tua theifs als qua sai, 

" fair maister theif am L" 16680 
f e chesun of his dede f ai wrate 

a-bouen his hed in hi ; 
IT Abouen his hefd, als i yow tell, 

a bord was festen plate, 16684 

f ar-on was fe titel writen, 

thoru f e rede o sir pilate 
'' Ihesus nazaren, o luus 

king," far-on fai wrate, 16688 

Of hebru, gru, and latine, 

al for to scend his state. 
IF To-quils faa godds wyf erwins 

him naild to fe tre, 16692 

For f aim fat did him al fat scam, 

his praier f us mad he, 
" Fader," he said, " for-giue f ou f aim 

fat fai do gains me, 16696 

For quat fai do fai er sa blind, 

f e soth fai can noght se." 

COTTON 



IT Tho knyghte^ that by hym satte 

they lesvL sone vncle<) 

And leid hym on the rode tre 

thei'-on they hym spred 

There he yaf* his blessid body 

for oui' raufisom in wed 

lera haue mercy on vs 

that so soi' for vs bled 

IT To that tre they nailid hym 

tho on mount calvery 

With a thef" on eythir side 

then they hong hym by 

That alle shuld ynderstond 

that yede that wey ny 

Of thise ij** thevis as who seith 

the mast^ thef* am I 

The cawse of his deth they wroght 

abovyn his hed on by 

IT Abovyn his hed as I you telle 

a horde was made fast 

There-on was the tytle wretyn) 

by rede of* pilate* cast 

lesus nazarene iewis kyng 

this was yt first and last 

By Ebrew grew and laten 

thise wordc* tho they pas 

IT While thise Cursid bounder 

hym nailid to the tre 

ffor hem that diddyn hym shame 

hi* praier made he 

flfader he seid for-yef* hem 

that they done to me 

flfor what they do they be so blynd 

hem-self« cannot se 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



THBT WBOTB HIS TITLE ON A BOARD ABOVE HIS HEAD IN HEBREW, GREEK, 953 
AND LATIN. WHILE GOD*S ENEMIES NAILED HIM TO THE TREE HE PRATED FOR THEM. 



[The Crucifixion and Burial,] 



[]>]e knightes ^at war wid him sett, 

yai iesa sone un-clede, 
And ledd him to ^at rode tre, 

and ])ar-on ysii him sprede, 16668 
^ar he gaue his suete flesse 

for VT lansun in wede. 
le^u fvL haue merci on vs, 

^t sua sare for vs blede ! 16672 
[}i]ai nailed him opon fat tre, 

on ye mont caluare, 
And a thef on e]>er side 

ysi hinged ])ar him hi, 16676 

^t ysi all sold ynderstand 

3ode ^t wai bi, 
Of ])ir tua theues, als qua sai, 

" fair maistir thef am I." 1 6680 
fe chesun of his dede fai wrat 

abonen his heued on hij ; 
[AJbouen his heued, als i 3U tell, 

a bord was festind plat, 16684 

far-on it was fe titel writen, 

thoru rede of sir pilat. 
** leaua nazarene, of iuus king," 

far apon he wrat, 16688 

Of ebru, gru, and latine, 

for to schind his state. 
[T]o quilis f ai goddes wiferwines 

him nailed to fe tre, 16692 

For faim fat did him all fat schame, 

his praier f us made he, 
" Fadir," he said, " forgiue fu faim 

fat fai do gaines me, 16696 

For quat fai do, fai er sua blind, 

fai can noght seluen se." 
gOttinobn 



IT po kny3tis fat bi him sat : 

fei ihe^u soone vncledde 

And leide him on fe rode tre : 

f eron fei him spredde 

fere he jaf his blessed body : 

for oure raunsoum in wedde 

Ihe^ haue mercy on vs : 

fat &o sore for vs bledde 

IT To fat tre fei nailed him fo : 

on mount caluory 

Wif a f eof on eif er sid 

f eime fei heng him by 

fat alle shulde vndirstonde : 

fat 3ede fat wey ny 

Of f ese two f cues as who so seif : 

fe maistir f ef am I 

f e cause of his def fei wroot : 

%bouen his heed on hy 

^f Abouen his heed as I 30U telle : 

a bord was made fast [^ iMf los, iMck] 

peroTme was f e titel writen : 

bi reede of pilates cast 

Jheaua nazarene iewes kyng : 

f is was hit furst & last 

Bi Ebreu. gru. & latyn : 

f ese wordes f fei past 

IT whil f ese cursede houndes : 

him nailed to f e tre 

For hem fat duden him shome : 

his preyere made he 

Fadir he seide foi^yue hem : 

fat fei don to me 

For what fei do fei be so blynde : 

hem self con not se 

TRINITY 



954 TH08B WHO WALKED BT^ JBW AND SARAOSKy HOCKED JBSU8, BIDDnrO RIH SAVE 
HIMSELF IF HE WERE 0HRI8T. I OANKOT TELL THE TENTH PAST OF THEIB SPITE. 



IT A-bute his kirtel drou ))ai cutt, 

qua said it bere a-wai, 16700 

Til him ])ai mikel hething draf 

^at walcand went ^at wai. 
** Aba ! pOM struier o ]>e temple, CooL q 

er J)ou nu far," cotb Jai, 16704 
** ])oa said ])at ])oa suld cast it don 

and ras it fe tbrid daL 
Hele ])ou was wont o]>er men, 

])i-6elf bele if fou maL" 16708 

IT ])as^ o])er said, '* if be be crist, 

als be did men to tru, [> ms. Rm] 
He do bim-self dun o ]>e rode 

and all we sal bim bu." 16712 

Mikel betbing ])ai of bim mad, 

batb sarzin and lu, 
pe teind part o fair despitt, 

i mai nogbt tell to yow ! 16716 
IT pe tbeif pat biside bim bang, 

f ai fan bim can yp-braid, 
" f on sauue nu batb f i-self and us 

if fou be crist," be said. 16720 

f e tof er tbeif bim gaf ansuer, 

and blamed bim a-braid, 
f on dredes littel godd," be said, 

** fat fis pine es on-laid. 16724 
IT Littel dredes f ou drigbtin, 

or ogbt bis mikel might ; 
f e dome fat giuen es nu on us, 

we thole it all wit right, 16728 
And fis man wat we wel fat he 

es all wit-vten plight. 
Haf merci, lauerd ! on me qiien f ou bes 

in fi rike sa bright ! " 16732 

And bim be gaf ful suete ansuer, 

" for-soth to f e i bight, 

COTTON 



IT Abowte bis kyrtyfl drow they Cutte 

who sbuld it bei' away 

To hym mekyH scome they made 

and also grete afiray 

baile f ou tempiH cast* douii) 

to bym gan they say 

And reysar yp as f ou seidist 

wtt^ynne the third day 

Otbir bast f ou belid oft 

bele tby-self* if f ou may 

IT Som seid if f ou be Crist 

as f ou bast seid or now 

Gome doune tby-self* of* the rode 

& aH woUe we f e bow 

Muche scome they bym bed 

that was for our* prow 

The tenthe part may no man telle 

sotbely to sey to you 

IT Off* tho thevis that by bym bong 

the tone bym yaf vmbraide 

Save f ou tby-self* and vs 

if* f ou be Ciyst be seid 

The todir thefe gan bym blame 

with fts answerc pus pwrveid 

be seid f ou dredist lytitt god 

that this pyne is on leide 

IT lytiti dredist f ou god 

or his mekyH might 

The dome that is yovyn to ys 

we baue yt with right 

weU-outyn cawse is this man) 

to the deth now dight 

baue mercy lord be seid on me 

when f ou comyst to thy light 

IT le^ yaf* to that thef* 

this answers of* price 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 



ONB OF THB THISVIB BBGAN TO UPBRAID HDf, BUT THE OTHER THIEF BLAMED 955 
THIS ONB, 8ATIN0, THET HAVB DB8BRVED THEIR DOOM. HE ASKS HSRCT OF OHRIST. 



[A]bate his cirtil drou ])ai cutt, 

qua suld it bere a-wai, 16700 

Till him fai mekil heping made 

^t walked bi ])at wai. 
" Haile ! J)U struyer of temple, 

art fn nu ^are/' said ^ai, 16704 
" And said f&t fvL suld cast it dune, 

and raisid fe thrid daL 
Haile o)>er men was pu ofte wont, 

l^i-self hele if ])U maL'' 1 6708 

[))]as o^r said, " if he be crist, 

als he did men to trou. 
He do him-self doune of ]>e rode, 

and all we sal him bu." 16712 

Mekil hewing ))ai of him made, 

bath sarazin and In, 
Te teind part of ))air despiitt, 

i mai noght tell to 3a ! 16716 

[0]f theifis ^at biside him hang, 

pe tane him gane ypbraid, 
" fu sauue nu bath ^self and vs 

if ]m be crist,'' he said. 16720 

pe to)>er theif him gaf ansuer, 

and blamed him a braid. 
And said, " pu dredes litil godd, 

pBi ])is paine es on laid. 16724 

[L]ittil dredis fn drightin, 

or his mekil might, 
pe dome ^t es nu giuen on vs, 

we haue it all wid right ; 16728 
And pia man, wat we wele pat he 

es all widvten pUght. 
Haue merci lauerd ! on me quen ))u bes 

in ]7i rike sua bright ! '* 16732 

'Till him he gaue ful suete ansuer, 

" forsoth to ]>e i hight, p iMf 111^ taok] 
oOmNaEN 



IT Aboute his curtel drowse ])ei cut : 

who shulde hit bere away 

To him muchel scome ])ei made : 

& also greet affray 

Heil ])ou temple caster doun : 

to him gon ])ei say 

And reiser yp as ^ou seidest 

wi]) inne ^e ))ridde day 

opere hastou heled ofte : 

hele ^i self if ^ou may 

IT Somme seide if ^ou be crist : 

as ])ou hast seide ar now 

Com doun ^i self of pe rode : 

& alle wol pe bow 

Muchel scome pel him bed : 

pat was for oure prow 

))er ten^e part may no mon telle : 

soj^ely to seye to 30W 

IT Of ))o ]>eues pat bi him honge : 

^e ton him ^af vmbreide 

Saue now ])i self & vs : 

if ^ou be cr/st he seide 

]?e toper ])eof gon him blame : 

vrip pis vnswere ])us purueide 

He seide ^ou dredest litil god : 

pat pia pyne is on leyde 

IT litil dredestou god : 

or his mychel my3t 

pe doom pai is jyuen to vs : 

we haue hit wij) rijt 

Wi])outen cause is ])is mon : 

to pe de]) now di^t 

Haue mercy lord he seide on me : 

whenne pou comest to p\ b'jt' 

IT Ihesu jaf to ])at ])eof : 

J)is vnswere of pris 

TRINITY 



956 JBBUS BATS THAT DISMAS SHALL BE IN PARADISE WITH imi TO-inOHT, GBSMAS 
IS OUBSBD. IT WAS NOW 9 A.M., THE LIGHT GREW DIM, NONE STATED NSAB, 



^at ])ou sal be in paradis 

wit me fis ilk night." 16736 

])is theif ])at liang on his rightband, 

dismas to name he hight, 
Gesmas hight ^at to])er theif, 

fat was all maledight. 16740 

Bi ])ia was vndren on ])e dai, 

fat mirckend al ^e light, 
IT ])is apostlis war fledd him fra, 

durst naman wit him bide, 16744 
Bot an, his moder and sent lohn, 

fat duelled ai bi his side. 
Foluand him in wele and wa, 

fat soght fat soruful tide, 16748 
' Be-side fe eros stode his mod[er] ^^ 
^at was ful ful of woo. 
And fe marie maudlayn. 
And cleophe als soo. 16752 

Als he hanged on fe tre 
His moder ^ere he seghe, 
And san lohn fe euuangUst, 
fat stode his moder neghe. 
"Womman," he saide, "loo fer J)i son I *' 
And ^en he saide to lohn 
" lohn loo fer J)i moder ! 
Ful careful is hir mone/' 
Als for his moder lohn hir keped. 
And in his ward hir toke, 16762 

For our louerd loued him most, i 
Os we rede in boke. 
We fynd not fat our leuedi 
J)of aH hir hert wore sore, 4 

Spake no word bot maked doile, 
Thort no womman more. 
Hir care passed a& other pine, 
Comforthe wald scho non, s 

COTTON 



To-day ^ou shalt be wttA me 

he seid in paradice 

This thefe that on his right side hyng 

dismas he hight fe wyse 

Gesmas hight the tothir 

the fend hym made nyse 

IT By this was ynder of the day ciMfifts] 

the light by-gon to hide 

his appostils wend flowyn hym fro 

durst non) with hym abide 

But his moder and sejnt lohn 

tho duellid by his side 

They sewid hym in wele andl wo 

& sie that sorowfuH tide 

ffrom then yt darkyd tille fe mone 

oner att fe worlcl wide 

IT his modir and the mawdeleyn) 

and fe mary cliophe 16752 

And lohn his dei' cosyn 

stode by the rode tre 

lesus sie his moder wepe 

of hir he had pite 16756 

Moder John shalbe thy sonne 

fro now in-stede of* me 

And she thy moder my cozyn) 

loke hir wele seid he 16760 

ffiro then he oui^ lady left 

in his kepyng to be 

IT By this was the day so gon) 

that comyn was to none 16764 

lesus wold the prophesie 

to end wele were don) 

Then he seid me thryste^ soi' 

a swayne start forth sone 16768 

And bed hym galle and ayzeH to drynck* 

wary hym sonne & mone 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 
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BZOEFT HABT AXD JOHN. TTLL NOON IT WAS DARK. THE THREE MARIES NOW 957 
STOOD near; JESUS GAVE HIS MOTHER INTO JOHN'S KEEPING; HE THIRSTED SORB. 



fat ^u sal be in paradis 

wid me fis ilke night" 16736 

fia thef y&t hang on his right hand, 

dismas to name he hight, 
Gesmas hight fe iofer thef, 

^t was all maledight 16740 

Bi ^is was vndrin of fe dai, 

^an mirkind all ^e light, 
[H]is apostlis was fled him fra, 

doist na man wid him bide, 16744 
Bot ane, his modir and saint iohn, 

|>at duelled bi his side. 
Foluand him in wele and wa, 

^ai sau fat sorfol tide, 16748 

Fra fem was mirknes ai to none, 

oner all fia world wide. 
[H]i8 modir and mari magdalene, 

and mari cleophe, 16752 

And iohn his dere cosin, 

stode bi pQ rode tre. 
lesiu fan sau his modir wepe, 

of hir he had gret pete, 16756 

" Modir, iohn sal be ])i sun 

fra nu, instede of me. 
And ])i modir, mi dere cosin, 

fvL loke hir hir," said he, 16760 
Fra ])an he his leuedi lagh[t] 

in his ward for to be. 
[B]i fia it was fe dai sua gane, 

}»at comen was to none, 16764 

Testis wald wele fe prophecis 

war all til ending done. 
fan he said, " me threstes sare," 

a suain stirt forth alsone, 16768 
And bedd him bitter gall to drinc, 

bath weri him sun and mone ! ^{J 
gOttinoen 



To day ))ou shalt be wi]) me 
he seide in paradis 
^is feoi fat on his ri3t side heng : 
dismas he het fe wis 
Gesmas het fe ofere : 
^e fend him made nys 
IT Bi f'lB was yndren of fe day : 
fe li^t bigan to hyde 
His apostUs were flowen him fro : 
durst noon wi]) him abide 
But his modir & seynt Ion : 
^0 dwelled bi his syde 
])ei sewed him in wele & wo : 
& say fat sorweful tyde 
Fro ^enne hit derked til fe mone : 
ouer al the world wide 
IT His modir & fe maudeleyn : 
& marie cleophe 
And Ion his dere cosyn : 
stood bi fe rode tre 
Jhesus say his modir wepe : 
of hir he had pite 
Modir Ion shal be ])i son : 
fro now in stude of me 
And she ])i modir my cosyn : 
loke hir wel seide he 
Fro fenne he oure lady lafte : 
his kepyng to be 

IT Bi fia was fe day so goon : PMfKMj 
fat comen was to none 
Ihestts wolde fe prophecie : 
to ende wele were done 
fenne he seide me ])irstes sore : 
a swayn stert for)) soone 
And bed him galle & eysel to drynke : 
warye him sonne & mone 

trinity 



958 THE JEWS QAVB HIM A BITTER DBINK, BUT HE TASTED IT KOT. THE BUN AND 
MOON QBBW DABK, BT WHICH MEN IN OTHER LANDS LEARNT 0HBI8T. JESUS DIED. 



pe sweid of soiow was at hir hert, 

Ala sajde san symeon. 

V ])en spake our lord fol pitus-ly. 

And saide, "me thristes sore," 16767 

Yinegre & gaH ])e jews blend 18 

And to his month put ))or«y 

He tast it wtt^ tonge, 

Bot ])«r-of toke he noght, 16 

Alas ! ieau to iJi ])i woo, 

Slik drink ))ai ])e broght ; 

When he it feled he wald not drtnk 

Bot sayd ])iB word ful soyn, so 

])at aH herd pat stode be syde, 

" Til end fis dede is doyn." 

])en wex ^e day dym & m^rke, 

])at men mo3t se no Hght, 24 

Thoru-out all fe werd Coot i] 

Os it wore merke night. 

Fro yndra ynto none it last, 

fe son wex blak & bloo, 28 

Agayns kynd hit mi3t not schine. 

And the moyne als-soo. 

Litel wondre me think it was, 

paf ^ai mi^t not schine, 82 

When f e lord of son & moyne 

Tholed in erth slik pyne. 

fe son wttAdrogh his light. 

And non til erthe it sent, 86 

Apon hom to schine 

pat his lord so schent. 

IF Mony grete clerkez pat were 

Far in other land, 40 

Seghen ^e son fare soo 

And koud not vnderstand. 

For of onr lord no^t ^ai knew, 43 

Bot thoru clergy ^ai soght, [nptonntooL] 

COTTON 



fat wikked men here on erth 

GodiB son to ded hade broght ; 

And vnderstode of mans kynd 

pat he hade flesche & bone. 48 

Som of ])aim toke cristendam, 

Ban dynis he was one^ 

He wond ^at time in atens. 

And godisson knew he noght 88 

Bot be pure clergy, 

piB word com in his thoght. 

He saide pat god tholed 

Ded in mannes kynd, 66 

Or vn-kyndly pe werld is tot/med, 

pe3 word was lang in mynd. 

IT About pe neghent cure of pe day, 

Our lord loude gon cry, 60 

And saide, " £loy £loy, lamazabatani," 

1 J)at was to say " my god, my god, 

Whi has J)ou forsaken me ; " P *^.^**' 

For pe grete thraws of ded, 64 

These ilk wordez said he. 

pe lews when ^ai herd ])is, 

^ai saide, '' he calles hely, 

Lett YU8 se whether heU com 68 

To liucr him in hy." 

Softly spake our lord pen, 

For ded was neje comand, 

" Fader," he saide, " I here betake 72 

My saul into ^i hand." 

Bight OS he saide pat word 

To-geder fell his eghen. 

And boghed doun his heued, 6 

^e gast pen was geen. 

When him was bed pat bitter diynk 

Of ayseU & of ga», 16780 

pai blissed saul he gaf for yub, ^^^ff^ 

COTTON 



NOW WOin>JEBS HAPFKNSDy DBAD XSN BOSB^ ALL THINGS BUT MAN OBEBVSD. NO 959 
PLAOB ON SABTH BUT HIQH IN AIBy WHAT A GRUEL DEATH 1 BOHS JEWS WEBB MOVED. 



His hede dotm lete he fail:. si 

fe son wez merke, ])e erth quoke, 

fe stons clef aJs-soo, 

Dede men risen out of ^ graue, S4 

ye temple yayl clef in twoo. 

Syn ])e ertha mijt not thole pi ded, 

Als we in boke rede, 

Tvl hidouslj pen con it qnake, 88 

When fou deed for drede. 

Tres ne stons tholed it noght, 

Por ^n brast pel als-soo, 

pe clothe pai in pe temple was, 99 

In middes it clef in twoo. 

Throgh stones in sunder brast. 

And ded bodyes gon rise, 

Loke ilk a creature for his ded 96 

Made doyl on per wise. 

Alas ! man, whore is ])i hert, 

How may ))ou here pia 1 

Bot if ])ou quake for care, lOO 

Greta doyl of pe it is. 

I Al creatures for his ded 

made doil & pite, [eoL i] 

And povL pat he deed fore 104 

cannot sonie be. 

IT A prophet spekez of our lord 

OS we fynd it writen 

A word of grete doyl, 108 

OS ^ese clerkez witen, 

pe fox has his den 

and ilk foghel is nest. 

And man son has nothing 119 

apon his hed to rest ; 

For til our lord in erth 

so mikel was not leued, 115 

Whar on pat he mijt t«p to Mit «a.1 

COTTON 



rest on is wery heued. 117 

Him was not geue so mikel plas, 

War-on he mijt dee fayre, 

Ne a torf of herd erth 120 

but deed he3e in |)e air^ 

His sely lyms mi3t he not rest. 

To put hom to ne fro 

For non of pom mi3t other helpe, 124 

How mi3t he haf more woo 1 

His armes wore so streyned oute, 

His bend nayled so fast 

^at he mi3t not in aU his woo, 128 

Yntil his hede hom cast, 

Ne he mi3t not here vp his hede. 

Ne nawhar it doun lay, 

Bot 08 it til his scholder fett ; 132 

Ful woo was him pat day ! 

Hou mi3t euer ani man 

More cruel ded see. 

Bitter Strang & pore als so, 136 

Ie«u loued ^ou bee. 

No wonder J)of pe son wore merk, 

And pe moyne als-so. 

Trees & hard stones, 140 

And clothes brast in two. 

^e lews pai him sloghe. 

When ^ai sa3e ^is cas, 

Som of J)am sayd " for-sothe 144 

))at he godis son was." 

Mony pat stode & sa3e 

J)oo mervels doyn in dede, 

Tomed & wore baptized. 

For ])ai hade of him drede. 140 



COTTON 
[1—1 Th«M UnM in th« MS. tn writttn in 9 long and 2 short linM.] 



960 JESUS ONLY TASTED THE BITTER DRINK; HE YIELDED HIS SPIRIT TO THE FATHER 
AND DIED. THE DAT BBOAME DARK, THE EARTH QUAKED, THE TEMPLE BROKE IN TWO. 

IT To that hjtter drynt hym bodyn 

he bed his mowthe ther-tille 

he tastid it but nought he dionk* 

hit was 80 wonder ille 

Alle for ble<) as he might 

he spak* thise worded stille 

To the fader I yeld my gost 

now haue I done thy wille 

IT After hym was bodyn this bytter 

of eyzdi & of gaUe [drynlc 

his blessid soule he yaf for vs 

the hed douu) lete he falle 

The day was derker then the night 

ye erthe quoke wttA-alle 

The stonys brast the temple clefe 

in \j* bothe rofe & walle 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the ilfS.] 
IT So Grysly the erthe quoke 
that gravis it vndid 
Dyverce bod^s rose to lyf 
in erthe by-foi* were hid 
And comyn to touxi) among meii) 
and thei* wei* knowyn & kyd 
Many iewis by-gon to drede 
for wondirs fo bytid 
|)en com word to sir pUat D«»f w, od. i] IF The word come to Sir pilat 
Of Jam fat wore fere stad, 16804 thei* as he was stad 
Of all thingez fat by-fell, Of* tho thynggee that then by-felle 

"NVharfor he wex radd. whei'-foi' he was vnglad 

COTTON PAIRFAX {lAVD US,) 



LORD, WHO HOLDBST THE WORLD IN HAND AS A BALL, PITT MEN ON DOOMSDAY ! 961 
MANY BOSB TO LIPB AND GAME INTO TOWN. MEN WERE AFRAID AT THESE MARVELS. 

[J)]at bitter drinc Jat he him gaf, V To J)at bittwr drynke him boden : 

he bedd his muth far till, 16772 He bed his rnonp fer tille 

He tasted it, hot noght he dianc, He tasted hit but not he dronk : 

for it was selcuth ilL hit was so wondir ille 

For ]>e mekil blod he bled Al for bled as he my3t : 

als he moght, spac he stiU, 16776 he spak ^e wordis stille 

** To ]^ fieulir 3eilde i mi gast, To ]>e fadir I ^elde my goost : 

nu haue i done ])i wilL" now haue I don ^i wille 

[QJuen him was bedd f&i bitter drinc IT Aftir him was boden piB hiiiur 

of aisel and of gall, 1 6780 of eisel & of galle [drynke : 

y&i bliBced saole he ^eild for vs, His blessed soule he 3alde for vs : 

his heued dune lett he fftlL fe heed donn lete he falle 

]ye dai wex mirk ])an fe night, ])e day wex derker ^n pe nyjt : 

]^ erd it choke wide all, 16784 fe etpe quook vnf alle 

^e stanes brast, ])e temple clef pe stones brast pe temple cleef : 

in tu, bath rofe and walL in two hope roof & walle 

[L]aaerd ! ))at all ^is world in hand [ 

has lokin als a balle, 16788 

^a rea on care of cristen men 

^t can bot on pe call ; 

Kameli on ^at dreri dai, 

quen ^u ^aim deme sail, 16792 

]m lat )Mdm noght ])at ])u sua boght 

bicum ]>e feindes thrall. , ... no gap in the MS,"] 

[S]ua fersli J>e erd quock IT So grisly J>e erfe quoke : 

]>e grauis it vndid, 16796 pat graues hit vndid 

)»at man! man ras to ])e l^f Dyuerse bodies ros to lif : 

in erd was forwid hidd. in er])e bifore were hid 

And come to tune emang ))a men, And coomen to toun amonge men : 

to ]>air freindes ))aim kidd ; 16800 & ))ere were knowen & kid 

)mui bigan mani a man to drede Mony iewes bigon to drede : 

for farlis fat bitidd. for wondris J)0 bitid 

[f]e word it come to sir pilate IT fe word coom to sir pilate : 

to Jradm )Mit war on stadd, 16804 per^ as he was stad 

Of all-kin thinges fat bifell, Of po tifingis fat f enne bifel : 

quarfor he wex ful radd, wherfore he was vnglad 

61 OOTTINGBN TRINITY 



962 PILATE WAS ALABHED AND SENT FOR THE JEWS, WHO SAID THEY HAD OPTEN 
BEEN SUCH THINGS. JOSEPH OF ABIMATHEA BEGGED OUB LOBD*S BODY OF PILATE. 



Withrouten mete & drink fat day 

In sorouyng was he sadd ; 16808 

Aft^ ))e maist^r lews he send, 

])ai com as he ^am bad, 

** Haf je J^am sene, what say je me 

Of thingez fat are doyne 1 " 16812 

" Oft sithes haf we sene/' ])ai saide, 

" J)e clipes in son & moyne." 16814 

^ir )>en was fe la^e if ani man i 

At paschez to ded wore broght, 

Hit schold be take doun away, 

And for |>e fest lef noght. 4 

An old knight fat loued our lord, 

losephe of abaramathy, 

Vnto pilat hertly went 

And asked his body. 8 

Pilat him granted his askynge, 

Agayn euen he jode, 

Nicodemti^ he toke 'with him, 

To take him doun of ^e rode. is 

Pilat send & told fe lews 

He hade geen his body, 

And bad fat foi snld loke 

fat he wore ded for-thy. le 

fe lews 3ode by-fore 

Vnto fe theues twoo. 

And broken bothe fer thees 

Or fai parted hom &oo. 20 

Of oure lord brake J)ai no lym, 

For he was ded by-fore, 

Bot calden a blynd knight 

To wirk after fer lore, 24 

Wtt^ a spere in hand 

And til his hert hit sett, 

fer-vnth he thirled h[i8] hert, [ooi. «] 

Bothe blode & wate?* oute lett. 28 

COTTON 



Wtt^-outyn mete or drynk* that day 

in sorow he was bylad 

After the master iewis he sent 

they comyn as he hym bad 

IT Haue ye thise wondirs sene he seid 

that now to-day is don) 

Oft haue we seyne the clyppe^ seide they 

bo])e of Sonne & mone 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,^ 

fforth come Joseph of Aramathy 

and askyd of pilat a bone 

lefiu body to bury tho 

he hym graontid sone 

IT Moche wondird pilat 

his dethe so sone to se 

The iewis for theii' muche fest 

that on ])e morn) shuld be 

Seidyn no body shuld be left 

hongyng on no tre 

Dothe hym doune as you thenckyth 

pilat seid paide be we [besf 

The ij** they fond somdele in lyf" 

of* eythir they brak* the thie 

IT When that they to lera come ^JJ^f* 

they fond hym dede as stone 

flfor they wyst him fully dede 

of hym brak* they no bone 

But blynde longezie wttA a spei' 

that a knyght was oon) 

The iewis made^ hym thorogh his side 

to putte it sone anon) 

A-yenst his wille he it did 

therefoi' he made mone 

IF Blode and water out of his side 

muche tho fer ranne 

FAIBFAX {laud US.) 



[* iewis made 
repeattd m MS.] 



P Do«t not corretpond with other MSS.] 



THB JBWS BRAKB THE THIGHS OF THE TWO THIEYES, BUT JESUS WAS ALREADY 963 
DEAD ; TET THET HADE LONQEUS, THE BLIND 80LDIEB, PIERCE HIM WITH A SPEAR. 



€t 



U 



widyten mete and drinc f&t dai 

in sora was he stadd ; 16808 

Eftir ^e maistir inns lie sent, n«^iu] 

])ai come als he ^aim badd, 

[H]ane ^e nu sene, quat sai ^e me 

of thinges >at er done V 16812 

Oft siths haue we sene," said J)ai, 

*' esclepis of sun and mone." 
A rightwis man was in ])at lede 

als Jwur was fanden quone, 16816 
loseph of arimathi he hight, 

till heuen ^an gan he hone. 
Of iems bodi all for to beri 

he askid pilate his bone, 16820 
And pilate had selcuth ))at he had 

giuen j^e gast sua sone. 
\Ji]e iuns for ]>e mekil fest, 

])at on ^ mom suld be, 16824 

yel said ))at bodi suld be nane 

left hangand on fe tre. 
" Fellis ))aim done als 30 best thinck, 

for paid i am," said he, 16828 

fe tua yai fand sumdel in lijf, 

of e))er ])ai brae ^ thie. 
[B]ot qnen pal ])ai till iesus come, 

pel fand him dede as stone, 16832 
For pel wist ))at he was dede, 

of him pel brae no bone. 
Bot longens pe blind, wid a spere 

(of knightes was he one) 16836 
Thorn his side vnrekenli 

apon his herte it rane ; 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

[B]lod and watir vte of his side ran, 
selcuth mekil wane, 16842 

OOTTINaEN 



Wifouten mete or dnnke pat day : 

in sorwe he was bi-lad 

Aftir pe maistir iewes he sent : 

])ei coomen as he hem bad 

IT Haue 30 ])ese wondns seen he seide : 

pat now to day are done 

Ofte haue we seyfL pe clippis seide ])ei : 

bo])e of Sonne & mone 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

For]) coom loseph of Aramathi : 

& asked of pilate abone 

Ihe«u body to bury J)0 : 

he him graunted soone 

IF Muche wondride pilate : 

his dee^ so soone to se 

Jpe iewes for pe mychel feest : 

pat on pe mom shulde be 

Seiden no bodi shulde be laft : 

hongynge on no tre 

Do]) hem doun as 30U ])inkest best : 

pilate seide paide be we 

\>e two pe\ fonde sumdel in lif : 

of eiper ])ei brake pe pe 

IT whenne pat ^oi to ihera coom : 

))ei fond him deed as stone 

For J)ei wist him fully deed : 

of him brake ^ei no bone 

But blynde longeus wij) a spere : 

pat a kny3t was one 

]>e iewes made him J^ourje his side : 

to put hit sone anone 

A3ein his wille he hid dude : 

perioie he made mone 

IT Blood & watir out of his syde : 

muchel ])o pere ran 

TRINITY 



964 THB BLOOD RAN DOWN, IT RESTORED LONGEUS TO SIGHT. AH ! JESUS, THOU 
OAVEST EVERT DROP OF THT BLOOD FOR US, BT A VILE DEATH IN A VILE PLACE. 



By ^e spere til his hand 

Ban doun of hi^ blode, 

He wipped is egen ^er-wiihe 

And sijt lie hade ful gode. 

" Mercj/* he cried, " cure lord ! " 

And gart crtsten him I-wis, 

Sithen for his luf was slayn 

And a gode martar is. 

))en ini3t ^ai in swete iemi 

More blode fynd none, 

Bot ])at sely drope fat was 

COTTON 



In his hert allone. 40 

])at blode wald }»ai not lef 

So hade ysii tan fer rede, 
82 To cleue his hert with spere 

To loke if he wore dede. 44 

IT A ! ie^ mikel was ]>e luf 

fat fou kyd vs fore, 
88 )»at wald clene fat we wore boght 

])at no defaute wore. 48 

With J)e lest drope of J)i blode. 

fou moght vs all haf boght, 

COTTON 



[No gap in MS,] Of* that^ blode ranne to his hondl 

sone his sight he wan [sms.uuui] 16844 
Seint lohn it sie anci fus seid 
his wytnes is that man 
he was of Crystee firenship grete 
and was nye hym ])an) 
^ir loseph, ^at his &eind was lei, IT Joseph tho his trew frenci 

was of arimathi, P^ «S^i-f,|^^^^^ was of Aramathie 
He granted neuer wit wil ne were, He graontid neuer in wille ne werk* 

to ^air gret felanni, 16852 to her felony 

He and nichodeme als-sua, He and nycodeme also 

ak telles vs fe storL as telly]) this story 

Wit leue o pilate to fe rode With pylatee leve to the rode 

fai went Jam priueli, 16856 went hem preuyly 

fai sorfollest of all fsa faand, There they fond the sorowfullest 

sent iohn and mari. both lohn and mary 

IF fe rode it was wit leif and bare [ 

16860 

16864 .... no gajp in the MSJ] 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



florist ful selcuthli, 
Fra fe middai to complin, 

fat mani thoght gret ferli ; 
Bot ])of fe luns ])at it sagh 

thoght selcut noght for-])i, 

COTTON 



JOSEPH OF ARIUATHRA AND NIOODEHUS WENT AND FOUND JOHN AND VABT 965 
AT THE GROSS, WHIOH BLOSSOMED FROM 12 O'CLOGK TILL 7 P.M. 



And Jou gaf vs ilk-a drope, , 
fat fete leued ri^t iioght. 
])e lews mijt do no more to pe 
Of vilany & woo, 
pen be-twix theues ])e hang^, 
And in vile stede ols-soo ; 
For on fe hil of caluarie 
When thenes taken wow. 
If y^t ^ai wore dampned 
fsa wore lianged pore, 
Apon arode os ^ou was, 

COTTON 



For more vile ded was none 
6S. Jen was on fe rode by-fore. 
. pat ]>ou deed fer apon. 64 

^pe dome was wrang, pe stede was vil, 
Bot noble was pe tre, P u«f w, b«ck, 
66 }>at povL was on to ded broght ; 

Loued mot ])ou be. 68 

When pe lews wist pe sothe 
pat he waa ded pete, 
60 His body bode be taken doun, 

For pe iest, os I saide ere. 72 

COTTON 



And of ])at blod ran till hijs ei Of pai blood ran to his bond : 

he gate his sight on-cuie. 16844 his si3te soone he wan 

He pai sau it puB he said, Seynt Ion hit say & pus seide : 

his wittnes es, saint iahne, his witenes is pat man 

For Jat man of his freinschip. He was of cristis frenshepe greet : 

was sua ner was bi him ane. 16848 & was nyje him Jan 

loseph, fat his freind was lele, IT Joseph Jo his trewe frond : 

was of arimathie, was of aramathie 

Ne grantted nener wid will ne werk. He graunted neuer in wille nor werk : 

to Jaire gret felune, 16852 to her felonye 

He and sir nicodeme alsua, He & nichodeme also : pmf io4,bMk] 

als tellis vs Jis storie. as tellej Jis storye 

wid leue of pilate to pe rode wij leue of pilate to Je rode : 

fai went Jaim pnueli, 16856 went hem pnueHe 

Jar sorfolest of all Jai fant, Jere Jei fonde Je sorwefulest : 

saint iohn and man. boje Ion & marie 

[J]e rode it was wid lieif and brae [ 

florist wele selcuthli, 16860 

Fra Je middai to Je complene 

Jat mani toght farli ; 

Bot Jogh Je iuus Jat it sau 

thoght selcuth ne for-Ji, 16864 , .... no gap in tJie M8.] 

GOTTINGEN TRINITY 



966 JOSEPH AND NIOODEICUS TOOK DOWIT THB BODT, WEAPT IT IK WIKBINO 
OLOTH AND BIOH OIKTMENT, AND BUBIBD IT IN A GABDBN NBA& THB TOWN. 

NoiJ^er ]>ai gaf man, ne tok [ 

emsample gode ])ar-bi j * • . . • 

Bot on fe mom o fat grening, '. . 

])e tie als ar was dri. 16868 no gap in the MS!] 

IT Vte fai drou J)aa nails tlire, IT Out they drow the naylis i\j* 

And tok his bodi don, and toke his body doun) 

Wit winding clath and riche smerl, Wyth wyndyng-clothe of sendeH riche 

his billing mad ]>ai bun. 16872 made his burying boun) 

[ Wythoynement^^ the body enbawmyd 

. • • no gap in the MS,"] riche of* grete renouh) 

A stan he til him-self had wroght, In a tombe to hym-eelf wrought 

loseph, ]^at godd barun, 16876 Joseph ))at riche baroun) 

fai delued him, Jat derworth, There-ynne they leide hymderworthely 

in a yerd be ^e tun. in a yard be-side ])e toun) 

IF ])e muming ^at his moder mad IT The monyng that his mod«r made 

mai naman rede in run. 16880 might no man telle ne rede 

Son o ])is was ti])and tald Sone was his burying cowthe 

vnto ])aa luus felun, to that fals lede 

^ai com to pilate and ))us-gat They come to pilat and ^us seid 

|)ai did him to resun. 16884 as they wold wede 

" Sir/* Jai said, " nu we hus dred Sir of* treson) now 

men sal us do tresun, ow we most to drede 

IT Sir," fai said, " he, yond traitur, IT Sir they seid of this traytoui* 

yond letter of vr lai, 16888 lettar of" oui* lay 

Vs meins quils he was in lyf [ooi. «] Ys menys whan he was alyfe 

])at we herd him sai, some we herd say 

])at he suld haf might and strength That heshuldhaue might and strengthe 

to rise fe thrid dai ; 16892 to ryse J)e iij* day 

For-J)i es skil fir dais thre And for that skylle lette wacche hym 

yeming on him yee lai. iy' dais we you pray 

IF If his disciplis cum bi night If yff* his dissipils come be nyght 

to stel him son a-wai, 16896 to stele hym vs fro 

And sais til all, he risen es, and seid to o\er he is resyn) 

far bes an iuel plai ; it wold kynditt muche wo 

fan sal rise mar fan be-fom Alle oui* law in short while 

errur of vr faL" 16900 might be for-done so 

COTTON FAIRFAX {lAUD MS.) 



TBE JEWS SOON HEARD OF THIS, AND ASKED PILATE TO LET THEM WATCH 967 

THREE DATS, FOB THEY FEARED THE DISCIPLES MIQHT PLAY THEM A TRICK. 

"Noufer ]>ai gaae man, ne ]>ai toke [ 

ensampel god ]>ar-bi ; 

Bot on }>e mom of ]>at grening, 

)^e tre als ar was dri. 16868 no gap in tJie M8,] 

[Y]te ]>ai drou fe nailes thre, IF Out fei drou^e fo nailes )we : 

and toke his bodi dune, & toke his body doun 

wid winding clath and riche smerel, wi]> wyndyng cloo]> of sendel riche : 

hiis bir\jng made pal bune. 16872 made his buriynge boun 

[ vrif oynementiB }>e body enbaumed : 

. . . no gap in the MS,"] riche of greet renoun 

A stane he til him-self had wroght. In a toumbe to hxm self wroujt : 

ioseph, \dX god barune, 16876 loseph \ai riche baroun 

fai delued him Jare derworthli, f erynne f ei leide him derwor])ely : 

in a jard bisides \q tune. in a jard bi syde ]>e toun 

[J)]e muming ]>at his mo]>ar made IF ]>e moumyng ^ai his modir made : 

mai na man rede in rune. 16880 mijt no mon telle ny rede 

Sone of \\a was ti]>and tald Soone was his birying cou]> : 

to ]>aa iuus felune, to \ai fals lede 

l^i come to piLate and ]>us-gat ]>%i coom to pilat & ]>us seide : 

)>ai did him resune. 16884 as \ei wolde wede 

" Sir," f ai said, " nu will vs drede Sir of tresoun now : 

men sal vs do tresune, ow we moost to drede 

Sir," J)ai said, " he, yon traitur, IT Sir J>ei seide of J>is traitour : 

yon letter of vr lai, 16888 letter of oure lay 

Ts menis quiHs he was in line cifiis^bk] Ys meues whil he was in lif : 

)^at we herde sum say, somme we herde say 

]>at hesuld haue bath might and strenth ]>a\> he shulde haue my3te & streng]>e ; 

to rise ]>e thred day ; 16892 to rise ])e }^ridde day 

Yoi'\i es skill }^at dales thre And for \ai skil let wacche him : 

jeming on him we lay. J>re dayes we 30U pray 

[I]f his desciplis cum bi night IT If his disciples com bi ny^t : 

to stele him }^an away, 16896 to stele him ts fro 

And saiB till all he resen es. And seiden to o\erQ he is risen : 

])ar bes ane iuel play ; hit kyndeled muchel wo 

))an sal rise mare ])an bi-fom Al oure lawe in short while : 

eucr again ur lay." 16900 mi3t be fordone so 

OOTTINOEN TRINITY 



968 PILATB OAVB THB JEWS LEAVE; THE CHIEF PRIEST CLOSED THE MONITlfENT 
WITH A HUGH STONE, SEALED IT, AND SET ARMED MEN TO WATCH. 



" Gas," coth pilate, ** and dos him kepe 

pe best wis yee mai." 16902 

H yQ prince o preistes o ])air lagh. 

went to ])at monnnient, 
And sperd it wit a mikel stan, 

to turn i-nogh had tuent. 16906 
)»ai did paAi seles {^ar-apon, 

ar Jwd f efen went, 
Armed knightes ]>ar }^ai left 

]>at to ]>e tumb sold tent ; 16910 
Bot quen peA iesus ras to lijf 

^aa caitefs war bot scent 
IF Joseph wald haf awai ]>e rode, 

fe luus it him for-bedd, 16914 
)»at ilk night }^ai feld it did 

awai for to be ledd ; 
Wit f e theifs croices tnin, 

quen al war gan to bedd, 16918 
And grofe ])aim thre for crtsten men, 

wit-in a priue sted. 
For-])i ])ai bar ])e malescun 

of him pai ])aron bled. 16922 

IT Nu is fe croice grauen vnder greit, 

and iesua vnder stan. 
And hinges all hope of hali kirc 

in maria mild allan. 16926 

Ai til iesus pe thrid dai 

had fughten gain sathan. 
And werid him on his aim bit, 

als hund es on a ban, 16930 

IT And als fe fisch right wit Je bait 

apon pQ hok es tan, 
For ])of he sagh him man als man, 

his godd-hed sagh he nan. 16934 
'To quils his flesche lai vnder greit, 

his gast til hell es gan, V leaf m, ooL i] 

COTTON 



pylat seid on youi* best wyse 

to kepe hym sone ye go 

IT The prynce* of" preste^ of" }» law 

went to ]>at monvment 

And made yt sykyr as hem thought 

while they wei* present 

They set her sells ther*-vpon 

er they then went 

Armyd knyghte^ thei' they left 

to pat tombe to tent 

But whan he rose to lyf 

tho caytifs ai' but shent 

IT Joseph wold haue had the rode 

Je lewis it hym for-bede 

Tho self* nyght they yt did 

awey to be led 

wtt^ tho thevis crossis to 

when men wei* in bed 

They beried hem fro Crystyn men 

in a preuy stede 

There-foi' they had the maleson) 

of hym fat per-on bled 

IT Now is the cros vnder erthe 

& lesus vnder stone 

and alle the feith in holy chirche 

left in mary alone 

lesus had foughtyn wtt^ satan Qaaf im] 

fro belle was comyn & goon) 

And worthid hym on his oune 

vile as hound is on a bone 

IT As fishe with bayte was he takyn) 

& on the hoke brought 

ffor he sie hym lyke to man 

his godhede saw he nought 

while his flesh lay vnder stone 

his gost to helle sought 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



THE JEWS SEORETLT BURIED THE THREE GROSSES. KOW ALL HOPES OF HOLT 969 
OHUBGH HANO ON MART, FOR JESUS IS FIOHTINO SATAN TILL THE THIRD DAT. 



" Gas," said pilate, " and dos him kepe 

]ye best wise ]>at ^e may." 16902 
[pJQ prins of ]>e preistes of }>e lau 

went to fat monument, 
And spend it wid a mekil stane, 

to tume enogh had tuent. 16906 
yel did }^air selis ])a]>apon, 

are ]>at ]»ai ^]>en went, 
Armed knightes ]>ar ]>ai left 

fat to fe tumb suld tent ; 16910 
Bot quen ]>at he ras to Hue 

}^ai caitiues war bot schent. 
[Ijoseph wald haue a-wai fe rode, 

fe iuus it him forbedd, 16914 

fai ilke night ]>aim-8elf it did 

a-way for to be ledd ; 
wid fQ theifs croices tuin, 

quen all war gane to bedd, 16918 
And groue ]>aim thre for cristen men, 

widin a preue stedd. 
For^i fai bar fe maHscon 

of him fat ]>aron bledd. 16922 
[N]u es fQ crois grauen vnder grete, 

and iesus Tuder stane, 
And hinges all hope of hali kirc 

in man mild allane. 16926 

Ay till issue fe thrid dai 

had fughten again sathane, 
And werid him in his auen bitt, 

als hund es on a bane, 16930 

[A]nd als J^ fiss wid a baite 

apon ])e hoke es tane, 
For if he sau him man als man, 

his goddhed sau he noght. 16934 
ToH^uilis his fless lay ynder grete, 

his gast till hell es gane, 
gOttinoen 



Pilate seide on ^oure best wise : 
to kepe him soone je go 
IT fe princes of prestis of fe lawe : 
went to fat monument 
And made hit sikur as hem jyoujt 
wlul fei were pr^ent 
)»ei sett her seles fer yp on : 
ar ]>ei fennea went 
Armed kny^tis fere ]>ei laft : 
to fat toumbe to tent 
But whenne he ros to lyue : 
)k) caitifs were but shent 
IT Joseph wolde haue had fe rode : ^ 
fe iewes hit him forbed 
fat selue ny3t ]>ei hit dud : 
Awey for to be led 
WiJ> J>o fenea croises two : 
whenTte men were in bed 
))ei buried hem fro cristen men 
in a priuey sted 
))6rfore ^i hadde fe mahsoun : 
of him fat feroime bled 
IT Now is fe crois vndir erje : 
& ihestu vndir stone 
And al fe fei]) of holy chirche : 
lafb in mary allone 
Jhema had fou^ten vnf sathan : 
fro helle was comen & gone 
And wor)^ him on his owne wile : 
as hounde is on a bone 
IT As fisshe wi]) bait was he taken : 
& on fe hok brou3t 
For he say him lik to mon : 
his godhede say he nou^t 
Whil his flesshe lay vndir stoon : 
his goost to helle sou3t 

trinitt 



970 MANKnn) was icabb thrall through a tree, and now was fresd through 

ONB. ALTi the PAINS OF THE WORLD WERE SMALL TO THE LEAST OF OHRIST'b > 

fat wit fe might of his godd-hed^ And wiih the mig&t off* his godhede 

he ras him-self o-nan. 16938 he roa that vs ha<) bought 

Thoru a tie, sum jee haf herd, IT Thorogti a tie as ye haue heicl 

was al mankind mad thiaU, was man-kynd made thialle 

And thora p\a hali rode tie. And thorogh the holy lode tre 

]>an war we firehed alL 16942 fredom come vs alle 

Again }at apell adam ete Ayen the AppiH adam ete 

was gin ie^ pe gall, was yef* le^u the galle 

Alle fQ pines o pis werld Alle the paynys of* this worlcl 

to tell ])ai war ful small, 16946 to his ner bat smalle 

Ogains leist of his to drei, [ 

if i ne lei yow sail ; no gap in the AfS.] 

IF For he fat newer sin did, , IF he that nexxer synne did 

yr sinnes aU he bar, 16950 ooi' synnys alle he bai' 

And yili for us was ledd, dispytoosly for vs wo lad 

als i haf tald yow ar. bu£fetid & betyn sai' 

For ur sakes pat we haf don ffor our* sake he suffird pua 

he sufiferd al ]>e sar, 16954 mnche sorow & cai' 

Koght lime of his licam lym nor lyf of his 

he sufferd noght to spar ; for vs wold he spai' 

And sif en his lyf for us he gaf, [ 

quat moght he ])an do mar. 16958 no gap in the M3J] 

IF He pat nexxer did vilani, IF he that nevir synne did 

ne neuer pB,T-to thoght, ne so moche as it th[ought] 

Vr sinnes and vr wickednes Oui* synnys and oui* wrecchidnes 

Ful dere on him he boght; 16962 dei' he hem bought 

Sa wel he luued us at na thing So welle he louyd vs that no thyng 

of him-self ne roght, of* hym-eelf* he rought 

And all the wrak on him he tok, Alle the wrake on hym he toke 

pat o}^er men had wroght. 16966 that o]>^* men had wroght 

IF All pe thinges o f is werld [ 

cuth noght tell pe teind, 

Ne all pe hertes cuth noght thine 

hu he til us was heind. 16970 

Es nan pat he ne aght sare to reu 

pe soru suilk a freind, no gap in the MS,] 

COTTON FAIRFAX {lAUD MS,) 



HE SUFFERED FOR OUR SINS, HE SPARED NOT A LIMB OF HIS BODT ; HE LOVED 971 
tJS SO, THAT HE TOOK OUR WRATH ON HIM. NONE OAN THINK HOW GOOD HE WAS I 

^t wid ])e might of his goddhed, And wi^ ]>e my^t of his godhede : 

he ras him-self on-ane. 16938 he ros ]>at vs had hou3t 

[T]hora a tre, als ^e haue herd, IF {^oiu^e a tre as 3e haue herd : 

was all man-kind mad thrall, was mankynde made ])ralle 

And throra his hali rode tre. And {^ourje ]>e holy rode tre : 

fan war we firelsed alL 16942 fredom coom ys alle 

Again pat appil adam ete Ajeyn pe appel pat adam eet : Deaf iob] 

was giuen iesus pe gall, was jyue ihe^u pe galle 

All pe pinis of }^is world 16945 Alle pQ peynes of pia world : 

to tell }^aim ])ai war ful small, to his nere pel hut smalle 

Again pe lest of his to drei, [ 

if i }u lije na sail ; no gap in the MS,'\ 

[F]or he Jwit neuer no sin did, % he Jat neuer synne dud : 

vr sinnes all he bare, 16950 oure synnes alle he bare 

And vilelik for ys was ledd, Dispitusly for ys was lad : 

als i haue tald 3U are. buffeted & beten sare 

For Yr sakis ]>at we had done For oure sake he sufficed p\x& : 

he sufficed all pe sare, 16954 muchel sorwe & care 

Noght a lim of his licame LymTTie on his licam ny lif : 

sufi&ed he to spare ; for ys wolde he not let spare 

And si}^n his lijf he for ys gaue, [ 

quat might he )^aim do mare. 16958 • . • . . no gap in the M8i\ 

[H]e Jat did Yelanije neuere, IT He fat neuer synne dud : 

ne neuer f ar-to thoght, ne so muche ad hit ]K)U3t 

YT sinnes and yt Yilaniie Oure synnes & oure wrecchednes : 

fill dere on him he boght ; 16962 dere he hem boujt 

Sua wele he luued ys pai na-thing So wel he loued ys pat no fing : 

of him-seK he roght, of him self he roujt 

And alle pe wrake on him he toke, [irii4] Al pe wrake on him he toke : 

fat ofer men had wroght. 16966 fat ofere men haiLwroujt 

[A]ll f e tunges of f is werld [ 

cuth noght tell f e tend, 

Ke all f e hertis cuth noght thine 

hu he till YS was hend. 16970 

£s nane fat he ne aght to reu sare 

fe soru of suilk a freind, . , , , no gap in the M8J] 

OdTTINGEN TRINITY 



972 IT A MAN BOBB ALL THB SUFFEBING OF OTHSB MBN, IT WEBB NOTHING AGAINST 
ONB HOUR OF CHBIST'S PAIN. TO BIB DAILY FOB 100,000 TBABS WEBB NOTHING. 

fat sli baret wald on him ber \No gap in the MS,] 

to lede us all to lend. 16974 

IF And thine jow na selcnth o )»i8, 

for yeit i sai yow mar ; 
All pe seknes o pia werld 

if a man on him bar, 16978 

And ]>at man of all o]>er men 

moght suffer all J>air sar, 
Ogain his pine hot of an vure, iccn t] 

fill littel or noght it ware. 16982 
Quar-thoru pat i moght Hue in l\jf 

an hundret thusand yere, 
And moght ans for his luue 

ilk dai dei sere ; 16986 

And al pat i moght drei to pine, 

to sare and to torfere. 
Again pe pine he for me drou, 

bot als a noght it were. 16990 

IT ]>an mai men sai wel pat his pine 

es herder for to drei, 
peLU it war pe pine of hell, 

in als lang a waL 16994 

p& forsoth }^at mai men se, 

pai es a skil oght slei, 
He was sa mighti in him-self^ 

his kind it was sa hei. 16998 

IF And for ])at iesus had in him 

sua gret might and v^rtu, 
l^at it was neuer man psA had 

sua mikel als we tru. 17002 

]>of sumkin scaft moght thole pQ pine 

of hell, als we wat hu, 
)^at es to sai, witvten end, 

^an semes wel, pat i^ra 17006 

Thold herder pine in als lang, 

men mai it well a-vou. 

COTTON FAIRFAX (lAUD MS.) 



HIS PAIN WAS HARDER TO BEAR THAN THE PAIN OF HELL, HIS NATURE WAS 973 
80 HIGH ; HE HAD GREATER MIGHT AND YIRTCrB THAN WE, AND SO SUFFERED MORE. 

fat sli baret on him wald here [No gap in the MS,] 

to lede vs all to leind 16974 

[A]nd thine 3a na selcath of fiB, 

for 3eit i sai 3a mare ; 
All pe sekenes of yia werld 

if a man on him bare, 16978 

And J>at man of all o]>er men 

might 8u£fer all ])air sare, 
Again his pine hot als ane yie, 

littel or noght it ware. 16982 

[Q]uar thorn i might line in lijf 

a hundred thousand 3ere, 
And i might anis for his luue 

ilk dai dey sere ; 16986 

All ]>at i might drie to pine, 

to sare and to torf ere» 
Again ]>e pine he for me dregh, 

hot als i-noght it were. 16990 

[))]an may men say ]>at his pine 

was hardir for to drei, 
^an it war }>e pine of hell, 

in als lange a (juilL^ C^ r§ad qpxu} 

Ya I forsoth ]>at mai men se, 16996 

]>at es of skil aght sley. 
He was sua mighti in himnsel^ 

his kind it was sua hei 16998 

[A]nd for ]>at iestis had in him 

sua grete might and vertu, 
f&t pBi was neu^r man ]>at had 

sua mekil als we trou. 17002 

In sum-kin schaft might thole ye pine 

of hell, als we wat hu, 
))at es to say, widvten end, 

]>an semis wele, ]>at iesa 17006 

Tholed harder pine in als lang, 

men mai it wele avou. 

qOttinobn trinitt 



974 THE SOUL LOVES THE BODT SO THAT IT WILL NOT PABT IF IT CAN HELP IT, 
NOB TILL THE FIVE SENSES ABB LOST. JESUS SUFFEBED THE 8TBIFB OF SOUL AND 



IT Mans saul all thoru kind 

it laues }e bodi sua, 17010 

]>at it wald neuer if it moght 

pe bodi self for-ga. 
Do man it neuer sa mikel pine, 

ne sua mikel wa, 17014 

Til bodi haf tint his wittes fine, 

fe saul wil noght J>ar fra. 
IT Hering, sight, smelling and fele, 

cheuing er wittes five, 17018 

All sal be tint er saul pas, 

quen pe hert sal riue. 
Kynd na saul suffers ar 

to part wit man o-liue ; 17022 

Bot iesus )>at was sua mighti, 

sufferd herder pia str\jf, 
))an euer ani man was or es, 

or sal be born o w\jf. 17026 

IT For sin fat suet ieeus had ^*^'|f®'^' 

sua mikel might and main, 
)^an it semes wel to be, 

and soth it es al plain, 17030 

pat he has a hundret sith 

dublid pia ilk pain, 
And es naman pat es in skil 

pai agh sai her again. 17034 

IT Quils he hang on ])at suet tre 

als it es for-wit tald. 
His hali saul to fader his 

wit uoice ful hei he yald. 17038 
}^ar scheud he him for mighti godd, 

}^at al thing has in wald. 
And sua to mak vs ranscuning, 

for us him-self he said. 17042. 

IT A ha ! fou blisced-est of all, 

o pe quat mai i sai 1 

COTTON 



IT Many soule thorog^ kynde 

the body yt louyd so 

That it wold neuyr yef« yt migtit 

pe body to parte ho 

do man yet neu^r so muche pyne 

ne yet so muche wo 

Tille body haue lost wytte* ffyve 

the soule wille not go 

IT Heryng / speche / sight / smellyng 

& felyng ai* wyttc* v. 

Alle thise wille go ar the soule 

when he hens shalle ryve 

kynd no soule suffer may 

to part fro man alyve 

But lesus that so mighty was 

suffird harder stryve 

Then eny man that euyr was born) 

or yet shalle of" wyve 

IF ffor this ilk* lesu. had so muche 

might and mayne 

That yt semyd wele to be 

and sothe is it certayne 

That he hym-self' an hundyrd sithe 

dobelid pia payne 

Thei' is no man that reason can 

may sey her* agayne 

IT While he hyng on that tre 

as it byfoi* is told 

his holy soule to his fader 

wit^ his voyce he yold 

Thei* he shewid hym mighty god 

that alle thyng hath in wold 

Thus to make oui^ rauh)som 

for vs hym-self* he sold 

IF A thow blessid maide of* att 

of* the what shalle I say 

FAIBFAX (laud MS.) 



BODT MORE THAN ANT MAN BORN OP WOMAN ; AS HE HAD 8U0H STRENGTH 975 
THE PAIN WAS DOUBLED 100 TIMES. ON THE OROSS HE YIELDED HIS SOUL TO GOD. 



[MJannes saul thoru kind 

it louis fe bodi sua, 17010 

]>at it wold neuer if it might 

]>e bodi self forga. 
Do man it neuer sua mekil pine, 

ne sua mekil wa, 17014 

Till bodi haue tint his wittes fine, 

])e saule wil noght ]»u* fra. 
[HJering, sight, smelling and fele, 

cheuing er wittes fine, 17018 

All sal be tint ar saule passe, 

quen fe herte sal riue. 
Kind na saule suf&is are, 

to part wid man a-liue ; 17022 

Bot iesus }&t swa mighti was, 

mififred harder J>e striue, 
fan ani man J>at es or was, 

or sal be bom of wyfe. 17026 

[F]or ])is ilke suete iestta had 

sua mekil might and maine, 
})at it semis wele to be, 

and sotht it es all plaine, 17030 
)»at he has an hundreth syth 

dublid fiB ilke paine. 
And es na man fat es in skill 

fat agh say here againe. 17034 
[QJuiHs he hang on fat suete tre, 

als it es forwid tald. 
His hali saule till fadir his 

wid voice ful hei he ^ald. 17038 
]>ar scheud he him for mighti god, 

]>at all thing has in wald, 
And sua to make vr ransuning, ''{Jl^j** 

for Ys him-self he said. 17042 

[H]a ! )ni blisced mai of all, 

of ^e quat mai i say 1 
gOttinobn 



IT Monnes soule ]>our3e kynde : 
fe body hit loxief so 
fat hit wolde neuer of hit my3t : 
fe body departe fro 
So mon hit neuer so muche pyne : 
ny 3itt so mychel wo 
Til body haue lost fe wittes fyue : 
fe soule wol not go 
IT Heryng speche si3te smellyng : 
& fele are wittes fyue 
Alle ]>ese wol go ar fe soule : 
whenne fe hert shal ryue 
Kynde no soule suffre]) er : 
to parte fro mon a lyue 
But ihesua ^at so myjty was : 
suffered harder str3rue 
pen any mon fat euer was bom : 
or jitt shal be of wyue 
IT For fia ilke swete ihesu. : 
had so myche mi3te & meyn 
fat hit seme]> wel to be : 
& so]> is hit certeyn 
fat he him self an hundride si])e : 
doubled J>is peyn 
fer is no mon fat resoun con : 
may say fer a3eyne 
IT whil he hong on ])at tre : 
as hit bifore is tolde 
His holy soule to his fadir': 
wif his vois he 3olde 
pere he shewed him my3ty god : 
fat al }^ing ha]) in wolde 
pua to make oure raunsoun : 
for YS him self he soldo 
IT A ]k>u blessed maide of alle : 
of fe what shal I say 

trinity 



976 MABT SUFFERED THE DAT HER SON DIED ; THE SWORD WENT THBOTTOH HER 
HEART, AS SIMEON HAD PROPHESIED. BUT HOW GREAT HER JOY WHEN HE ROSE 1 



J>i soroSy maria mild, 

)^ou had in hert pat daL 17046 
faX dai it was ]>i passion, 

mai nan sai pai-vni nai, 
Quen ])ai pi suet sun sua sagh 

be ledd wit tene and treL 17050 
IF Bot cmnmen it es ]>e nu )^ suerd 

pat thoru ])i hert stang, 
))at symeon wit propheci 

had hight pe foiwit lang. 17054 
Bot iol an hundiet Md, 

he dublid pe )^i sang, 
Qtien he ras fra ded to life, 

wit his godd-hed sa Strang. 17058 
IT For ^e birth and pe passiun 

iera pat us boght, 
If he ne had risen fra ded to lijf, 

had ben us all for noght. 17062 
Nu J>ou seis all openli, 

^e fight til end es broght, 
pe werld succurd, pe feind es feld, 

])at man wit soru soght. 17066 

IT All ur truth in ]>e, leuedi, 

hang, and al ur fai. 
All men was in dute and wer 

bot povL, leue hali mai ! 17070 

Til ])i suet sun up-ras 

]>i trouth was stabil ai, 
Hu men aght in ur lauerd to leue, [ooi. q 

]}ou lerd us pAve pe laL 17074 

IT Maria meke, ]>ou moder es, 

o reuth ful and o pite. 
Mirthful maiden, mild of all ! 

blisced of aU bu[n]te. 1 7078 

Qua mai tel pe teind part 

pe blisced-nes o pe I 

COTTON 



Of* thy sorow maiy myU 

pon haddist in hert pat day 

That day was also thy passion) 

may no man sey nay 

when thow pj sonne sie so by-led 

with tene & eke wit^ tray 

IT But comyn was tho the swerd 

that thorogh pjn hert stong 

That Semeon wiiJi prophesie 

had yt by-foni) long 

But yet of« ioy an hundird-fold 

he doublyd pe thy song 

When he rose &o dethe to lyf^ 

wtt^ ht8 godhede strong 

Bothe byrthe and passion) OMfiHb«A[] 

of* the that vs bought 

But he had resyn from detH 

alle had be for nought 

IT Thus may we seyne opynly 

how it to end was brought 

The world socourid the fende fedd 

pat alle pe sorow sought 

In the maiy tho hyng alle 

oui^ trouthe and eke our* fay 

Alle men wei' in doute 

but povL that ilk day 

IT Tille thy swete sonne vp-rose 

pon keptist alle oui' lay 

how we shuld kepe oui* byleve 

thei* tawghtyst pon vs the way 

Mary welle of* mercy 

willyng euyr pyte 

fflour* of" maydyn-hede 

that euer was or shalbe 

May no man telle the tennyth part 

the blessidnes off* the 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



THE FIGHT IS NOW ENDED, THE FIEND IS FELLED. ON MARY HANGS ALL 977 
CUB faith; she was subs when all men were IN FEAR AND TROUBLE. 



Of fi sora, man milde, 

pn hade in hert pat day. 170'46 

))at dai it was pi passiune, 

mai nane }^arwid sai nay, 
Quen pM ])i suete sun sua sau 

be ledd wid tene and tray. 17050 
[B]ot comen it es pe nu pe suord 

]>at thoru J^ine herte stang, 
fat symeon wid propheci 

had hight fe forwid lang. 17054 
Bot of ioy ane hundreth fald, 

he dublid pe ])i sang, 
Quen he ras fra dede to lijf, 17057 

wid his godde-hed sua Strang. 
Bath pe birth and pe passion 

of iesus ])at vs boght. 
If he ne had resin fra pe dede, 

had bene vs all for noght. 17062 
Ku mai we se all opinli, 

pe fight till end es broght, 
pe werld succurrid, pe feind es feld, 

)^at man wid soru soght. 17066 

[I]n pe paiif leuedi, hang all 

vr trouth and fai. 
All men was in dute and were 

bot pVL, leue hali mai I 17070 

Til )^i suete sun vp-ras 

]n trouth was stabil ai, 
Hu men agh vr lauerd leue, 

J>u lered vs far pe wai. 17074 

[M]ari meke, pn moder es, 

ful of reuth and pete. 
Mirthful maiden, mild of all 1 

fulfild of all bunte. 17078 

Na man mai tell pe teind part 

pe bliscednes of pe I 

69 GOTTINQEN 



Of fi sorwe marye mylde : 

povL baddest in hert }^at day 

J3at day was also fi passion?* : 

may no men say nay 

when7/e ])ou ])i son say so biled : 

wij> tene & eke wif tray 

IT But comen was fo pe swerd : 

pat l^our^e pin hert strong 

pat symeon wif prophecie : 

had het biforn long 

But ^itt of ioye an hundiide folde : 

he doubled pe ]>i song 

Whenne he ros fro de|> to lif : 

wi}^ his godhede strong 

IF Boj^e bur])e & passioun : 

of ihesus pat ys bou3t 

But he had risen firom de]> : 

had ben al for nou3t 

pvLB may we seen openly : 

how hit to ende was brou3t 

i)e world socoured pe fend fals : 

pat al pe sorwe soujt 

IF In pe marye }^o heng al : 

oure trou]> & eke oure fay 

Alle men were in doute : Deaf los, btck] 

but ]>ou pat ilke day 

Til ]>i swete son Yp ros : 

)h)u keptest al oure lay 

How we shulde kepe oure bileue : 

pere tau^test pou ys pe way 

IT Mary welle of mercy : 

wellyng euer pite 

Floure of maydenhede : 

pat euer was or shal be 

May no mon telle pe ten])e part : 

pe blessednes of pe 

TBINITT 



978 MART ! PRAT FOR US TO THT SON. I HAVB TOLD HIS PASSION, HOW HB FOUOHl 
AGAINST OUR ENEMT, THOUGH OURS WAS THB SIN. GRANT GRACE TO ENTER HEAVEN 



Yr trouth and hope bath bar ])ou {^an, 

ur blisced leaedi nu be. 17082 

And pais us wit pi suet sun 

fat hang for us on tre, 
And help us to ]>at ilk sted 

far we him euer se. 17086 

IF Of him i haf pe passiun 

said, efter mi might, 
Hu he again ur wy}^erwin, 

ur bateil t6k to jaght 17090 

pof his it war J>e paines all, 

urs it was pe plight, 
He grant us grace, haf part o blis, 

pAt he til us hight ; 1 7094 

And send us space al of his grace, 

ur wranges here to right, 
fat we mai at vr ending da[i], 17097 

cum in til heuen light. Amen 
Site ]>aim o mang wit angels sang, 

Al on his hali hand right. Amen 



Pray for ys to thy blessid sonne 
in his blis we mote bo 



[No gap in the MS.] 



[No gap in the MS,] 



[A Discourse between Clirist and Man.] 

IT *' "Tesus maria bom [No gap in the MS,] 

JL For sinful man ]>at was for-lom, 
I forsok mi fader blis, 17113 

And com in-til erth, i-wia. 

COTTON FAIRFAX (UI7JD MS.) 



PBAf ALSO FOR MB, JOHN OF LINDBBBOH, WHO GOT THI8 BOOK MADE. IF IT BE 979 
LOST I WILL PAY HIM WHO RBSTOBBS IT, BUT WILL OUBSB HIM WHO WITHHOLDS IT. 

VT troath, yt hope, all bar pM ]>an, Preye for ys to pi blessed son : 

YT beild leuedi nu be, 17082 in his blis we mot be 

And pais ys wid pi suete son 

^at hang for ys on tre. 

[ [No gap in the M8»] 

no gap in the MS.^ 

Of him i hane ]ye passinn 

nn said, eftir mi might, 
Hu he egain vr witherwine, 

TT bataile toke to fight. 17090 
))Ogh his it war J>e paines all, 

vrs it was )>e plight, 
He giue ts grace, haue part of blis, 

])at he tU his has hight. 1 7094 
And p9X we mai widvten end, 

be wid him in his sight, 
p9X icy and blis es lastand ay, 

p9X es in henenes light, 17098 
And Ipeoiali for me je pray 

^at p\% book gart dight, 
lohn of lindbergh, i ^n sai 

^at es mi name ftil right 17102 
If it be tint or done a-way, 

trenli mi tronth i plight. 
Qua bringes it me widvten delay, 

i sal him ^eild pat night 17106 
And qua it helis and haldis fra me, 

trenli i 3n tell, 

Cnroed in kirc ^an sal ^ai be P Tht loni un^ lod bm. and um bottom of tbt 

wid candil, boke, and bell.i 17110 JSS.'S ^"« »" ^^ ~*""" -^' ^^^ 

[A Discourse between Christ and Man.] 

" [T]e8UB of marl bom [eoi. i] [No gap in the MS.] 

For sinful man ^t was for-lom, 

I forsok mi fadir blis, 17113 

And come in-til erde, i-wia. 

GOTTINOBN TRINITY 



980 " THINK, O MAN ! ON THY LOVER JISUS, WHAT SHAHB I SUFFIEBSD FOB THKl ! 
SOOUBGED, PIERCED, — FEET, HANDS, AND BIDE j TAKE MY HEART AND 8EB MY LOVE. 



I lete me tak and herd bind 

For luue i had to mans kind, 17116 

I thold pouerd, pine, and scame, 

Al for sinful mans name. 

Thine, ai thine, ai sinful man, 

J>ou thine on iera, fi lemman. 17120 

I stode naked als i was bom 

f e wicked luus f aim bi-fom, 

Biindcn til a piler fast, 

To-quils J>e bandes moght last; 17124 

On mi back i bar ]7e rode, 

Quen. i vnto mi ded yode. 

Had neuer man sa mikel scam 

In erth for nakins blauL 17128 

fou sinful man fat gas bi me, %f ^' 

Duel a quile and }^ou mai se, 

Duell a quile and fond to stan, 17131 

Bi-hald mi fote, bi-hald mi hand ! 

Mi bodi es wit scurges suongen, 

Brest, and hand, and fote thurgh 

I hing apon jjis herd rode, [stungen. 

For fe i gaf mi hert blode ; 17136 

)>e thornnes o mi hede standes. 

Thirled am i, fete and handes. 

Bi-hald and se mi blodi side, 

Jat for J)i luue es opend wide ; 17140 

Put in and grappe, mi suet freind, 

Tak ute mi hert bituix ]}ine hend ; 

fan mai fou wit fine eien se 

Hu treuli man i luued fe. 

Fra mi crun unto mi ta 

Ful i am o pine and wa ; 

Bituix tua theifs hing i here 

Als i theif and trait?^r wer, 

Befor mi moder eien, mare, 

Sufferd i al f is wilani. 

COTTON 



17144 



17148 



[up to p. 981] 



[iMflUf 
ool.l] 

17120 



I let me take and hard bind Coot t] 
For luue i had to manes kind, 17116 
I tholid pouert^ pine, and schamoy 
All for sinful manes ane. 
Thine, ai thine, ai sinful man, 
fu thine on iesvL, f i lemman. 
I stod naked als i was bom 
f e wiked iuus f aim bifom, 
Bunden till a peler fast, 
To-quiles fe bandis might last; 17124 
On mi bac i bar mi rode, 
Quen i to mi dede jode. 
Had neu^ man sua mekil schame 
In erd for man-kin blame. 17128 

f u sinful man fat gas bi me. 
Duel aquile and f u mai se. 
Duel aquile and fand to stand, 17131 
Bihald mi fote, bihald mi hand i 
Mi bodi es wid skurges suongen, 
Breist, and heued, and fote thoru stongen 
I hing apon f is hard rode. 
For fe i gaue mi herte blode ; 17136 
f e thornis on mi hefd standis, 
Thirld am i, fote and handis. 
Bi-hald and se mi blodi side, 
fat for fi luue es opend wide ; 17140 
Put in and grape, mi suete freind. 
Take vte mi herte bituix f i heind ; 
fen mai f u wid fin eien se 
Hu truli fat i loued ai f e. 
Fra mi croune vnto mi ta 
Ful i am of pine and wa ; 
Bituix tua theues hang i here 
Als i thef and traitur were, 
Bifor mi moder eien, mari, 
fan tholid i all f is yelanL [aptop.wi] 

oOttingen 



17144 



17148 



BINFITL MAN, I HAVE BOUGHT THEE DEAR ; WHY DOST THOU NOT LOVE ME ? 981 
THINK ON ME, TRY TO RISE OUT OF SIN ; I WILL KISS THEE." JESUS, SEND US GRACE ! 



I haf fus mani blodi wondes, 17151 
And sufferd her fia herd stondes, 
And ded on ])is rode tie, 
]k)u sinful man ! for luue o fe. 
Sin i haf ^e sua dere boght, 17155 
Quat ailes ])e }^ou luues me noght 1 
Wit ))i sin fou pines me, 
Als did j>e luus on rode tre. 

[ • 

no gap in the MS.] 

})0u sinful man ! if po\i cuth god, 
Oft bird ^e thine a-pon mi blod 
Kight and dai, and al pe time, 17163 
Wei bird J)e thine a-pon mi pine. 
Waila wai ! fovL sinful man, 
Ke haf i mad pe mi lemman, 
Ne haf i gin pQ al mi blis, 17167 

And mi-self far-wit, i-wiss. 
If J>ou neue?* sa nobul war ; 
Quat thing moght i giue pe mare 1 
I wat neuer o nakins wise, 17171 
fan bird fe thine ai to rise, 
Suith to rise and faand to blin, 
And for mi luue for-sak fi sin. 17174 
For-sak f i sin pwr^ charite, v naA par] 
And faand to rise, and com to me ! 
I sal f e hals, i sal f e kiss, [ooi. t] 

And bring fe to mi fader blis." 17178 
lera, for f i hali blod 
fat fou seed a-pon f e rode, 
poxL send us grace, fou send us might, 
Euer and ai to luf pe right ; 17182 
And sua ur sinnes for to sake, 
pat us to ioi wit pe fou take, 
And night and dai, and all time, 
Sua to thine a-pon fi pine, 17186 
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I haue nu mani blodi wondis, 

And suffrid here mani stondis, 17152 

And dieid on pia rode tre, 

fu sinful man ! for luue of pe. 

Sipen i haue pe sua dere boght, 17155 

Quat ailis pe pu loues me noght 7 

wid J)i sine fu pinis me, [coi. i] 

Als did pe iuus apon pe tre, 

wid athes grete and wick dede, 

oft fu gens mi wondis blede. 17160 

p\i sinful man ! if pu cuth gode, 

Of agh pe thine apon mi blode 

Kight and dai, and all time, 

Birt pe thine apon mi pine. 17164. 

wailewai ! fu sinful man, 

'Ne made i f e mi lemman, 

Ke haue i giuen pe all mi bHss 

And mi-self far-wid, i-wiss, 17168 

If f u neuer sua nobile ware ; 

Quat fan might i giue pe mare ? 

I ne wate on nanekin wise, 

fan bird fe thine ai for to rise, 17172 

Suith to rise and fand to blin, 

An for mi luue forsake f i sin. 

Forsake fi sin par charite, 17175 

And fand to rise, and cum to me ! 

I sal f e hals, i sal f e kisse. 

An bring f e to mi fadir bHsse." 

lesus, for f i hali blode 

fat fu sched apon fe rode, 17180 

f u send till vs grace and might, 

Euer and ai to luue f e right ; 

And sua vr sines to forsake, 

fat vs to ioy wid fe fu take, 17184 

And night and dai, and all time, 

Sua to thine apon f i pine, 
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fat we mai, quen we he]>en wend, 
Cum to fi ioi wUrvten end. Amen. 
^ lesvL ! ioifol er ]>m dedes, 17189 
^at ]}oa wit to luue us ledes, 
Defend ])i folk nu fat fon fedis, 
And giue })aini might to win fi medis. 
Quen i j)i bodi se })at bledis, 17193 
Fulsare mi hert mi sinnes dredes, 
fat vnnethes dar i seen mi nedes 
Bot wit j)i hend to me fou spredis. 
j)i paine and ioi bath yon me redis. 
And blith o saghting ])ou me bedis. 
f And sais to me, *' al thol i fiB 
To bring )»e, wreched man, to blis. 
If you wil were als i ])e wiss 17201 
Mi merci sal ^u nener mis.*' 
I ask ye grace, ^ou sais me j)is, 
And kindeli bedis me to kis. 17204 
^ " Man," ^u sais, " cum nerr and se, 
yon wat i thol al yis for ^e, 
y&t i am hanged on j)is tre ; 
Quat wil yon do ])an nu for me 1 
yna am i thrald to ma ye fire, 17209 
Warr ye yon namar thrald be. 
^ Late noght in j^e be tint mi dede. 
And thral ^e na mar wit ye fede. 
For fat blod J>ou wist i seed ; 17213 
Be wise and were efter mi rede. 
O lastand lijf i giue fe bred, 
^ Ask quat ]>ou will, am i na qued. 
Ask me fi will, J>in es fi nede, 17217 
For am i noght of giuetes gnede. 
yon mai be ful trest to spede 
Wald J)ou for me do sumkin dede, 
For-ber J>at i ye sal for-bede, 17221 
Do yat i bide and ha yi mede.*' [top.ges] 
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yat we mai, quen we hef en wend, 
Cum to ioy widvten end. Amen. 
[0] Ie*u ! ioyful er fine dedis, 17189 

y&t yn wid to l^f ys ledis, 
ye feinde yi folk })at yn fedis, 
And giue vs might to wine yi media 
Quen iaeyi bodi yat bledis, 17193 
Ful sare mi hert mi sinnes dredis, 
fat vnethes far i scheu mi nedis EjJ***» 
Bot fi hend to me f u spredis. ~*" *^ 
fi pine and ioy bath f u me redis. 
And kisse of saghtling fu me bedis. 
[A]nd sais to me, " all thole i fis 
To bring f e, wreche man, to bliss. 
If fu will wirck als i fe wisse 17201 
Mi merci sal fu nener misse." 
I aske f e grace, f u sais me " ^eis," 
And kindli biddis me to kiss. 
" [M]an," f u sais, '' cum nere and se, 
fu wate i tholed all fis for fe, 17206 
fat i am hanged on f is tre ; 
Quat will f u nu suffer for me 1 
f us am i thralled to make f e fre, 
war fu namare thralled be. 172l0 
[L]at noght in f e be tint mi dede, 
Ne thral me namar wid f e fede. 
For fat blod f u seis me schede ; 
Be wise and wire aftir mi rede. 17214 
Of lastand lijf i giue f e brede, 
Aske quat f u wil, am i na quede. 
[A]8ke me f i will, fin es f i nede, 
For am i noght of giftes gnede. 17218 
f u mai be ful traist to spede 
wald f u for me do sumkin dede, 
Forber fat i f e sal forbede, 17221 
f fat i f e bidd and haue f i mede." 
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IT Quin sulci i, iem, do J)i wiUI ^^^^i^^' 

Al wil tu >at i do bot il, 1 7224 

Bot i ])at es sa dedli dill, 

Me spedis ai me-self to spill, 

Wit mi flexsli lust to fill. 

Foiget i oft j)ine greues grilL 17228 

IT I mai mi-self sai walwa ! 

fat to mi thrist suld be sa thra, 

Foluand fat flexs fat es mi fa, 

Mi wai i wander in-to wa. 17232 

And ai j)ow sais " a ha ! a ba ! 

Mi leue fieind do namar sua ; 

^ O )>i misgaing ^ou weind again, 

And i me-self al sal ])e sain 17236 

Batb to giue ^e might and main. 

If ^u wel thine al o mi pain, 

I suffeid me for ^e be slain. 

Mi ded mai noght be don in wain. 

^ If ]>ou wil folu me and mine 17241 

)»ou most nu thol sum part o pine. 

For-sak })i sere o silk and line. 

And temper fe wit alle and wine, 

^ou ful fti flexs fat wij^er-wine, 17245 

And seke j)i saul medicine. 

IF For for to seme lauei*ds tuin 

It es vngainand to be-gin, 

Me to seke in lust o sin, 17249 

Mi kyngrik sua mai naman win, — 

Fra blis to blis mai ^ou noght rin, 

Nq nan fat es of adam kin." 

Oft ]k)u beddes me to lete 17253 

Apon j)i lare i^^, sua suete, 

For al mi mis j)ou wil me mete. 

Mine bales ouer es bone to bete. 

For-})! iesvL ala )»ou has bete, 17257 

^u gif me grace on fe to grete, 
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[Q]ui ne suld i, ic^u, do fi will? 

AU wil J>u fat i do bot ill, 17224 

Bot i ])at es sua dedeli dill, 

Spedis ay me-self to spill, 

wid mi fless lust to fulfill. 

Forget i oft fia greues grilL 17228 

[I] mai me-self sai walaway ! 

]>at to mi thrist suld be sua thra, 

Foluand mi fless fai es mi fa. 

Mi wai i wander in-to fe wa. 17232 

And ay fn sais, " a ha ! a ha ! Ccd. t] 

Mi leue frend do namar sua ; 

[0]f f i misgang fn wend again, 

And i mi-self sal fe sain 17236 

Bath to giue fe might aTtd main. 

If f u will thine apon mi pain, 

I sufired me for fe be slain, 

Mi dede mai noght be done in vain» 

[I]f fn will folu me and mine 17241 

fn most wele thole sum part of pine. 

Forsake fe sarke of silk and line, 

Full f i fless ^ ])i witherwine, u ms. fMM] 

And tempre it fra ale and wine. 

And seke fe saule medicine. 17246 

[M]an, to serue lauerdis tuin 

It es vngainand to bigin. 

Me to seke in lust of sin 17249 

Fra blis to blis fn mai noght rin. 

Mi kingrike sua mai na man win, 

Ne nane fai es of adam kin.*' 

[0]ft ])u biddes me to lete 17253 

Apon f i lare, iesn^ sua suete. 

For all mi sinnes j)u will me mete, 

Mi balls art )»u bune to bete. 

For])i id^ als )»u has hete, 17257 

])u giue me grace on fe to grete, 
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f To wepe for wrang pat i haf wroght, 
And euer apon pi ded haf thoght, 
Ha j)ou for-bar us first and boght, 
pi boghtlinges hu ]>ou boght, 17262 
Of hell quen J^ai soruful tho^ht. 
For J)i wit-stande na mightes moght 
^ fat ran8cuni[n]g wald i of tell, 
fou spede me, lauerd ! for-to spell 
Hu mighteli fou harud hell, 17267 
And queld him fat all wald quelL 
fe iestes o faa luus fell, 
Wald smor f i mightes faim emelL [ooit] 



[T]o wepe for wrang fat i haue wroght, 
And euer apon f i dede haue thoght, 
Hu f u forbar vs first and boght. 
Of fi choselinges hu f u broght, 17262 
Of helle quen f aa sorful soght, 
For fe widstand na mightes moght. 
[f]at ransuning fat i of tell, 17265 
f u spede me, lauerd ! for to spell 
Hu mightili f u herid hell. 
And quellid him fat aU wald quelL 
f e gestes of fa luus fell, 17269 

wald smore f i mightes f aim emelL 



[0/ Joseph of ArimatJiecL] 



f Lau«rd, nn wit f i leue, wald i 

O ioseph tell of aramathi, 17272 

Hu luus had til him envie, 

For he f e laid in tumb to lie. 

Him and nichodeme for-f i 

fai carked wit fair caitif cri. 17276 

IF f is nichodeme was, crist, f i knitht, 

fat com to spek wit f e hi night ; 

Quen he nan of er wai ne might. 

And sagh fe dome bifor his sight, 

fi pine he was vte o plight, 17281 
For he wist well f ou had f e right. 

^ Bot fat folk war sua ful o flitt, 
fat he ne moght fair muthes diit. 
f aa quon fat heild wit f e f air-witt, 
"Wei sene it was f aim wanted wijt, 
f ar-for wroght nichodeme a writt, 

1 tell nu wit fi leue of itt.^ 17288 



[L]auerd, wid f i leue wald i Df ut^ eoL i] 
Of ioseph tell of arimathi, 1 7272 

Hu iuus had till him enuei, 
For he f e laid in tumb to ly. 
Him and nichodeme for-f i 
fai karked wid fair caitiue cri. 17276 
[f]is nichodeme was, crist, f i knight, 
fat come to speke wid f e bi night ; 
Quen he nanof er wai ne might, 
And sau f i dome bifor his sight. 
Of f i pine he was vte of plight. 
For he wist fu had fe right. 17282 
[B]ot fat folk was sua ful of flitt, 
fat he ne might fair muthes ditt. 
fa quone fat held wid f e f air-witt, 
wele was sene f aim wantand witt, 
f arfor wroght nichodeme a writt, 
I tell nu wid fi leue of it. 17288 



[* The narrative goes on at p. 992.] 
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WHEN JESUS ROSE, THE EARTH QUAKED AND DEAD MEN ROSE. HE HAD OR- 985 
DEBED THE COURSE OF HIS DEATH LONG BEFORE, ACCORDING TO TOKENS OF OLD. 



[OF THE RESURRECTION.^] 



rcmr- 
rteeioTM 



^1F On sonoflday in J>e dagbyng, ^ 

he roe fro ded to Hue, P^„"XijEi5"* 

When pe knightes sloped fast 

vrtih him p&i might not striue. 4* 

When he ros ])e erthe con quake, 

^en hade ]>e lews doute, 

And ded men ros of per graues 

and 3ode walkand ahoute. 8* 

In witnes pai ros with him, 

and hono2^red his rising, 

For pe lews suld not wit^-say 

^at gart to ded him hring. 12* 

Our lord opend not his throgh 

when he ros at mome, 

Ko more he did his moder womhe 

when fat he was borne. 16* 

Al hole he left his graf 

when he went per froo, 

Als he did his modir womb, 

when he was bom als-soo. SO* 

Wele wist our lord by-fore 

all pat was to doyn. 

For he ordend his ded 

be cowrs of son & moyne ; 24* 

In fe hegh ful he deed, 

& pat it friday were, 

pe aungel grette our leuedy, 

fe same time of pe jere. 28* 

fat ilk day seuennight bi-fore, %f {?' 

fat same day it is, 

fat oure louerd made 

both heuen & erth I wis. 82* 
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f e sext day afterward 

he made man als-soo, 

f e seuent day toke he rest, 

on f e aghtand come our woo. 86^ 

For on fat day adam ete 

f e appel of f e tre, 

Ful litel while it was 

fat he in ioy wald bee. 40^ 

Sithen Jang afterward, 

fif thowsand 3ere & moo. 

Our lord 3oght to tak mankynd 

and hring yus oute of woo. 44^ 

f e same day fat adam did 

fe syn agayns f e right, 

fat ilk day os it felle, 

godisson in marie light. 48^ 

3it lange bi-fore bad o\ir lord 

to moyses in old daghe, 

Apon f e Mount of sinay, 

f er he gaf him f e laghe, 62^ 

fat men schold ilk jere fat time 

f er sacnfise fore doyne. 

Of a lamb fat were clene 

at heghe ful of f e moyne. 66^ 

f is bitokend fat he wald 

for yu8 marterd bee, 

fat time when f e moyn wor ful, 

and by wus on f e tree. 60* 

For f us fen bode it nede be 

be f is skil fat I say. 

In f e heghe fulle of f e moyne 

and als on a fiiday. 64^ 
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Q86 OUB LOBD AWAITKD ^B HIS DBATH A LADT DAT, A FRIDAY, AND A FULL MOON. 
THB THBBB MABIB9 OAHE ON SUNDAY TO THE TOMB ; JESUS HAD RISEN. 



And on our laidy day als-soo, 

fe syn was first wroght, 

For-fi fat day bi reson [ooL «] 

bode man agayn be boght. 68* 

})ese thre thinges a-bod our lord, 

or he to ded wald goo, 

Vre leuedy day & friday aln 

and ful moyne als-soo. 72* 

])at friday was our leuedy day 

on wilk our lord slayn was, 

And ])e moyne at hegbe ful 

]Kit day OS god gaf gras ; 76* 

Bot now ful selden falle2 it soo, 

for-J>i vse we ay 

After heghe ful of Je moyne 

to take ^e next friday, 80* 

And ))at bald we our gode friday ; 

])e thrid day after soyne, 

Hald we hely pasche day, 

and so baue all men doyne. 84* 

Ilk cristen man at J^at day 

take his flescb & his blode, 

fat he gaf to Strang ded 87* 

for YU8 apon fe rode. De nrnnodotu 

IT IV^-Ajy maudlayn & man lacobe, 

-LtJL fat was our leuedi sister. 
And marie salome, 

Hade boght fam oynemonz 92* 

for oure lord e^moyntynge. 
And went to f e sepulcre 
on sononday in \>e daghynge, 
Toward his graf fai went, 96* 

f ese thre, makand f er mone, 
And saide, " who sal yus helpe 
to remou fat heuy stone 1 " 
When fat our lord vp-rose 100* 
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fe erthe quoke & made sown. 

Our lordez aungel fro heuen 

to fe graf fen light doun. 

Of his septdcre fore 104* 

he put away f e stone. 

And fer-apon him sett, (iMfM.tiMk,eQLi] 

faire & brijt he shone. 

His lokyng was als bri^t 108* 

OS is fe rede lempnitige. 

And als white oos snaw 

was alle his clethinge. 

f e knightez wore so ferd 112* 

fat kepped him in fat sted, 

fat f ai lay ful lang 

right OS f ai hade bene ded ; 

For brightnes of f is aungel 116* 

sore f ai were adredd. 

f e clothez fat iesus was wonden in 

aboute f ai sa^e hom spredd, 

And when f ai missed his body 120* 

fast away f ai fledd, 

And told vnto f er maisters 

how fat f ai hade spedd. 

f ese thre manes come f iderward, 124* 

for drede f ai stynted oft 

For ferd of f e lews, 

and sithcn welk ful sofL 

When f ai be-hild f iderward 128* 

vfiih ful drory mone, 

f ai 8a3e f e lidd ouertomed 

fat was a ful grete stone. 

In * was in maner of a hows 132* 

fat crist laide in was, [^ read it] 

Grauen depe in a roche, 

a wonder mikel plas ; 

f er was our lord sepulcre, 186* 
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THB WOMEN SAW AN ANGEL, WHO BID THEM TELL PETER AND THE BEST. 987 
(why HE SPBCIALLT GALLED PETEB.) PBTEB AND JOHN BAN TO LOOK IN THE TOMB. 



in pe northside I-wis, 

So heghe be thie spand 

no nothCT graf ]^r is. 

When J^ese wymmen come 140* 

til his monoment ^ve, 

fai sa^e an aungel sit, 

a 3ong child os it wore, 

Cled in white- clething. 144* 

fen hade })ai drede in thoght, 

fia aungel saide to })am, [ooL t] 

" wymmen dred yow noght, 

3e seke iesn of nazarethe 148* 

^at doyn was on ])e tre, 

He is risen & not here, 

be-hald )>e stede & see ! 

To petre & his deciples 162* 

hastile tell jee, 

])at he is lisen fro ded 

and gon to galile, 

On-lif in flesch & felle, 166* 

OS he told ^ow by-fore. 

Highes ynto fat plas, 

for je sal fynd hym fore." 

For he neuend peter by name, 160* 

a skill I tel yow qwy, 

For he for-soke our lord, 

he come not in company 

Amang j)e apostels for schame, 164* 

for-})i his name neuend hee, 

]>en ])ai sold not him blame 

fen he in wanhope bee. 

And qui he toT-Boke our lord 168* 

more pen hese falas 1 

It was our lordez ordinans, 

for-f i no wonder has, 171* 

He ordend him hede of heli kirk, 
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})of alle he him for-soke. 

To haf mercy of synful men 

ensaumple at him he toke. 176* 

]>us was marie maudlayu 

erly forthe went, 

Ho ran to peter & to lohne, 178* 

and told hou fe aungel htr sent. 

'' j)ai haf taken my lord," scho saide, 

" and out of graf him broght." 

fof alle pe aungel hir told 

ful siker was scho noght. 183* 

Peter & lohne to-geder ran paAf 97, ooi. i] 

to wit how it were, 

6ot lohne .was pe swifter, 

and pe ere come ]>ere, 

And loked in & sa^e ^e bchetez, 188* 

hot he dorst not gang in. 

Peter come after & in he went 

or euer he wald blyn. 

And sa^e pe schetez spred, 192* 

and pe sudary j)ore leued 

pat was in pe sepulcre 

laide on our lordez heued. 

pe went in lohne psit first com 196* 

to pe monument, 

And sfi^e & trawed wele 

Jat he away wore hent 

^ai couthe not vnderstand, 200* 

ne were not ^it so wise. 

To traw pat him bode nede 

fro ded to lyue rise. 

pen went psd home agayn 204* 

)»ore where pel come froo. 

And wend he hade bene bom away, 

hot maudlayn wald not soo. 

Marie wald not away S08* 
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« 



« 



til fat sclio wist more, 

"WttA-oute Je monument sclio stode, 

and grette wonder sore. 

Als scho stouped doune, 212* 

and loked farre & negbe, 

Within y^ monument 

two aungels scho seghe 

Cled in white clothez 216* 

sitand in ])at stede, 

fat one at ]>e fote of ^e graf, 

fat other at the hede. 210* 

^e aungels saide, '' womman Cooi. t] 

whi gretez pon so sore 1 " 
For j)ai haf taken my lord," scho seide, 
and doyne him Ine wote whore." 

With fat word scho to«med hir 224* 

and sa^e our lord stand nere, 

Scho wend not it had bene he, 

hot a gardiner. 227* 

**Whi gretez fou, wo77iman'J" quod 

Maudlayn said ful soyne, L^^^ ^^^> 

" For fai haf taken my lord, 

I ne wote whore ho is doyne. 231* 

Sir," scho saide, " if J>ou him haf 

auther tane away, 

Tell mo whore he is 

fat I him take may." 

" A ! mary," saide our lord, 236* 

and scho towmed hir in hy. 

And felle vnto his fete, 

and saide " raboni," 

(fat is on englis maister) 240* 

and wald nede neghe him neghe. 

" Neghe me not," he saide, 

" yhit steghe I not on heghe 

To my fader in lieuen ; 244* 
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bot to my brother f ou goo, 

And say, I to my fader wend, 

faire god & myn als-so." 

Til his deciples maudlayn com, 24S* 

and told f am alle bi-dene 

fat scho of our lord 

hade bothe herd & sene. 

f is was fe first time 252* 

fat iemis, heuen kynge, 

Schewed til anyman 

after his vp-iisyng. 266* 

A grete honour to wy?»men ^'•^•^P**' 

did he in fat cas, 

Namly to foo fat synful are, 

for scho synful was. 

Here may we see ensaumple 260* 

fat wymmen mony are gode. 

When lohne and lames & f ai all« 

fro our lord jode, 263* 

With brennand luf scho dwelled, 

and after him scho 803t, 

And til scho wist an end 

away wald scho noght. 

f is was on of f o creatures 268* 

fat euer on erthe was, 

fat kydd most luf til our lord, 

ak me think in this cas. 

Als mikel os scho loued bi-fore 272* 

f e dele & wricchednes, 

Als mikel & more loued scho crtst 

thoru hir grete godenes. 

Scho alle-one kid him more luf, 276* 

fen alle men fat wore borne. 

His disiples or alle his kyn, 

OS I ere saide be-fome, — 

Oute- taken his moder ago* 

COTTON (insertion) 



THS THRSB MARIES WEPT FOR JOT, AND TOLD THE DISCIPLES, WHO DISBE- 989 
LIEVED. JESUS KUT PETER ALONE, AND AFTERWARDS TALKED WITH TWO OTHERS. 



j)at loued him tende?*ly 

By-fore alkyn creatures, 

and fat was no ferly. 

Toward desiples marie went, 284* 

fe other two manes scho mett 

And told hom j)is ti3and, 

for ioy alle thre })ai grette. 

And alle to-gedir ])ai 3ode 288* 

to telle fe apostels j)is. 

With })ese thre maries os f& went, 

mette our lord I-wis, 

'^ Hayl 3e bee ! " he saide, 292* 

als fel him gon mete. 

j)ai ran to him ful soyn, 

and ^ore fax hiled his fete, 206* 

^ *' Leues ])iB,'* he saide, " & telles fast 

mi brother whore |)ai bee, ooL t] 

^t ^ sal see me als I saide 

be-for fam in gaHle/' 299* 

To his diciples 3ode fai })enne, 

and fond fsm gretand sore, i 

For j)ai wist not where iemts was, 

ne si^e of him no more. 808* 

^ese wymmen told amang hom all 

of oure lord tithing, 

His desiples trawed hom noght, 

bot said it was lesynge. 

fen ran san peter forthe, 808* 

til his graf alle his one, 

(3it was j)is on pasche day,) 

and j)ore he made lus mone. 

Our lord apered to him soyn, 812* 

an alle in pn'uete, 

Bot whore & what fai saide 

nauther writen fynd wee. 

First to peter he aperyd 816* 

COTTON {insertion) 
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of his desciples alle, 

To gif yu8 ensaumple 

neuer in wanhope falle. 

IFrilWo of his disciples, 820* 

JL als f&i welk fat day 

To fe castel of Emaus^ 

08 it stode in fer way ; — 823* 

j)at was fro lemsalem os I ynderstand 

About seuen myle & a half, 

halden of ^at land ; — 

Of thinges fat were doyn 

])ai spake be-twix hom two, 828* 

lesua com him-self, 

& Yfiih ]>am con he go. 
What wordez are J>os," he saide, 
])at 3e to-gedir talk 1 832* 

Ful carfully me-think 

be fia way 30 walk, 

Whi 3e are moumand 1 i>tf98,ooLi] 

telles me fe cas.'' 886* 

])en answerd on of ])aim, 

his name was cleophas, 

*' Art ^ou not a pilgrim 

^at walkes here in land, 840* 

And als fro len^ealem 

me think })ou art comand, 

And knaws not of })o wonder's 8i8* 

Jat fere now late wore wroght 1 ** 

" What thinges 1 " quod our lord, 

for })ai 3it knew him noght. 

" Of iem nazarene," he saide, 

" Jat was a prophete treu 848* 

Both in word & dede, 

j)at god & man knew ; 

And how fe pn'nces & fe prestes, 

thorn fer fals rede, 862* 

COTTON (insertion) 



990 THB DISCIPLES (GOING TO EMMAUS) TELL JESUS, UNKNOWN, THE STORY OF HIS 
DEATH ; HE TALKS AND EATS WITH THEM. AFTER HE HAS GONE THET KNOW HUI, 



Gart him hang on rode 

and dampned him to j)e ded. 

We wend fat he alle Israel 

of woo sold haf hroght. 866* 

And now IsfiBfe thrid day 

fai all ]>is was wroght, 

Bot wymmen fiiajed yus foule 

with wordez fat }el saide, sec* 

fat were at his sepnlcre, 

fer he in graf was layde. 

)»ai saide aungels ])ai sa3e, 

and told yua soo ilkone, 364* 

And })at he was on-lif, 

and out of lus graf gone ! 

fen som of our felaghs 

went ynto f&t plas, 368* 

And als fe wymmen told 

^ai fand fat it so was. 

Bot him-self fond ])ai noght, [ooLi] 

ne more of him we knaw." 872* 

" A ! foyls," quod our lord, 

** ful latt are 30 to traw. 

In alle thinkez fat fe prophetz 

han spoken I-wIb, 876* 

Crist nede be-hode 

sufifer it for his. 

And 800 com til his ioy." 

and ftis he told gode wone 380* 

To fsLia first of moyses, 

and of fe prophetez ilkone. 

And expounded fe prophesyes^ 

thoru his hely lore, C* ms. proph«tjre8] 384* 

Of alle thingez fat wore writene 

and sayd of him by-fore. 

Als f ai come narre fe castelle, 

to-geder carpand soo, 388* 

COTTON (insertion) 



lesus mJade hom semblant 

OS he wald ferrer goo. 

Bot f ai eonstroyned him to dwells, 

pat he no farrer might, 892* 

And said, " sir, dwelle wtt^ yu^, 

for it is nerhand night. 

And j)e day is passed on, 

no &rrer may fou wyn.** aes* 

An pen our lord mildle 

wtt^ f am he went in, 

And vriih f am at pe mete he sat, 

euen be-twix hom twoo. 400* 

He blissed fe bred & after brak, 

and gaf it faim als-soo. 

And f e[n] he fro ]>am went 

an vanisth sodanly. 404* 

When j)ai him misse fai loked about, 

and saide j)is word in hy, 

" Was not our hert brennand in hus 

of ie«u fat was here, 408* 

fat with vs spake & schewed vits 

of liim fat writen were 1 " 

2 far eghen wore hid fat fai ne knew 

fat he was in fat stede, [*ieaf9ii,bk.coi.ij 

Als it was lus aughen wille, 413* 

til he brake f er brede. 

fen ros fai vp & forth went 

til leni^alem ful euene, 416* 

All to-geder fai fond fore 

his apostels elleuene. 

And other moo of his diciples, 

and told f am openly, 420* 

How fai sa3e crist & with him spake, 

on-liue ful verraily. 

And he was risen fro deed, 

and f us said fai fore, 424* 

COTTON (insertion) 



AND qO TO JERUSALEM TO TELL THE OTHERS. HE APPEARED AMONG OTHERS 991 
THE SAME DAT ; THET WERE ASTONISHED, BUT HE SHEWED THAT IT WAS HE INDEED. 



^at crist was risen & apered 

to peter a while be-fore. 

How he })am schewed ])e prophesies, 

pai told in ^ai stede, 428* 

And how )»at ])ai him knew 

thorn brekyng of J>er brede. 

^it apon ])e pasche day 

^is thing doyne it was, 482* 

^t he apered to j)oo twoo, 

Ink & cleophas. 

In-til a Strang plas for drede 

all ])e [apostels] wore goone, 436* 

And alle to-geder ])ai whore 

sanf thomas of ynde allone. 

IF 3it apon j)e same day 

he schewd to j)is men^e, 440* 

And stode amang hom alle^ 

and bad '' pees to 90W bee." 

^en were J^ai stoned ilkone, 

*' no drede," he saide, '* has 30, 444* 

Lokes side, hand, & fote, [coi. t] 

COTTON (insertion) 



fat I fe same [be] 

Gropes & sees oueralle, 

and knaw fat it be. 448* 

Spirit has nauther flesch ne bone 

as I now haf sothtly." 

3 it al j)at menje hade 

grete wonder in j)ar thoght, 452* 

" Haf 3e," quod our lord, 

" to p& mete dijt oght 1 " 

))ai bro3t som of arosted fische, 

a hony combe als-soo, *466 

Be-for hom he ete J^er-of, 

^Q relef gaf him froo 

Til ^sm ilkon, & saide 

" Jese are Je wordez, I-wis, 400* 

])at I haf spoken to 30W, 

for prophecy it is." 

And told how it writen was 

^at iera cr?st bode nede 464* 

Thole ded, & rise thridday, 

and bring til end his dede. 466* 

COTTON (INSKRTIOn) 
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992 THB JEVfS WARE ANQRT WITH JOSEPH FOR BURTIK6 CHRIST ; THET SENT MEN 
TO TAKE HIM AND OTHERS. BU^ NIOODBMUS, WHO WAB IN AUTHORITT, 



IF loseph, wen Je lews mat 

pat he hade doluen ie^ crista 17290 

Wrothe with him fai wore & wode, 

Alld for-menged in far mode. 

]>ai send aergantz for to nym 

both sir nichodem & him; 17294 

['And oper xij that for hym spake 

when they sought lesn with wrake, 

Alle they hem hid to queme 

But fori^ come Sir Nicodeme] 17298 

SY> nichodeme sone come ^an, 

als per pnnce & ouerman. 

[' he come to hem wtt^utyn spare 

As in her synagog they ware] 17302 

" say, 3e man mortherar so cms. 

How dare 30 come in godis hus ! '* 

pai said, '* bot what per-in dose ])ou 1 

pat hild agayns yus yrith iesu, 17306 

J)i part mot euer with liim be." 

" Amew, emien, amen," said he. 

IF fen com loseph of abaramathi, 

vnto fe lews & asked " qwy 17310 

Blame 3e me wit^uten pli3t, 

for I aman in graf di3t, 17312 

In a toumb pat was my nawen ? 

me think 3e haf to me misknawen 

of fat prophetz fat 30 gart hang, 

Als men say alle wit^ wrang." 17316 

*At fir wordes forth fai lepe, cif99^ooLi] 

And son laid hand on ioseph, 

fair lailers to faim fai cald, 17319 

And bad f am do him up at hald. 

In a hald in prisun state, t* ^2Id^\nV"* 

Bituixand efter fair sabat. 17322 

COTTON 
n From Laud MS. 416.] 



Off* loseph off* aramathy 
To speke now ipede wolle y 

Off"* Ioseph when f e iewis knew 
That he had buried swete Iesu 
wrothe wei* they to hym & wood 
And alle mengid in her mode 
They sent sergeauntee fen to nym 
Bothe Nicodeme and hym 
And of er xij that for hym spak* 
when they sought lesvi with wrake 
Alle they hem hid to queme 
But fori^ come Sir Kicodeme 
fifor he was ouyr the iewis fan 
As her prynce an hie man) 
he come to hem witA-outyn spar 
As in her Synagog they war* 
Ye men mvrdres he seid so crows 
how dai* ye come in goddee hows 
They seid what hei'-ynne dost pon 
That so hast spokyn for Iesu. now 
Thy part mote euyr with hym be 
Amen Amen euer seid he 
IF Also loseph of* Aramathie 
Come forth tho & askyd why 
That ye me wyte for I weH did 
wit^ Iceu body that I haue hid 
In a tomb was myn) owen) 
EuyH haue ye do wold ye be knowen) 
Of* that rightfuH that ye did hong 
And wroght hym mekyti wo wi t^ wrong* 
At thise wordee forth they leppe 
And leid hondee on loseph 
To calle laylars wei' they bold 
And bad do hym vp in hold 
do hym by kept in presoners estate 
Till yt be past oui' sabate 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 
I* MS. Ooff; Of tAoft Une$ be^n affain.^ 



REPROVED THEM. JOSEPH ASKS WHT THET BLAME HIM FOR USING HIS OWN 993 
TOMB j THE JEWS, ENRAGED, SPRANG ON HIM, AND PUT HIM IN PRISON. 

Of Joseph of aramathi : 
To speke now spede wol .1. 

Of Joseph whenwe fc lewes knew. 
})at he had buried swete ihesu, 
wrof e were f ei to him & wode 
And al menged in her mode 
J)ei sent sergeauntis ^enne to nym 
Bofe nychodeme & him 
And operQ twelue pat for hi?w spake 
whenwe f ei soujto ihc^u wij) wrake 
Alle pei hem hid take 3eme 
But forj) coom sir Nichodeme 
For he was ou^r J)o iewes J)an 
As her prmce an hy man 
He coom to hem wif oute?i spare 
As in her synagoge pei ware 
3e men murf ereres he seide so croiis 
How dar ^e com in goddes hous 
jpei seide what her In dost povr 
pat so hast spoken for ihe^u now 
jpi part mot euer wij> him be 
Amen amen amen seide he 
IT Also loseph of Aramathie 
Coom forj) po & asked whye 
pat 3e lAe wite for I wel dud 
WiJ) ihesvL body pat I haue hud 
In a toumbe was myn owen 
Euel haue 30 done wolde 3e be knowen 
Of pat netful J)at 3e dud honge 
And wrou3t hiw muchel wo wij> wronge 
At J>ese wordes forf J)ei lep 
And leide hondes soone on losep 
To calle layleres were J)ei bolde 
And bad do him vp in holde 
Do hirn be kepte in pmouws astate 
Til hit be past oure sabate 

TRINITY 



[0]f ioseph, quen pe iuus wist 1 7289 

J}at he had doluen ie^u crist, 
)jai wid him ful wrath & wod, 
And all formenged in pair mod. 
]>ai sent )}air sergantz forto nim 17293 
Bath sir nichodeme and him ; 
And opQT twelue ))at for him space 
Quen l^at ]>ai soght iesu. wid sake, 
Al fai hidd J)ai?w-8elf to 3eme, 17297 
Bot fort J)an come sir nichodeme. 
For he was ouer pe iuus J)an, 
Als fair jmns and ouer-man. 
He come to pfdm in fat siquar, 17301 
fat in fair sinagog f ai war. 
He said ** 3e men, murtherers sua curs, 
Hu dar 3e cum in goddes hus ! " 
f ai said, " bot quat f ar-in dos f u 1 
fat sua spac and held wid ie^u. 17306 
fi part mot euer and wid him be." 
" Amen, amen, amen," said he. 
Alsua ioseph of arimathi, [ooi. 2] 

C[u]me forth and sais me[n] " qui, 
wite 30 me, for i wele did 17311 

wid iesus bodi, fat i haue hid 
In a tumb fat was mine auen ? 
Ill haf 30 done wald 3e be knauen 
Of fat sight fat 30 did hang, 17315 
And wroght him mekil wa wid wra/ig." 
[A]t fir wordis forth f ai lepe. 
And sone laid hand on sir ioseph, 
fair iaioleris to faim fai cald, 17319 
And faim badd do him upp in hald, 
In a hald in presune state, 
Bituix and eftir fair sabate. 17322 
63 gOttingen 



994 THE JEWS WERE ANQRY WITH JOSEPH FOB BUBTINO JESUS. HE REPROVES THEV, 
AND REMINDS THEM THAT THBT TOOK THE BURTHEN OF HIS BLOOD ON THEMSELVES. 



'^ He has us doii despit and scam 
For-])i yee loke ]7at his licam 17324 
Be noght doluen under lame, 
Bot taght to heistes wild and tame.*' 
p&n said ioseph of aramathi, 17327 
" Me-thinc ye spek als did goli, 
pat vnder-tok to striue and fight 
Wit child dauid gain godd almight 
For godd had said gan 6i])en lang, 

* Mi-self es sett to wrek f e wrang.' 
Pilate was far, his* blod was blend, 
Qiien he wessen had liis hend, 17334 

* J)is man/ said he, * lele and godd, 
I am vn-saked of his blod,' 

And yeo me gaue to your ansuer, 

* Late us and urs f e birthen ber,* 
And als yee said, it sal i wene 1 7339 
On yow and yours bath be sene." 

f ai ledd ioseph, f aa bremli bald. 

To prisun in a stalworth hald, 

]7ar he o naman suld ha sight, 17343 

Ke nankins leme o dais light. 

For mete and drinc bath for to fast. 

And did to sper fe dors fast, 17346 

Locked bath wit-vto and in 

And seild wit )>air seiles tuin ; 

And sett fair waites faim a-bute, 

fat he suld nof er-quar get vte. 1 7350 

And cftir fail sabat f ai badd togedir, 

fat f ai suld all f aim gedir f ider 

For to lok al wit a rede, 

Hu to do ioseph to dedc. 17354 

[ 

no gap in the MSJ] 

f ai sperd fast wit lok and kai, 

fe seles als-sua fai bar away, 17358 

COTTON 



he hatti vs done dispyte Sc shame 
There-for loke that his licame 
Vnder ertho not by grave 
But takyn wild bestes to haue 
Then seid Ioseph of* Aramathie 
Me thynckyf ye speke as did goly 
That vnder-toke to stryve & figfet 
vriih dauy a-yen godde^ might 
God hath seid gone fait long 
My-self* shalle suflFcr the iewis wrowg 
Pilat was thet' but he was blend 
Whan he washyn had his hend 
he seid of this man trew & good 
I wilbe sakeles of* ht^ blode 
And ye hym yaf* to answere 
lete vs and ouris f e blame here 
Now yt shalle as I fulle wene 
On you and yours be alle sene 
They lad Ioseph as I haue told 
To preson in-to a strong hold 
There he of no man) shuld haue sight 
Ne no lym of dais light 
ffro mete and drynck for to fast 
And shyt the dorys at the last 
wit^-ynne and wlt/^-out lokyn so 
The lokkys asselid vfiih sells ij® [if i»] 
They sent spins also abowte 
That he shuld not passe out 
After hir sabot so to-gedir 
Alle wold they come thedtr 
ffor to loke att vfiHi oo rede 
ffor to do Ioseph to dede 
After that sabot-day was gon) 
Thedir come they euery-chon) 
vndid the lokkys weVi the key 
And als the selis did awey 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



THE PIERCE FELLOWS SHUT JOSEPH INTO PRISON ^THOUT POOD, LOCKED AND 995 
SEALED THE DOORS, SET A WATCH ON HIM^ AND COUNSELLED HOW TO KILL HIM. 



" He has done vs despite and schame 
For-)>i we loke fat his licame 17324 
Ne be noght doluen vnder lame, 
Bot taght to bestes wild and tame." 
[J)]an said ioseph of arimathi, 17327 
*' Me thine ^e speke als did goli, 
\>&t vnder-toke to striue said fight 
wid child daui again god of might. 
For god had said gone sij^en lang 
' Me self es sett to wirke fe wrang.* 
[Pjilate was far, his blode was blend, 
Quen pat he wassen had his hend. 
He said, ' of pis man lele and gode 
I am vnsakid for his blode,' 17336 
And 3e me gaue to yir ansuer, 
* Lat vs and vrs f e blame here,' 
And als ^e said, it sal i wene 
On ^u and juris bath be sene." 17340 
[)>]ai ledd ioseph, )>aa brimli bald, 
To prasune in a stalworth hald, 
pav he of na man suld haue sight 
Ne nanekin leme of dais light, 17344 
Fra mete and drinc ^at he suld fast, 
And did to spere ^e dons fast, 
Lockid bath widvten and in, PJJ^^ ^^* 
And selid wid ))air selis tuin ; 17348 
And sett pair waitcs par a-bute, 
fat he suld neuferquar win vte. 
And efkir pair sabath bad toged^re, 
})at f ai suld all ))aim geder de})ire 
For to loke all wid a rede, 17353 
Hu to do ioseph to dede. 

[ 

no gap in the IfSf.] 

vndid pair lock all wid })e kay, 
pQ selis alsua pai did away, 17358 
gOttinoen 



He hap vs don despit & shame 
ferfore loke pat his licame 
Vndir erfe not be graue 
But taken wilde bestes to haue 
)?en seide Joseph of aramathi 
Me )>inke je speke as dud goly 
\>at vudirtoke to stryue & fijt 
Wif dauid ajeyn goddes myjt 
God haj> seide gone ful longe 
Mi self shal suffre fe iewes wronge 
Pilate was J>ere but he was blende 
Whenne he wasshen had his hende 
He seide of ))is mon trewe.& gode 
I wol be sakles of his blode 
And je him jaf to vnswere 
lete vs & oures' f e blame here 
Now hit shal as I ful wene 
On jou & joures be al sene 
])ei ladde Ioseph as I haue tolde 
To pnsoun in to a strong holde 
])ere he of no mon shulde haue sijt 
Ny no leme of dayes lijt 
Fro mete & drinke for to fast 
And shutte ])e dores at pQ last 
Wif inne & wif oute loken so 
])e lokes asseled vrip seles two 
])ei sent aspies also aboute 
]>at he shulde not passen oute 
Afbir her sabat is to gider 
Alle wolde J)ei com fider 
For to loke alle wif o rede [leaf ic«] 
For to do Ioseph to dede 
Aftir ])at sabot day was gone 
])idur coom ])ei euerychone 
Vndud J>e lokes vf'ip fe key 
And als ])e sceles dud awey 

trinity 



996 BUT JOSEPH ESCAPED BT A MARVEL, FOR SEAL AND LOCK WERE FOUND FAST. 
NEW TIDINGS THAT AN ANGEL HAD LIFTED THE GREAT STONE FROM JESUS' TOMB. 



Bot ioseph, fat ])ai left had j^ar, 
Was son awai, bot ])ai ne wist ware ! 
Ful for-farled fan war fai, 17361 

fat fat ne wist quat to sai, 
For sele and lok all fast f ai fand, [coi. s] 
fe keis ])ani-€;elf fai had in hand. 



Bothe loseph that thei left there 
was awey they ne wyst wher* 
So ferd anci masicl tho stode they 
That they nyst what to sey 
Sele an($ lok* fast they foncl 
The key had they in her hond 



[77ie Resurrection of Christ] 



^ Quils fai spak f us o fat selcut, • 
A neu tifand fam com vncuth, 17366 
Sum faa knightes fat war sent 
Al for to kepe f e monument ; 
And tald fam hu of angels an 17369 
Had lifted a-way fat mikel stan ; 
His clething als f e suan his suire, 
And his cher lik was slaght o fire, 
''fis angel saitt apon fat stan, 17373 
For drede we fell als dede ilkan, 
To f aa wiwimen fat iesum soght 
We herd be said, * nc dredes nogbt, 
Yee seke fe bodi o ie^u, 17377 

Raisd es he, and nogbt or nu.* 
His wordes wel we vnderstode, 
* lesuSy be said, * was don on rode, 
Es risen als he for-wit said, 17381 
Los here f e sted quar be was laid. 
Bot til disciplis bis sai yee, 
Fra ded to lijf fat risen es be, 17384 
And bidd fam wend to galileo, 
Als be for-tald fai sal him se.' 
Of us ne tbar yow nogbt mistrau, 
For fus it was als we tel yow." 17388 
IT fan fai badd be-for bam call 
fat gett f e tboru f e knightes all, 
** Qwat war f aa wimmen, wat yee, or 
qi^fenl 17391 

COTTON 



While they speke of* f is selcowf e 
A new tydyng hem come to mowfe 
Oon of* the knyghte^ that were sent 
ffor to kepe the monument 
Told hem that of* angils oon) 
had lyft awey the grave-ston) 
That clothid was as snow shir* 
And his semblaunt like to ffyi' 
This angiH satte hym on f e stone 
ffor drede we fille doune dede echon) 
To tho women that le^u sought 
be bad they shuld drede nought 
ye seke the body of lesxx dere 
Rcsyn is be / be is not her* 
bis worded wele we vnderstond 
lesu that on Crosse did hong 
is resyn as be by-fore seid 
lo here the stede he was in leid 
But to \iis dissiplis sey ye 
ffrom dethe to lyff* vp-resyn is be 
Byd hem to Galile go fuUe riglit 
To se hym tbei' as he hem bight 
This knjght seid leve yt wele 
That I baue told euery dele 
IT Then tbey bad by-fom) liem calle 
That kept the grave the knygbte^ alle 
what wei' tho wymmen that hym 
sought 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



THE SOLDIERS TELL HOW THE ANGEL, WHITE AS SWAN's NECK, SAT THERE; 997 
HOW THE WOMEN GAME, AND HOW HE SAID JESUS WAS RISEN. THE JEWS ASK MORE. 



Sot ioseph, ]}at ]>ai loft had ])are, 
Awai was, jjai ne wist quzjjer ne qtwtre ! 
FulferUd aU fan war fai, 17361 

fat f ai ne wist neuer quat to say, 
For sele and look all fast ))ai fand, 
fe cay faim seluen had in hand. 



But loseph fat fei lafte fere 
Was av.'ey f ei ne wiste where 
So ferde & mased f o stood f ai 
\)at f ei nuste what to say 
Seel & lok fast f ei fond 
\)e kaye had f ei in her hond 



[T7ie Resurrection of Christ.^ 

[Q]uilcs f ai spek f us of f is selcuth, If whil f ei speke of f is selcouf 
A new tifand fair^i come vncuth. 
Sum of f e knightes fat war sent 
All forto 3eme fe monument ; 17368 
And tald f aim of angelis ane 



Had lifted awai fat mekil stane ; 
His clething als f e suannes suyre, 
And his chere like slaght of fire.^ 
" f is angel sat apon f e stane, p ms. flr«] 
For drede we fell als dede ilk ane. 
To faa wimmen fat ieaua soght 17375 
He said, we herd, * ne dredis noght, 
je seke f e bodi of ie^u, 
Kesin he es, a/td noght here nu.' 
His wordis wele we vndcrstand, 
* lesuSy fat on crois hij hang, 17380 
£3 resen, als he forwid said. 
Lo ! here f e stede quar he was laid. 
Ik>t till his desciplis sai 3e9 
Fra dede to lijf vp-resen es he, 17384 
And bidd faim wend into galile, 
Als he for said f ai sal him se.' 
Of Ys ne thar 3U noght mistrou Ceoi. s] 
For fus it es als we tell ju." 17388 
fan f ai badd bifor faim call 
fat kcpte fe graue fe knightes all, 
" Wate je quat faa wimmen ware or 
quefeni 17391 

03TTINGEN 



A new tif ing hem coom to mouf 

Oon of f o kny3tis fat were sent 

For to kepe f e monument 

Toldc hem fat of au^gels one 

Had lifte awey f e graue stone 

]?at clof ed was as snow shire 

And his semblant like to fire 

]}is aungel set him on f e stone 

For drede we fel doun dede vchone 

To f o wymmen fat ihcm soujt 

He bad f ei shulde drede nou3t 

3e seke f e bodi of ihe^n dere 

Kisen is he be is not here 

His wordis wel we vndirstonde 

Hie^u fat on cros dud honge 

Is risen as he bifom seide 

Lo here f e stud he was in leide 

But to his disciplis saye 30 

From def to lif vp risen is he 

Bidde hem to galile go ful ri3t 

To se him f ej'e as he hem hi3t 

Jjis kny3t seide leue hit wele 

J)at I haue tolde euerydele 

IT Jjenne f ei bad bifom hem calle 

\>ai kepte f e graue f e kny3tis alio 

what were fo wymrwen fat him 

30U3t 

TRINITY 



998 THE SOLDIERS DID NOT KNOW THE WOMEN. THE JEWS SWEAR THEY DO NOT 
BELIEVE THEIR STORT, ON WHICH THE SOLDIERS SAT THET ARE UNBELIEVERS. 



Quin had yee broght Jam wit yow 
fej^en?" 17392 

"Jwia wimmen knauwe noght/'coth f ai, 
** Als we war ded all dun we lai, 
Quen we self war vte o maght, 17395 
Hu suld ]7ai ^an for us be laght 1 '' 
]>an suar ]}aa luus and war ful wrath, 
" Drightin liues ! " — J>is was J^air ath, 
"We trou yow noght, wijt yee ful wel, 
Your sagh es lese, euer-ilk del." 17400 
If ^e knightes ansuerd to ]}aa luus, 
" Yee ar fe folk fat ai mistruus, 
Quen ye sagh him forwit your sight, 
Sua mani maistris mak o might 
Bath herd and sene o fat iesxiy 17405 
Na selcuth yee us wil noght tru. 
Yee said ar we it vnderstode, ^^i^i^*^* 
f e lauerd liues yee did on rode, 
For we omen haf herd be said, 17409 
Joseph, fat in Ids thrugh hira laid, 
Yee luked under lok and sele, 
fat nan yow m'oght of him bitell. 
Bot yee him mist far alsun, 17413 
Als your steckles war vndon. 
If yee fan rightwisli wil deme, 
Yeild vs ioseph fat yee suld yeme, 
And we sal iesii yeld wit dett 17417 
fat in his grafe we suld ha gett." 
IT f c luus said, " ici?u yeild yee, 
We sal yeild ioseph yee sal se, 
We wat quar ioseph es al bun, 
In aramathi, his aun tun." 17422 

IT f e knightes said, " if ioseph be 
In aramathi, his aun cite, 
fan dar we sai o if^u fat he 
Es redi stad nu in galilee. 17426 

COTTON 



why ne had ye hem w*t^ you 

brought 
we knew hem nought f o seiJ they 
As we wei* dede alle doune we ley 
when we wei* so out of might 
how shuld they for vs be kytfi 
Then swoi* f o iewis fat wei* wroth 
By levyng goJ fat was her oth 
Beleve you not wete it wett 
Your* sawis bene fals eu^ dele 
The knyght6« answenJ alle in greve 
ye ar euyr in mysbyleve 
When ye hym sie byfoi* youi* sight 
So many mastries made of* might 
Bothe har<J and sene of* hym now 
No marvayle though ye vs not trow 
They seid wele we yt vnderstond 
The lord levyth ye did on rode 
Also we haue of* men hard seid 
Ioseph that in tomb hym leid 
ye diddyn hym \nder lok* and sele 
That he awey shuld not stele 
But ye hym myssid right sone 
And non) off^ youi* dorys vndon) 
Thus if* ye rightwysly wille deme 
Yeldyth Ioseph ye hadi to yeme 
And we shulle yeld lesxx sone 
Into oui' kepyng that was done 
The iewis seid lesus yeld ye 
And we shulle losep ye shulle se 
We wote where Ioseph is alboun) 
In Aramathy his oune tonne 
The knyghtes seid if* Ioseph be 
In Aramathy his owne Cite 
Then dai^ we sey off* le^u fat he 
is redy now in galile 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



THE SOLDIERS HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT JESUS LIVES, AND THAT JOSEPH HAS 999 
BEEN LOCKED UP. THE JEWS WILL GIVE UP JOSEPH IF THEY WILL GIVE UP JESUS. 



Qui no had 30 broglit faim wid 3U 
fefewr' 17392 

** J)a vrimmen knau we noglit/* said fai, 
" Ala we war dede alle dune we lay, 
Quen we self war vte of maght, 
Hu suld fai fan for vs be laght 1 " 
))an suar ]>a iuus j^at war wrath, 17397 
** Drightin lines ! " — J)is was fair ath, 
" we tru 3U noght, witt ^e wele, 
3ur saues er les, euer-ilk-a dele.** 
[)>]aa knightes ansuerd to )>a iuus, 
" ^e er ]}at folk ))at ai mistrouis, 17402 
Quen 3e him sau forwid jur sight, 
Sua mani maistris make of might 
Bath herd and sene of ]>at ie^u, 17405 
'No selcuth 3ee vs will noght tru. 
He said are wele we vnderstode, 
Jje lauerd Hues je did on rode, 17408 
For we of men has herd and said, 
loseph, ]}at in tumb him laid, 
3e lokid vnder lock and sele, 
))at nane 3U suld of hi?n bitele. 17412 
Bot 3e him mist ]>ar alsone, 
ALs all 3ur stedis had bene vndone, 
|)an if 30 reghtwisli will deme, 
jeild vs ioseph ]}at 3e suld 3eme, 
And we sal ie^u 3eild >vid dett 17417 
]}at in his graue we suld haue gett.** 
pe iuus said J^an, ** iesus 3eild 30, 
we sal 3eild ioseph pat ^e sal se, 
we wat quar ioseph es all bune, 
In arimathi, his auen tune.** 17422 
[}>]e knightes said, " if ioseph be 
In arimath, his auen cite, 
J^an far we sai of iesn fat he SSl'V* 
Es redi stadd in galile. 17426 

oOttingen 



why nadde 30 hem wif 30U brou3t 

We knew hem not f seide fei 
As we were deed al doun we lay 
when;te we were so out of my3t 
How shulde fei for vs be ki3t 
Jjenne swor f o iewes fat were wroof 
Bi lyuynge god fat was her oof 
We lyue 30U not wite hit wel 
30ure sawes ben fals euery del 
po kny3tis vnswerede alle in greue 
36 are euer in mis bileue 
Wlien/ie 30 \wn say bifore 3oure si3t 
So mony maistries made of my3t 
Bof e herde & sene of him now 
No merueil f ou3e 3e vs not trow 
J5ei seide wel we hit vndirstoode 
pQ lord lyuef 3e dud on rode 
Also we haue of men herde seide 
loseph fat in toumbe him leide 
3e duden him vndir lok & sele 
J5at he awey shulde not stele 
But 3e him misten aftir soone 
And none of 30iire dores vndone 
J)us if 3e ri3twisly wol deme 
3eldef loseph 3e had to 3eme 
And we shul 3elde ihe^u soone 
Into oure kepyng fat was doiwr 
pG iewes seide ihesus 3elde 30 
And we shul loseph we shul se 
We woot where loseph is al boun 
In aramathy his owne toun 
pe kny3tis seide if loseph be 
In aramathi his owne cite 
pemie dar we saye of ihe^i fat he 
Is redy now in galile 

TRINITY 



1000 THE jews' brows GREW BLACK AT THE NEWS OF THE RISINO OF JESUS. THET 
RESOLVED TO BRIBE THE SOLDIERS NOT TO SPREAD IT^ BUT TO TELL A LIE ABOUT IT. 



f is sothsau fan er we bald, 17427 

Als fe angel to J^aa wimmen tald." 

IT Wit fis word scorned fan fe luus, 

To blacken fan bigan fair brous, 

To-gedir fai fam-selucn drogh, 17431 

" Nu es ua nede o rede i-nogh, 

Bot we ne be-warr wit-stand in time, 

Yon ie^u all sal ger tru in him, 17434 

Ne late we nener f is tifand spred 

All be we scent, fat godd for-bede. 

fir knightes we sal giftes bede, 

And we sal ditt fair muthes wit mede." 

IT A sume o penis gadird fai, 17439 

And gaf fa knightes for to sai 

Til all fat f am wald tifand frain. 

At sai and ansuer f am a-gain, 

At quils bi night on-slcpe fai lai 

Men com and stale ie^u a-wai ; 17444 

And said, " if nni man yow witte, 

"We sal yow saue and mak yow q?//te." 

IF Alas ! alas ! o couaitis. 

Sua mani war it mas vn-wis ! 17448 

It reues rightwisnes his wai. 

And lettes man f e soth to sai. 

For tor es right wai to find 

To man fat in sight es blind, 17452 

Qz^n giftes has for-don f e sight, [coi. 2] 

Qua mai fan folu f e real o right. 

Bot iesn crist fat rightwis es. 

And al he self es sothfastnes, 17456 

f of it neuer haf lasted sua lang, 

A-wai to wrenk he dos f e wrang, 

And sothfastnes, qtien fals es fledd, 

Halds foluand forth his sted. 17460 

fan sal falshed be fulli feldd, 

Wit all f «t wit him heilded or held. 

COTTON 



Off* this sothe sawe ai* we bold 
The angiH so to the woman told 
Of* tliise worded drad the iewis 
To blake tho bygoh) her browis 
To councele sone were they brought 
Now is vs nede of redy thong&t 
* But we wythstond be tyme now 
I(?jni shalle make alle to hym bow 
Yff* we let this tydyng sprede ^* £^3^ 
Alle be we shent fat may we drede 
Thise knyghtft? anon) we yeftc* bede 
That we may stoppe her mowf e vriili 
A somme of* pens gadird they L^^® 
And yaff* to knyght<»« for to sey 
To alle that wold hem tydyng frayne 
To answer* hem pus ageyh) 
While we be nyght in slepe lay 
lesus meyne come and hym stole away 
They seid it eny man you wyte 
This may you save and make quyte 
Alas that tyme of covetyse 
So many men yt makyth vnwyse 
hyt revyth rightwysnes his wey 
And lettyth men the sothe to sey 
Right may come to nou) end 
Thei"* covetyse man hath blend 
When yefte^ haue for-done the sight 
how may men folow fe rule of' right 
But Iciju Cryst that rightwys is 
And alle hym-self* sothefastnes 
Though yt lette neuer so long 
AUe-wey to wrecche he doth the wrong 
And sothefast when fals is fled 
Iloldyth forth his owne stede 
Then shalle falshed be fallid in feld 
wit^ alle f o that vrtVt hym held 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



ALAS ! COVETOUSNESS BUNDS MEN ! GIFTS TURN PROM THE RULE OF RIGHT 1001 
AND TRUTH. BUT CHRIST WILL FELL FALSEHOOD, AND TRUTH WILL HAVE PLACE. 



of J) is soth-sau fan er we bald, 17427 
Als fe angel to faa wimmen tald." 
[QJuid j?is word dred }>ir iuus, 
To blaken ])an bigan ]>air bruus, 
To-gider sone ]}ai ]}aiin broght, 
" Nq es vs nede of redi thoglit, 17432 
Bot we bewar widstand in time, 
foil ie^ii sal gere all tru in hime, 
If we late oufer pis tifand sprede 
All be we schent, fat godd forbedo. 
fir knightes sal w^e giftes bede, 17437 
And we sal ditt fair muth wid me(\e.** 
[A] sum of penis fan gadrid f ai, 
And gaue f e knightes forto say 
Till all fat wald f ai?w tif and fraine. 
To sal and ansucr f aim againe, 
Qiiilis bi night on-slepe fai lay 17443 
legVL men come and stale a-wai ; 
And said, " if ani man 3U wite, 
3e sal 3U saue and make 3U quite." 
[Ajllas ! alias ! of couaytise, 
Sua mani war it mas unwise ! 17448 
It rewis rightwisnes his way, 
And lettes f aim f e soth to say. 
For tor it es right wai to find, 
To man fat couaitis has blind, 17452 
Quen giftes has for-done fe sight, 
Qua mas fan folu f e reule of right. 
Bot ie^u crist, fat rightwis es, 
And all him-self es sothfastnes, 17456 
f ogh it neuer hane lated sua lang, 
Awai to wreke he dos f e wrang, 
And sothfastnes, quen fals es fiedd, 
Haldes foluand forth his stede. 
fan sal falsed be fulli feld, 17461 
wid all fat til him heilded or held. 

GOTTINGEN 



Of f is sof sawe are we bolde 

pe auwgel so to f e wym7»en tolde 

Of f ese wordes drad f e iewes 

To blake f bigon her brewes 

To couTtsel soone were f ei brou^t 

Kow is vs nede of redy f ou3t 

But we wifstonde bityme now [ifi06,bkj 

Ihesus shal make al to him bow 

If we lete f is tif ing sprede 

Alle be we shent fat may we drede 

Jjese kny3tis anoon we ^iftis bede 

Jjrttwemaystoppoher moufeswif mede 

And som?;ie of pens gedered fei 

And 3af f kny^tis for to sei 

To alle fat wolde hem tif ing freyne 

To vnswere hem f us a3eyne 

whil we bi ny^te in slepe lay 

Ihesun meyne coom & him stale away 

j)Qi seide if any mon 30U wite 

))\a may 30U saue & make quyte 

Alias fat tyme of couetiso 

So mony men hit makef vnwise 

Hit reuef ri3twisnes his wey 

And lettef men f e sofe to sey 

Ei3t may com to noon ende 

f)at couetise mon haf blende 

Whenwe 3iftL3 haue fordone f e si3t 

How may men folwe f e reule of ri3t 

But ihesvi cnst fat ri3twis es 

And al him self of sof fastenes 

j5ou3e hit lette neuer so longe 

Alwey to wreche he dof f e wronge 

And soffaste whenne fals is fled 

Holdef forf his owne sted 

penne shal falshede be falde in feldo 

Wif alle f fat wif him helde 

TRINITY 



1002 TUE8E MEN WERE fiOUOHT OVER TO HIDE THE TRUTH, AND DID 80 ; fiUT THET 
FARED ILL WHEN THE NEWS GAME OUT. FOR THREE MEN CAME OUT OF JUDEA, 



Sua did ]>ir knightes i of mele, 17463 
f&i war for-boght )>e soth to hele, 
A Is Jjai war for-boght sua fai did, 
))at ])ai bath herd and sagh ]}ai hidd. 
And said, als ^am was bidden sai, 
lesn cors was stoln awai. 17468 

Bot wat yee far-wit quat J>ai wan 
Scencip and scam o mani man, 
O man ]>ai wan scencip and scam, 
And o ]}air luueword tint ])e nam. 
AU fals sal far fat ilk wise, 17473 
And euer sal rightwisnes vprise, 
Ful wa f am was f aa wreches wick, 
Quen f is tifand bigan to thik. 
For in fat siquar vte o ludee 
Com moned men to faim thre, 17478 
And til fat folk tald all bidene, 
fat fai had wit fair eien sene. 
" Jesus," fai said, '* yee to ded did, 
Sittand his disciplis mid 
Wee sagh on mont of oliuete, 17483 
And said to f aim, * mi bref er suete, 
Yee sal wend nu ouer al f is werld. 
And sais als yee haf sene and herd. 
All fat will tru and baptim tak, 
Sal saued be of all fair wrak.' 17488 
Quen he fam had f is talking teld. 
Til heuon he stei, we all bi-held." 
IF f e prestes and fas of er aid 
Said to fam fis tifand tald, 17492 
" And der yee suer, for godds blis, 
fat yee herd and sagh al fis 1 " 
" Ya, certanli, fat soth it es 
We tak drightin til vr wittnes. 17496 
If we ne soth said, qiiai suld we win 1 
For-soth nanofer thing bot sin." 

COTTON 



So didf thise knygbte^ that I of* mele 
Yefte^ made hem the soth to hele 
As mede hem bad so then they did 
That they hard andf sie they hid 
They seid as hem was bedyn sey 
That le^u corse was stolyn a-wey 
But after that there-with thy wonne 
Shentship and shame of* many a man) 
Men seid hem after muche shame 
And of her trowthe lost the name 
Alle fals shuUe ffai' on that wyse 
And euyr shalle rightwysnes vp-ryse 
Wo was hem tho wrecchis wyk* 
When thi> tydyng by-gon to quyk* 
IT In that tyme out of* lude 
Off* walkyng men wei* comyn thre 
To that folk* told they alle by-dene 
That they had with her eien sene 
lesus they seid to dethe ye did 
Syttyng his dissiplis amyd 
We sey on mount of* Olyuete c^Ms.on] 
he seid to hem brethir swete 
ye shalle wend ouyr alle fis world 
And preche that ye haue sene & heni 
Alle that yt levyth and baptyn take 
ShuUe savid be of* alle her sake 
When he had this tale hem teld 
To heuyn he stie we alle by-held 
The prestes and thise of er old 
Seid to hem that thtV tale told 
Dai^ ye swer* the sothe y-wys 
That ye hard and sie alle this 
They seid certeyn) the sothe it is 
We take god fully to wytnes 
But we sothe seid what shuld we wyn 
flforsothe no-thyng but opyn synne 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



AND TOLD THAT THEY HAD SEEN JESUS, SITTING ON MT. OLIVET, TALKING, 1003 
AND THAT HE THEN ROSE TO HEAVEN. THEY SWORE IT WAS TRUE, WHY NOT 7 



Sua did fir knightes i of mele, M. s] 
J^ai war for gifte pe soth to hele,17464 
Als J>ai war forboght sua ]}ai did, 
J>at ]}ai bath herd and sau )>ai hid. 
And said, als f aim was bidden sai, 
lesn cors was stolin awai. 17468 

Bot wate ^e quat J>ai f ar-wid wan 
Schenschip and chame of mani a man. 
Of me/2 psd wan schenschip and schame, 
And of ]>ar leute tint pe name. 17472 
All fals sal fare on pat ilk wise. 
And eu^ sal right wisnes vp-rise, 
Ful wa faim was J>aa wrechis wick, 
Quen ]}is ti))and bigan to thick. 
[I]n fat siquar vte of iude 17477 
Of moned men was comen thre, 
And till fat folk tald all bidene, 
fat fai had wid fair eien sene. 17480 
" lesus,^* fai said, " fat je to dedo did, 
Sittand his desoiplis emid 
We sau on mont of oliuete, 1 7483 
And said to f aim, * mi breder suete, 
36 sal nu wend ouerall f is werld, 
And sai als ^e haue sene and herd, 
All fat will trou and baptim take, 
Sal sauned be of all fair sake.' 17488 
Quen he f aim had f is talking teld, 
To heuen he stei, we all biheld." 
[f ]e preistes And fas of er aid 
Said to faim fis tifand tald, 17492 
** And dar je suere, for godes blise, 
fat 3e bath herd and sau all f ise ? ** 
** 3a, sertainli, fat sotb it es 
we take drightin til vr witnes. 17496 
If we ne said soth, qitat suld we win ? 
For-soth na-thing bot sin." 
oOttingen 



So dude f ese kny3ti8 fat I of mele 
3ifti3 made hem f e sof e to hele 
As mede bem bad so f enrte f ei dud 
pat f ci herde & say f ei hud 
pei seide as hem was boden sey 
pat ihesu cors was stolen awey 
But aftir fat f erwif f ei won 
Shenshepe & shame of mony mon 
Men seide hem aftir muchel shame 
And of her treuf e loste f e name 
Alle false shul fare on fat wise 
And euer shal rijtwisnes vp rise 
Wo was hem f wrecches wik 
whenwe fis tif ing bigon to quyk 
IF In fat tyme out of Inde 
Of walkynge men were comen f re 
To fat folke tolde f ei al bi-dene 
pat f ei had wif her e3en sene 
Ihestis fei seide to def e 36 didde 
Sittyng his disciplis amyddo 
We say on mount of olyuete 
He seide to hem bref ere swete 
Je shul wende oner al fis word 
And preche pat ^q haue seen & herd 
Alle fat hit leuef & bapteme take 
Shul saued be of al her sake 
Whenne he had fis tale hem telde 
To heuen he stei3e we alle bihelde 
pe prestis & f ese of ere olde 
Seide to hem fat fis tale tolde 
Dar 3e swere f e sof e I-wis 
pat 3e herde & say al fis 
])ei seide certeyn f e sof d hit is 
we take god fully to witenes 
But we sof seide what shulde we w}Tine 
Forsof e no f ing but open synne 

TRINITY 



1004 THB JEWS BRIBED THESE THREE HEN ALSO TO CONCEAL THE XEWS. THEY 

GATHERED IN COUNCIL, QRIEyiNa AND PERPLEXED. 



Wit f is J>e maisters suith up stert, JJi^^j 

]}is word ]>am satt ful sar til hert, 

111 consail ]}ai )>aa thre men ledd, 

Wit godds lai fai paxa for-bedd, 

And coniurd )>aim, be godds lao, 

fis words neuer mar to scau, 17504 

pat )>ai ]}am tald had o i^u. 

" J>ir giftes far-for giue we yow," 

And gaf ]}am giftes gret to spend, 

And thre men wit ))air thre ])ai send 

Ilame to )>air land p&m for to ledd, 

Ar ))air ti})and suld ferrer spredd. 

fe luus drogh Jam to-gedir J>an, 

A sari soruing pai bigan, 17512 

And said, " quat talking mai fis be 

In israel, an ur contre." 

Bot anna and caiphas, ]>ir tua, 

pat mast soght iesn for to sla, 17516 

To comforth J>am pat J>ai sagh care, 

" Do wai," f ai said, " dos sua na mar, 

Quer we pQ knightes agh to tru, 

pat gett pe graue o pat iesn, 

J)at tald us f(/t of angels an 17521 

Had lifted of ]}e graue pe stan. 

His disciplis al mai wel fall, 

Said sua to J^aa knightes all, 

And gaf pom giftes sua to sai, 

Quils J>ai his bodi bar a- wai, 17526 

And leied pat f ai sagh him rise. 

For-soth it es nanoif er wise, 

For giftes gret of us pax tok, 

And noght of urs jjai for-sok, 17530 

Als we fam badd or wald bidd, 

Wel wat yee pat f ai sua did. 

Bot faim bird better for to bou 

fair trouth til us fan to ie^u." 17534 

COTTON 



With this the mastirs tho vp-etert 
This world hem satte sore at hert 
To couficele tho i\j' men they led 
On goddes half* they hem for-bed 
They kuryd hem by goddes aw 
Thise worded no more to shaw 
That nevyr of Ie«i moi* spokyn be 
There-foi* they yaf" hem muche mone 
They yaf« hem yefte* grete to spend 
And thre men they wit/t hem sen I 
To her lond home for to lede 
ffor yt shuld no farther sprede 
IT The iewLs drew to-gedir then) 
And sory sorowyng they be-goii) 
They seid what tokyn may thw be 
In Israeli in om' centre 
But Anna and Cayfas thise ij® 
That most sought Ie«u to slo 
To comfort hem that were in care 
Do wey they seid let be youi* fare 
We shulle not tho knyghte* trow 
That kept the grave of* le^u now 
They vs told of* angils oon) 
had lyftyd of* his graue the ston) 
his dissipils weti may SM 
Seid so to tho knyghtes alle . pear im] 
And yaf* hem yeftc* so to sey 
wliile they his body bar' awey 
They lied that they say hym ryse 
ffor-sothe it is non) ojjer wyse 
ffor yefte<; grete of* vs they toke 
And nought of* ouris they for-soke 
As we hym bad or wille byd 
Wele ye wote that so they did 
But rathir shuld they to vs take 
Then to Jesa for oui* sake 

FAIRFAX (lAVD MS.) 



ANNA AND CAIAPHAS, TO COMFORT THEM« OAST. DOUBTS ON THE TRUTH OF 1005 
THE soldiers' STORT, AND THOUGHT THEY HAD BEEN BRIBED BT THE DISCIPLES. 



wid fis pe maistris suith vp stirt, 

yis word ]>aim satt ful sare to herte, 

In consaile fai faa thre men ledd, gj^y^* 

wid goddes lai fai faim forbedd, **^ *^ 

And coniured J>aiin, bi goddes lau, 

}>ir wordis nenermare to schau, 

^at ))ai ^aim had tald of ie^u. 17505 

" J>ir guiftes her for-giue we ju," 

And gaf ]>aim giftes grete to spend, 

And thre men wid ]>aa thre )>ai send, 

Hame to faie land )>aim for to lede, 

Are )>air ti)>and sold ferrer sprede. 

[J)]e iuus f aim drou togeder fan, 

And sari soruing ]}aim bigan, 17512 

And said, '* quat takening mai pis be 

In israel, in vr contre." 

Bot anna and cayphas, fir tua, 

fat mast soght ie*t« forto sla, 17516 

To conford J>aiw fai sau in care, 

" Do wai," fai said, " dos sua no mare, 

Quefer we fe knightes aght to tru, 

fat gett f e graue of fat iesu, 

fai tald vs fat of angelis ane 17521 

Had lifted of his graue f e stane. 

His desciplis wele mai falle, 

Said sua till fa knightes aUe, 

And gaue f aim giftes sua to sy, 

Quilis fai liis bodi bar away, 17526 

And lieid fat fai sau him rise. 

For-soth it es nanof er wise. 

For giftes grete of vs fai toke. 

And noght of vres fai forsoke, 17530 

Als we f aim badd or wold bidd, 

wele 3e wat fat sua fai did. 

Bot f aim bird beter for to bu 

fair thoght till vs fan to iesvL." 17534 

0<^TTINGEN 



Wif f is f maistris f o vp stert 

pia word hem sat sore at hert 

To couwsel f o f re men f ei ledde 

On goddes babie f ei hem forbedde 

pel co72iured hem bi goddes awe 

Jjese wordis no more to shawe 

pat neuer of ihe^u more spoken be 

Jjerfore f ei ^af hem muchel mone 

Jjei jaf hem jiftis grete to spende 

And fro men f ei wif hem sende 

To her londe hem for to lede 

For hit shulde no furf er sprede 

IF pe iewes drow3e to gider f on 

And sory sorwyng fei bigon 

^ fei seide what token may f is be 

In israel in oure cuntre ^U^[i?^J'^^]' 

But Anna & caiphas f ese two 

pat moost sou^t ihesn to slo 

To coumforte hem fat were in care 

Dowey fei seide let be joure fare 

We shal not f o kny3tis trowe 

pat kepte f e graue of ihc«u nowe 

Jjei vs tolde of au^igels one 

Had lifted of his graue f e stone 

His disciples wel may falle 

Seide so to f o kny^tis alle 

And 3af hem 3ifti8 so to say 

Whil fei his bodi bar away 

J)ei lyed fat fei say him rise 

Forsof e hit is noon of ey-e wise 

For 3iftis grete of vs fei toke 

And nou3te of cures fei forsoke 

As we hem bad or wolde bidde 

Wel 30 woot fat so fei didde 

But raf 6r shulde fei to vs take 

fen to ih<?^ for oure sake 

TRINITY 



1006 ^ICODEMUS SPOKE NEXT, WARKINO THEM TO FEAR GOD. HB RECALLS WHAT 
THE THREE MEN TOLD, ALSO HOW ELUAH WAS TAKEN INTO HEAVEN. 



Vp-stode and said sir nichodeme, 
** God men, for goddes luue tas yeme 
Quat yee sai, and sais bot right, 17537 
And has sum drednes o your dright ; 
Ne herd yee quat fis thre men said, 
And on your lai ]}air hend })ai laid 
And suar, J>at J>ai and ojjer fele 17541 
Sagh ie^m wit his meigne mele 
And stei up in a littel stunt [col s] 
Til heuen fra oliueto J>e mont 1 
And hali storis tols and sais 
fat hclias, in aid dais, 17546 

Was taken up als vnto heuen, — 
I-nogh ha yee herd far-of neuen ; — 
His sun men asked iiuai he was cum- 
men, 17549 

• And he J>am said he was be-nu7nmen, 

* Eeft awai for-soth es he 

* Kefb,* coth f ai, ' hu mai fis be 1 
Mai fall sum gast awai him ledd. 
And es vnto J>e felles fledd. 17554 
In israel er hei felles. 

|)ar es he soth and no)?er elles : 
Bot chese we dughti men and lele 
To seke fe montz of israel.* 17558 
fai praid his sun him ga to seke. 
And he went and ofer men him eke, 
Bot qnen J>ai thre dais had him soght, 
Na tifand hame of him f ai broght. 
For-fi," said nichodeme, to jjaa, 17563 
" Mi rede es if yee redo nu sua, 
Yee seke jjaa felles all to-gedir, 
fat iesus be noght rauist fider, 17566 
fat if we find him far wit chaunce 
We mai do for ur plight penance." 

COTTON 



IT Then stode vp and seiJ Nicodeme 
Goo<l men for goddes love take yeme 
what ye sey and seit& but right 
And dredyth som-what god alle-might 
Herd ye not what thise thre men seid 
And on youi' law hir bond thei leid 
They swoi* that they and ofer fele 
Say lesu. yriiJi his meyne mele 
And stie vs fro feire and swete 
fifrom the mount off* Olyuete 
And holy story tellyth and sayes 
That Ely by old dais 
was takyn vp as into heuyn) 
Muche bane ye herd ther^-of nemyn) 
his Sonne men askyd where be was 

by-com) 
And he hem seid was hym by-nomyn) 
Baft awey forsothe is he 
how they seid may thw be 
May be sum gost awey hym led 
And so to wyldyrnes is fled 
In IsraeH bene grete fellis 
There is he so the and now-whei^ ellis 
But chese we dowghty men and lele 
To seche tho fellis off* Israelle 
They went forth hym to seke 
his Sonne and othir men eke 
Wlien they iij* daies had hym sought 
"No tydyng* home of* hym they brought 
Therfoi' seid Nicodeme tho 
My rode is now yf ye witt so 
ye seke tho fellis alle to-gethir 
that lestis be not raveshid thedir 
And if* we fynd hym thei* by chaufice 
we may do for our^ synne penaufice 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



MBN COULD NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT HAD BKOOMB OF ELIJAH, AND THEY 1007 
SOUGHT HIM IN THE HILLS. " SEEK JESUS NOW ALL THROUGH THE HILLS." 



[V]p-8tode J>an and said nichodeme, 
" Gode men, for goddes luue tas 3 erne 
Quat 30 sai, and sals bot right, 17537 
And has sum drednes of vr drighl ; 
Ne herd 30 quat fir thre men said, [coi. 2] 
And on 3ur lay ]>air hend ]>ai laid 
And suar, ]}at )>ai and o]}er fele 
Sau iesuSf wid his meigne, mele 17542 
And stei vp in a littel stund 
To heuen fra oliuete f e munt ] 
And hali stori tcllis and sais 
}>at helias, in aide dais, 17546 

was taken vp als in-till heuen, — 
Inoght haf 30 herd f ar-of neuen ; — 
His sun men askid quer he was 

comin. 
And he J^aim said ho was binomin, 

* Reft away for-soth es he.* 17551 

* Reft,' said J>ai, * hu mai f is be, 
Mai fal sum gast awai him ledd, 
And es vnto pe fellis fledd. 

In Israel es ful grete fellis, 17555 

]}ar es he soth and uonper ellis : 
Bot chese we dughti men and lele 
To seke fe fellis of isro^l.' 17558 

]7ai praid his sun him ga to sekc. 
He went, and oj^er men him eke, 
Bot quen f ai thre dais had him soght, 
Na ti)>and hame of him fai broght. 
For-|)i," said nichodeme, to faa,17563 
** Mi rede es if 30 rede nu sua, 
30 seke fe fellis all to-gider, 
)>at ieetts be noght rauist ))e])ir, 17566 
)>at if we find him ]7are wid chance 
we mai do for vr plight penance.*' 

06TTINGEN 



IT fen stood vp & seide Nichodeme 
Gode men for goddes loue take 3eme 
what 3e sey & self but ri3t 
And dredef sumwhat god of roy3t 
Herde 30 not what fese pre men seide 
And on 30ure lawe her hondes )>ei leide 
J5ei swor fat f ei & opere fele 
Say ihft^u wij> his meyne mele 
And 8tey3e vs fro feire & swete 
From J>e mount of olyuete 
And holy story tellef & sayes 
])at elye Elie hi olde dayes 
Was taken vp as in to heuen 
Muche haue 36 herde f erof neuen 
His son men asked where he was bi« 

comen 
And he hem seide was him binomen 
Rafte awey forsof e is he 
How fei seide may f is be 
May be sum goost awey him ledde 
And so to wildemes is fledde 
In israel ben grete felles 
pere is he soJ> & nowhere elles 
But chese we dou3ty men & lele 
To seche f o felles of israele 
Jjei wente forf him to seke 
His son & opere men eke 
whenne f ei f re dayes had him sou3t 
"No tifing hem of him f ei brou3t 
J)crfore seide Nichodeme f o 
Mi reed is now if 30 wol so 
36 seke fo felles alle to gider 
]}at ihesus be not rauyssed f ider 
And if we fynde him f ei-e bi chaunce 
we may do for oure synne penaunce 

TRINITY 



1008 THE JEWS SENT MEN TO SEEK JESUS 0*ER HILL AND DALE. HOW BLIND THET 
WERE ! WHO WILL FIND HIM MUST BE MEEK, AND THEY'lL FIND HIM SVEBYWHERE. 



IT All pe luus, less and mare, 
O fis consail }>ai paid war, 17570 

And ches men fat fai wel a-woud 
And wel right als faim-self fai troud ; 
Bath ))ai soght ]}aim don and dale, 
Bot o i^u herd }}ai na tale. 
Walawai ! qMat J)ai war blind, 17575 
Quen ]}ai wend iesum sua to find. 
For him to find qua will him seke, 
]}air mode til him )>ai most meke 
To knau him godd of all weldand, 
))an sal he find him bun at hand, 
Mightili in al his nede, 17581 

To suilk he wil his bodi bede. 
For Jjof he sitt in heuen hall, 
Yeitt es ho far-wit ouer all, 
Mightili bath ferr and nere, 17585 
And mist noifer in heuen fen here, 
f ai fat traistli in him tnms, ^^~'eli!^'if"*' 
Ilis blissing to f aa men he buus ; 
Bot sua did noght fir caitif luus. 
Sent in to clinttes and in to clous 
To seke ie^u if he was reft, 17591 
Wit ani gast and far bi-left ; 
He fat alle gastcs, god and ill, 
Has for to weld all at his will ! 
For-fi faa luus war full medd, 17595 
fair sandcs come again vn-spedd 
f ai war for-soght f am vp and dun ; 
Bot ioseph in his aun tun, 
fai said fai fand, in aramathi, 17599 
For far fai sagh him sikerli. 
Princes and preistes o f e lai, 
All on fis tifand wonder fai, 
And thanked fair godd of israel, 
fat sua-gat can his dedis dele, 17604 

COTTON 



alle tho lewis lesse and more 
Of* this coufkcele apaid they wore 
And chese men fat f o wer^ ^y^^J 
and lele to leve ynne fulle truly 
Bothe sowght they doune and dale 
But of* lesvL herd they no tale 
wele-awey that they were blynd 
When they went l6?^u so to tfynd 
hym to ffynd who-so wille hym seke 
Her mode to hym moste they meke 
To know hym alle wendond 
Then may they fynd hym nye at houd 
Myghtly at alio his nede 
To suche he wille his body bede 
ffor though he sytte in heuyn haH 
yet is he in Erthe ouyr alle 
Mighty bothe fifarre and nere 
And nowthir myste in heuyn ne here 
They that truly in hym lyff* 
his blessyng he wille hem yef* 
Thise caytyf* lewis did not so now 
Send hym to seche in clylle & clow 
To ffynd le^u yf« ho were reft 
W/t/i eny goste and there by-left 
He that alle gostis good and ille 
Hath to weld at his wille 
Thus wore tho icwis alle mysled 
Hir sondes come ay en) vnsped 
Tliat had hym sought vp and doun) 
But Ioseph in his owne toun) 
They seid they sie in Aramathy 
And ther^ they left hym sekyrly 
Pryncei? and preste^ off" the lay 
Off* this tydyng wondir thay 
And thanckyd hir god off* Israeli 
That so coude hw dedis dele 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



THB JEWS SOUGHT IS CLEFTS AND CLOUQHS IF JESUS HAD BEEN STOLEN BT 1009 
A GHOST ! BUT THEIB MESSENGERS BBTUBNED, HAVING ONLY SEEN JOSEPH. 



[A]ll ])a iuus, bath lease and mare, 
Of ]}is consaile ^ai paieid ware, 17570 
And ches men ]>at ])ai wele avoud 
And right wele als faim self troud ; 
Bath J>ai soght dune and dale, 17573 
Bot of ieg\x herd )>ai'no tale. 
Walawai ! quat fa men war blind, 
Quen ])ai went sua iesus to find. 17576 
^ For him to find qua wille him seke, 
])air mode till him f am most ])ai meke, 
To knau him drightin all weildand, 
fan mai f ai find him bune at hand, 
Mightili in all his nede, [» ie*f iw, ooL i] 
To suilk he wille his bodi bede. 17582 
For foght he sitt in heuenes hall, 
jeit he is in crd ouer alle, 
Mightili bath fer and nere, 
And noufer mist in heuen ne here, 
fai fat traistli in him trous, 17587 
His bliscing to fa men buus ; 
Bot sua did not fir caitif iuus, 
Sent in-to cliftes and ia-to clous 
To seke iesxx if he war reft, 17591 
Wid ani gast and far bileft ; 
He fat all gastis, gode and ill. 
Has to weld all at his will I 
For-fi fa iuus war ful medd, 17595 
fair sandes come again vnspedd 
fat had him soght vp and dune ; 
Bot ioseph in his auen tune, 
f ai said f ai sau, in arimathi. 
For far fai left him sekirli. 17600 
Princis and prestes of f e lay. 
All of f is tif an wondrer fai, 
And thanked fair godd of Israel, 
fat suagat can his dedis dele, 17604 
%4t oOttinoen 



Alle f e iewes lasse & more 

Of f is couTisel apayed f ei wore 

And chees men fat f o were my^ty 

And lele to leue In ful trewely 

Bof e 80U3te f ei downe & dale 

But of ihe^u herde f ei no tale 

Weylawey fat f ei were blynde 

When/ie f ei wende ihesvL so to fynde 

Him to fynde who so wol him seke 

Her mood to him most f ei meke 

To knowe him al weldonde 

penne may f ei fynde him nyje at honde 

Mistily at al his nede 

To suche he wol his bodi bede 

For f ouje he sitte in heuen haUe 

3it is he in erf e ouer alle 

Mi3ti bof e fer & nere 

And nottf er mist in heuen ny here 

J^ei fat truly in him lyue 

His blessyng he wol hem 3yue 

)?ese caitif iewes dud not so now 

Sende him to seche in clif & clow 

To fynde ihesu, if he were reft 

"Wif any goost & fere bileft 

He fat alle goostis gode & ille Df los, bk] 

Haf to welde at his wiUe 

j^us were f p iewes al mis led 

Her sondes coom a3eyn vnsped 

\>at had him 80U3t vp & doxm 

But Ioseph in his owne toun 

]}ei seide f ei sey in aramathi 

And fere f ei lefte him sikurly 

Princes & prestes of f e lay . 

Of f is tif ing wondride fai 

And f onked her god of israele 

pai 80 coude his dedes dele 

TRINITT 



lOlO THE JEWS WERB GLAD THET HAD TOJTSTD JOSEPH OF ARIXATHEA, AND BENT 
A LETTER OF PEAOE, BNTREATINQ HDC TO OOMB AND TALK TO THEM. 



])at ioseph suld be funden ^us 17605 
^at pn'sund was, and noght iesua. 
IF f ai mad a gadring gret in dern, 
" God men," fai said, " lok we nu gem, 
Hu we moght do yon dughti gum, 
Ioseph, until us for to cum, 17610 
To tel V8 of his aun state. 
And op&T thinges fat he wate." 
J^ai did }>an for to write a writt — 
pis |)an was fe tenur of hit 17614 
" Pais," f ai said, " ioseph and grith, 
Haf f ou and all ]}at es )>e wit. 
We haf we wat wel don plight, 
Bath agains fe and dright, 17618 

And ])at-8elf drightin has to broght 
Fra wicked wrang we on fe soght. 
It sal be beit al fe to queme ; 17621 
Wald fou me leif freind te seme 
For to cum wit us to mele ; 
Pais haf fou, Ioseph, and hele." 
IT f ai send forth seuen men o wale. 
War mast to ioseph speciale, 17626 
And baJd quen J)ai wit ioseph mett. 
Wit pais and luue he suld be grett. 
Son in his hand he J>e letter sett. 
For wel suld all f e brest be bett. 
Ioseph fai faand, fe stori sais, [001.2] 
Al bun at ham in his palais ; 17632 
fai hailsed him wit-vten let, 
And raght him for to rede fat scritte. 
Qiieji he had fat letter redde, 17635 
Vp til-ward heuen his hend he bedd, 
*^ I blisce fe, lauerd, f ou me has gett 
And sauf ynder fi wenges sett ; " 
faa messagers he kist fam aU, 17639 
And hendli gesten f am in hall, 

COTTON 



That he shuld be ffoundyn pus 
That was in preson) & not l&fus 
They made a gaderyng grete & dern) 
And seidyn goodmen loke we yem) 
how we might do that dowghty grome 
Ioseph of* Aramaty to vs to come 
To telle his state eche grotte c^iruc^bk] 
^ And other thyngge« that he wele wote 
Then did they sone to wryte a wrytte 
This was the tenoui* of* yt 
Pees it seid Ioseph and gritti 
haue fou and alle that is f e wtt/i 
Welle we wote we haue done mya 
Ayen the and thy lord that is 
And god hym-self hath the broght 
flfor wyckyd wrong we on the sought 
Hyt shalbe bote to queme 
lefe frend woldyst poxx f e seme 
To come with vs to speke and mele 
Pees to make with vs and hele 
They sendyn vij men futt dere 
That losephs most frende* were 
And bad when they wit^ hym met 
With pees and loue he shuld be gret 
Sone in his hond they Ic^^re sette 
Welle shuld they seidhw my sse be bette 
Ioseph they found the story seis 
Eedy at home in his paleis 
They heilsed hym wtt/t-outyn wyte 
And raught hym to rede that scryte 
Sone when he had red that dede 
Toward heuyn his hede he bede 
I blesse the lord me kept hast yet 
And saf* vnder thy wyngges set 
he kyste tho messangers alle 
And hendely gestynnyd hem in hallo 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



THBT SENT SEVEN CHIEF MEN, FRIENDS TO JOSEPH, WITH THE LETTER. THET 1011 
FOUND HIM, EMBRACED HIM, AND GAVE THE LETTER. HE ENTERTAINED THEM. 



]7at [loseph] suld be funden ]}us 17605 
]7at presuned was, and noght iesus, 
[J)]ai made a gedring gret in dern, 
And saidy *' gode men loke je gern, 
Hu we might do yon doghti gome, 
loseph, vntil vs for to cume, 17610 
To tell vs of his auen state. 
And oj'er thinges fat he wate.'* 
J7ai did fan for to write a write — • 
yiB ])an was fe tenur of itte. 17614 
" Pes," it said, "ioseph, and grith, [col. «] 
Haue f u and all ]}at es fe wid, 
we wat wele we haue done plight, 
Bath againes ]}e and dright, 17618 
And self drightin has fe broght 
Fra wicked wrang we on J>e soght. 
It sal be bot all to queme ; 
Leue freind wald pxx pe seme 17622 
For to cum wid vs to mele j 
Fes haue pu nu, ioseph, and hele." 
[))]ai sent forth seuen men of wale, 
war mast to ihosep speciale, 17626 
And bad quen f ai wid iosep mett, 
wid pes and luue he suld be grett. 
Sone in his hand ]>at letter sett,17629 
Ful wele suld all ]>at miss be bett 
loseph pan ]7ai fand, pe stori sais, 
All bune at hame in his palais ; 
fai hailsed him widvten lite, 17633 
And raght him forto rede pat scrite. 
Sone quen he had )>at letter redd, 
vp tillwar heuen his heued he bedd, 
'' I blisce pOf lauerd, pn me has gett 
And sauf ynder fi winges sett ;" 
pSL messageris he kist )>an all, 17639 
And hendli gestind f aim in hall, 

gOttingsn 



pat he shulde be founden pua 
pat was in pnsoun and not ihesus 
IF Jjei made a gederynge greet & dern 
And seiden gode men loke we jem 
How we myjt do pat doujti gome 
loseph of aramathi to vs to come 
To telle his state vche grot 
And opere ]>ingi8 pat he wol wot 
penne dud fei soone to write a writ 
pia was pe tenure of hit . 
Pees hit seide loseph & gnp 
Haue poM & al fat is ]>e wif 
wel we woot we haue done mys 
A3eyn pe & fi lord fat is 
And god him self haf fe brou^t 
Fro wickede wronge we on pe sou^t 
Hit shal be but to queme 
Leue frende woldestou pe seme 
To com wif vs to speke & mele 
Pees to make wif vs & hele 
])ei senden seuen men ful dere 
pat losephes moost frendes were 
And bad when^ie fei wif him met 
wif pees & loue he shulde be gret 
Sone in his bond f ei lettre set 
Wel shulde fei seide his mys be bet 
loseph f ei fonde pe story seis 
Eedy at home in his paleis 
]^ei heilsed him wif outen wite 
And raujt him to rede fat scrite 
Soone whenne he had rad fat dede 
Towarde heuen his heed he bede 
I blesse f e lord me kepte hast ^et 
And saf vndir f i wynges set 
He cust f messangeres aUe 
And hendely gestened hem in halle 

trinity 



1012 NEXT MORNING JOSEPH WENT TO JERUSALEM PBAOBPULLY, GREETED THE 
JEWS, AND WAS THE GUEST OF MICODEMUS. THET ALL BEG HUC TO SHRIVE, AND 



Ful wel war p&i wit him pat night. 
fQ mom his ass pan can he dight, 
To ierosalem he tok J^e strete, 17643 
fe luus cxim him for to mete. 
And all ^ai said ioseph to-gedir, 
" Paisfiil bi pi cuming hider." 
And ioseph sli greting ^am gaf, 
" Godds peis mot yee all ha^" 17648 
He kist ))aim aU, wit-vten hlin, 
Wit nichodeme he tok his hin, 
He was gestend ful wel at es. 
fe to]>er mom, als pe stori sais, 17652 
Come caiphas, anna, nichodemtiif, 
^at ioseph did to resun fuB, 
IT " Ioseph, to godd of isro^l 
Serine fe, and sai ^e soth and lele 
thing fat we sal at fe frain, 17657 
fe soth we prai fe noght to lain. 
All we cund fe mikel graim 
For iesvL pon gnife his licam ; 
In a hus we lokked ]}e, 17661 

Bot quen we com f e for to se, 
fe na takni/ig fand we ])aT, 
Quarfor we for-wondred ware. 
And war we for fe dredand sare 
Til nu. tel us nu o fi fare, 17666 

To godd and hus, wit-vten hon, 
l^ou tell quat thing o f e was don." 
IF Ioseph ansuard, " i sal yow sai, 
Yee sperd me soth on a fridai, 17670 
At euen-tide in to ])at stede ; 
And als i stod saiand mi bede, 
fe seterdai, fan at mid-night, 17673 
fat i far sagh suilk was fe sight. 
Bi nokes four fe hous up hang, ^JJf \7' 
And son f ar-efter, was noght lang, 

COTTON 



Welle fer^ they with hym that ny^t 
The morow his asse dici he to dight 
To leru^alem he toke the strete 
The iewis hym come for to mete 
To Ioseph sei<) they alle to-gedir 
Pesefutt: be thy comyng hethir 
Ioseph sone this answre yaf* 
Goddis pees mote ye haue 
he kyst hem alle wit^-outyn blynne 
Wiih Nicodyme toke he his ynne 
Welle was he gestici wtt^ goo<J feith 
The todyr mom) the story seith 
Come cayphas Anna nycodemys 
And Ioseph they askyd thus 
IT Ioseph to grete god of* IsraeH 
Shryve the and telle vs lele 
Of« thyng that we wylle at f e fireyne 
f e soth we pray the not to leyne 
Alle we cowde the muche grame 
ffor f ou burydiddyst Testis licame 
In an hous tlierfor we lokkyd f e 
But when we come the to se 
No tokyn off* the ffond we there 
WherTor we for-wondird wera 
And for the dred we alle in care 
Tylle now f ou telle vs off* thy fare 
To god and vs telle now sone 
What off* the then was done 
IT Ioseph seid I shalle you say 
ye shytte me in oon) a friday 
At Euyn-tide in-to fat stede 
And as I stode seiyng my bede 
The sat^day sone at mydnyght 
That I sie th^^ was the sight 
By nokys iiij® the hous vp-hong 
And sone after was yt not long 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 



TELL THEM TRUE ANSWERS TO WHAT THBT ASK. THET ASK WHAT BEOAlfE OF 1013 
HIM AFTER THET LOOKED HIM UP. HE SATS THE HOUSE WAS HUNG UP BT 4 HOOKS. 



Ful welo war f&i wid him J^at night. 

pe mom his asse f&n did he dight, 

To ien^alem he toke fe strete, 17643 

fe iuus him come for to mete. 

To ioseph said pai all to-gedir, 

"Paisful he fi coming hedir." 17646 

And ioseph sli greting foim gaue, 

" Groddes pais Jan mot 30 all haue," 

He kisced ])aim all, widvten hlin, 

wid nichodeme toke he hia in, 

He was gestind ful wele at ais. 17651 

Je tojer morn, als fe stori sais, 

1 Come cajphas, anna, nichodeitius, 

fat ioseph did to resun dus, [^"Jfj[i%3 

" [IJoseph, to godd of israele 17665 

Schrine ]}e, and sai soth and lele 

Of ping pat we sal at pe frain, 

pe soth we prai pe noght to lain, 

All we cund pe mekil grame 

For fu grof ie«u licame ; 17660 

In a hus we luked pe^ 

Bot quen we come pe for to se. 

Of pe na takening fand we par, 

Quarfor we for-wondred ware, 17664 

And war we for pe dred-ful sare. 

Til nu pvL tellis vs of f i fare. 

Til godd and vs, wid-vten hone, 

pvL tell quat of pe was done." 17668 

[Ijoseph ansuered, " i sal ju say, 

je sperd me vp-on a friday. 

At euentide into ]}at stede ; 

And als i stode saiand mi bede, 

pe setirday, sone at midnight, 17673 

pai i sau pan suilk was pe sight. 

Bl noukes four pe hous vp hang. 

And sone J^ar-eftir, was noght lang, 

OOTTINGEN 



wel ferde pei wij) him pai nyjt 

pe morwe his asse dud he to di3t 

To ierusalem he toke pe strete 

pe iewes him coom for to mete 

To Ioseph seide pel alle to gider 

Pesefiil be Ji comyng hidur 

Ioseph soone J^is ynswere jaue 

Goddes pees mot je haue 

He cust hem alle wipouten blyn 

wiJ) nychodeme toke he is In 

Wel was he gestened wip good feip 

pe toper mom pe stoiy seip 

Coom cayphas Anna Nichodemus 

And Ioseph pel asked pus 

IF Ioseph to grete god of israele 

Shryue pe & telle vs lele 

Of ping pat we wol at pe freyne 

pe sope we preye pe not pou leyne 

Alle we coude fe muchel grrame 

For pou buriedest ihe^u licame 

In an hous perfore we louked pe 

But when7»e we coom pe to se 

No token of pe fonde we pere 

wherfore we forwondiide were 

And for pe drad we alle in care 

Til now pou telle vs of pi fare 

To god & vs telle now soone 

What of pe penne was done 

IF Ioseph seide I shal jou say 

je spered me In on friday 

At euentide in to pat stede 

And as I stode seyinge my bede 

^pe satirday soone at mydnyjt 

J)at I say pis was pe sijt E^^U^Sj 

Bi nokes foure pe hous vp hong 

And soone afbir was hit not long 

TUINITT 



1014 JOSBPH RELATES HOW JESUS (WHOM HE TOOK TO BE ELIJAH), CAVE TO HDf, 
WT.TBRinBT^ HIM y AND LED HIM TO THE TOMB, WHEBB HE SAW THE GRAVE-CLOTHES j 



I sagh cumand iesu sa bright, 17677 

Als f of it were o leuening light, 

Vntil f e hus far 1 was stadd, 

And fell i dun, sa was i radd ; 

Vp he me lift, wit-vten lett, 17681 

And wit a deu mi face he wette, 

And quen. he wipped had mi face, 

He bliflced me all wit his grace, 

And said, * ioseph be noght son, 

Bi-hald on me, f is ilk es L' 17686 

Bi-heild him ak i was 

And cald him maistcr helias, 

' Helias es i noght/ he said, 

* Bot iesua fat in graue f ou laid.* 

He ledd me to fat sted ouan, 17691 
far i had luked him in stan. 
His fasciale, his windingclath, 
far war f ai left, i sagh f am bath, 
fat it was iesus fan wist i wel. 
And cuthli for him can i knele, 17696 
And i said, * ai lauerd ! blisced f ou be 
And fat es cummen in nam o fe,' 
And bi f e hand fan he me hent. 
And forth me broght, wit-vten ste/it. 
Right to min aun hus at hamo, 17701 
And to mi quern i f eder came, 

* Pes,' he said, * haf f ou ioseph, 
Ga f ou noght o f i hus a stepe 
Til fourti dais be cummew til end. 
For i to mi disciplis wend.* ** 17706 
Quen nichodeme his tale has teld, 

f ai fell als f ai in duale war dueld, 
Gruflinges dun to erth plate, — 
"War neuer f aa luus als mate. 
And ilkan can til ofer sai, 17711 

** Quat a sing es f is ! ** coth f ai, 

COTTON 



I sie comyng legn so bright 

As yt were a lemjng light 

In that hous there I was stad 

And I felle doune alle for-drad 

Vp he me toke witA-outyn let 

And vriih a dew my face he wet 

Sone wypid he my face 

And blessid me then with his grace 

he seid Ioseph be not ferdy 

By-hold on me this ilk* is I 

I byheld what he then was 

And callid hym master Elias 

Elias am I not he seid 

But lestia that f ou in grave leid 

he led me to that stede anon) 

There I had hym sperid in a ston) 

his fudary his wyndyng^ clof e^!^- ^J"**- 

There were they left I sie hem bof e 

That he was lesus tho wyst I welo 

Cowthly by-fore hym gon I knele 

lord I seid blessid f ou be 

That here is comyn in name of the 

By the bond tho he me hynt 

and brought me forth w/tA-outyn stynt 

Right to myn owne hous at home 

And to me when I theder come 

Pees mote f ou haue he seid Ioseph 

Gro not out of* thy hous a step [leaf 157] 

Tille xl dais be comyn to end 

Now to my dissipils wille I wend 

When losep had told this tale 

They fille as they had dronckyn dwale 

Grovelyng doune on erthe-plat 

Were they nevir mete or fat 

Echon to othir f ms gon sey 

What signe wille this be qtiof they 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 



HOW HB KNELT BBFOBB JB8US, AND HOW JB8US BROUGHT HIM TO HIS OWN 1015 
HOUSE, BIDDING HIM NOT GO OUT FOB 40 DATS. THE JEWS ABB CONFOUNDED. 



I sau comand iesa sua bright, 17677 
Eight als it war of leueniTzg light, 
In-til pia hus })ar i was stadd, 
And i fell dune, sua was i radd ; 
yp he mo lifted, widvten lett, 17681 
And wid a deu mi face he wett, 
Quen he wiped had mi face. 
Ho blisced me all wid his grace, 
And said, *ioseph be noght eri, 17685 
Bihalde on me, ])i8 ilk es L' 
I biheld him als i was ^ 

And cald him maistir elias, 
' Helias es i noght,' he said, 17689 
' Bot iesus fat ])u in graue laid.' 
He ledd me to ]}at stede on-ane, Ccoi. t] 
^ar i had sperd him in stane. 
His faciale, his winding clath, 17693 
])ar war f&i left, i sau J^aim bath. 
p&i he was i&ms J^an wist I wele. 
And cuthli for him gun i knele. 
And i said, ' lauerd ! ai blisced fn be 
pai here es comen in J^e name of ])e,' 
And bi fe hand he me hint, 17699 
And forth me broght, widuten stint, 
Bight to min auen hus at ham. 
And to me, quen i deper cam, 17702 
' Pes,' he said, * haue pu ioseph, 
Ga noght vte of ^i hus a step 
Til fourti dales began tiU end, 
Nu i to mj desciplis wend.' " 17706 
Quen ioseph all his tale had teld, 
])ai fell als \>ai in duals war delued, 
Grouelinges dune on erd plate, — 
war nouer ]}a iuus als mate. 
And ilkan gun til o\>qt say, 17711 
'' Quat a signs es \>\s 1" said ])ai, 
qOttingen 



I say comyng ihe^u so bri3t 
As hit were a lemjng li3t 
In })at hous \>ere I was stad 
And I fel doun al for drad 
Vp he me toke wif outen let 
And wif a dew my face he wet 
Soone wiped he my face 
And blessed me J^enne wi]) his grace 
He seide Ioseph be not ferdy 
Biholde on me pia ilke is I 
I biholde what he J^enne was 
And called him maistir helias 
Helias am I not he seide 
But ihesus ])at pon in graue leide 
He bad me to pat stud anoone 
pare I had him spered in a stone 
His sudary his wyndyng cloj^e 
\>ere were pei lafte I say hem bo]>e 
l>at he was ihesus po wist I wele 
Couf ely bifore him gon I knele 
Lord I seide blessed pou be 
pat here is comen in nome of pe 
Bi pe hond J^o he me hynt 
And brou3te me forf wijjoutcn stynt 
Ki3t to myn owne hous at home 
And to me whenne I ]}idir come 
Fees mot })ou haue he seide Ioseph 
Go not out of ])i hous a step 
Til fourti dayes be comen to ende 
Now to my disciplis wol I wende 
Whenne Ioseph had tolde pia tale 
))ei fel as J^ei had dronken dwale 
Grouelynge doun on er])e plat 
"Were f ei neuer mate ar pai 
Vchone to opere pus gon say 
What signs wol pia be quod pax 

trinity 



1016 LEVI, A VALIANT MAN, SAID HE KKEW SOME OF JOSEPH'S FAMILT, WHO WERE 
WORSHIPPING WHEN SIMEON TOOK THE INFANT JESUS IN HIS ARMS, 



" In Israel we here nu min 17713 

We knau bath ioseph and his kin." 

Yp ])ai ras and stode pam bi, 

A dughti gum faX hight leui, 17716 

** I kneu," he said, " of his kin bredd 

Dughti men fat drightin dredd, 

Desseli to godd praiand, [oou t] 

Wit sacrifijs and wit ofl&tind, 17720 

Quen symeon, ])at mikel prtst^ 

pat bar the hali-gast in brest, 

fat iems tuix his handes fang, 

And said, ' lau^rd lined haf i lang 

Bidand to se fe light of hel 17725 

fat fon has dight to Israel ; 

Ku haf i sene it wit min ei, 

Lat nu in rest fi seruand deL' 

fat ilk symeon far was bun, 17729 

Gaf sant mari his benisun. 

And til hir said, * i wil f e warn 

fat quilu77t sal f is ilk bam 

Be to sum men in uprising, 17733 

Til of er sum in dun falling ; 

He sal find mani bern vn-bain, 

For mani sal him sai again. 

Of his ded als fe sorful ord 17737 

Sal thril fin hert thoru als a suord. 

O mani hert fe thoghtes hidd 

Sal for him be knaun and kydd.* " 

fan said f e luus, " do fan send wee 

Efter faa ilk preistes thre 17742 

fat tald fat f ai sagh iesu. sitte 

Apon f e mont of oliuete." 

And sua f ai did, quen sua was dun 

faa men fai did to resun sun, 17746 

And fai ansuard, " be godd o might, 

We sagh him far wit open sight. 

COTTON 



In len^^alem we hei* now myn 
We knew bothe lesus & his kynno 
IF vp rose tho and stode hem by. 
A doughty man that hight levy 
I know he seid of* hem bred 
dowty men that goci dred 
Besyly to god? prayond 
With sacrefice and with offrond 
When Symeon fo mekyil preste 
That bare the holy gost in brest 
lesus by-twene his armys fong 
he seid lord levid haue I long 
Bydyng the the sight of* hele 
That f on hast dight to Israele 
Now haue I sene yt with myn) eie 
let me in pees thy seruant die 
That ilke Simeon tho was boun) 
And yaf* niary his benesoun 
To hir he seid I wille f e warn) 
That yet som tyme f is ilk* barin) 
Shalbe to som men vprysyng 
And to some doune-fallyng 
Many shalle he fynd to hym vnbeyne 
Many shuUe sey hym a-yen) 
The swerd of* sorow and of* wo 
Shalle thorogh thyne hert for hyni go 
Of* mannys hert the thoughte« hyd 
Shalle for hym be knowyn and kyil 
IF Then seid the iewis now send we 
Affter tho ilke preste^ iij* 
That told they sie lesus scte 
On the moufit of* Olyuete 
They sent for hem when f w was doii) 
And hem thei did to reason sone 
They answerd by god of* might 
We sie hym thei* wit^ opyn sight 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



AND WHEN HE BLESSED MART, AND PROPHESIED THE FAME OF HER CHILD, 1017 
AND HER GRIEF AT HIS DEATH. THET BENT FOR THREE PRIESTS WHO SAW JESUB. 



" In iGTusalem we here nu min 17713 
we knau bath iesus &iid his kin." 
[Y]p he ras and stod faim bi, 
A doghti gome pat hight leui, 17716 
" I knau," he said, ^ of him bredd 
Daghti men J)at drightin died, 
Desseli to godd praiand, 
wid sacrefice and wid ofi&and, 
Quen symeon, p&i mekil prest, 17721 
put bar fe hali-gast in his breist, 
fsit iesus tuix his hend he fang, 
And said, ' lauerd lined haue i lang 
Eiddand to ^e pe sight of hele^ 
]}at pVL has dight to israel ; 17726 

Ka haue i sene it wid min eie, 
Lat nu in rest pi seruand deie.* 
]7at ilk symeon Jyar was bune, [ir. ii9,eoL i] 
Gaue sainte man his benisune, 17730 
And till hir said, * i wil J?e warn 
pat quilum sal pla ilke bam 
Be till sum men yprising. 
Till opei sum in dune falling ; 
He sal find mani bam vnbain, 17735 
For mani sal sai him again. 
Of his dede als pe sorful ord 
Sal thril ))ine herte als wid a suord. 
Of mani hert fe thoghtes hidd 17739 
Sal for him be knauen and kid.' " 
[J)]an said pe iuus, '* do nu send we, 
Efter ^aa ilk preistes thre, 
pat tald pat ))ai sau iesus sitte 
Apon pe mont oliuete." 17744 

And sua ]}ai did, quen sua was done 
J^aa men J^ai did to resun sone. 
And J^ai ansuerd, " bi gode of might, 
we sau him ]>ar wid open sight 17748 
oOttinoen 



In ierusalem we here now myn 
We knew bo|»o ihesus & his kyn 
IF Vp ros ))o & stood hem by 
A dou3ty mon pat het leuy 
I knowe he seide of hem bred 
Dou3ti men pat god dred 
Bisili to god preyonde 
Wif sacrifise & wij) offronde 
Whenwe symeon pe muchel prest 
fat bar pe holy goost in brest 
Ihesus bitwene his armes fong 
He seide lord lyued haue I long 
Bidynge pe pe si3te of hele 
pat f ou hast dijte to Israels 
Now haue I seen hit vrip myn eje 
Lete me in pees ))i seruaunt dejo 
pat ilke Symeon ]70 was hoxm 
And jaf marie his benesoun 
To his he seide I wol pe wam 
JXxt jit sum tyme ])is ilke bam 
Shal be to summen vp risyng 
And to somme dounfallyng 
Mony shal he fynde to him vnbeyne 
Mony shul seye him ajeyne 
pe swerde of sorwe & of wo 
Shal pourje ])in hert for him go 
Of mon/ies herte pe poujtis hid 
Shul for him be knowen & kid 
IF penne seide pe iewes now sende we 
Aftir J^o ilke prestes J^re 
pat tolde pei sey ihegue seta 
On pe mounte of olyuete 
]?ei sent for hem wheuTie pia was done 
And hem })ei dud to resoun soone 
J)ei vnswerde bi god of myjt 
We sey him pere wif open sijt 

trinity 



1018 THES8 THRSB MEN STILL AFFIRMBD THB TRUTH THAT THBT HAD SEEN JESUS 
RISE UP TO HEAVEN. ANNA AND OAIAPHAS OBJECT, AND WANT MORE WITNESSES. 



We sagh him J^ar and herd his steuen, 
And openli stegh in til heuen." 17750 
" On yow,"he said, "al ihinc us wonder, 
And fa& thre men pan at sundre, 
And asked ilkan seluen sere, 17753 
])aiT for-king fain wald ))ai here, 
If ani gain opeT sai wald oght, 
Bot all fair fanding was for noght, 
For all pBi said soth p&t ]}ai sei 
fat Uk iesvL til heuen vp steL 17758 
IF ])an said anna and caiphas, 
'' Yr lagh will, bath pat es and was, 
pat in pe muth o tua or thre 
Suld alkin soth stand and be." 17762 
^ "And quat thing sal we sai yow fan 1 
I-nogh was of a rightwis man, IbiJ^^L^ 
And paid sa wel godd in his state, 
fat wit his word he was translate. 
And fe prophet als moyses 17767 
fat nan wat quar he doluen es. 
Bot iesuSy pat in hand was laght, 
And to sir pilat was bi-taght, 17770 
Bath bi-scurget and bi-spit, — 
For he o mani plight was wijt, — 
Wonded wit spere, naild on tre. 
Wit thorns crund als was he ; 17774 
f is menskful ioseph did him delue 
In tumb fat wroght was til him-selfe. 
And als thre men witnes her, 
f ai sagh bi-for fair eien clere 
fis ilk iesus spekand wit his, 17779 
And sif en stei til heuen blis." 



We sie hym and herd his stevyn) 
And opynly he stie to hevyn) 
Of* you they sei<) vs thynckyf wonder 
AncI did tho iij* men in sondre 
And by hem-self* askyd hem sere 
yf* they wold lie for to here 
yf eny fro of er wold sey ought 
But alle her fondyng was for noght 
Alle seid right as they sey 
lesua on height to hevyn stei 
IF Thenne seid Anna & cayfas 
Oure law wole bothe that is & was 
That in the mowthe of \j** or iij* 
Shuld alle the sothe stond & be 
What more shulle we sey you than 
I trow yt was a rightfuUe man 
And paide so welle god in his state 
That Wit^ his word was he transolate 
Of* the prophete Sir moyses 
That non) wote whei* he dolvyn is 
But Iesus in bond was lawght 
And to sir pilat sone be-tawght 
Bothe by scorgid and by spytte 
ffor he of* many gilt was wyte 
Woundid wit^ spere naylid on tre 
wit^ thomys Crounyd also was he 
This menskef* ioseph did hym delve 
In a tombe made to hym-selve 
And iij* men als now wytnes her* 
They sie by-fore hir eien cler* 
This ilk* Iesus speke wit^ his 
And sithen stie to hevyn blis. 



[27ie Resurrection of Simeon* s two 8ons'\ 

Ioseph of aramathi vp-ras TT ioseph of Aramathy rose in place 

And said til anna and caiphas, 17782 X And seid to Anna & cayfas 

COTTON FAIRFAX {lAUD MS,) 



THE THREE ARE INDIGNANT. HEBE WAS A RIGHTEOUS MAN, WHO PLEASED 1019 
OOD WELL ; HE SUFFERED, WAS BURIED, AND WE SAW HIM RISE TO HEAVEN. 



we sau him })ar and herd his steuen, 
And openli he stei till heuen." r^g^ »» 
" Of 3U," l^ai said, " 3eit thine vs wo»- 
And did paa thre men pan to sundar, 
And askid seluen ilkan sere, 17753 
Oo fair forking fain wald Jjai here, 
K ani gain o]>er wald sai aght, 
Bot all ])air fanding was for noght, 
Tor all said soth pat ]}ai sei 17757 
lesus on hight til heuen stei. 
[])]en said anna and cayphas, 
** vr lau wil, bath pat es a77d was, 
pat in pe ninth of tua or thre 17761 
Suld all pe soth stand for to be." 
** And quat thing sal we say ^u pan 1 
Inoght it was a rightwis man, 17764 
And paid sua wele god and his stat, 
pat wid his word he was t^'anslate. 
And of pe prophet sir moyses [ad. t} 
pat nane wate quare he doluen es. 
Bot iesus, pat in hand was laght, 
And to sir pilate was bitaght, 
Bath biskurged and bispitt, — 17771 
For he of mani plight was witt, — 
wonded with spere, nailed on tre, 
wid thomes crouned als was he ; 
pis menskeful ioseph did him delue 
In tumb pat wroght was till hiTn-selue, 
And thre men als nu witnes here, 
pai sau bifor pair eien clere 17778 
pis ilke iesus spekand wid his. 
And sipen stei till heuen blis." 



We sey him & herde his steuen 
And openly he stey to heuen 
Of 30U pei seide vs pinkep wondir 
And dud po pre men in sondir 
^ And bi hem self asked hem sere 
If pei wolde hje for to here p if 107, bk] 
If any fro opere wolde saye ou3t 
But al her fondyng was for nou3t 
Alle seide ri3t as pei sei 
Ihestis on heijte to heuen stey 
IF peune seide Anna & caipbas 
Oure lawe wol hope pat is & was 
pat in pe moup of two or pre 
Shulde al pe sope stonde & be 
What more shul we saye 30U pan 
I trowe hit was a ri3tful man 
And payed so wel god in his state 
f>at wip his word was he transolate 
Of pe prophete sir moyses 
pat noon woot where he doluen es 
But ihestu in honde was laujt 
And to sir pilate soone bitau3t 
Bope biscourged & bispit 
For he of mony gilt was wit 
Woundide wip spere nay led on tre 
Wip pomes crowned also was he 
pis menskeful Ioseph dud him delue 
In a toumbe made to him selue 
And pre men als now witnes here 
))ei say bifore her e3en clere 
)}is ilke ihe^ua speke wip his 
And sipen stei3e to heuen blis 



[The Resurrection of SimeorCe two Sons,"] 

[TJoseph of arimathi vp-ras 17781 IF Ioseph of aramathi roos in plas 
And said till anna and cayphas, And seide to Anna & cayphas 

OdTTINOEN TRINITT 



1020 JOSEPH SATS NOT ONLY JESUS HAS RISEN, BUT TWO OTHERS, SONS OF 01 D 
SIMEON, WITH HDf. HE SATS THEIR TOMBS ARE EMPTY, AND THAT THEY ARE GOING 



** Yow thine selcut wit right i-wiss 
iemta vp-ras, for-eoth it es. 17784 

[ 

no gap in tJte MS.] 

Yp-risen es, dut es ])ar nan, 

Bot he es noght risen vp allan, 17788 

For summen o ])is ilk kyth 

Es risen up for-soth him wit 

fat Bene was in ierusalem. 

Aid symeon suns to bam-tem 17792 

Had suns tua, bot lang es gan 

Sin J^ai war ded, laid ynder stan. 

All war we at J^air end dai 

And help ])am in erth to lai. 17796 

Gas, seis nu, for pe hali-dom. 

And yee sal find J^air tumbs tome ; 

In mi cite of aramathi, 

bar ar bai walkand witerlL 17800 

J^ar ar ]}ai samen in pat tun, 

In kneling stade and orisun ; 

Ai vm-quil man heres fam cri, 

Bot wit nan spec fai o fat bi. 17804 

Ga we nu fan lufsumli f ider. 

And faand we for to bring hawi hider, 

And we fam sal thoru coniuring, 

Do tell us of his up rising." 17808 

Quen f atf ai herd f is word be said, [colt] 

Ful smertli f ai f am f ider graid, 

Bath Caiphas and als anna, 

loseph, and nichodeme, wit ma, 

Wit an fat hight gamaliel, 17813 

Of him bot truthe es noght to tell. 

f ai sagh f aa tumbs, tum war f ai, 

til aramathi f ai went fair wai. 

On fir tua bref er f ai hitt in hi 

far fai can in fair beddes lij. 17818 

COTTON 



You thynck* wondir here-of* I-wys 

Of lesua yp-ryste & sothe yt is 

ye wold nevir yt leve or now 

That he was lesua god to bow 

Yp-resyn he is doute is it non) 

But he is not vpresyn allone 

ffor som men of* this ilke kyth 

Bene resyn vp forsothe hym wytH 

That seyen was in lerti^lam 

Of* old Symeons bamtem 

\j® sonnys had he long is it gon) 

Syn they wei* dede and leid vnderstone 

Alle were we at her endyng day 

And halp hem in erthe to lay 

Go se now for the holy dome 

And ye shuUe fynd her gravys tome 

In my Cety of" Aramathy 

There ai* they walkyng wytterly 

There men sene hem in fat toun) 

In knelyng state & oreson) [i«fis7,back] 

Euyr among men hei* hem Cry 

"With no man speke they hem by 

Go we with a wyle theder 

And fond we to bryng hym hef er 

And we shulle hem wit^ congerywg 

make to telle of* this vp-rysyng 

Sone when thise worde* wei* out-past 

They hied hem theder wonder fast 

Cayfas and Anna also 

losep nycodeme & mo 

And oon that hight gamelieH 

Of« hym is noght but trowth to teH 

They sie the tombys tome fat day 

To Aramathy tho wentyn thay 

With thise brethirn) they met in hy 

They fond hem in her bede« ly 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



ABOUT ARIMATHEA KNEELING AND PRATING, BUT WILL SPEAK TO NO ONE, 1021 
AND PROPOSES TO TRY TO FETCH AND QUESTION THEM. THE JEWS GO DIRECTLY. 



" 3u thine selcutli wid right i-wiss 
Of iesu vpras, for-soth it es, 17784 
For 36 ne wold it neuer trou, 
])at he was god self and iesu, 
vp-resin he es, dute es ^air nane, 
Bot he es noght vpreseu allane, 17788 
For sum men of f\a ilke kith 
Es resen vp forsoth him with 
J^at sene was in ierusalem. 17791 

Of aid sjmeon bamtem 
He had suns tua, bot lang es gane, 
Si]}en foi war dede and laid vnderstane, 
All war we at J)ar ending day, 17795 
And helped ])aim in erd to lay. 
Gas, seis nu, for fe hali-dome^ 
And 36 sal find ])air tumbes tume ; 
In mi cite of arimathi, 17799 

pax er })ai walkand witterli. 
^r men seis J^aim in })at tune. 
In kneling state and orisune ; 
Ai vmquile men heris paim cri, 17803 
Bot wid nane speke fai of pat bi 
Ga we fan fulsumU feder, ^^e^®',]*^*' 
And fand we forto bring f aim heder, 
And sal we paim wid coniuring, 
Ger tell vs of pis vp-rising." 17808 
[Q]uen pai herd pis word was said, 
Smartli peder pai paim graid, 
Bath cayphas and alsua anna, 
loseph, nicodeme, and ma, 17812 
And ane pat hight gamaliel, 
Of him es noght bot treuth to telL 
pai sau pa tumbes, tome war pal. 
Til arimathi pai went pair wai, 17816 
On pir tua breper pai hitt in hij, 
pai fand paim in pair beddis lij. 

oOttingen 



30U pinke wondir her of I wis 
Of iheeits vprist & sop hit is 
36 wolde neu^ hit leue nor nowe 
\>at he was ihesus god to bowe 
Yp risen he is doute is hit none 
But he IB not vp risen allone 
For sommen of pis ilke kip 
Ben risen vp for sope him wip 
pat seyfi was in ierusalem 
Of olde symeones bamtem 
Two sones had he longe is hit gone 
Sip pei were dede & leide vndir stone 
Alle were we at her endyng day 
And halpe hem in erpe to lay 
Gop seep now for pe holy dome 
And 36 shul fynde 30ure graues tome 
In my cite of Aramathi 
j>ere are pei walkynge witturly 
pere men seen hem in pat toun 
In kndyng state & orisoun 
Euer among men here hem cry 
wip no mon speke pei hem by 
Go we wip a wile pidur 
And fonde we to brynge hem hidur 
And we shul hem wip coniuryng 
Make to telle of pis vp risyng 
IF Soone whenne pese wordis wore out 
J3ei hy3ed hem pider wondir fast LP^* 
Caiphas and anna also 
loseph nychodeme & mo 
And oon pat het Gamaliel 
Of him is not but troupe to tel 
pei sey pese toumbes tome pat day 
To Aramathie po wenten pai 
Wip pese brep<?r pei mett in hi3e 
]?ei fonde hem in her bedes ly3e 

trinity 



1022 OARIUB AND LENTHIU8, THE TWO SONS OP SIMBON, WERE BROUGHT TO JEBU- 
SALEM, AND CONJURED TO TELL TRULY HOW THET WERE RAISED TO LIFE. 



J^ai hailsed poim wit srietli suar, 
Wit kissing wirscip Jai f am bar ; 
To iursalem wit mikel dred 17821 
In sinnagog ^ai can ))am lede. 
Quen fai in-to fat bus war ledd, 
Son was in band pe lai fam bedd, 
£a]) tboni fe lagb of moysi, 1 7825 
And tboni pair godd adonai, 
J^air mikel godd of israel, 
J^ai coniurd pam na sotb to beL 
J^ai said, " be fai bas raised yow, 
Sais us now if it was iesn ; 17830 
And tell us all, wit-vten strij^ 
Hu yee war raised fra ded to lijfl'' 
IF Qz^^n karius and lintbeus 
War coniurd o J)aa luus f us, 17834 
Wit al fail flescbe fed. quok on-nan. 
And wit fair bertes can J^ai gran. 
Til beuen ^ai lifted })air eien brade, 
On ^air tunges ^ai takening made 
Wit fair fingers al o fe croice, 17839 
And als sun f ai spak wit woice. 
"Lauerd," fai said, (fat bei drigb- 
tin 17841 

fan badd f ai giue f aim parcbemin) 
" We sal yow write and natbing lei 
All fat we berd and sagb wit bei." 
Sundri fai fam fra ofer saite, 17845 
And aif er be bim-seluon wrate, 
Bot f of fai sundri sittand were. 
Was na-tbing in fair sagbes sere. 



Tbey baylici bem wtt^ mucbe far 
AncI worsbippici bem and witJi bem bare 
To leru^alem with mocbiU drede 
To ber cbirch tbey gon bem lede 
Wben tbey were in tbe temple wrogbt 
Moyses law in bond! was bem brougbt 
AncI tborogb tbat lawis of moysy 
AncI by ber grete god Adonay 
ber mecbiH god of* Israel 
Tbey conjourid bem no sotb to bele 
Tbey seid be tbat batb reysid you 
Sey vs yf it was lesiis now 
Telle vs alle wit^ut stryf 
bow ye were reysid from def e to lyff" 
IF Wben Carius and lentbiu* 
Were congeourid of* tbise iewis fu4 
"With alle ber flesb tbey quoke anon) 
And wtt^ ber bertes yaf* a grone 
To bevyn tbey lyft ber eien glad 
And on ber tonggc« tbonckyng mad 
with ber fynggyrs of f e Croyse 
And sone spak* with mannys voyse 
Worsbippid tbey seid lord be f ou and 

tbyn) 
Anon tbey callid after parcbemyn) 
We wille you wryte wit^utyn lye 
Tbat we berd and saw witli eie 
A-twynne tbey sette bem to fat note 
And eitbir by bem-selvyn wrote 
And thougb tbey sondry syttyng were 
Was no-tbyng in ber sawis sere 



[TJie writing of Carius and Lenthius as to Chrisfs enti'y into HelL^ 

"Lauerd ie^ crist," said fai, 17849 lord lesvL Cryst seid tbey 
" Godd, fat al migbtes mai, God fat alle mygbte* may 

COTTON FAIRFAX (lAUD MS.) 



THBT TREMBLED AND GROANED, ASKED FOR PAROHMBNT, AND SAID THBT 1023 
WOULD WRITE WHAT THEY HEARD AND SAW. SEATED APART, THET WROTE AUKE. 



J^ai halsid J^aim wid sueteli sare, 
wid kissing worschip ]}ai faim bare ; 
To ien^al^m wid mekil drede 17821 
In synagog })ai gun pa,ua lede. 
Quen J^ai in-to fat bus war lede, 
Sone was in hand ])e lau J^aim bedd, 
Bath thorn \>q lau of moysi^ 17825 
And thorn ])air godd adonay, 
]}air mekil god of israel, 
]?ai co/ziored ^aim na soth to hele. 
J^ai said, ** he ])at has raised ^nu, 
Sais vs nu if it was iesn ; 17830 

And tell vs all, widvtew strijf, 
Hu 3e war raised fra dede to lij^ 
[Q]uen carius and lenthius 
was coniured of ])ir iuus })us, 17834 
wid all fsLiT fless pai quoke onane, 
And wid fair hertis gun J)ai grame. 
Till heuen fai lifted J^air eien brad. 
And on ])air' tuuges fe takni[n]g made 
wid })air fingres all of ])e crois, c^ms. inuri] 
And alsone spac wid manes vois. 17840 
"Lauerd," fax said, (pat hei drigh- 

tin [aMS.|«l] 

})an' bad fai giue palm parchemine) 
* " We sal }u write and na-thing lij 
Quat we herd and san wid eL" 17844 
Sundri ]}ai paim fra opeit sate, (* ooL t] 
And ai|)er bi him-seluen wrate, 
Bot f ogh f ai sundri sattand were, 
was na-thing in J^air saus sere. 17848 



j>ei heiled hem wip muchel fare - 
And worshiped hem & vrip hem bare 
To Jerusalem vnp muchel drede 
To her chirche pei gon hem lede 
when^ie ])ei were in pe temple wrougt 
Moises lawe in honde was brou3t 
And poxii^Q ))o lawes of Moisy 
And bi her grete god Adonay 
Her muchel god of israele 
j>ei coniured hem no so])e to hele 
]?ei seide he pat hap reised joa 
Say Ys if hit was ihesus now 
Telle vs alle wijjouten strif 
How ^e were reised from de)) to Hf 
Whenne carius & lenthius cimtiio] 

Were coniured of pese iewes pus 
vrip al her flesshe ]}ei quoke anone 
And wi]} her hertis jaf a grone 
To heuen J^ei lifte her j^en glade 
And on her tongis f onkynge made 
Wif her fyngris on pe crois 
And soone spake wi|) monnes vois 
worshiped J^ei seide lord be pou & 

)»ine 
Anoon ]>ei calde aftir parchemyne 
We wol }0U write wif outen lye 
pat we herde & say wif yje 
A twyn J^ei set hem to pat note 
And Qiper bi him seluen wrote 
And poxi^Q ])ei sundri sittyng were 
Was no ))ing on her sawes sere 



[The writing of Cariua and Lenthius as to Chrisfs enh*y into HeU,'\ 

*' [LJauerd iesu erist," said fai, 17849 lord ihe«u crist seide fay 
" Godd, fat all fir mightes may, God fat alle my3ti3 may 

OOTTINGSN TRINITY 



1024 THE BROTHERS PRAY CHRIST TO LET THEM TBTJ;. OF HIS MIGHT. WHILE THET 
WERE IN MOURNFUL PLAGE, SUDDENLY A GOLDEN LIGHT SHONE UPON THEM ; 



fat es up-ras o ded and lyf, 17851 
And has us kyd f i right sa rif,^ 
[Lete vs lord, by leue of fe, [4?\"oJf J^^j 
Telle of pyn owne pr/uete. 
fourje vcrtu of fi swete croys 17855 
Coniured are we to telle wij voys, 
f ou bad YS we shulde no mon telle, 
f i dedes deme ])ou didest in helle, — 
fo dedis of fi maieste, — 17859 

But four^e f i-self cwiiured are we, 
Bif hit is so now most we nede 
fe iny3tis telle of pi godhede. 17862 

As we were stad in merkful stalle, 
we & als oure elders alle. 
To vs per brast a goldein leme, [ool t] 
Brijter penne pe so7mes heme, 17866 
So ri3t purpur hwe ia noone, 
fat ilke lijt vpon vs shone* 
Adam, pat was man formast, 
Bigon fenne to glade in hast, 17870 
wif patnarkes and prophete. 
In merke setes pere f ei sete, 
]K5i seide for glad wif gretyng gle, 
' fis ilke lijt forsofe is he 17874 

pat maker is of lastyng li3t, 
Now haf he sent vs fat he hi3t.' 
penne bigon seynt ysaye 
pe holy p'ophete, for to crye, 17878 
* pia ilke li3te is goddis sone 
pat I in erpe telle of was wone. 
fo folk in dedly derkenes stad 
fis greet li3t made hem glad.' 17892 

[ 

no gap iw tJie MS.] no gap in the MS,] 

And as fis bn3tene8 gon vs bolde, And as this brightnes gan vs bold 

Oure fadir Symeon, pe olde, 17896 Oui* fader Symeon the old 

COTTON (aRUNDEL MS.) FAIRFAX (LiiL'D MS.) 

n The Cotton MS. leems to have lost n leaf liere, ns the eatchwords " boa lata at " are not tm th* nut ptta.t 

The bUuik is filled from MS. Hvrald't College, Arundel 570 



That is vp-rysyng from def e to lyf" 
And hast vs kyd thy Eight so ryfe 
let vs lord by leve of* the 
Telle of thyne oune prevyte 
Thorogh vertu of" thy swete croyse 
Congeourid ai* we to telle wit/i voyso 
Thow bad vs we shuld no man telle 
Thy dedis dem) pon diddist in helle 
Thow diddyst off" thy mageste 
But thorogh thy-self* coiyeourid ai* wu 
Synne yt is so now must we nede 
The mighte^ telle off* thy godhede 
IT As we were stad in markefuH stalle 
we and als oui^ Eldirs aUe 
To vs thei* berst a goldyn leme 
Brighter thanne pe sonnys beme 
So riche purpowr" hew is non) 
That ilk* lyght vpon vs shon) 
Adam that was man formest 
By-gon then to glad in hast 
'With patryarke* and prophete 
In merke setis thei' they sete 
They seid for glad wttA gretyng gle 
This ilk* lyght for-sothe is he 
That maker is off* lastyng lygtLt 
Kow hath he sent vs that he hight 
Then by-gon seint ysay 
The holy profyte for to Cry 
This ilk< lyght is goddee sonne 
That I in erthe telle of* was wonne 
Tho folk in dedly derkenes stad 
This grete light made hem glad 

[ 



ADAM AND THE PATRIARCHS ON THEIR DARK SEATS REJOICED, '^ THIS LIOHT 1025 
IS HE ! '' ISAIAH CRIED, '' IT IS OOD'S SON, THE LIOHT IN THE SHADOW OF DEATH." 



})at es ttpras of dede and lijf, 17851 
And lias vs kid pQ right sua rijf^ 
J)Q late VS lauerdy wid leue of )?e. 
To tell nu of f i auen pWuite. 
Thoru dede of f i suete croice 17855 
Coniurd er we to tell wid voice, 
For f u bad we suld na man tell, 
f i dedis dern f u did in hell, — 
fe dedis of fi maieste, — 17859 

Bot thorn pi-self coniurd er we, 
Si})en it es sua nu most we nede 
fe mightes tell of pi godd-hede. 
[A]l8 we war stad in mu[rn]ful stall, 
we self and vr eldris all, 17864 
Brathli ]}ar brast a golden leme. 
Brighter ])an ani sunes beme, 
Sua right purprin heu es nane, 
pis ilk light apon vs schane. 17868 
Adam, pat was man formast, 
Bigan pan forto blith in hast, 
wid patriark and wid prophete, 
In m[i]rk settlis par pai sete, 17^872 
Said wid gladnes gretand gle, 
' pis ilke light forsoth es he 
pat maker es of lastand light, 17875 
Nu has he sent vs pat he hight/ 
[p]an bigan saint isaj 
pe hali prophete, for to cri, 
* pis light it es of goddes sun 17879 
pat i in erd tell of was won. 
pe folk in dedeli mirknes stadd %,\^' 
Sau grete light pat made paim glad, 
pat light es nu apon vs schede 17883 
par we sitte in pe schadu of dede.' 
[Ajls pis brightnes pus gun vs bald, 
vrfedir symeon, pat aid, 17886 

65 G6TTINGEN 



J)at is vp risen from dep to lif 

And hast vs kud pi ri3t so rif 

Lete vs lord bileue of pe 

Telle of pin owne pnuete 

Jjoui^e vertu of pi swete crois 

Coniured are we to telle wip vois 

]?ou bad vs we shulde no mon telle 

j?i dedes deme pou didest in helle 

})o dedes of pi maieste 

But pourje pi self coniured are we 

Sip hit is so now most we nede 

\)e mytis telle of pi godhede 

IF As we were stad in merkeful stalla 

We & als oure eldres alle 

To vs per brast a golden leme 

Bri^ter pen pe sonnes heme 

So ri3t purpre hwe is none 

})at ilke li3te vp on vs shone 

Adam pat was mon formast 

Bigon penr^ to glade in hast 

Wip patnarkes & prophete 

In merke setes pere pei sete 

Jjei seide for glad wip gretyng gle 

f)ia ilke li3te forsope is he 

pat maker is of lastyng li3t 

Now hap he sent vs pat he hi3t 

Jjenne bigon seynt Isaye 

J)e holy prophete for to crye 

))is ilke li3te is goddes son 

pat I in erpe telle of was won 

po folk in dedly derkenes stad 

pis grete li3t made hem glad 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

And as pis bri3tenes gon vs bolde 
Oure fadir Symeon pe olde 

TRINITY 



1026 SIMEON SAID, ** NOW COMES OUR BEST ; WHEN I HELD HIM IN ABM8 THE HOLT 
GHOST MOVED ME." THE SAINTS REJOICED tELE MORE. JOHN CAMS BT, BATING HE 



Seide wij) blifeful chere vs to 17887 
* fonke we god, now comef cure ro, 
To oure lord iesu. cn'st 36 blisse, 
Al myjty god his fadir isse. 
In temple was he me bitau3t, 
jonge in arme^ I him lau^t ; 17892 
])3 holy goost pus did mo mele, 
Myn y^en lord han seen fi hele, 
Whiche fou hast for f i folk di3t 
Of israel wif blisfol li3t.' 
1^0 seyntis alle pere penne stad, 17897 
Wif pat bigan to be more glad. 
penne coom a mon wi]}oute;i lite, 
fat semed wel to haue ben eremyte, 
vche oper asked, * what he was yon 1 ' 
And he vnswered, * I am Ion, 17902 
Ion is my name, voys & prophete, 
Biddyng make redy pe strete, 
pe weye bifore goddis face, 
pat to his folk hap granted grace, 
pat icnus I biheld & si3e, 17907 

Whe/zne he to me was comyng ny3e ; 
pour3e pe holy goost I spake, 
And seide pe lomb 'wipoute?* sake, 
He is here, & I seide lo ! 17911 

pat shal pe worldis synne vndo. 
po I heef pat sackeles of pli3t, 
I sawe vp-on his licam li3t 
In shap of doufe pe holy goost, 17915 
And herde a voys fro heuen coost, 
hit seide ' pis is my loued son dere, 
In wliom I am wel payed 3e here.' 
Comen am I Ion bifore pat kyng, 
Bodeworde of him for to bryng, 
Make 30 redy wipouten wite, 17921 
Goddes sone comep 30U to visite. 

COTTON {aRUSDEL MS.) 



Seid? vrith blythefuH cherc vs to 
Thanck we god now comyp oui' Ro 
To our lord Iesu. Cryste ye blis 
Alle-mighty god his fader is 
In temple was he me by-iawgBt 
Yong in armys I hym lawght n»f iss] 
The holy gost pti« did me mele 
Myn eien lord haue sene thyne hele 
wrecche pou hast for thy folk* diglit 
Of" Israeli with blesfuH light 
Tho seintc^ alle ther' pan stad 
vfiih that bygan to be more glad 
Then come a man witA-out lyte 
That semyd welle to haue bene Ennyte 
Eche othir askyd what he was pan 
And he answerid I am lohn 
lofin is my name noyns & prophete 
Byddyng make redy the strete 
The wey by-for^ godde« flface 
That to his folk* hath grauntyd grace 
That lesus I beheld and sie 
When he to me was comyng ny 
Thorogh the holy gost I spak* 
And seid the lomb wit/t-outyn sake 
he is here and I seid lo 
That shalle the worlde^ synne vndo 
Tho I haue that sakeles of* plight 
I saw vpon his lycam light 
In shappe of* dove the holy gost 
I hard a voyce fro heuyn cost 
hyt seid this is my louyd sonne dere 
In whom I am welle paid ye here 
Comyn am I lohn by-fore that kyng 
Bodeword of* hym for to bryng 
Make ye redy wttA-outyn wyte 
Godde« Sonne comyth you to vecyte 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



WAS A VOICE TO BID PREPARE THE WAY BEFORE CHRIST; HE HAD SHOWN 1027 
HIM TO THE WORLD, AND NOW WARNS THE SAINTS THAT HE WILL SOON VISIT THEM. 



fan said wid blithful chere vs to 
* 36 thank drightin, nu cums i 3U ro, 
vr lauerd i&tn crist )>e blisse, 17889 
All-mighti godd es fader hiss. 
In temple was he me bitaght, 
And 3ung in annis i him laght ; 
)>e hali gast ])us did me mele, 17893 
Mine cien lauerd has sene pi hele, 
pe quilk pu has pi folk fordight 
Of israel, wid blisful light/ 
pe saintes alle togeder stad, 
wid fis bigun )>ai mare to glad. 17898 
[A] man come pan widuten lite, 
pat semed wele haue bene hermite, 
J)ai said till ofer, * quat man es yon ]' 
And he ])aim ansuerd, ' i hate iohn, 
lohn es mi nam, voice and prophete, 
Biddand forto graith pe strete, 17904 
To graith pe wai for ciistes face, 
))at till his folk sal grant vs grace. 
)>at iesus i biheld and sei, 17907 

Quen he to me was comand nei ; 
Thoru strinth of pe haligast i spack, 
And said, pe lamb widuten sack^ 
Los him here^ i said fan, lo ! 17911 
fat sal all werldes sin for-do. 
Quen i haf fat sacles of plight, 
I sau apon his licam light 
In schap of douue fe haligast, 17915 
And herd a voice fra heuen in hast^ 
And said^ * f is es mi sun, mi dere, 
All je agh him forto here.' 17918 

Comen es i nu forwid fat king, [cou «] 
Bodword of his cum to bring, 
Goddes sun sal ju sone visite, 17921 
He CU771S at hand to slak yui site. 

G6TTINGEN 



Seide wif blif eful chere vs to 

Jjonke we god now comef oure ro 

To oure lord ihe^u crist je blisse 

Al my3ti god his fadir isse 

In temple was he me bitau3t 

3ong in armes I him lau3t 

pe holy goost f us dud me mele 

Myne e3en lord han seen f i hele 

Whiche f ou hast for f i folk di^t 

Of Israel wif blisful li3t 

}>o seyntes alle penne pere stad 

Wif fat bigon to be more glad 

IT penne coom a mon wif outen lite 

pat semed wel to haue ben eremite 

Vche of ere asked what he was yon 

And he vnswered I am Ion 

Ion is my name vois & prophete 

Biddyng make redy f e strete 

pe weye bifore goddes face 

pat to his folke haf grau7?ted grace 

pat ihe^t^ I bihelde & sy 

"Whence he to me was comyng ny 

poxiT^e pe holy goost I spake 

And seide f e lomb wif outen sake 

He is here Ss I seide lo 

pat shal f e worldes synne fordo 

J)o I heef fat sakcles of pli3t 

I saw vpon his licam li3t 

In shap of doufe f e holy goost ^{Jjij** 

And herde a vois fro heuen coost 

Hit seide f is is my loued son dere 

In whom I am wel payed 3e here 

IT Comen am I Ion bifore fat kynge 

Bodeword of him for to bringe 

Make 3e redy wif outen wite 

Goddes sone comef 30U to visite 

TRINITY 



1028 WHEN ADAM HEARD JESUS HAD BEEN BAPTIZED IN JORDAN, HE CALLED HIS 
SON SETH TO TELL ABOUT THE OIL OF MERCT AND SAINT MICHAEL. 



He fat shal louse jou out of bond, 
ComeJ) to se fis lodly lond.' 17924 
'Y%e olde Adam had vndirstonde 
-• In flum iordan him houen of honde, 
On see]) his sone bigon he cal, 
He seide, * sone, telle vs now al 
fe so]>fastenes & no )>ii)g hele, 17929 
fat J)ou herdest of seynt inycchele 
f e au7?gcl, whewne I gan fe wyse, 
To J)o jatis of Paradise, 17932 

To pray oure lord god so dere, 
To sende me wif his messangere 
J)e oyle of his merciful tre, 17935 

fat I seke myjt anoynt wif be.' 
fenne coom seeth & stode nere honde. 
And spak fat alle my^te vndirstonde, 
' I coom,' he seide, ' to paradis jate. 
And jerne bisou3te I fcr-ate, 17940 
f enne I wif seynt michaele met, 
Soone I him, & he me, gret, 
* From god,' he seide, * I am sent. 
To al monkynde take I en tent. 
Seeth,' he seide, *to fe I say 17946 
f ou bisy f e not, from f is day, 
^ Wif wepynge prcyere for to wynne 
f e oile fat was bihet for synne, [} coi. j] 
To anoynte fi fadir adame, 17949 
For his ly?nmes fat 3it are lame ; 
3it may he gete hit no wayes 
Bitwene f is & f e laste dayes, 
ferfore we calle hit dayes last, 17953 
Whenne fyue f ousonde jeer are past. 
Fyue f ousonde jeer fyue skore biskille, 
j>enne shal god his grante fulfille. 
His owne sone shal he sende dou/i 
In erfe to monnes saluatiouw, 17958 

COTTON (aRUNDEL MS.) 



he that shalle lose you out of bond 
Comyth to se thw lothely lond 

Ttho old adam had vnderstond 
In flum lordon hym hovyn of bond 
On set& his sonne by-gan he calle 
He seid sonhe telle ys now alle 
The sothefastnes and nothyng hele 
That f ou hardy st of* seint Mycaele 
The AngiH when I the gan wyse 
To tho yate« of* paradice 
To pray oui* lord god so dere 
To send me vrith his messangere 
The oyle off* hw mercyfuH tre 
That I seke myght anoynt wit^ be 
IT Thou come seth and stode nere bond 
And spak* that alle might vnderstond 
I come ho seid to paradice yate 
•An yern) by-eonght I there-ate 
Then I vrith Seint MicaeH met 
Sone I hym and he me gret 
flFrom god he seid I am sent 
To alle man-kynd take I entent 
Seth he seid to the I say 
Thow besy the not from tht* day 
With wepyng praier for to wynne 
The Oile that was be-hight for synne 
To anoynt thy fader Adam 
ffor his lymmys that yet ar* lame 
yet may he gete yt no wais 
Bytwene this and the last days 
Therefore we Calle yt dais last 
"When V M* yei* are past 
V M* yei* V scoi* by skyH: 
Then shalle god his graunt fuH-fille 
his owne sonne shalle he send douh) 
In erthe to mannys saluacoun 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



8ETH TELLS HOW HE HAD GONE TO THE GATE OF PARADISE, HOW MICHAEL 1029 
SAID IT WAS NO USE TOIUXO AFTEB THE OIL, FOR ADAM MUST WAIT 6100 TEAR& 



He ]}at es bred sua hei of strand, 
Nu comes to se ))is laithli land.' 17 924 
[Q]ven aid adam had vndertane 

pat he was hoae;2 in flum iordane, 
On seth his sun lude gan he call, 
And said, ' sim tell tU vs all 17928 
]>e sothfastnes, and na thing hele, 
All ^at pM herd of saint michaele 
Archangele, quen i )>e gan wis 
To )>e ^atis of paradis, 17932 

To prai vr lauerd drightin dere. 
To send me wid his messagere 
f e oyle of his merciful tre, 
)>at i, seke, moght smerled be.' 17936 
[))]an come seth and stod ner-hand, 
And spac )>at all might ynderstand, 
' I come ^an to paradis 3ate 
And gem bisoght i godd ])ar-ate, 
)>ai i wid saint michel mett, 17941 
Sone i him, and he me, grett, 
' Fra godd,' he said, * i am f e sent 
Till all mankind ])an take i tent. 
Seth,' he said, ' to ))e i say 17945 
)>at pn fe suink naght^ fra fis dai, 
wid greting praier for to gett 
])e oyle )>at god in hight has sett, 
)>i fadir wid to smerl, adam, 17949 
For his limes pat 3cit er lame ; 
For he mai get it nakin wais 
Bituix and at fe last ))ais, 
]>arfor cal es it dais last, 17953 

Quen fiue thousand 3ere sal be past. 
Fiae thousand ^ere, fiue skore ^ar-till, 
fan sal ))rightin his hight fulfill. 
His auen sun sal he send dune iS^^f^^ 
In erde, pat mani sal mistron, 17958 

G6TTINGEN 



He pat shal louse 30U out of bonds 
Comef to se fis lodly londe 
IT po old Adam had vndirstonde 
In flum iurdon him houen of honde 
On seth his son bigon he cal 
He seide son telle vs now al 
l>e so])fastenes & no ]}ing hele 
pat ))ou herdest of seynt my^hele 
pe aungel whenne I pe gan wise 
To ]}o 3atis of paradise 
To praye oure lord god so dere 
To sonde me wi]) his messangere 
pe oyle of his merciful tre 
pat 1 seke my3te anoynte wi)) ^e 
f penne coom seeth & stood uere honde 
And spake pat alle my3te vndirstonde 
I coom he seide to paradis jate 
And 3eme bisou3te I per ate 
penne I wi)) seynt Michael met 
Sone I hym & he me gret 
From god he seide I am sent 
To al mon kynde take I entent 
Seth he seide to ))e I say 
]>ou bisie ^e not from pia day 
WiJ) wepyng preyere for to wynne 
pe oyle ]}at was bi het for synne 
To anoynt )7i fadir adame 
For his lymmes pat 3itt are lame 
3 it may he gete hit no wayes 
Bitwene ^is & pe laste dayes 
perioTe we calle hit dayes last 
Whenne fyue fousonde jere are past 
Fyue ))ousonde 3eer fyue score bi skille 
penne shal god his graunt fulfllle 
His owen son shal he sende doun 
In erpe to monnes saluacioun 

TRINITY 



1030 SETH TELLS HOW MIOHAEL SAID THAT JESUS, WHEN BISEN, SHOULD BBIKQ 
THE OIL OF XEBCY TO ANOINT ALL WHO SEEK TRUTH. THEN THERE WAS GREAT JOT. 



f i fadir core lie shal vp-reise, 

And mony opere bi f o weyse. 

So holy as he shal be noon 17961 

Hofen shal be be in flum iurdon. 

Whenne he shal styje vp of pai stronde, 

^e oyle he shal biynge in honde, 

Of his mercy to anoynt alle wij) 

fat seken trouf e wij) grace or grif , 

And to alle po pat ben baptist 17967 

To lastyng lif in name of cryst. 

pai goddes sone so mycbel of my3t, 

Among monkynde shal he li3t, 

pi fadir shal he brynge & his 17971 

Fro belle to paradys fat blis." 

]>o patriarkes pat fis herde, 

"Wif myche ioye fo fei ferde, 17974 

Moumynge among hem fo was gone, 

*WiJ) cry fei ioyeden euerychone. 

Whence sathan say fo seyntes 
Make al fat myry chore, L^®^ 
f e duke of deef & prynce of belle 
To belle bigon he fus to spelle, 17980 
' Helle,' he seide, * make pe redy 
To receyne iesu hastily, 
fat boost him goddes sone to be. 
And 3it pe deef ful sore drad he. 
He seide for deef fat he shulde dye, 
He flessche was seke & dreurye. 17986 
Harde haf he werred me ajayn, ^^l^^f* 
And myche marred of my mayn ; 
Whom I made blynde, halt, or mesele, 
Wif his word he jaf hem hele, 17990 
I broujte f c dede men as f yne awen, 
Whiche he haf lielle fro f e drawen.' 
f enne vnswered helle to prynce saton, 
* What is he 1 fat so my^ty oon,17994: 

COTTON (aRUNDEL MS.) 



Thy fader cors he shalle vp-reise 
And many othir by tho weyse 
So holy as he shalle non) 
hovyn shaUe he be in flom iordon) 
When he shalle stie vp of* fat strong 
The oyle he shalle bryng in hon() 
Of* hw mercy to anoynt alle w*t^ 
That sekyn trowthe wM grace of gritb 
And to alle tho that bene baptyst 
To lastyng lyff* in name of* Cryst 
That goddes sonne so mekyti' of* mig^t 
Among mankynd shalle he light 
Thy fadir shalle he br^mg and hU 
flro helle to paradice that blis 
Tho patryarke^ that this herd 
Wit^ moche ioy tho they ferd 
Momyng among hem tho was gori) 
With Cry they ioydyn euerychori) 
IT Whe[n] satan sie tho seinte* deie 
Make alle that mery chore 
The Duke of deth and prynce of* helle 
To helle by-gon he pus to spelle 
helle he seid make the redy 
To reysen Ic^u hastely c» leafiss, Uck] 
That bostyth hym goddes sonne to be 
^And yet the dethe full sore drad he 
he seid for dethe that he shuld die 
his fiesh was syke and drury 
hard hath he warrid me agayn) 
And muche marrid of* my mayn) 
whom I made blynd halt or mesyH 
with his word he yaf* hem hele 
I broght the ded men as thyn) owen) 
whiche he hath helle fro the drawen) 
IT Then answerd hem to prynce Saton) 
what is he that so mighty oon) 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



WnSN SATAN, THE DUKE OF DEATH, SAW THIS JOT, HE TELLS HELL TO MAKE 1031 
BEADY TO RECEIVE JESUS, WHO HAS FOUGHT HARD AGAINST HIM. 



pi fadir core vp sal he rais, 17959 
And als of o)>er in fakia dais. 
])oa halier f&n lie be nane 
Houen sal he be in flom iordane. 
Qaen be sal stei vp of ])at strand, 
)>at oyle he sal bring in his hand, 
Of his merci to smerl all wid 1 7965 
)>at sekes treuth wid his grace or right, ^ 
And till all )>aa ]>at bers baptist 
To lastand lijf in name of crist 
)>at goddes sun sua, mekil of mighty 
]>at mang mankin als man sal lights 
Sal bring fi fader adam and his 17971 
Of hell to paradis of blis.' p read »rith] 
)>e patriarkes pan herds all )>is, 
Ful mekil ioy J)ai made i-wis 
Might fax na langer mumi[n]g mith 
wid cri J)ai ioy )>ai gun to keid. 17976 
[Q]ven sathan sau ]}ai santes sere 

Make tuix paim sua blithful chcre, 
Duke of dede and prince of hell, 
Till hell bigan J)us to spell, 
' Hell,' he said, ' ma pe redi 
At leceiue iesu nu in hij, 17982 

)>at roses him-self goddes sura to be. 
And pogh. m&n dede dredand es he, 
And said for blod )>at he sal schede. 
His saule was dreri for pe dede. 
Hard has he werraid me again, 
And mekil merrid of mi main. 17988 
)>at i made wode, halt, blind, and mesel, 
wid word allane he gaue palm hele, 
I taght ]}e dede men als J)in auen, 
Bot quilk he has p&im fra pe drauen.' 
[])]an ansuerd hell to prince sathan, 
Qnat es he 1 ))at sua mightful ane, 
gOttingen 



J)i fadir cors he shal vp reise 
And mony opere bi fo weyse 
So holy as he shal be noon 
Houen shal he be in flum iurdon 
whenne he shal stije vp of pat stronde 
J5e oile he shal bringe in honde 
Of his mercy to anoynt alle vnp 
\>ai seken trou)7e \f\p grace or gt'xp 
And to alle ))o pat ben baptist 
To lastyng lif in name of crist 
\>ai goddes son so muchel of my3t 
Among monkynd6 shal he li^t 
]>\ fadir shal he bringe & his 
Fro belle to paradis fat blis 
\)o patrearkes pai ])is herd 
Wij) mucliel ioye fo f ei ferd 
Moumyng among hem )k) was gon 
WiJ) cry )>ei ioyeden euerychon 
IT whenne sathan say )>o seyntis dere 
Make al ]}at mery chere 
J)e duke of deej) & pnnce of belle 
To belle bigon he ])us to spelle 
Helle he seide make )>e redy 
To receyue ihe^u hastily 
\>ai boste him goddes sone to be 
And ^itt )7e dee)> ful sore drad he 
He seide for def pai he shulde dyje 
His flesshe was seke & drewrye 
Harde ha)) he werred me a3ayn 
And muchel marred of myn mayn 
whom I made blynde halt or meselo 
Wif his word he jaf hem hele 
I broujte pQ dede men as fin awen 
Whiche he haf helle fro fe drawen 
IT Jjennevnswerde helle to pnnce sath on 
what is he pai so myjty on 

TRINITY 



1032 HKLL ASKS, "WHO IS JESDSl WHY DOES HE PEAB DEATH) IP HE IS ALL- 
POWERFUL NOTHING CAN WITHSTAND HIM j HE WILL PUT TOU IN ETERNAL WOE." 



So.myjty & of deef so ferd, 17996 
SiJ) alle fe men of fe werd. 
vndir J>e ben in watir & londe, 
And )>ou hast broujte hem to myn 
If fou be so myjty fus, [honde. 

What maner mon is fat iesus 1 1 8000 
fat werref on f e euery whore, 
And sifen dredej) dee)> so sore. 
Si)) his monhede is of siche my^t, 
who may a3eyn his godhede fi^t ? 
I saye si]) he is al weldonde, 18005 
Is no )>ing may his wills wifstonde. 
Why dredde he dee)> wost )>ou not, no, 
not for to bigyle )>e so. 18008 

He wole fe take to wo to wende 
To be )>er-in wi)>outen ende.' 
Sathan )>enne to helle vnswerde, 
He seide, * why art f ou aferde 1 
Heceyue ictfu fou lifer hyne, 18013 
Oure werreour bof e myne & fyne. 
I haue oure iewis made in stryue, 
wif bitt^ peyne him brynge of lyue, 
I made hem ryse a3eyne8 him 18017 
To smyte him wif a spere ful grym. 
Eysel I made hem menge wif galle, 
For to slake his furst wif-alle. 18020 
On tre I dude hem him to hynge, 
And nayles J)our3e feet &hondis stywge, 
f e tyme comyng is now ful nere, 
fat def shal brynge him to vs here.' 
Helle ^af to satan vnswere, 18025 
* At f is tyme f ou hast tolde me here, 
fat fis same man was he [coi.s] 

fat dede men dide drawe fro me ;] 
For mani haf i halden here, ^^***Jjy'K^^ 
fat qiiils fai in fe world were 18030 

COTTON (aRUNDEL MS.) 



So mighty and of* deth so ferd 
Synne alle the men of* the werd 
vnder the bene in wat^ and lond 
and thowhast broght hem to myn) bond 
yf* fun be so mighty fus 
What maner man is that lestis 
That werry th on the euery whoi' 
and sithen dredyth deth so sore 
Synne his manhode is of* sache might 
Who may ayen his god-hede fight 
I sey senne he is alle weldand 
is no-thyng may his wille wtt/e-stond 
why dredif he deth wost f ou not no 
Not but for to be-gile the so 
he wille the take to wo to wend 
To be there-ynne wit^-outyn end 
Satan thanne* to helle answerd 
he seid why art f ou so ferd 
resceyve Ic*u f ou lythur hyne 
Our* warriour* bothe myne & thyne 
I haue oui* iewis made in stryve 
^yiih byttyr payne hym bryng of* ly ve 
I made liem ryse ayenst hym 
To symte hym with a spere futt' grym 
Eyselle I made hem meng vriih galle 
•ffor to slake his thurst wttA-alle 
On tre I did hem hym to hyng 
and naylis thorogh fete & bonder styngge 
The tyme is now comyng nere 
That dethe shalle bryng hym to vs here 
IT helle yaf* to satan answere 
Are this tyme f ou hast told me here 
That thi^ same man was he 
That dede men did draw fro me 
ffor many haue I holdyn here 
while that they in word were 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



SATAN REPLIES, "WHY ARE YOU AFRAID 1 RECEIVE YOUR ENEMY. I MADE 1033 
MY JEWISH ELDERS RISE AGAINST HIM ; DEATH WILL NOW BRING HIM HERE." 



' Sua mightful man for dede sua radd, 

Bipen all fe mighti men er stadd. 

vn)>er )>e bath in water and land, 17997 

And ]}U has broght ])aim to mi hand. 

If Jni fan be sua mighti )>us, {} col. s] 

Quatkin a man es ])at iesus 1 

)>at werrais on fe euer-ai quate, 18001 

And 8i])en es dredand dede sua sare. 

Si])en his manhed es suilk of might, 

Qua mai ]}an gain his goddehed fight? 

I sai, sij)en he es all weilldand, 18005 

Es na thing mai his will widstand. 

Qui dredes he dede ? fn wate noght, na, 

Noght hot forto suike )>e sua 

He will fe take and waif in wa 

To lend Jar-in euer and a.' 18010 

[S]ir sathan ])an till hell ansuerd, 

And said, ' qui art )7U sua ferd ? 

Eeceiue iesvL fou witherwin, 

vr werreur bath mi and fine. 18014 

I haue him fandit to driue to dede, 

Mine eldrin folk of iuen lode 

Haue i done rise againes him, 

To strike him wid a spere ful grim. 

Aisel haue i blend wid gall, 18019 

For to sleke his threist wid-all ; 

On tre i haue him gert to hing. 

And nailis thoru his hend to sting ; 

fe time es nu comand nere, 18023 

fat dede sal bring him till ys here.' 

[fjan gaf hell to sathan ansuer, 

* fu said it me sum time are, 18026 

fat fis ilke man was he 

was wont to drau fe dede men fra me; 

for mani haue i halden here, 

fat quihs fai in fis werld were 18030 

G6TTINGEN 



So mi^ty & of deef so ferd ' Deaf io9i 

Sif alle f e men of f e werd 

Vndir f e ben in watir & lond 

And f ou hast brou3t hem to myn bond 

If f ou be so my^ti f us 

What maner is fat ihe^us 

J)at werref on f e euerywhore 

And sif en dredef def so sore 

Sif his monhede is of suche mi^t 

who may a^eyn his godhede ^^t 

I say sif he is al weldonde 

Is no f ing may his wille wifstonde 

whi dredde he deef wostou not no 

Not but for to bigile f e so 

He wol f e take to wo to wende 

To be f erynne wif outen ende 

Sathan feuTie to belle ynswerde 

He seide whi art f ou so ferde 

Receyue ihe^u f ou Kf er hyne 

Oure werreour bofe myn & fine 

I haue oure iewes made in stryue 

"Wif bittwr peyn him brynge of lyue 

I made hem rise a3eynes him 

To smyte him wif a spere ful grym 

Eisel I made hem menge wif galle 

For to slake his first wif alle 

On tre I dud hem him to hynge 

And nailes f our^e feet & hondes stinge 

J)e tyme is now comynge neere 

pai def shal bringe him to ys here 

IT Helle jaf to sathan vnswere 

Ar fis tyme f ou hast tolde me here 

pat fis same mon was he 

pat dede men dud drawe fro me 

For mony haue I holden here 

whil fat f ei in world were 

TRINITY 



1034 HELL SATS, '^OTHEBS HAVE, BT PRATEB, STOLEN THE DEAD FROM ME, BUT HE 
DOES IT BT HIS WORD. DID HE LOOSE LAEABUS V ** HE VEXES US MANY WAYS." 



Has had ded men ftSL me hej^en, 
Koght wit })air might hot his of heuen. 
He fat of heuen es all weldand, 
He gaf fe ded to J^am praiand^ 18034 
And ))is iesus quat man him knaus, 
^at ]}U8 )>e ded ai fra us draus ; 
Noght wit praier als o)>er did, 18037 
Bot \nt his word pat he wald hidd. 
Mai fall pis es pat ilk ie^us, 
])at stincand lazarum fra us 
Of his erthing pe thrid dai 
Laisd and him ledd a-wai, 18042 

pQ quilk al ded him quick i jald, 
J>is word wit-stand had i na wald.' 
)>an gaf ansuar, pat fals fede, 
]>at prince es hath and duk o ded, 
* )>iB ilk iesus for-soth es pat 18047 
pat greuis vs in mani-quat.* 
IT Quen hell had herd sathan sau, 
Said, ^ of him me standes au, 
Thoru vr mightes bath to-gedir 18051 
I pQ for-bede fou bring him hider. 
For quen i word herd pat he badd 
I quok for him, sua wex i radd ; 
And als min wicked werkes eke 
For-blended wer thoru his aun speke. 
Ne la3ar had we na hald, 18057 
Bot titter ]}an o tunge es tald, 
Fra hus he lepe selcutli light, 
Was nener em sa fus o flight 
Til he come far his licam lai, 18061 
And far-wit went he forth his wai. 
Als wat i nu, and wenis noght, 
pat he pat suilkins mightes moght 
Es god stalworth weldand in will 
In manhed mighti to ful-fill, 18066 

COTTON 



have reft dede men) fro me even 
Xot wi't/t her might bote is of* heuyn) 
he that is of* hevjn kyng 
he yaf" the dede to hem praying 
What is this Iesus yriiJi hb laws 
That pus the dede from vs drawis 
Not wit^ praier as othir dec! 
But 00 word that he wolcJ byd 
hit may be pia is pat Iesus 
That stynckyng lazar toke fro vs 
, Of* his grave the iiij*** day 
he hym toke and lad away 
that dede from deth to lyf* he dight 
his word wtt^-stond had he no might 
IT That answerd that fals of< rede 
Prynce of helle & duke of* dede 
This ilk* lestts sothely is he 
That makyth vs oft grevyd to be 
IT Whan helle herd sathans saw 
Of* hym he seid me stondyth aw 
Thorough our^ myghte^ bo the to-geder 
I the for-bede pon bryng hym hefer 
flFor when in erthe a word he bad 
y quoke for hym so was i drad 
And alle my wyckyd werkes eke 
fifordon) were thorogh hym so meke 
Als of* lazar had we noii) hold 
Bot sonner fen of* tong* is told 
flrom vs he lep selcowf e light 
was nevir em) so fresh to flight 
TiUe he come per his lycam lay 
And so went forth bothe her way 
Welle wote y now <fe wene yt no^t 
he that suche mightes wroght 
ys stalworth god weldyng in wille 
And manhode mighty to fuH-fille 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



'ORBIOS SATAN TO BRINa JESUS THERE. WHEN HE WAS ON EARTH HELL 1035 



it 



BD ; THEY HAD NO HOLD ON LAZARUS. " I KNOW HE IS THE MIOHTT GOD. 



fce had dede men fra me he^en, 
wid )>air might bot his of heuen. 
of heuen es all weildand, JJ|* p*^' 
le pe dede to ])aim praiand, 
s iesus qnat man him knaus, 
5 fe dede he fra vs draus ; 
wid praier als ofer did, 18037 
d his word fat he wald bid. 
11 )>is es )7at ilk iesuSf 
ikand lazarun fra vs 
erding \>e thridd dai 
^d him, and ledd away, 18042 
k al dede him quick he ^ald, 
►rd widstand had i no wald.' 
aue ansuer, )7at fals fede, 
h es pnnce and duke of dede, 
: iesus es for-soth fat 18047 
uis vs in mani-quat.' 

hell had herd f is sathan saw, 
n me standes mekil aue, 
vr mightes bath to-gedir 18051 
rbede f u bring him hedir. 
en in erde word fat he bad 
c for him, sua wex i rad ; 

mine wicked werkes eke 
Qe war thoru his auer speke. 
azarun had we na hald, 18057 
ter fan of tung es tald, 
he lepe sclcuthli light, 
ner em sua fus to flight 
come far his licam lay, 18061 
ir-wid went him forth his way. 
at i nu, and wenis noght, 
fat suilkin mightes moght 
d stalworth weildand in will 
anhed mighti forto fulfill, 18066 

OdTTINOEN 



Han rafte dede men fro me euen 
]^ot vrith her my^t but his of heuen 
He fat is of heuen kynge 
He 3af f e dede to hem prayinge 
What is f is ihe^u^ wif his lawes 
fat fus f e dede from vs drawes 
Not wif p7'cyere as of ere did 
But o worde fat he wolde bid 
Hit may be f is is fat ihe^us 
J)at stynkynge la3er toke fro vs 
Of his graue f e ferf e day 
He him toke & lad away 
fat dede from def to lif he di3t 
His word wifstonde had he no myjt 
IT J)enne vnswerde fat fas of rede 
Prince of helle & duke of dede 
pis ilke ihe^t^ sof ely is he 
pat makef vs ofte greued to be 
whenne helle had herde sathan sawe 
Of him he seide me stondef awe 
f our^e oure myitis bofe to gider 
I f e forbede f ou bringe him hider 
For whenne in erf e awerd he bad 
I quook for him so was I drad 
And alle my wickede werkes eke 
Fordone were f our^e him so meke 
Als of lajer had we noon holde 
But soiler fen of tonge is tolde 
From vs he lep selcouf li3t 
Was neuer em so fresshe to fli3t 
Til he coom fere his licam lay 
And so went forf bofe her way 
Wei woot I now & wene hit nou3t 
He fat suche my3tes wrou3t 
If stalworf e god weldynge in wille 
And monhede my3ti to fuLfillo 

TRINITY 



1036 " IF TOU BRING JESUS HERE, HE WILL LEAD TO LIFE ALL WHO ARE SHUT UP 
IN DOOM OF DEATH WITH MB." A LOUD VOICE CRIBS, " UNDO YOUR GATE." 



And es sauaer o mans lede. 18067 
And if J)ou hider-ward him lede, 
All )>at here sperd ar wit me, 
In prisun o mi cruelte. 
Dun in dome o ded sa dime, 18071 
To lijf he sal Jam lede wit him.' [» ooi. i] 
^ir To-quik fat hell and prmce sathan 
Made fam emell sli mumand man, 

far come a steaen als thoner blast, 
A gastli uoice criand ful fast, 18076 

* fe prmce of hell, vndos your yate ! 
J)e king o blis will haf in-late.' 
Qu^n hell herd fis, he said onan, 

' f ou do fe hefen fra me, sathan ! 
A faint fighter me thine er fou, 18081 
Hu sal f ou fight a-gain ie«u ? ' 
Wit pis gaf hell it-self a braid, 
And kest vte sathan fan and said, 
' Til his wicked werkes samen 18085 
Spers your yates, fis es na gamen. 
Your brasin yates spers nu wele, 
And bindes f am wit barrs o stele. 
And forces yow wit might and m[a]in 
Stalworthli to stand a-gain, 18090 
At we, wit all fat we wald, 
Be tan in ofer mans fald.* 
f f is herd f e santcs all, and said 
Till hell wit wordes of up-braid, 

* Bot open up fin yates wide, 18095 
Lete in fe king, wit-vten bide ! 

In sal he com, fe kyng o bliss.' 
Dauid saitt on hei wit f is 

* Sted,' he said, ' nu tas mi saus 

fat i for-tald in form daus, 18100 

COTTON 



And is Bavyoui^ of* mannys sede 

And yf f ou hym hydyr lede 

Alle that herd are of* men with meyne 

In preson off my Cruelte 

done by dome to deth so dym 

To lyff« he wille hem lede vrith hyin) 

W while thathelle& prince Saton) 
Made to-gedyr f is momyng 
mone 
There come a stevyn as thonder-blast 
A Grostly V03'S Crjring fast 
ye prynce* off* helle mdothe your yate 
The kyng of* blisse woUe haue in late 
when helle this here) it seid anoii) 
do now go hen fro me saton) [iMfiM] 
A faint fyghter me thynck art fon 
how wylt f ou fight wiVi lesu. now 
wtt^ that yaf* helle yt-self* abraide 
And cast out f o Satan & seid 
To his wyckyd werke* samen 
spere your^ yate* f /s is no gamen 
your* brasyn yate* sper^ you welle 
And byndyth hem with haire^ of* stele 
Enforsyth you with might and mayne 
Stalworthely to stond ayen 
Ar ye wiUi alle tho that we no wold 
Bytake in ofer mennys hold 
IT This herd tho seinte* alle & seid 
To helle with worde* off* vnbreid 
Opyn vp the yatee helle wyde 
lette ynne oui* kyng wit/i-outyn abyde 
he woUe in come the kyng of* blis 
Dauid seid anon) with this 
To end he seid now comyf my saws 
That I seid by old Daws 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



HELL OAST OUT SATAN, AND SHUT HIS BRAZEN GATES WITH BABS OF STEEL, 1037 
RESISTING. BUT ALL THE SAINTS ORT, '' OPEN TOUR GATES, LET IN THE KING 1 " 



And es sauueor of manes lede. 18067 
And if ]}u hedir him lede, 
All )>at her here spred wid me, 
In prcsun of mi creuelte, 18070 

Done in dome of dede sua dim, [ooi. t] 
To lijf he sal faim lede wid him.' 
[TJOquilis fat hell and pn'nce sathan 
Made psdm emell sli mumand mane, 

fsLT com a steuen als thoru blast, 

A gasteli voice criand ful fast, 18076 

* 3e prtnces of helle, vndos 3ur 3ate I 
]>e king of blis will haue in-late.* 
Quen hell herd pia, it said on-ane, 

' fn do ^e he^en fra me, sathan ! 
A faint fighter me thine ert ])a, 18081 
Hu sal ])u fight again iesu. ? ' 
wid ))is gaue hell it-self a braid. 
And kest vte sathan fan and said, 
'Till his wicked werkis samen 18086 
Speris 3ar 3ati8, pia es no gamen. 
3ar brasen 3ates nu sepere 3e wele^ 
And bindes ))aim wid bar of stele. 
And forces 3U wid might and main 
Stalworthli to stand again, 18090 

Are 3e, wid all ])aa ]>at we wald, 
Be tane in ofer menes halde.' 
[]}]is herd fe saintes all, and said 
Til hell wid wordes of vpbraid, 18094 

* Bot opin vp )>in 3ates wide, 
Lat in )>e king, widvten bide ! 

In sal he c[u]me, )>e king of bUs.' 
Dauid said on hij wid j^is 

* Sted/ he said, ' nu tas mi saus 18099 
])at i fortald in forme daus, 

GOTTINGBN 



And is saueour of monies sede 

And if fou him hidur lede 

Alle fat here are of men wi)> meyne 

In prisoun of my cruelete 

Done hi dome to de)> so dym 

To lyf he wol hem lede wif him 

Whil fat helle & pnnce sathon 
Made to gider fis moumyng 
mone 
^pere coom a steuen as fondir blast 
A goostly vois criynge fast [Ueafiw.bkj 
30 prmces of helle vndof 30ure 3ate 
J)e kyng of blis wol haue in late 
when7te helle f is herde hit seide anone 
Do now go hennes fro me sathone 
A feynt fi3tere me finke art fow 
How woltou fijte wif ihe^u now 
wij) pat 3af helle hit self abreid 
And cast out f sathan & seide 
To his wicked werkes samen 
Spere 3oure 3atis fis is no gamen 
30ure brasen 3ati8 spere 3e wele 
And byndef hem wif barres of stele 
Enforsef 30U wij) my3te & meyn 
Stalworfely to stonde a3eyn 
Ar 3e wif alle fo fat we ne wolde 
Be take in of ere mennes holds 
IT pis herde f seyntis alle & seide 
To helle wif wordes of vmbreide 
Open vp f i 3ates helle wide 
Let in 30ure kyng wif outen abide 
He wol in com f e kyng of blis 
Dauid seide anoon wif f is 
To ende he seide now com my sawcs 
pat I seide bi olden dawes 

TRINITY 



1038 THEN BURST THE GATES AND LOOKS. THEN SAID ISAIAH, ''THIS 18 HE WHOM 
I PROMISED SHOULD HAKE ALL GLAD, SPREADING A DEW TO HEAL ALL 



V 



His merci es knaun, ]>at lauerd king, 
And his selcuthes til ur oxspring.' 
pat brast pe brasen yates sa Strang, 
And stelen croc ^at ^ai wit hang. 
IT Said ysai fan, fat prophet, 18105 
' fis es pat i yow quUum het, 
Vp sal pe dede rise, i yow said, 
Vte o fair graf far f ai ware laid ; 
And fan f ai sal be blith and glaid, 
fe folk fat er in erth stadd, 18110 
For fra f e lauerd far light sale 
A deu, al for to mak f am hale. 
On fam sal spred, thoru his might, 
Als he in adam time hade hight. 18114 
To ded i said, ' quar es f i stang 1 ' 
TiU hell, * qwar ar fi mightes Strang T 
Quen f ai had herd fis of ysai, BJJ*Joi.?I 
fe santes all fai gaf a cri 18118 

TUl hell, * vn-do fin yates suith ! 
fou ert nu crachun fra fis sith. 18120 
Hell/ fai said, * ouercummen er fou 
And euer wit-vten might fra nuV 
And eft far come a mikel steuen, 
Al8 it a thoner war of heuen, 18124 
' Open yur yates ! yee prmces, wide, 
To blisful king, wit-vten bide ! 18126 
He will cum in, fat king o bliss.' 
Lot q7/^n fat hell had herd al fis 
fat suilk a steuen tuis had fam soght. 
He said, als he had wist it noght, 

* fat king o blis, quat es he, fat 1 ' 
Dauid fan said, *wel wat i qt^t 18132 
f e words fat i here of cri, 

Ful wel i knau fam,' said daui ; 

* For i wit propheci it hight 

Thoru fe haligast might, 18136 

COTTON 



hia mercy is knowyn that lord kyng 
And his selcowthe^ to our of<-8pryng 
Than brest tho brasyn yates strong 
And stelyn lokke« that thei^-on hong 
Then seid Isai the prophite 
This is that I sum-tyme be hight 
Vp shuld the dede lyse and seid 
Out of* the grave he was yime leid 
Then they shuld be mery and glad 
The folk* ihat in wo were stad 
ffor f£ro that lord shalle come in dole 
A dew of* rede to make hem hole 
On hem to spryng by his might 
As he in Adams tyme hight 

[ 

no gap in the M8J] 

When they hard this off* Isai 
Tho seinte* alle yaff* a Cry 
To helle / vndo the yates fast 
Now art fou wreche doun) cast 
helle they seid ouyr-comyn art fou 
And euyr wit^utyn might fro now 
And eft ther* come a mochiH stevya 
As yt were a thondcr of* heuyn 
Opyn your^ yates ye prync^ wyde 
To blessefuH kyng w/t/i-out abyde 
he wolle come yn / that kyng of* blis 
When that helle had herd this 
That this stevyn ij* had sowght 
Alas he seid that I was wroght 
The kyng off* blisse what is he fat 
Dauid seid I wote wele what 
Thise worded that I here-of* Cry 
Welle I know hem seid dauy 
£For I wit^ prophesy had hight 
By the holy goste« might 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



THE SAINTS OBT, ''OPEN, HELL THOU ART OVERCOME." AGAIN A GREAT VOICE. 1030 
HELL ASKS, "WHO IS THE KING OF BLISS V DAVID BAYS, "WELL I KNOW THAT CRY." 



His mere! his knauen, \>at lauerd king, 
And his selcuthes til vr ospring.' 
)>an brast ^e brasen ^ate sua Strang, 
And stelin lock fat ^ar-on hang. 
[)>]an said ysai, fat prophete, 18105 
' f is es ]}at i quilum 3U hete, 
yp sal ])e dede rise, i 3U said, 
vte of fair graue fai war in-laid ; 
And fanfaisalbeblithandglad, 2J"}*****' 
fat folk fat er in erd stad, 18110 

For fra f e lauerd f ar-in light sale 
A dca, al forto make f aim hale. 
On faim sal sprede, thorn his might, 
Als he in adam time had hight. 18114 
To dede i said, * quar es f i stang^ ' ? 
To hell, * quar es f i mightes Strang * ? 
Quen fai had herd f is of ysai, [^ms. stand.] 
fe santes all fai gaue a cri 18118 

Till hell, ' vndo fin jates suith I 
Ku ert f u orach an fra f is sight. 
Hell,' fai said, * ouercomen art f u 
And euer widvten might fra nu 1 * 
[A]nd jeit far comen a mekil steuen, 
Als it war a thoner of heuen, 18124 
* Opin 3ur -^ates ! ^e pi'inces, wide. 
To blisful king, widvten bide ! 
He wil cum in, fat king of blis.' 18127 
Bot qusLU fat hell had herd all f is 
fat fis steuen tuis had faim soght, 
He said, als he had herd it noght, 
' fat king of blis, quat es he, fat 1 ' 
Dauid said fan, * wele wate i quat 
fir wordes fat i here of cri, 18133 
Ful wele i knau faim,' said daui ; 
' For i wid propheci had hight 
Thorn fe haligastes might, 18136 

gOttingbn 



His mercy is knowen fat lord kyng 
And his selcouf es to cure ospring 
)}enne brast f brasen ^ates strong 
And stelen lokes fat \>ere on hong 
J)enne seide Isay f e prophete 
l>at is fat I som tyme bihete 
Vp shulde f e dede rise I seide 
Out of f e graue he was In leide 
f en7ie f ei shulde be mery & glad 
J)e folke fat in wo were stad 
For fro fat lord shal com in dole 
A dew of redde to make hBm hole 
On hem to sprede bi his my3t 
As he in Adames tyme hi3t 

[ • • 

no gap in the MS.] 

Whence f ei herde fis of Isay 
pe seintls alle 3af a cry 
To helle vndo f i 3atis fast 
Now artou wrecche doun cast 
Helle fei seide ouercomen art f ow 
And euer wif outen my3te fro now 
And efte fer coom a mechel steuen 
As hit were a f ondir of heuen 
Open vp 3oure 3atis 3e prmces wide 
To blisful kyng wif outen abide 
He wol com In fat kyng of blis 
whenne fat helle had herde fis 
fat fis Steven twyes had sou3t 
Alas he seide fat I was wrou3t 
\)e kyng of blis what is he fat 
Dauid seide I woot wel what 
Jjese wordis fat I here of cry 
Wel I knowe hem seide dauy 
For I wif propheci had hi3t 
£i f e holy gostis my3t 

TRINITY 



1040 DAVID SATS, ''the BLISSFUL KINO IS THE LORD, STRONG AND MIGHTY, WHO 
BOWS DOWN TO THE SINNER'S SIGH. JJEH IN THE KING." JESUS CAME IN. 



And fat i tald had for-wit fan 18137 

I sai pe nu, wele i it can. 

fe lau^ fat es sua mikel o might, 

fat es sa Strang and stijf in fight, 

fe blis-ful kyng fis es fat ilk, 18141 

For far mai be nanof er suilk. 

He fat bi-heild fra heuen don 

To here f e plaint of his pnsun. 

Of his sinful sighand sa sare, 18145 

To lese f am o band and care. 

And f ou hell, sua fule stinkand thing, 

Vn-do, lete in f e blisful king ! ' 

IT Quils dauid talked f us til hell 

Sli words als yee here me tell, 18150 

fat kyng fat al has in his weld. 

He come in wit a blisful beild, 

f e lauerd self in his godd-hede 

Wit-in f e scape of ur manhede. 

faa waful wras sa dedli dim, 18155 

All lighted f e lem fat come wit him, 

Brast all f e bandes of ur sete. 

And visite us wit grett delite. 

In fat mirknes far we lai, 

Eue?' in night wit-vten dai. 18160 

* IT Qwen hell and ded sagh it be sua, 
f ai and fair werkes ful o wa, [» coi 2j 
f ai war for-wondred o fat light, 

In fair contre f ai sagh sa bright. 
Quen fai sa brathli iesu. sagh, 18165 
mang fair settles stad sa lagh, 
O fair pride thoght f am litel plan 
And gaf a cri wit mikel au ; 18168 

* Qtiat ert f ou, f us es hider cummen, 
f us has hus in f i pouste nommen 1 
Wi qwat ert f ou fat es sa wight 

Vr scenscep for to scau to d right 1 

COTTON 



That I told by-foi* of* than 
I sey you now welle yt can 
That lord that is Wit^-outyn wrowg 
And eujrr in myght aliche strong 
This blesfuH kyng it ia that eche 
ffor thei* may be non) of er suche 
he that by-held flFrom heuyn doun) 
To here the playnt off* his preson 
how they in synfutt sy^hyng wai* 
he thought to lose hem out of* cai^ 
Now thow helle fulle of* styng 
Vndo let ynne thy blesfutt kyng 
While Dauid seid thus to helle 
Suche worded as ye herd me telle 
The kyng that alle thyng hath in weld 
he come ynne with a blesfuH held 
The lord hym-self* in his godhede 
Come thei* for to do that ded 
Tho wofufl wore so dedly dym 
Alle lig[h] tyd the lym that come of* hy in 
he brest the bonder off* oui^ synne 
And made vs heuyn ayen to wyn) 
ffro that derkenes there we lay 
There euyr is nyght and euyr day 

Ttho helle and deth sie it be so 
they and her werke* full of* wo 
They wei* for-wondyrd of* that light 
In her contrey they sie no bryght 
when they lesus opynly saw 
Among her sete« there downe so low 
Of* her pride thought hem no prow 
They yaff* a Cry lowde y-now 
What art f ou pus hethir comyn 
Thow hast vs vritk thy posts nomyn) 
what art f ou that art so wyght 
Oui' shentship to shew in sight 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 



HIS LIGHT VISITED THEM IN DARKNESS. WHEN HELL AND DEATH SAW JESUS 1041 
COMB THEY CRIED, " WHO ART THOU THAT HAST TAKEN US BY THY POWER] " 



And f&t i tald of forwid ^an 18137 
I sai 3U nUy wele i it can. 
])e lau^rd p&t es sua mekil of might, 
])at es sua Strang and stif in fight, 
)>e blisful king pia es fat Uke, 18141 
For par mai be nano})er suilk. 
He pat biheld fra heuen doune 
To here fe plant of his presune, 
Of his sinful sighand sua sare, 18145 
To lese ]}aim vte of band of care, [i ooi. t] 
^And pn hell, sua fule stinkand sting, 
vndo, late in pe blisful king ! ' 
[QJuilis dauid teld ])us till hell 
Sli wordis als ^e herd me tell, 18150 
]>at king fat all has in his weild, 
He come in wid a blisful beUd, 
fe lauerd him-self in his goddhed 
wid-in fe schapp of vr manhed 18154 
fa. waful wras sua dedeli dim, 
All lighted fe leme fat come wid him, 
Brast all fe bandes of vr site, 
And visited vs wid grete delite, 18158 
In fai mirknes fai we lay, 
Euer in night widuten day. 
[Q]uen hell and dede sau it be sua, 
])ai and ^air werkis ful of wa, 18162 
J)ai war for-wondrid of fat light. 
In fair cu?itre fai sau sua bright. 
Quen fai sua brathli iesu sau, 18165 
£mang fair settlis stad sua lau, 
Of fair prid thoght f aim littel plan 
And gaue a cri wid mekil au ; 18168 
'Quat ert fu, fus es heder comen, 
f u has vs in f i pouste nomen ? 
Quat es fu fat es sua wight 18171 
vr schenschip forto scheu to dright 1 
66 gOttinoen 



pat I tolde bifore of fan 
I say jou now wel I hit can 
pat lord fat is wif outen wrong 
And euer in my^t I liche strong 
J^is blisful kyng hit is fat iche 
For fere may be noon of ere siche 
He fat bihelde fro heuen doun 
To here f e pleynt of his pn'soun 
How f ei in synful sikyng ware . 
He f ou3te to louse hem out of care 
Now f ou belle foule of sty like 
Vndo let In f i blisful kyng 
whil dauid seide fus to helle 
Suche wordis as ^e herde me telle 
pQ kyng fat al f ing haf in welde 
He coom in wif a blisful belde 
pe lord him self in his godhede 
Coom fere for to do fat dede 
J)o woful were so dedly dym 
Alle lifted f e leme fat coom of him 
He brast fe bondes of oure synne [if iii] 
And made vs heuen a3ein to wynne 
Fro fat derkenes fere we lay 
Jjere euer is ny3t & neuer day 
IT J50 helle & deef say hit be so 
Jjei & her werkes ful of wo 
Jjei were forwondride of fat li^t 
In her cuntre f ei say so brijt 
whenne f ei ihe^u openly sawe 
Among her setes f er doun so lawe 
Of her pride f ou3te hem no prow 
Jjei 3af a cry loude I now 
what art f ou fus hider comen 
Jjou hast vs wif f i pouste nomen 
What artou fat art so wi3t 
Oure shenshepe to shewe in sei3t 

trinity 



1042 " WHO ART THOU, SO GREAT, SO SHALL, KINO AND SLAVE, DEAD AND TET 
living) who ART THOU THAT LOOSEST THE FIRST SINNER, 



8aa pr/sful quar es |>ou o pigbt, 
fat lastand eigne |>e bers wit, 18174 
}>at thoru ))e wreth o |>i maieste 
Condemps J)us all ur pouste 1 
Quat ert |>ou, sua grett, sua small? 
)k)u ert sa lagh sa hei wit-all, 18178 
Bath als king and emparur 
And scapp o thrall sa stijf in stur, 
Sua stijf in stur, and king o blis, 
Ded and alsua liuand es, 18182 

}>at fe croice bar on him slan, 
And ded lai luken vnder stan. 
In fi deiing all thynges dred, 
fe stemes in J)air mightes medd, 
Bituix pe ded fre ert po\i nu, 18187 
Yr legionus all droues pon. 
And qtiat art pon pat louses ^aa 
pat formast sin sua band in wa ? 
pat casten war in caitif-te, 18191 

To formast fredom mas bou fre. 
Quat er tu pat sua wit }>i leme 
Ligbtes adam barn-teme, 18194 

]>at blind lai thoru mercknes o plight, 
And ])ou pat sceus sa selcut light ? ' 
IF ))us said all ];aa legiuns 
feindes, casten als crachuns, 18198 
pat ]^ai sua brathli dun war cast, 
]^ai war ful dred and al agast. 
Wit a voice all fai cried fan, 
* (^uepen es fou sua selcut man, 1 8202 
Man sua mighti, mikel and scene, 
And sifen of all costes cleno. 
For pe erthis werld fat has ben ai ^^^ 
Vr vnderlut als to fis dai, 18206 

fat aght us rent o yong and aid, 
Bot neuer fai suilk a rent us yal«l. 

COTTON 



So piycefuH what art pon of* pytE 
The lastyng syne that beryst fe with 
That thorow wreche off* thy mageste 
Condempnyst pon alle oui* pouste fJJ^ 
what art pon so grete and smalle 
That art so low and hie wtt^-alle 
Bothe as kyng and Emperoui' 
In shappe of* thralle so styf* in stoui* 
So strong pou art and kyng of blis 
Dede were pon and levyng is 
On the Crosse wore pon slone 
Ded lay pon lokyn ynder stone 
In thy dying alle thyng drad 
The sterns in her mightes made 
Of* that deth fre art pon now 
Oure legions alle distrowbelyst pon 
What art pon that lowsist so 
That formest synne bond to wo 
Tho that were cast in Caytyfte 
To formest fredom makyst pon free 
What art pon pat with thy leme 
lightynnest adams bamiteme 
That blynd lay by darkenes of« synne 
To muche light pon brynggist ynne 
Thus seid alle tho legions there 
Ot fendis that doune-castyn were 
Tho that 80 breuely were doune-cast 
They were futi ferd and sore a-gast 
Vfiih 00 voice alle Cried fan) 
Whethyn art f ou so selcowf e man 
So mighty a man & so shene 
And then of* alle synnys clone 
ffor alle this world yt hath bene ay 
Oui^ vndirlowte tylle now this day 
To bryng vs rent of* yong and old 
But nevir suche rent as pon yt yold 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



AND MAKES HIM FIRST FREE t THAT LIGHTEST UP ADAM's CHILDREN WITH THY 1043 
LIGHT % " THE FIENDS CRT, <*THE WORLD HAS NEVER PAID US SUCH RENT BEFORE.'* 



Sua prisful quat ert ])u of pith, 
^at lostand signe })e beris wit^ 18174 
])at thoru wreth of J)i maieste 
Condempnid )>u ]yus all vr pouste ? 
Quat ert \xi, sua grete, sua small ] 
^n ert sua lau and liei wid-all, 18178 
Bath als king and emperur 
In schap of thral sua stith in stur. 
Sua stith in sture, a7id king of bliss, 
Dede and alsua liuand es ; 18182 

)>at )ye croice bare on J)e slan, 
Dede lay luken ynderstan. 
In fi deieng all thinges died, Slf 'ij^ 
))e stemis in )>air mightes med, 
Bituix ]yi dede fre es ))u nu, 18187 
vr legions all drones )yu. 
[A]nd quat es |>u ])at louses sua 
])at formast sin sua band in wa 1 
]yat casten war in caitiuite, 
To formast fredom mas ]yu fre. 18192 
Quat es J)u ))at sua wid ])i leme^ 
Nu lightes adam bam-teme, [» ms. iime] 
fat blind lay thoru mirknes of plight, 
And })u J)aim scheus sua selcuth light ?' 
})us said all J)a legions 18197 

Of feindes, castin als crachuns, 
}>at ))ai sua brathli dune war cast, 
\dk\ war ful dred and all agast. 
wid a voice all fai crid fan, 18201 
' Que|>en es f u sua selcuth a man, 
Sua mekil man, mighti and schene, 
And sif en of all costes clene, 
For erdes werld fat has bene ay 
vr vnderlute all to fis day, 18206 
fat agh vs rent of 3ong and aid, 
Bot neuer suilk a rent f ai vs 3ald. 

gOttingen 



So prisfil what art f ou of pif 
J3e lastyng signe fat berest f e wif 
J)at f ourje wreche of f i maieste 
Condempnest f ou al oure pouste 
What art f ou so greet & smal 
)>ai art so lowe & he3e wif-al 
Bof e as kyng and empe^'our 
In shap of f ral so stif in stour 
So strong f ou art & kyng of blis 
Deed were f ou «& lyuyng is 
On f e crois were f ou sloon 
Deed lay f ou loken vndir stoon 
In f i de^ynge alle f ing dradde 
f e sterres in her my3tis madde 
Of fat def fre art f ou now 
Oure legiouTis alle disturbest f ow 
What art f ou fat lousest so 
f e formast synne bond to wo 
f o fat were cast in caitifte 
To formast fredome makestou fi*e 
what art f ou fat wif f i leme 
li3tonest Adames barmteme 
\>ai blynde lay bi derkenes of synne 
To mycbel li3t f ou bringest Inne . 
]?us seide alle f o legiouns fere 
Of fendes fat doun casten were 
\>o fat so bremely were douw cast 
\>Q\ were ful ferde & sore agast 
wif a vois alle cried fan 
Whennes art f ou so selcouf man 
So mi3ty a mon & so shene 
And f enne of alle synTies clene 
For alle f is world hit haf ben ay 
Oure vndirloute til now f is day 
To bringe vs rente of 3onge and olde 
But neuer suche rent as f ou hit 3olde 

trinity 



1 044 " WHO IS so BOLD AS TO COME HERE, NOT CARING FOR OUR PAINS 1 PER- 
HAPS THOU ART JESUS ] " JESUS THREW SATAN INTO HELL, AND DREW OUT ADAM. 



A ded man suilk als tis es an 18209 
Til us ne sent ]>ai neuer nan. 
Quat art ^u ])an ])ai es sa bald 
Cummen fis wise in-til vr hald 1 
Jat es noght for vr pines radd 18213 
Bot louses ]^at in ])aini er stadd. 
Qt^atkin maistri mas fou on hus 1 
Mai fall ]>ou ert ]>at ilk iesus 
f&t us sathan vr prince of tald, 18217 
And yi ded on rode sa bald, 
fat thoru fi ded apon ]>at tre, 
All fis werld suld bou to f e.' 
Wit fis can iesus him to wreth 18221 
Als f of he brath had bene in breth. 
Sathan, )>at pinful prince, he laght 
And ynder might of hell him taght, 
And adam til-ward him he drogh, 
far blis o brightnes was i-nogh. 18226 
Hell hint fam fat gera[r]d grim I 
And selcut snarpli snibbed him, 
* f ou prince o tinsel and f ou duk 
wastful werr, sir belzabuk, 18230 
Skorning f ou art o god angel, 
Despit of al rightwis and lei ; 
f e king o blis qui did f ou hang 
And higbt us haf sa mikel fang. 
Bot nu fi sothed wel es kydd, 18235 
fat litted wist f ou qiuit f ou did ; 
Lou I nu hu f is iesus her 
Thoru light of his godhed sa cler, 
Vr mirckenes driues he all dun, 18239 
f e bandes broken of ur pr/sun. 
f is bunden has he reft us fra, 
And all fat wepe wit-in vr waa, 
f ai faild us sua at vr bidding 18243 
Es all for-dun for fair praiing. 

COTTON 



A dede man suche as f ou art ooh) 
To vs ere sent yt nevir non) 
What art f ou that art so bold 
To come this wyse in-to oui* hold 
That art not for oui* pynys drad 
But lowsyst tho in payne be stad 
What manar mastry makyst f ou on vs 
May ffallo fou art that ilk* Iesus 
That Satan our* prynce vs of* told 
And of* thy dethe on rode so bold 
That thorogh thy deth vpon that tre 
Alle this world shuld bow to the 
Wtt^ that Iesus wrath by-gan 
Sone was yt sene of* Satan fan) 
Satan that paynefuH prynce he lawght 
And vnder myght of* belle by-tawght 
And adam toward hym he drow 
There blisse of* brightnes was ynow 
helle hent then that Gerard grym 
And wonder sharply suybbyd hym 
IF Thow prince he seid of* loos & duke 
Of wastfuH werk Sir belaabub 
Out-cast fou art of* goddr* Angillo 
dyspyte of* alle rightwys and lele 
The kyng ot blisse why diddist fou hong 
To do vs lese that we had long 
But now thy foly welo is kyd 
Lytitt wyst fou what fou did 
lo now how this Iesus here 
Thorogh light of* his godhede clere 
This markenes dryvith doiin) 
And bondis brekyth off* his presoun) 
his boundyn hath he reft vs fro 
And alle that wepyn within oui* wo 
They serve vs so that our* byddyng 
ys alle for-done with her praying 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



HELL SEIZED THE DEVIL AND SNUBBED HIM; — " PRINCE OF WASTEFUL WAR, 1045 
THY FOLLT IS NOW SEEN ; JESUS DRIVES DOWN DARKNESS, AND FREES PRISONERS." 



A dede man suilk als ]>is es ane 
Til VB 3eit sent ]>ai neuer nane. 18210 
Quat es J)a ]>an pat es sua bald 
Comen pis wise in till vr hald 1 
fat es noght for vr pines radd 18213 
Bot louses p2k in paiim er stadd. 
Quatkin maistri mas pu on vs 1 
Mai fall p\i art fat ilk ihesus 18216 
fat sathan vr pnnce vs of tald, 
And of f i dede on rode sua bald, 
fat thoru f i dede apon fat tre, 
All fis werld suld bou to fe.' 18220 
[w]id fis gan lesus him to wreth 
Als f ou he brath had bene i/^reth. 
Sathan, fat pinful prmce, he laght [ool «] 
And vnder might of hell bitaght, 
Andadara till ward hedrogh,^ [i Ms.droght] 
far blise of brightenes was enogh. 
Hell hint fan fat gerard grim ! 18227 
And selcuth snapli snybbid him, 
* f u prince of tinsel and f u duke 
Of wastful werk, sir belzabuk, 18230 
Schorning f u ert of gode angele, 
Despit of all right wis and lele ; 
f e king of blis qui did f u hang 
And hight us haue sua mekil fang. 
Bot nu fi sothhed wele es kid, 18235 
fat littil wist wist f u quat f u did ; 
Lo ! nu hu fis iesus here 
Thoru light of his goddhed clere, 
fe mirknes driues all dune, 18239 
And f e bandes brekes of vr prcsun. 
His bunden has he reft vs fra. 
And all fat wepe widin vr wa, 
fai faieP vs sua fat vr bidding 18243 
£s all fordone wid fair p?'aiing. 

OOTTINGEN [> MS. udel] 



A deed mon suche as f ou art one 
To vs er sent hit neuer none 
What art f ou fat art so bolde 
To com fis wise into oure holde 
pat art not for oure pynes drad 
But lousest f in hem bistad 
What maner maistry makestou on vs 
May falle f ou art fat ilke Ihesus 
fat sathan oure prince vs of tolde 
And of f i deef on rode so bolde 
pat f our3e f i def vp on fat tre 
Al fis world shulde bowe to f o 
Wif fat ihesus wraf f e bi-gon 
Soone was hit scne of sathan f on 
Sathan fat pyncful prmce he lau3t 
And vndir my3t of helle bitau3t 
And Adam toward him he drow3e 
J3ere blis of bri3tenes was ynow3e 
Helle hent f euTie fat gerard grym 
And wondir sharply snybbed him 
IT J)ou prince of loos he seide & duk 
Of wastful werk sir belsabuk 
Out cast f ou art of goddes aungele 
Dispit of alle ri3twis & lele 
pe kyng of blis whi dostou honge 
To do vs lese fat we had longe 
But now f i foly wel is kyd 
Litel wistou what f ou did 
Lo how now fis ihesus here [leaf iii, back] 
pouT^e li3t of his godhede clere 
pia merkenes dryuef doxin 
And bondes brekef of fis pnsoun 
His bounden haf he rafte vs fro 
And alle fat wepen wif in/ie oure wo 
f ei seme vs so fat oure biddyng 
Is al fordone wif her preying 

TRINITY 



1046 "now our kingdom will be overthrown. SATAN, WHY DID YOU DO ITt 
NONE WILL NOW MOAN OR WEEP. ALL THE RICHES THAT YOU WON THROUGH ADAM 

Nu es all vr kingdom for-dune, 18245 Now is oui* kyii[g]dom for-done alle 

man-kind mon we gett ful fuue, Of* mankynd gete we foH smalle 

For J>ar-wit nu ]>ai thrett ns sare [ 

^t ded war ful vnlouwis are, 18248 

])atneiiermoglit be blithnegladd. [001.1] 

Qiiils ))ai in caitifte war stadd. no gap in tlie ATS.] 

Sathan, Jjou fader of wickedhed, Satan fadir off* wyckydhede 

Quarfor did ]>ou suilk a dede 1 18252 Why hast fou done suche a dede 

Lo ! ])ir |>at lang vnder us has bene Tho that han long vnder vs bene 

Wit-vten hope in trei and tene, Wytfi-out hope in tray and tene 

Ku es here nan |>at wil J)am mene, Kone is that Aville hym deyne 

Ke tere a^pon )}air chekes sene. A tere of* his eien lete reyne 

Ha ! sathan pnnce of hell here, A Satan prjmce of helle hex* 

And ]you ]^at es ])ar-of porter, 18258 And ^<m^ that art thereof* portei' 

All ]mt J)ou wan and mad ])e rike Alle that )>ou wan the to lyke 

Thoru adam and )>e tre wit suike, Thorogh adam and the tre wit/i swyke 

And thoru ])e tinning of paradis, Thow madist hem lese paradice 

Nu has J>ou tint on oJ)er wis, hem hast Jjou lost now othir-wyse 

)>ou has tint thoru ))e rode tre, 18263 Thow hast hem lost by his rode tre 

And gladscip al es gan fra ))e. And now shulle they go from the 

Sin Jjou fe king o blis werraid WitA the kyngof blissehast f rm werrid 

And sua Jji-self has vnder-laid. And so thy-self* ovyr-tarvid 

Fra nu for, vnderstand fou wele ffro now vnde7'stond yt wele 

Hu fele pines ai sal Jjou fele, 18268 ffuii: many paynys shalt fou fele 

IIu feil, hu lastand, and hu hard ffuti fele lastyng and fulle herd 

fat j>ou sal drei wit-in mi ward ! Thow shalt dry w/t/i-ynne my ward 

Ha ! prince sathan, duk o dede, Have prynce Satan duke of* dedo 

Heifd pride, qui gaf fou rede hede off pride why yaf* ]>ou rede 

Jis ilk ie^ to crucifi, 18273 That ilk* lesiLs to Crucefie 

Wit-vten skil, vn-rightwisli 1 W/ tA-outyn sky lie vnrightfully 

Qui was Jjou far-to sa bald Why was \o\x there-to so bold 

To bring j>at rightwis in vr bald 1 To bryng that rightwys in oui^ hold 

fat saccles hider for to lode ? 18277 That sakeles hetbir -for to lede 

HI has fou don f e-self to spede, ^ Evylle hast f ou done thy-self* to spedo 

For mani wick and misdede ffor many wyckyd and mysse-ded 

Has Jjou her nu tint for-fl 18280 hast fmi lost here for-thy c ie«f ico] 

COTTON FAIRFAX {lAUD MS.) 



AND THE LOSS OP PARADISE, YOU HAVE NOW LOST THROUGH THE ROOD TREE. 1047 

TOU WILL FEEL MANY LASTING PAINS IN MY KEEPING." HELL REPROACHES HIM. 

Nu es VT king-rike all for-done, 18245 Now is oure kyngdome fordone al 

Of mankind mon w[e] gete fol fone, Of monkynde gete we ful smal 

For far-wid nu ]>ai thret vs sare [ 

J)at dede war ful vnlouwis are, 

}>at neuer might be blith ne glad. 

Quilis fai in caitifbe war stad. 18250 . , . , no gap in the MS.^ 

Sathan, Jju fadir of wicked-hede, Sathan fadir of wicked hede 

Quarfor has ))u done suilk a dede 1 Whi hastou done suche a dede 

Lo ! fir fat lang vnder vs has bene \>o fat han longe vndir vs bene • 

widvten hope in tray and tene, 18254 Wifouten hope in tray & tene 

Nu es nane fat wil f aim mene, Noon is fat wol him deyne 

Ne tere apon fair chekes sene. A teer of his e^en let reyne 

[H]a ! sathan prince of hell here, A sathan pnnce of helle here 

And fu fat es far-of portere, 18258 And fou fat art ferof portere 

All fat f u wan and mad f e rike ' Al fat fou wan f e to like 

Thoru adam and f e tre wid suike, f our3e Adam & f e tre wif swike 

And thoru tining of paradise, JJJ'^*^^* fou madest hem lese paradise 

Nu has f u tint on of er-wise, Hem hastou lost now of ere wise 

fu has tint thoru his rode tre, 18263 \>ow. hast hem lost bi his rode tre 

And gladschip all es gane fra fe. And now shul f ei go from fe 

sif en f u f e king of blis werraid Wif kyng of blis hastou werrayed 

And sua f e-self has vnder-laid, And so f i self foule bitrayed 

Fra nu forth, vndf^rstand f u wele, Fro now vndirstonde hit wele 

Ful mani pines sal fu nu fele. 18268 Ful mony peynes shaltou fele 

Hu fele, hu lastand, and hu hard Ful fele lastyng & ful harde 

fat f u sal drei widin mi ward ! fou shal dre^e wif ynne my warde 

[H]a ! prince sathan, f u duke of dede, Haue pnnce sathan duke of dede 

Heued of pnde, qui gaue f u rede Heed of pr/de whi ^af fou rede 

fis ilk \e8U8 to crucifi, 18273 J)at ilke ihe«/« to crucifie 

widuten skil, vnrightwisli ? Wifouten skil vnri3twislye 

Qui was [fu] farto sua bald Whi wastou fe^iio so bolde 

To bring fat rightwisnes in to vr liald ? To bringe fat ri^twis in oure holde 

fat sackles hider forto ledel 18277 ]?at sakeles hidur so to lede 

111 has f u done f e-self to spede, Euel hastou done f i self to spede 

For mani wick and misdedi For mony wickede & mis dedy 

Haa f u nu here tint forf i.' 18280 Hastou lost here for-fi 

GOTTINGEN TRINITY 



1048 JESUS TELLS HELL THAT BATAN HENGEFORTH, INSTEAD OF ADAM AND HIS 
BBOOD, SHALL BE UNDEB HIS POWER. HE CALLS ALL, DAMNED THBO' THE DEVIL AND 



IT Quils \>at hell and sir sathan 18281 
Mad ]yi8 ))air mening o fair man, 
fe king o blis, als was his will, 
HeU fan said he fus-gat till, 
' pe prince sathan, sal lenge in pine 
Euer nu vnder pouste ]>ine, 18286 
In-sted of adam and his broide. 
And all min rightwis men and gode ' 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS,] 

"Wit ]>is he strecked for[th] his hand. 

And said til his J)at he ))ar faand, 

' Cums to me mi santes nu, 18293 

All nu ))at licknes has on yow, 

Cums nu hider yee all to me, K^}.?] 

Jat thoru pQ warlau and a tre 

All dampned war, nu sal ye se 

A tre do him to dampned be, 18298 

To ded you deme he did sa dim 

Nu sal j>at ded be dempt on him.' 

Alsuith was al pat godd geing 

Lopen vnder fat lauerdes weing, 

Adam he be Jje righthand ches, 18303 

And said, * adara i give fe pes. 

To pQ and all childer fine, 

And til all ofer rightwis mine.* 

Adam fell dun for-wit his fete 18307 

And spak til him, wit wonges wete, 

* Lauerd,' he said, * i sal j>e prais. 

For j)ou tan me to fi pais ; 

far i wit mi faas was vm-sett 

I cald on fo, fou has me bett; 18312 

Jjou has me werd all fra pe wrak 

faim fat Icpe vn-to f e lake. 

All his santes nu sal yee sing, 

In his wirscip fat es vr king. 18316 

COTTON 



Whyle that helle and foule Saton 
Madyn pica her morenyng mone 
The kyng of^ blisse as was his wille 
helle he seid this maner tylle 
Prynce Satan shalle duelle in pyne 
Euyr vndir pouste thyne . 
In stede o{* Adam and his brode 
And alle rightwys men and good 
To me fro you shalle I draw 
That of* yon shalle they stond non) aw 
WitJi that he strawte forfe his bond 
And seid to his that he there fond 
Come to me my seinte* now 
Alle that my lyknes hath on you 
Comyth now hethir alle to me 
That thorogh the fend and a tre 
Alle dampnyd were now shalle you sene 
A tre hath done hym dampnyd bene 
To deth he demyd you so dym 
Now shalle that dome fallyn on hyin 
IF Anon) was alle that feyre gadcrywg 
lopyn vnde?* our* lorde^ wyng 
By the right bond he adam chese 
he seid Adam I yef the pese 
To the and chyldryn thyne 
And to alle rightwys myne 
IF Adam ffiUe doune to his fete 
And spak* to hym worded swete 
lord he seid I thanck the 
That to thy pees hast brought me 
There I was wiUi my fois mysferd 
I callid on the f ou hast me herd 
Thow hast delyuyrd me fro fat wrake 
Of* hem that lepyn in-to the lake 
Alio his seyntc^ now ye syng 
In his worship that is oui^ kyng 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



A TREE, TO SEE A TREE DOOM THE DEVIL. WHEN ALL WERE UNDER HIS WING, 1049 
HE SAID TO ADAM, ** 1 GIVE THEE AND THY CHILDREN PEACE." ADAM PRAISES HIM. 



[QJuilis pat hell and sir sathan 18281 
Made \>\is J)air mening o ])ar maner, 
])e king of blis, als was his will. 
Hell fan said he ]>us-gat till. 18284 
' ])e prince sathan, sal lend in pine 
Euer vnder pouste j)ine, 
Instede of adam and his brode, 
And all mi rightwis men and gode 
To me fra ju nu sal i drau, 1828d 
}>at of 3U sal )>aim stand nan an.' 
wid ]>is he streked forth his hand, 
And said til his ])at he })ar fand, 
* Cum"to me mj santes nu, 
All pat mi liknes has on 3U, 18294 
Comes nu heder all to me, 
]>at thoni ))e warlou and a tre 
All dampned war, nu sal ^e se 
A tre did him to dampned be, 18298 
To dede }u deme he did sua dim Cooi. «] 
Nu sal pat dede be dampned on him.* 
[AJlsuith was all fat leue geing 
Lopin vnder pat lauerd weing, 18302 
Adam hi pe right hand he ches. 
And said, ' adam i giue fe pes, 
To pe and all childer fine. 
And till all of er rightwis mine.' 
[A]dam fell dune bifor his fete 18307 
And spac to him, wid wondis wite, 
' Lauerd,' he said, ' i sal f e prais, 
For f u has tan me to f i pais, 
far i was wid mi fais vmsett 
I cald on fe, fu has me bett; 18312 
f u has me werid all fra f e wrake 
Of f aim fat lepe in-to fat lake, 
All his santes nu sal je sing, 
In his worschip fat es vr king. 18316 

gOttinobn 



IT Whil fat helle & foule sathone 
Maden f us her moumyng mone 
pe kyng of blis as was his wille 
Helle he seide f is maner tiJle 
Prince Sathan shal dwelle in pyne 
Euer vndir pouste pyne 
In stude of Adam & his brode 
And alle ri3twis men & gode 
To me fro 30U shal I drawe 
J3at of 30U shul f ei stonde noon awe 
wif fat he strau3te forf his honde 
And seide to his fat he fere fonde 
Comef to me my seyntis now 
Alle fat my likenes haf on 30W 
Comef now hidur alle to me 
pat f our3e f e fend and a tre 
Alle dampned were now shul 3e seen 
A tre haf don hem dampned ben 
To def he domed 30U so dym 
Now shal fat doom falle on him 
IT Anoon was al fat feire gederynge 
Lopen vndir oure lordes wynge 
Bi f e ri3t honde he Adam chees 
He seide Adam I 3yue f e pees 
To f e & to alle childre f yne 
And to alle ri3twis myne 
IT Adam fel doun to his fete 
And spake to him wordes swete 
Lorde he seide I f onke f e 
]?at to f is pees hast brou3te me 
J3ere I was wif my foos mys ferde 
I calde on f e f ou hast me herde 
pon hast delyuered me fro fat wrake 
Of hem fat lepen in to f e lake 
Alle his seyntis now 30 synge 
In his worshepe fat is oure kynge 

TRINITY 



1050 THE 8AJNT8 KNEELED AND SANG, "OUR GOD, OUR RANSOMER HAS GOME I 
LORD, THOU HAST SET THY MARK IN HEAVEN, SET A MARK OF THE CROSS ON EARTH.'' 



For him to grem it es full grill, 
For lastand lijf es in his wilL' 18318 
And all ^ai santes ))an kneled dun, 
And all ]yai sang ])us, wit a sun, 

* Cummen er tu nu lauerd, vr dright, 
Vr ranscuner als pon has hight ; 18322 
))at ])ou thoTU prophet tald and tight 
Nu es it fulfilled be-for vr sight, 
Thoru f i croice J>ou has us boght, 
And for us artu hider soght 

Fra ded of hell all to lais us. 
All has J)i ded us sauued J)us.' 18328 
' Lauerd,' )>ai said, al wit a steuen, 
' Als ^u has sett pi merck in heuen 
O pi blis lauerd godd, sa gode, 
And has pe keneniT^g' pQ rode 
liaised in erth of ur ranscum ; 18333 
])ou sett it lauerd in erth her dun, 
To knau Jji croice wictori, [» rtad ukmiug] 
fat ded haf here namar niaistn.' 
IF pe lauerd lift hand, wit-vtcn bade, 
And on adam a croice he made. 18338 
On all his santes pat far were [coi. s] 
His saing laid fat drightin dere, . 
fat lauerd leif, wit-vten stint ; 
Bi fe righthand he adam hint, 18342 
His santes all fat he had soght, 
He has f am vte o prisun broght. 
fan cried dauid wit steuen Strang, 

* Yee sing f e lauerd an vncuth sang, 
Singes til him a sang vncuth, 18347 
For he has wroght ful gret selcuth.* 
fan ansuerd all fat clene couent, 

* Sli blis he has his santes lent. 
Sing we fan sin it es sua, 

Amen/ fai said, 'alleluia/ 18352 

COTTON 



ffor hym to grove yt is fuH gryUe 
lastyng lyf* is in his wylle 
alle tho seinte« knelid doufi 
AncI seid alle wiih oo sown) 
Comyn art fou god & man) of* myght 
Oui* raufisomer as pan vs hight 
Alle that f ou seidist by prophecy 
Thow hast ffulle-fillid fulle myghtfully 
Thorough thy Crosse f ou hast vs bo wght 
And for vs also hethir sowght 
ffrom deth of* helle to losyn vs 
[ ... no gap in the MS,] 
lord they seid alle with a stevy-n 
As f ou hast set f y marke in hevyn 
Of* thy blis lord god so good 
And hast the tokyn off* the rode 
Reysid in erthe of* our* raufisom 
Thow fette yt lord in helle doun) 
To know f e thy crosse victory 
That deth haue here no mastry 
Our* lord toke vs his bond fuUo glad 
And on Adam a Crosse he made 
And on alle his that tho there wei' 
he leid his blessyng le^ dere 
That lord anon) w/t^-outyn stynt 
Adam by the right bond hynt 
his owne seinte^ that he sowght 
he hem out of* pregon brought 
Then Cried Dauyd with stevyn strong 
Syng we thi^ lord an vncowfe song 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.] 
Than answerd alle that clene covent 
To blisse hath his seinW sent 
Syng we to hym wit/i-outyn pere 
Amen and Allel[u]ia here 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



JESUS MADE A CROSS ON ADAM, AND BLESSED ALL HIS SAINTS. DAVID CRIED, 1051 
"sing to the lord a new bono, for he has wrought great WONDERS." ^^AMEN." 



For him to greme it es ful griU, 

And lastand lijf es in hijs wilL' 

All be saintes ban kneled dune, 18319 

And all p&i said fua, wid a sane, 

' [N]u comen art fu laucrd, vr dright, 

vr ransuner als |>u has hight, 18322 

fat j)u thoru prophete tald a[n]d tight 

Nu es fulfild bifor vr sight, 

Thoru fi croice f u has vs boght, 

And for vs has fu hedir soght 

Fra dede of hell to lousen vs, 18327 

All has pi dede vs sauued fas.' 

' Lauerd,' f ai said, all wid a steuen, 

' AJs f u has sett f i marke in heuen 

Of f i bliB lau^rd godd, sua gode, 

And has fe taken of fi rode 18332 

liaised in erd of ur ransun ; 

f u sett it lauerd in hell far dune, 

To knau fi croice victori, 18335 

fat dede haue here na mare maistrL' 

' f e lauerd lifted hand, widvten bad, 

And on adam a croice he mad. ^^l?* 

On all his saintes fat far were 18339 

His blising laid, fat ie^ dere, 

fat lau^ dere, widvten stint ; 

Bi fe right hand he adam hint, 18342 

His auen saintes all fat he had soght^ 

He has f aim all of presun broght. 

[f ]an crid daui wid steuen Strang, 

* 30 sing f e lauerd an vncuth sang. 
Singes till him a sang vncuth, 18347 
For he has wroght ful gret selcuth.' 
fan ansuerd all fat clene couent, 

* Sli blis he has his saintes sent, 
Sing we fan sifen it es sua, 18351 
Amen,' f ai said, wid ' alleluya.' 

gottingen 



For him to greue hit ig ful grille 
lastyng lif is in his wille 
Alle f o seyntis kneled doun 
And seide alle wif a soun 
Comen art f ou god & mon of my^t pf iit] 
Oure rauTTtsonere as f ou vs hi3t 
Al fat f ou seidest bi prophecie 
]?ou hast fulfilde ful myjtilye 
]?our3e f i cros f ou hast vs bou3t 
And for vs also hidur sou3t 
From def of helle to lousen vs 
Al haf f i deef vs saued f us 
Lord f ei seide al wif a steuen 
As f ou hast set f i marke in heuen 
Of f i blis lord god so gode 
And hast fe token of f e rode 
Eeised in erf e of oure raunsoun 
))ou sette hit lord in helle per douii 
To knowe f e f i crois victory 
pat def haue here no maistry 
Oure lord toke vs his hond ful glade 
And on Adam a crois he made 
And on alle his fat f fere were 
he leide his blessyng iheifu dere 
pat lord anoon wif outen stint 
Adam bi f e ri3t honde hint 
His owne seyntis fat he 80U3t 
He hem out of p/*i80un brou3t 
penne cried dauid wif steuen strong 
Synge we f is lord an vncouf song 

[ 

no gap in tJie MS.] 

penne vnswered alle fat clene couent 
To blisse haf his seyntis sent 
Synge we to him wif outen pere 
Amen alleluya here 

trinity 



1052 MICAH SArTH, "who 18 SO WORTHY AS THOU, LORD, WHO HAST PUT AWAT 
OUR SINS, AS THOU HAST PROMISED 1 " " THIS IS OUR GOD FOR EVER, HALLELUJAH." 



In ])at felauscip J^ar was 18353 

A prophet ]>at [hight] micheas ; 
' Quat godd,' he said, *es lauerd als ))ou, 
Jjou ert wel worthi to bou, 18356 

fon ))at J)i wreth sua suetli slakes, 
And fra J)i folk ]yair sinnes takes. 
Ji wiling merci beris wit-in, 18359 
And sua )>ou slockens al vr sip ; 
])ou has ]^am drund and don forfare, 
Als poM til ur for-eildres suaie.' 
fe scntes all gaf J)air ansoate, 

* fis es vr godd for euer-mar, 18364 
Lauerd and godd he sal be ur, 

And eucr mar vr gouemur, 
Wit-vten end nu be it sua, 
' Amen,' ]>ai said, ' alleluia.' 
Abacuc can )>an to mele 18369 

* jjou es pe laue^xi,* he said, ' of hele, 
Til all fi peple for to bring 

Vte of thralhed til fi chosling.' 

]>i sentes said nu euer and aa 18373 

* He es blisced ! amen ! Alleluia ! ' 
Alsua did fan ilk prophet, 
Foluand fat blisful lauerd fete, 
'Amen, alleluia !' fai sang, 18377 
And ai honurd him all a-ma^ig. 

Yr lauerd adam bi fe hand laght, 
And to sant michael him bi-taght, 
In paradis fat blisful stede, 18381 
Wit all fe felauscip he ledd. c^if io4,coi.i] 
^Bot son quen fai war co7«men wit-in, 
Of eldrin men fai mette wit tuin ; d« 
fat f ai war aid was eth to se, & eiya 
fan said f e santes, * qtiat men er yee 1 
fat war noght ded in hell wit us. 
In paradis in bodi es f us r 18388 

COTTON 



IT In that place tho thei* was 
A prophite hig^t mechias 
Who may be lord he seid as f on 
Alle thyng is worthy the to bow 
That f ou thy wreche so swetely slakyst 
And fro the folk* her synnys takyst 
Thy wille is mercyfutt wtt^-ynne 
And so thow doist awey oxu' synne 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

Tho seintes seidyn alle thoi' 

This is oui> lord god for euyr-moi^ 

lord and god he shalbe oure 

And evir-more our* gouemoura 

WitJirOutyn end now be yt so 

Amen Allel[u]ia song they tho 

Abacck* tho by-gan to melle 

And seid fou art lord of* helle 

Alle thy peple pus to bryng 

Out of* thraldom to thy gaderyng 

Tho seinte^ songyn evir among 

Amen Allel[u]ia in song 

And so did eche good prophete 

2ffolowyng that blessid lorde* fete 

Amen Alleluya song they pieafico.hiMyk] 

And honourid hym evir by the wey 

Oure lord by the bond Adam Cawght 

And to seint MicaeH hym bytawght 

Into paradice sekyrly 

Was led that blyssid company 

Sone whan they were comyn ynne so 

Of* old men met they ij® 

That they wei* old was ethe to se 

Tho seinte* seid what ai* ye 

That were not ded in helle with va 

But in paradice to byd pus 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



HABBAKUK AND EACH PROPHET HONOURED THE LORD, FOLLOWING HIM WITH 1053 
THE SAINTS, SINGING. HE LED ADAM TO PARADISE. THEY MET WITH TWO OLD MEN. 



[I]n J)at felauschip })ar was 18353 
A prophete, \>SLt hight micheas ; 

* Qaat godd/ he said, * es laoerd als ]>n I 
f u ert worthi vnto to bu, 18356 
])at pM pi wreth sua sueteli slakis^ 
And fra pi folk pair sinnes takis. 

J>i willing merci beris wid-in, 

And sua pn slokenis all vr sin ; 18360 

])u has )}aim druned and don forfare, 

Als pn till vr foreldris suare.' 

pe sainte all gaf )>ar ansuer, 

* ]>is es vr godd for euermar, 
Lauerd and god he sal be vr, 18365 
And euermar or gou6?mur, 
wid-vtenen end nu be it sua, 
Amen,* said fai, * alleluya.' 
[Ajbacut fan gun to mele 183.69 
And said, ' p\x es lauerd of hele. 

Till aU f i pcpwle forto bring 

vte of thralhed till J)i chosling.' 

J^e saintes sad nu ener and a 18373 

* He es blisced ! amen ! alleluya I ' 
[A]lsua did J>an ilka prophete, 
Foluand J)at blisfup] lauerd fete, 
'Amen, alleluya !* J)ai sang, 18377 
And ai onurd him emang. 

vr lauerd bi pe hand adam laght. 
And to saint michel him bitaght^ 
In-to paradis )>at blisful stede, 18381 
All fat felauschip he ledd. 
[B]ot sone quen fai war comen widin, 
Of eldrin men fai mett par tuin, 
fat fai war aid was ith to se, 18385 
fan said f e saintes, ' quat men er ^e 1 
fat war noght dede in hell wid vs, 
Bot in paradis in bodi f us 1 ' 18388 

gOttingen 



IT In fat place f o fere was 

A pr^phete het mechias 

who may be lord he seide as f ow 

Al f ing is worf i f e to bow 

fat f ou f i wreche so swetely slakest 

And fro f i folke her synes takest 

f i wille is merciful wifynne 

So f ou dost awey oure synne 

[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

f o seyntis seiden alle fore 
f is is oure god for euermore 
Lord & god he shal be oure 
And euc^Tnore oure gouemoure 
Wif outen ende now be hit so 
Amen alleluya songe f ei f o 
IT Abacuc f o bigon to melle 
And seide f ou art lord of helle 
Al f i pepul f us to brynge 
Out of f raldome to f i gederynge 
f seyntis songen euer among 
Amen alleluya in song 
And so dud vche good prophete 
Folewynge fat blessed lordes fete 
Amen alleluya songen f ei 
And honoured him euer bi f e wey 
Oure lord bi f e bond adam cau3t 
And to seynt my3hele him bitaujt 
Into paradis sikurly 
Was lad fat blessed company 
Soone when77e f ei were comen In so 
Of olde men mette f ei two 
j>at f ei were olde was eef to se 
j>o seyntis seide what are je 
pat were not deed in hello wif vs 
But in paradis to bide f us 

trinity 



1054 THESE TWO HAD NOT BEEN IN HELL. ONE WAS ENOCH, THE OTHER ^UAH. 
THEY WAIT FOB ANTICHBIST, WILL BE SLAIN, AND BISE TO HEAVEN BEFORE HIM. 



An o ])aa tna ansuerd fat floch, 18389 
' Mi nam,' he said, * es cald enoch ; 
Jis man,' he said, * ]>at es mi fere 
Elias hatt wit-vten were ; 18392 

Vn-to f is blis bath war we broght, 
Bot neucr o ded yeitt wist we noght. 
Here sal we leng in lijf lastand, 
Til anticrist be comen in land 18396 
To fight again fat wiferwin. 
Wit signes of ur lauerd drightin. 
In iursalem we sal be slain, 
fe thrid dai rise up again, 18400 

Be-for fat ^nf erwin sa prud 
"We sal stei vp vte oucr f e clode.' 
Quils f ai spac f us, far come ouc7-thuert 
A wreche man, vngodli gert, 18404 
On his schuldres a croice he bar. 
Of him f ai all for-wondred war, 
fat said, * qwat ert f ou fat es here, 
fat has to theif sua like a chere 1 
And hu come fe sa grathli gode 18409 
fat f ou on schuldre bars f e rode 1 ' 
* Soth,' he said, ' i mai noght nite, 
Strang theif i was wortlii to wite, 
Fid mikel harme wroght i in land, 
And far-for was i hint in hand. 18414 
f e luus me hang bi-side ie^ni, 
Bot his takeninges did me to tru 
fat he of all was gouernur, 18417 

fat i sagh stir al for his stour. 
I praid o me fat he suld reu, 
To me he said, ' i hight fe tru 18420 
fat f ou f is ilk dai sal be 
In blis in paradis wit me.* 
f is taken he taght me fan o pns, 
' Ga forth,' he said, * to paradis 18424 

COTTON 



The tone answer^ to fat flok" 
he seid my name is callidf Eimok* 
This man he seid that is my fere 
Elie hight witA-outyn wei* 
Into this blysse were we broght 
But nevir of" deth wyst we rig&t no^t 
here shalle we be in lyf* lestond 
Tylle antecryst be come to lond 
To ffight ayen that Cursid fend 
V^iik synys of" oui* lord bend 
In levusalem we shulle be slayne 
The third day to ryse ayen 
By-foi* that ylk* fend so prowde 
We shulle stie vp to the clowde 
While they f t« spak* come hem by 
A wrecchid man foH wondcrly 
On his shulder a crosse he bai' 
On hym alle a-wondird war* 
They seid what art f ou fat art here 
And hast to thef so lyke a chere 
how come f ou to that good 
That on thy shuldre beryst a rode 
IF Sothe he seid to hem a-non) 
A strong thefi then was I oon) 
Muche harme did I in lond 
Therefor* was I hent in bond 
lewis me hanggyd lesxx be-sido 
Me and my felow fuUo of* pride 
I see by lesu. dowghty dede. 
That he was god men ought to drede 
I praide hym he shuld on me rew 
To me he seid I hight the trew 
That f ou this ylk* day shalt be 
In blisse of* paradice with me 
This tokyn he tawght me of* price 
Go forth he seid to paradice 

FAIRFAX (laud MS.) 



A MISERABLE MAN CAME BT, BEARING A CROSS. "HOW DOES SUCH A MAN 1055 
COME TO THAT GOOD V* ** I WAS HUNG BESIDE JESUS ; HE HAD PITT ON ME." 



Ane of pa& ansaerd p&t flocke, 18389 
And said, ' mi name es cald enoke 
])is man/ he said, * pat is mi fere 
He has hate widuten were ; 18392 
vnto f is blis bath war we broght, 
Bot neuer of dede ^eit wist we noght. 
Here sal we lend in lijf lastand, 
Til ante-crist be comen in land 18396 
To fight argain p&t witherwin, 
wid signes of vr lauerd drightin. 
In ierusalem we sal be slain, 
pe thrid dai ris vp again, 18400 

Bifor ]>at witherwin sua prud 
we sal stei vp thoru J)e elude.' 
[QJuilis fai Jjus spac, pax comoucrthuert 
A wreche man, vngodeli gret, 18404 
On his schulder a croice he bare, 
Of him J>ai all for-wondrid ware, 
pai said, ' quat ert ];u )>at es here, 
|>at has to thef sua like a chere 1 18408 
And hu come J)e sua graithli gode 
))at |>u on schuldir beris pat rode 1 ' 
' Soth,' he said, ' i mai noght nite, 
Strang theif i was worthi to wite^ 
Ful mekil harm wroghti inland, ^cJ,f\J*^* 
And J)ar-for was i hint in hand. 18414 
luus me hanged beside ihesu, 
Bot his takeninges did me tru, 

[ 

no gap in the MS!] 

I praied fat he suld on me reu. 
To me,' he said, ' i bight J^e treu 
l^at pVL p\& ilk dai sal be 18421 

In bHs of paradis wid me.' 
fis takin he tagh[t] me fan of prts, 
' Ga forth/ he said, < to paradis 18424 
oOttinoen 



J3e ton vnswered to fat flok 

He seide my name is calde enok 

))is mon he seide fat is my fere 

Helye het wif outen were 

Into f is blis were we brou3t 

But neuer of deef wiste we 3it nou^t 

Here shal we be in lif lastonde 

Til anticrist be comen to londe 

To fijte a^eyn fat cursede feiide 

Wif signes of oure lorde hende 

In ierusalem we shul be slayn 

Jje f ridde day to rise a^ayn 

Bifore fat ilke fend so proude 

We shall 8ti3e vp to f e cloude 

Whil f ei f us spak coom hem by 

A wrecched mon ful wondirly 

On his shulder a crois he bare ^Saci]** 

Of him alle awondride ware 

f ei seide what art f ou fat art here 

And hast to f eof so like a chere 

How coom f ou to fat gode 

]>ai on f i shulder berest a rode 

IT Soof he seide to hem anoon 

A strong f eef f enne was I oon 

Muche harm dude I in londe 

]?erfore was I hent in honde 

lewes me honged ihe^u bi syde 

Me & my felowe ful of pride 

I say bi ihe«u dou^ti dede 

\>at he was god men aujte to drede 

I preyed hym he shulde on me re we 

To me he seide I hcte f e trewe 

\>ai f ou f is ilke day shal be 

In blis of paradis wif me 

|}L8 token he tau3te me of pris 

Qo forf he seide to paradis 

TRINITY 



1056 JESUS GAVE THE THIEF LEAVE TO 00 INTO PARADISE. THE ANQEL LET HIM 
IN, TO WAIT TILL ADAM GAME. FATBIARGHS AND PROPHETS BltESSKD OOD. 



And if pe yate-ward f e witstand, 
Sa him ]>oa has ful gode warand ; 
lesuB godd sun sai ])ou, [coi. s] 18427 
}>at on rode naild was right nu 
Sent ]>e J)ider ; * and fus he wroght, 
And suith psi angel in me broght 
In paradis, on fe right side, 18431 
Here he said, * a quil poM bide, 
Til adam, fader of al man-kin. 
Be comen wit his folk here-in, 18434 
Wit all his childer, lele and gode, 
In crist Jat lau^rd was don on rode.* 
Prophetes and patriarches eke. 
Quen fai had herd pe theif speke, 
All ))ai cried wit a steuen, 18439 

' Blisced be f e lauerd of heuen, 
O m«rci fader wit-vten mis, 
])at suilk grace grantes til his. 
Sinful men ]>aim for to ledd 18443 
In paradis, and for to fede 
Yntil his pastur ])at es sa rike, 
par Hue es lastand euer ilike.' — 
To fat pastur he mot vs bring, 18447 
]>at bath ur keper es and king ! 

[ 

no gap in th-e MSi\ 

IF fir war fe priueteis wee scan, 
Ikarius and mi felau, 18452 

We brefer tua, bot noght we dere 
faa demhede tell you namar. 
Sant michael for-bot on us laid ; 

* Gas to your bref er forth,' he said, 

* In iursalem and far sal yee 18467 
Criand in orisun ai be. 

In orisun and in kneling ; 

Louand iesm vp-rising 18460 

COTTON 



yf* the yate-ward f e Wit/A-ston<J 
Sey hym f ou hast goo<) warond 
lesvi Goddetf sonne sey f ou 
That on rode was naylid now 
Send the theder andf pus ewrogtit 
And sone the angiH in me brought 
In paradice on this right side 
here he seid a while fou byde 
Tylle Adam fader of* alle man-kyn 
Be comyn wiih hw folk* here-ynne 
Wit^ alle his childryn that bene good 
In Ciyst that done was on the rode 
Tho prophete^ and patryarke^ 
When they had herd thts thef" sey put 
Alle they Cried wit^ a stevyn 
Blessid be f ou lord off* hevyn 
ITader of* mercy wit^-outyn mysse 
That suche grace hath sent to hia 
Synfuti men for to pus lede 
In paradice and hem to fede 
In-to this pastoui' Endles riche 
There lyf* is lastyng euyr elyche 
To that pastour' he vs bryng 
That is oui* makar heuyn kyng 
This ilk* pastoui* is heuyn blysse 
Therto vs bryng lesxx wiUi his 

Tthiso wer' the previteis we saw 
ICarius and my felaw 
We brethren ij** but not dar* we 
Telle moi* of* that prevyte 
Seint micaelle fForbode on vs leid 
Gothe to your' brethyr forth he seid 
^0 levusalem and there shulle ye 
Crying in your oresons be 
In Oresons muche knelyng 
preysyng Cryste^ vp-rysyng 

FAIRFAX {laud MS.) 



MAY CHRIST BRING US TO HIS PASTURE. "THESE ARE THE HIDDEN THINGS 1057 
WE, GARIUS AND LENTHIUS, SAW. ST. MICHAEL BID US GO PRAYING AND KNEELING," 



And if J)e 3atewar(i J)e widstand, 
Sai liim ]>u has fal god warand ; 
lesus goddes sun sai ])u, 18427 

]>at right on rode w£is nailed nu 
Send fe feder ; ' and fus i wroght, 
And suith pat angel in me broght 
In paradis, on fe right side, 18431 
And here he said, * a quile p\i bide. 
Til adam, fadir of all man-kin. 
Be comen wid his folk here-in, 18434 
wid all his childer, lele and gode, 
In crist fat lauerd was done on rode.*' 
Prophetis and patriarkes eke. 
Quen J)ai had herd f is thef speke, 
All ])ai crid wid a steuen, 18439 

* Blisccd be fe lauerd of heuen, 
Fadir of merci widuten miss, 

]>at suilk a grace has sent till hijs. 
Sinful men faim forto lede 18443 
In paradis, and forto fede 
vntill his pastur pat es sua rike, 
J)ar Hjf es lastand euer elike.'— 
To fat pastur he mot vs bring, 18447 
fat bath vr keper es and king ! 
fat pastur es cald heuen bHs, 
far-till vs bring, iesits wid his. 
[f ]ir war f e preuites we sau, 

learius and mi felaii, 18452 

we bref er tua, bot noght we dar [eoi. i] 
Of f aa priuetes tell no mare. 
Saint michel forbod on vs laid ; 

* Gas to }ur bref er forth,' he said, 

* In ierusalem and far sal ^ee 18457 
Criand in orisuns for to be, 

In orisuns and in kneling ; 

Louand iesiis vprising 18460 

67 GdTTINGEN 



If f e 3atewarde f e wif stonde 
Say him hast good waronde 
lhe»u8 goddes son sey f ow 
Jjat on rode was nayled now 
Sende f e f ider & fus I wrou^t 
And soone f e aungel In me broujt 
In paradis on f is ri3t side 
Here he seide awhile f ou bide 
Til Adam fadir of al mon kyn 
Be comen wif his folke her-In 
wif alle his childre fat ben gode 
In crist fat done was on f e rode 
f prophetes and patriarkus 
When?ie f ei had herd f is f eof fus 
Alle f ei cryed wif a steuen 
Blessed be f ou lord of heuen 
Fadir of mercy wif outen mys 
})ai suche grace haf sent to his 
Synful men for to fus lede 
In paradis & hem to fede 
Into his pasture endeles riche 
Jjere lif is lastynge euer I liche 
To fat pasture he vs brynge 
})at is oure makere heuen kynge 
1)18 ilke pasture is heuen blis ^ 
Jjerto vs brynge ihesa wif his 
IT J5ese were f e prmetees we sawe 
Icarius & my felawe 
We brefer two but not dar we 
Telle more of fat pnuete 
Seynt Mi3hele forbode on vs leide 
Gof to 3oure bref er forf he seide 
To Ierusalem & fere shul 30 
Cryinge in 3oure orisones be 
In orisones myche knelyng 
Preisyng cristis vp-risyng 

TRINITY 



1058 THE BROTHERS WERE TO BE DUH B ; THET WERE TO 00 OYER JORDAN, TO 
MEET OTHERS WHO WERE RISEN. THET HAVE THREE DAYS FOR THEIR PABSOYER. 



^at sua wit him has raised yow. 

And yee sal be, sua wil ie^, 18462 

Als dumb o speche wit ilk man 

IT Til yow speke and bituix fan 

fat he has lent his leue yow to 

His dern priuetes vn-do.* 18466 

And sif en he badd yow son on&n 

* Wend vte ouer f e flum iordane, 

Peirs find far sal yee ma 

fat vp ar raised wit yow tua, 

Witnes for to scan o sight, 18471 

fat risen es iestis als he hight.' 

For he has granted us bot thrin S[^JJ.^-[ 

Dais to bald ur paschas in, 

Vr freindes wit-in witnesing 18475 

O lauerd iesus vp-rising, 

And f e hali flum iordan 

Vr baptising ha we tan, 

A clething giuen es us ilkan, 18479 

In erth mai be nu quitter nan. 

And quen we sal haf halden f aa 

Thre dais o paskes wit-vten ma. 

We sal be rauist forth a-wai, 18483 

Sal na ma[n] se us fra fat dai. 

We haf yow tald al f e sothsau 

Of all fat we ha leue to scan ; 

Bot loues nu vr laucrd dright, 18487 

And knau yow til him o yur plight, 

And dos yur penance quils yee mai : 

His pes bo wit yow : and has god dai." 

IF Quen writen it was fat f ai wald write, 

Karius fan tok up his scrite 18492 

And gaf til anne and caiphe. 

And to gamaliel, fir thre ; 

Bot lenthius yald up his teme 18495 

Bath to ioseph and to nichodeme. 

COTTON 



That wit^ hym hath you reysid so 
he wylle that ye wei* e-go 
By dombe of* speche to eche man 
^That to you spekyih telle that fan) 
That he hath lent is leue you to p if lei] 
his deme pryviteis to Yndo 
Aflter he bad ys sone anon) 
Wendyth ouyr the flom iordon 
£feris shulle ye fynd there mo 
That Yp be resyn with you ij' 
Wytnes forth shew in sight 
That ho is resyn Yp as he hight 
he hath ys grauntyd for oui* prow 
This tyme to hold oui' paske now 
Oure frende* to do to wytnessyng 
Of* his holy Yp-rysjmg 
To f e holy flom Iordan 
Our* baptym now haue we tane 
A Clothyng is comyn vs vpon 
So white in world was nevir non) 
When we shulle haue holdyn fo 
Thre dais of* paske wM-outyn mo 
We shulle be raveshid forth awev 
Shalle no man se vs fro that day 
We haue you told the sothe law 
Of* alle that we haue leve to shaw 
Worship ye euyr god of* might 
And shryve you of* yout* synnys right 
And dothe penaunce while ye may 
his pese be wi't/i you haue good day 
IF When wretyn was what fey wold 
Cariu^ then toko his scryte [^^^J^ 
Ayen to Anna and Cayphe 
And to Gamaliett thise iij* 
But lenthew* yaf* fo vp his teme 
To losep and to Nicodeme 

FAIRFAX (laud MS,) 



THET HAVE BEEN BAPTI2ED IK JORDAN, AND AFTER THREE DATS WILL BE 1059 



it 



it 



CARRIED OFF. "WE HAVE TOLD YOU ALL. THET OAYE IN THEIR WRITINGS. 



]>at sua wid him has raised 3U. 18461 
And 36 sal be, sua well ie^ 
All dumb of speche wid ilk man 
Till 3U spekand, bituix and ])an 
]>at he haue lent his leue }u to 18465 
His dern pnuetes for to vndo.* 
And 8i])en he bad vs sone on-ane, 
* yeind fu euer fe flum iordane, 
Fens sal ]>e find par ma, 18469 

^at vp es raised wid }u tua, 
wittnes forto schau of sight, 
^at resen es iesus als he hight.' 18472 
For he has granted vs bot thoiu 
Dais to hald vr paskes na, 
vr frendis widin wittnesing. 
Of vr lauerd ie^u vprising, 18476 

And of pe hali flom iordane 
Tr baptizing pan haue we tane, 
A clething giuen es vs ilkane, 
In erd mai be nu quitter nane. 18480 
And quen we sal haue halden ))aa 
Thre das of pask widuten maa, 
We sal be rauised forth awai, 
Sal no man se vs fra pai day. 18484 
we haue ju tald all pe soth-sau 
Of all pai we haue leue to schau ; 
Bot louis nu vr lauerd dright, 
An knau til him of 3ur plight, 18488 
An dos 3ur penans quilis je may : 
His pes be wid ju : a[n]d haues gode day." 
^ [Q]uen written was pai Jjai wald write, 
Carius )7an tok his scrite v itaf im, ooi. 1] 
Againe till anna and cayphe, 18493 
And to gamaliel, ])ir thre ; 
Bot lentheus ^ald vp his teme 18495 
Bath to ioseph and to nichodeme. 

oOttinoen 



pat wi]) him ha]> 30U reised so 

He wol pat 30 where je go 

Be dou7;ibe of speche of vche man 

})at to 30a speke]) til ]>at ^an 

})at 30 haue lent his leue 30a to 

his deme pnuetees to vndo 

Aftir he bad vs soone anone 

wendej) ouer pe flom iurdone 

Feres shul 3e fynde pere mo 

f)at vp be risen wij) 30U two 

witenes for to shewe in 8i3t 

pat he is risen vp as he hi3t 

He hath vs graunted for oure prow 

^is tyme to holde oure paske now 

Oure frendes to do to witenessyng 

Of his holy vp-risyng 

To pQ holy flum iurdane 

Oure baptizyng now haue we tane 

A clo]>inge is comen vs vp on 

So whit in world was neu«r noon 

whenne we shul haue holden po 

^re dayes of paske wi]>outen moo 

We shul be rauysshed forf away 

Shal no mon se vs fro ^at day 

We haue 30U tolde pe 8o]>e sawe [if iis] 

Of al pai we haue leue to shawe 

worshipe 30 euer god of my3t 

And shryue 30U of youre synnes ri3t 

And do]> penaonce whil 30 may 

His pees be wi]> you haue good day 

whenne writen was pat ^i wolde write 

Carius penne toke his scrite 

A3ein to Anna & Caiphe 

And to Gkunaliel pese ]yre 

But lentheus 3af ]yo vp his teme 

To Joseph & to Nichodeme 

TRINITT 



1060 THE BROTHERS, TRANSFIGURED WHITE AS SNOW, WENT OUT OF SIGHT. THEIR 
WRITINGS WERE ALIKE. THE JEWS ACKNOWLEDGED GOD'S MIGHT, AND WENT HOICE. 



^ai war transfigurd als tite, 18497 
Was neuer i-wis snau sa quite ; 
^ai war a-wai fra sight of ei 
Moght neuer man paia. sij^en se. 
^e writtes pat ]>ai left ]>an pSLi, 18501 
Koi])er o pam es o])er mare, 
Ne nogbt a letter oJ>er lease, 
Bot als ]>e tan pe toj^er es. 
IF pai gadring o pe luus hale, 18505 
Quen ])ai had herd pia selcut tale, 
])ai said, ^ for-soth, )7is ilk dede 
Was don wit mightes o godd-hede.'* 
Fra sinagog pai went pam vte, 18509 
Wit mikel bisines and dute. 
A-pon )7air breistes can p&i bulk, 
And ilkan til J^airs in to sculk. 



Transfugird were they alle so tyjt 
Was nevir snow half* so white 
Awey they went fro sight of* eie 
Was nevir hem sethyn sie 
Tho wrytte* that they left thor* 
Nothir was then othir moi* 
Not a letter moi* ne lesse 
But as the tone pe toder was 

Tthis tumyd pe iewis in-to bale 
When they herd pis wonder tale 
£fbr3othe they sei() this ilk* dede 
Was done by mighte* of godhede 
flfro the tempyH went they out 
With muchill: busynes & dowte 
On her breste^ gon they bolk* 
And echon to her in-to skulk* *] 



[1 Laud tstract endt ktr§.} 

[Pilate*8 Letter to Borne.] 

IT loseph and nichodeme his fere ^Joseph & nichodeme his fere. 
Jai did at write fis stori here, 18514 J)ai did to write pia stori here 



DtafTe] 



To sir pilate fai it vn-did, 

All pat pG luus said and did. 

In synagog, wit-vten lite, [coi. i] 

Pilate did faa gestes write, 18518 

In comun bokes o ))air lai, 

Bath ])at he sagh and herd sai 

ie^u and the luus state ; 18521 

Letteres to rome far-of he wrate, 

Quar-of fis was pe bi-gining, 

** Pounce pilate gert claudi fe king ! " 

Said, " littel es gan sin it be-tidd 

pat was bi-for min eien kidd, 18526 

pe luus wit fair envie and hete 

Heis slain ]>air aun godd sa grete ; 

))at suld be godd til ])air oxspring, 

Keneli fai dempt him to hing. 18530 

COTTON 



to sir pilate fai hit vn-did 
& to ]>e iewes made hit kid 
In pe sinagog wi]> grete delite 
pilate lete fa gestis write 
In commune bokis of his lay. 
baf atte he sagh & herde say. 
of ihe^u & of pe iewes state 
letterres to rome fer-of he wrate. 
quar-of pis was pe be-gynning* 
IT Ponce pilate gretes claudi pe king* 
litel is gane sin hit be-tidde. 
J)at was be-for fine eien kid. 
pe iewes wif f aire enuy & hete 
has slaine faire awen god sa grete 
fat sulde be god til f aire ospring^ 
keneli f ai demed him to hing*. 

FAIRFAX 



JOSEPH AND NICHODEMUS TOLD THIS 8T0RT TO PILATE, WHO WROTE THESE 1061 
MATTERS IN A BOOK, AND SENT LETTERS TO ROME, TO CLAUDIUS, ABOUT IT. 



^ai war tranfifigurd als tite, 
was neuer snau half sua quite ; 18498 
pBi went awai fra sight of eie 
Moght neuer man ]>aim aipen seie. 
pe writtes ))at )7ai left J^aim ])aTe, 
Kou]>er of ]>aiin es o]>er mare, 18502 
Ne noght a letter ojjer lesse, 
Bot als fQ tane fe to))er es. 
[T%]At gadring of fa iuus hale, 18505 
-^ Quen fai had herd fis selcuth 
fai said, "for-soth, f is ilke dede, [*^®> 
was done wid mightes of godd-hede." 
Far synagog f ai went J^aim vte, 18509 
wid mekil besines and dute. 
Apon )7air breistes gun ])ai bulk, 
And ilkan to ]>air in )7ai skulc. 18512 



Transfigured were fei also tite 
Was neuer snow half so white 
Away fei went fro si3t of e3e 
Was neuer mon hem sifen seje 
J)o writtes fat foi lefte fore 
Kouf er was fen of ere more 
Kot a lettre more ny les 
But as f e ton f e tof er wes 
IT J5is turned f e iewes into bale 
whenyie f ei herds f is wondir tale 
For sofe foi seide f is ilke dede 
was done bi my3ti8 of godhede 
Fro f e temple went f ei oute 
wif muchel bisynes & doute 
On her brestes gon f ei bulk 
And Ychone to her In to sculk 



[Pilate*s Letter to Rome.^ 

[Ijosepht and nichodem hijs fere loseph & Kichodeme his fere 

Did to write f is stori here. 



18514 

To sir pilate f ai it vndid, 
All fat f e iuus said and did. 
In synagog, widvten lite, 
Pilat did fa gestes write, 18518 

In comune bokes of fair lay. 
Bat fat he sau and herde say 
Of ie^u and fair iuus state ; 
Lettres to rome far-of he wrate, 18522 
[Q]uare-of f is was f e biginning, 
" Ponce pilate gret claude f e king ! " 
Said, *' littel es gane si fen it bitid 
fat was bifor min auen eien keid, 
fe iuus wid fair envie and hete 18527 
Has slain fair auen god sua grete ; 
fat suld be godd till fair ospring, [eoi. tj 
Keneli fai demid him to hing. 18530 
gOttingen 



Dud to write f is story here 
To sir pilate f ei hit vndide 
As hit bifel in fat stide 
In f e tempul wif outen lite 
Pilate dud f is story to write 
In comune bokes of her lay 
Bof e fat he saw and herde say 
Of ihe^u & f ese iewes dede 
Lettres to Home he wroot good spede 
Of whice f us was f e bigynnyng 
Ponce pilate grett claude f e kyng 
Litil is goon sif hit bitidde 
Bifore myne e3en hit was kidde 
J)at iewes wif enuye & hete 
Haue slayfi her owne god so grete 
pat was f e god of her ospringe 
Kenely f ei him demed to hynge 

trinity 



1062 PILATS BSLATSS HOW THE JEWS HAD ▲ PBOMISS FROM QOD, HOW IT WAS FUL- 
FILLED WHILE HE WAS JUSTICE OYEB THEH, AND THE KIBACLES DONE BY JESUS j 



qtiam ^air eldres had a hight, 
}»at to ]>am suld ]>air aun dight 
His angel send al dun til J^aim 18533 
fail wortlii king him for to claim. 
And fax fis hight fat was sa scene, 
Suld tid fam thoru a maiden clene ; 
J^is ilk man was son to ]>am sent 
Bath in time and nu present, 18538 
Quils i was bail! o ]>air lau, 
Quen sum men o ]>aa luus sau 
fiB ilk man do signes sere, — 
])e blind to se, pe dumb at here. 
To parlesi and to mesele, 18543 

And to fe wode, gifand ]>air hele, 
Bed! to rais fe ded til hand, 
And til his will fe wind to stand, 
Apon fe see wit-vten wete 18547 
Gangand als apon a strete ; — 
And oper takens fele vn-teld, 
fat fai for godd sun him heild. 
fe princes als his ful faas 18551 

Wit oust a night again him ras, 
Als prisun ]>ai him tok foT-fi, 
And taght him me als J^air baili. 

mani wranges fai him wreid, 
And mani lesing on him leid, 18556 
^ai said he was a traitur 

And agains fail lagh a treietur 

1 troud al ])at ]>ei me tald, 18559 
And beft to ])aim up i him hald, 

^ And ])ai him hang, suilk was ])air red. 
And delued him quen he was ded. 
And mi knightes sum ])ai sett 
For to do his graf be gett, P leaf 105, ooi. i] 
And )7ar-apon ))ai did fail sele, 18565 
fat na man suld his bodi stele. 

COTTON 



of quam. ])aire eldres had a hijt 

]>at to ham sulde god of mi3t 

his angel sende doun for {^aime. 

faiie wor)7i king^ him for to claime 

& atte ])is hijt atte was sa shene 

sulde tide ham ])orou a maiden clene 

fiB ilk* man was ham sent. 

we sagh him aUe in present. 

quilest I. was Justice of ]}at lagB 

quen sum men of ]>a iewes sagh 

^is ilk man do signes sere. 

fe blinde to se ]>e doumbe to here 

to parlesi & to mesele. 

& to )>e wode gifande {^aire hele 

redi to raise fe ded til hande 

& til his wil fe winde to stande 

a-pon fe see wijH)uten weto 

dry to walke a-pon his fete 

& ofer takenis & mani vn-talde 

for god sone men mujt him halde 

fe p/'incis als his ful fees 

wi]) pompe & pride againe hitn ras 

as prisour^ )>ai him toke for-j>i. 

& toke him in-to my bailli. 

of mani wrangis fai him wreyed 

& mani lesing on him lied. 

Jjai saide he was a tregitour 

& againe J^aire lagh traitour 

I trawed alle atte ]>ai me talde 

a-gaine to ham I, him vp-3alde. 

& ))ai him hanged suche was J^aire rede 

& dalue him quen he was dede. 

& of my knijttis vj. I.-sette. 

for to do his graue be-gette. 

& J)e?'-a-pon I. sette my sele. 

Jat na man sulde fe bodi stele. 

FAIRFAX 



HE TfiLLS HOW THE CHIEF JEWS TOOK JESUS PRISONER, AND TOLD MANY LIES 1063 
ABOUT HIH, WHICH HE, PILATE, BELIEVED, AND 80 GAVE HIM UP TO BE HANGED. 



Of qaam )7air eldris had ane hight, 
))at to )7aiiu suld ]>air auen dright 
His angel send dune for J^aim, 18533 
]}air worthi king him forto claim. 
f&t )7ai pia hight ))at was sua schene, 
Suld tide J^aim thoru a maiden clene. 
pis ilke man was to J^aim sent 18537 
Bath in time and in present, 
Quilis i was baile of ))air lau, 
Quen sum men of ]>a iuus sau 18540 
pia ilke man dos signes sere, — 
]>e blind to se, ]>e dumb to here. 
To parlesi and eke to mesele, 18543 
And to ]>e wode, giuand pair hele, 
Eedi to raise pe dede till hand. 
And till his will pe wind to stand, 
Apon pe see, widvten wete, 18547 
Gangand als apon a strete ; — 
And o)>er takeni[n]ges fel vnteld, 
pai ]>ai for goddes sun him held, 
^e princes als his ful fas 18551 

wid enst and nith again his ras, 
Als presun ]>ai him toke for-]>i. 
And bitaght him me als pair bailli. 
Of mani wranges ]}ai him wreid, 18555 
And mani lesing on him lieid, 
And said he was a tregettur, 
And again )7air lau traitur. 
I troud all )>at ]>ai me tald, 18559 
And beft to ])aim i him vp jald, 
And ))ai him hanged, sli was pair rede, 
And deluid him quen he was dede. 
And of mi knightes sum ]}at sett 
Forto do his graue to gett, 18564 

And l^ar-apon J^ai did par sele, 
pai no man suld his bodi stele. 
g:;ttingen 



To her eldres had he hi3t 
J5at to hem wolde he of his my3t 
His aungel fro heuen sende 
Fro her foos hem to defcnde 
j)\a heste among hem shulde bene 
\)OMT^e a mayden good & clene 
]}is ilke mon was to hem sent 
Now in my tyme & my present 
whil I was demer of her lawe 
whenne somme of f o iewes sawe 
pia ilke mon do miracles sere 
Blynde to se & doumbe to here 
To palesie & to mesele 
And als to wode he ^af her hele 
Kedi to reise pe dede to honde 
And to his wille pe yrjnde to stonde 
Vpon pe see wi)>outen wete 
Goynge as vpon a strete 
And opere tokenes fele vntelde 
\)ai pel for goddes son him helde 
})o prmces of prestis his fulle foos 
wij) wraff e & envye on him roos 
As pnsoun ])ei him toke for-))i 
And him bitaujte to my baily 
Of mony wrongis J>ei him wryed 
And mony lesynges on him lyed 
|)ei seide he wroujte bi wicche-craft 
And wi]) pe deuel was bilaft 
I leued al pai pel me tolde 
And so to hem I him vp 3olde 
)>ei him henge suche was her reed 
And grauen he was whenne he was ded 
And of mony kny^tes 8om77ie set I 
To kepe his graue sikurly 
pere vpon was done her sele DMfiit^bk] 
pat noon shulde pe body stele 

TRINITY 



1064 PILATB SATS AFTER JESUS\ DEATH A NEW STRIFE BEOAX, BECAUSE THE JEWS 
BRIBED HIS SERVANTS TO LIE AND SAY THEY HAD NOT SEEN JESUS RISE. 



]ye thred dai ras he fra ded to lijf, 

Bot ]}aii bigan a neu strif 18568 

Son bituix ]>am and min kynghtes, 

For fsLD. bigan )7ai to bede )7am hightes 

For to lei of his vp-rise, 18571 

Bot ]yof fai tok ]}air giftes o prise 

Fra pat luen folk sa fell, 

])e soth bi-houed ])aim al-gat tell. 

^ai sagh him rise fra vnder stan. 

And ^at ]}ai had fals giftes tan. 18576 

For-fi, sir king, i warn f e nu 

^at ]>oa na lesing here o tru, 

And namli to ]>e sagh of luu, 

For ]>us-gat did ]>ai wit ie^u. 18580 

Ha i ha ! quat ))air will was wick 

pat werraid him bath ded and quick." 

Nu haf yee herd be tald pe pas, 

Hu ])at he harud hell and ras. 18584 

IT Quen he for us was boght and said 

Was tua and thritti winturs aid, 

And monet sex and ivyckes tua, 

QiLen he ))e luus lete him sla. 18588 

Bot we sal bath sua vnder-stand, 

luus and sarzins him slogh wit hand. 

Je skil f ar-of it was for-fi, 

pai he )>am bath come for to bi ; 

pat ilk dai ])an dede he, 18593 

His moder was gret wit aue, 

Tua night he in sepulcre lai. 

And noght bot an-lepe dai. 18596 

pe nightes tuin bi-takens bath 

pe bodi dede and the saul bath ; 

^e dai bitakens pe ded of him 18599 

pai lightend has ur ded sa dim ; 

Quils his licam lai vnder stan. 

In gast es he til hell gan, 18602 

COTTON 



IT Je pTid day ras he to life. 

bot pen be-gan a new strife. 

be-twix J)a iewes & my kni3tis 

& ))ai ham gaf grete gif tis 

for to laine his vprise 

al if )7ai toke p& giftes of prise. 

of ]>a men ])at ware sa felle 

pe Bop be-houed ham algate telle 

pal sagh him rise fra vnder stane 

& atte psd had fals giftes tane 

for-f i sir king* I. warne pe now. 

atte f ou na lesing* per-of trow. 

ne leue natalis of na iew. 

for f us-gatis did fai wif ihesxL 

A of wille quat f ai ware wik* 

at wroyed him baf dede & quilc. 

now haue 3e herd talde pe pas. 

how he heried helle & ras. 

quen he for vs was bo3t & salde. 

he was ij. & xxx. 3erc aide. 

& monefes vj. & wokis twa. 

quen he pe iewes lete him sla. 

bot certan 3e salle vnderstande 

iewus & sarasines slogh him wif hande. 

pe skil fer-of was for-f i. 

fat he Jam baf come for to by. 

fat ilk dai fen died he. 

his moder grot was wif aue. 

ij. ni3t he in sepulcre lay. 

& no3t bot an. anlepy day. 

f e ni3ti8 twin be-takenis to. 

f e bodis dede & saulis also. 

f e dai be-takenis dede of him. 

atte has li3tened alle oure dim. 

IT quilest his licame lay vnderstane 

In gaste til helle is he gane 

FAIRFAX 



TOU HAYS NOW HEARD HOW JESUS HARROWED HELL AND ROSE. HE WAS 32 1065 
TEARS, 6 MONTHS, 2 WEEKS OLD. HE LAT IN THE TOMB 2 NIGHTS AND 1 DAT. 

J>e thrid dai ras he to lijf, [itiii, vk, col i] pe fridde day he rocs to lif 

Bot J)an bigan a nu strijf 18568 But po bigonne a news strif 

Bituix f aa iuus and mi knightes, Bitwene fe iewes & my knyjtes 

For ])an bigan pai beds fsiim giftes For j>ei seide as )>ei sey wip si^tes 

Forto lei of his vp-rise, Grete ^iftis toke f ei for fat prison 

Bot J)OU f ai toke pe gifte of pris To hele fat he was so vp risen 

Fra fat men folk sua fell, 18573 Fro mony iewes fat were fele 

f e soth bihoued f aim algat telL ]}e sof e algate shulde f ei hele 

f ai sau him rise fra vnder stane, pei say him rise out of his graue 

And fai fat had fals giftes tane. })o kny^tis to whom f ei 3iftis ^aue 

For-fi, sir king, i warn f e nu 18577 perfore I wame fe sir kyng 

fat f u na lesing here-of trou, Trowe f is for no lesyng 

And nameli to f e sau of iuu. And namely leue her of no iwe 

For dusgat did fai wid ie«u. 18580 For al fus dud fei wif ihesu 

Aha ! quat fair will was wick Jjus were f e iewes fals & wik 

fat werraid him bath dede and quick." J5ei werred on ihe^u deed & quyk 

NvL haue je herd be tald f e pas, Maugrey f e iewes his fals foos 

Hu fat he herid hell and ras. 18584 })U3 he heried helle & roos 

[Q]uen he for vs was boght and said whenne he for vs was boujt & solde 

was tua and threiti weinter aid. Two & f ritty 3eer he was olde 

And monethes sex and woukes tua, Monef es sixe & wikes two 

Quen he fe iuus lete him sla. 18588 whenne he fe iewes lete him slo 

Bot we sal bath sua vnderstand. But we shul fus vndirstonde 

Iuus and sarzins him slou wid hand. Iewes & sarasynes him slow3e wf't^ 

Je skill f ar-of it was for-fi, pe skil f erof was For f i [nonde 

fat he faim bath come forto bi. 18592 pat he hem bofe coom to by 

Jat ilk fai fan deied he, pat ilke day dejed he 

Als his mof ir was gret wid aue, pat his modir was gret wif aue 

Tua night he in sepulcre lai, 18595 Two nyjt he in sepulcre lay 

Bot noght bot anlepi day. But not but oon hool day 

pe nightes tune bitakenes bath [ 

f e bodili dede and saulis * bath ; ^iJu] 

fe day bitakind ded of him 18599 

fat lightend all vr ded sua dim ; no gap in the MS.] 

Quilis his licam lai vnder stane, whil his licam lay vndirstone 

In gast es he to hell gane, 18602 His goost was to helle gone 

06TTINGBN TRINITT 



1066 WHILE JESUS' BODY WAS IN THE TOMB HIS SOUL WENT TO HELL, AT MIDNIGHT 
ON BASTEBDAY (THE EGYPTIANS WEBE SLAIN AT NIGHT) ; IT BBJOINED HIS BODY, 



His bodi here, his gast was ))ar, 18603 

EQs goddhede wanted noJ)er-quar. 

Vntill hell fat lauerd him light, [ooL 2] 

On paske-dai als at mid-night ; — 

For wel J)ou sal it vnder-tak 18607 

]>at ilk time he sent his wrake 

Apon J)e egipcians vn-lel, 

])at he did sla wit his angel ; 

fat ilk [time] on nightertale, 18611 

He broght his frendes vte o bale, 

fat es fra hell to paradis. 

And quen his will was for to rise, 

Til his licam he went again, 18615 

And ras up thoru his aun main. 

])e seuend dai in paske-tide. 

He ras arli, wit-vten bide, 18618 

Bath godd and man als he was ar, 

Vndeiand nu for enermar, 

For wit his fight again vr fede, 18621 

Ouercommen he has pe lastand dede. 

IT And fus bicome fat oile in place, 

pat godd had adam hight grace ; 

Lang moght adam thine fe space 

fleming fra fat laue^-d face, 18626 

Four thusand yere, fat was f e tale. 

And four hundret and four al hale 

Was adam bidand in his bale, 

Thoru dome vnto fat diming dale. 

His lijf was in fis werld her 18631 

[Nine] hundret and thritte yere, 

Blisced be fat king and clerc 

fat sua can sauue his hand- were ; 

And blisced be sco fat vs bar, 18635 

Suilk a saluing vs tU vr sare. 

fat ilk leuedi mot lene us lare 

In his louing to tell hir mare. 18638 

COTTON 



his bodi here his gaste was fare 

his godhede wanted naure-quare. 

vn-til helle fat lorde him lijt 

on paske-day ri^t atte midni3t. 

for wete ^e wele & vnder-take. 

fat ilk time he sende his wrake 

a-pon f e egipciens vn-lele [leaf 76, back) 

fat he did sla wif his angel. 

fat ilk time on ni^t^rtale 

he brojt his frendis out of bale. 

fat is fra hel to paradis 

& quen his wille was for to rise 

til his licam he went a-gaine 

& ras vp f oroa his awen maine 

IT f e vij. dai in paske-tide. 

he ras erli wif-outen bide. 

bof god & man for euer-mare 

& neuer do dey as he did are. 

for wif his fi3t againe f e quede 

ouer-commin he has f e lastand dede 

And f us bicome fat oile to place 
fat god has hi3t adam of grace 
lange mu^t adam fink f e space 
of fleming fra fat lordes face 
iiij. f ousand 3ere fen was f e tale 
& iiij. hundre & iiij. hale, 
was adam bitande in his bale, 
f orou dome vn-to fat deming* dale 
H his life was in fis werlde here 
ix. hundre & xxx. 3ere. 
blessed be fat king* & clerk*, 
fat squa can saue his hande-werk* 
& blessed be ho fat vs bare 
suche a saluing* tille our sare 
fat ilk lauedi lene vs lare. 
in his louing* to telle now mare. 

FAIRFAX 



AND HE ROSE EARLY ON THE SEVENTH DAT OF EASTER, GOD AND HAN AS 1067 
BEFORE. THUS CAME THE OIL OF MEROT. ADAM WAITED IN SORROW FOR IT LONO. 



His bodi here, his gast was ]>ar, 18603 

His goddhede wanted nouj>er-quar. 

Into hell ]>at lauerd him lights CooL t] 

On pask-dai als on midnight ; — 

For witt 3e wele and vnder-take 

^at ilke time he sent vs wrake 18608 

Apon fe egypciens vnlele, 

])at he did sla wid his angele ; 

]>at ilke time on nightertale, 18611 

He broght his freindis vte of bale, 

])at es fra hell to paradis. 

And quen his will was forto ris, 

Till his licam he went again, 18615 

And ras vp thoru his auen main. 

]>e seuend dai in pask tide 

He ras arli, widvten bide, 

Bath godd and man als he was ar, 

vndeiand nu for euermare, 18620 

For wid his fight again vr fede, 

Ou^rcomen he has fe lastand dede. 

[A]nd das bicome f&t ojle in place, 

}»at god hight adam of grace ; 18624 

Lang might adam thine ])e space 

Of fleming fra ])at lauerd face, 

Four thousand ^ere, \>B.n was fe tale, 

Four hundred and four all hale 

was adam bidan in his bale, 18629 

Thoru dome into ]>at dinning dale. 

His lijf was in f is werld here 

Keine hundreth and thritti ^ere, 

Blisced be ]>at king and clerk 18633 

])at sua kan sauue his hand-werk ; 

And blisced be scho pat him bare 

Suilk a saluing till vr sar. 

]>at ilk leuedi mot lene vs lare 18637 

In his louing to tell nu mare. 

OOTTINGEN 



His body here his goost \>ere 

His godhede wantide nowhere 

Into helle \>at lord li3t 

On paske day as at midny3t 

For wite we wel and vndirtake 

})at ilke tyme he sent wrake 

Vpon Je egipciens vnlele 

pat he let sle wi]) his aungele 

pat ilke tyme on ny^turtale 

He brou^t his frendes out of bale 

pat was fro helle to paradise 

And whenTte his wille was to rise 

To his licam he went ri^t 

And roos vp bi his owne my3t 

pe f ridde day in certeyn tide 

He roos erly wi))outen abide 

Bo])e god & mon as he was ore 

Vndyinge for euermore 

For wif fe my3t of his godhede 

Ouercomen he haf fe lastyng dede 

pu3 coom fat oyle in place 

pat god het Adam of grace 

Longe my3te Adam J^inke 

From fe si3t of fat kyng 

Foure )7ousonde. foure hundride&foure 

was adam bidyng in his bale L"^ ^^® 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

His lif was in pia world here 
Nyne hundride & prittj 3ere 
Blessed be ]>at kyng & clerk 
pat so con saue his hondewerk 
Blessed be she pat him bare 
Suche a saluyng to oure sare 
)}at ilke lady sends vs grace 
Of his preysing to speke su7n space 

TRINITY 



1068 ▲ LION WHEN IT IS BORN LIES DEAD THREE DATS, TILL HIS FATHER ROABS 
AT HIM AND GIVES HIM LIFE j SO JESUS ROSti AT HIS FATHER'S BIDDING. 



[Christ is like a lAon,"] 



IF Leon o rightwisnes has raised 

Him-self, and liis prisun laisd, 18640 

Leon man mai him elepe be right. 

For mai na best be mare o might. 

And opGT alsua ])ar es resun 

Qui he es takend to leon, 18644 

Leon quelpe quen it es born 

Lijs ded ai to fe thrid mom, 

Wit-vten lijf of ani lime ; 

His fader coms )7an til him, 18648 

And wit his cri J>at es sua grise, g^»,^ 

He gifs his quelpe lijf to rise. 

Sua did iesus, vr champiun, 

])of he lai ded for vr ranscun, 18652 

Qiten pat his fader wald, he badd 

His sun vp-ras us al to gladd. 

O leon al-«ua ]>e kind es hei, 

Hu lukes slepand neuer his ei ; 18656 

"Ne iestis, fof his gast he yald 

His goddhede fat has all in wald, 

Moght neuer dei [ne] neuer sail, 

Ne slepe, pat has to wak us all. 18660 

[Our Lord's Life 

IT fat king, qi^^n he was risen to lijf, 
Sceud him til his disciplis rijf, 18662 
Come and yode to faim vmstunt. 
And ete and dranc als he was wont ; 
Wit f am he longed four[ti] dais, 
And sermon[d] (als pe stori sais) 
Of heuen blis fat es sa hei, 18667 
And qw^n his will was for to stei. 
To gader all his to-gedir he badd ; 
And quen f ai war all samen stadd, 

COTTON 



Lyoun of ri3twi8nes has raised 
him-seluen & his prisouns laused 
lyoun man mai him calle wif rijt 
far mai na best be mare of mijt. 
& oper alsqua per is resouTL 
quy he may be calde leoun. 
lioun quelp quen hit his borne, 
lyes dede ay til pe frid mome 
wif -outen life of ani lim. 
his fader comis fen til him. 
& wif his cry fat is sa grise 
he geres his quelp for to rise. 
IF squa ferde ihe^us our scaumpioun. 
alle lay he dede for our raunsouit. 
quen his fader rise him bad. 
yp he ras vs alle to glad, 
of lioun alsqua f e kinde is heye. 
he loukis slepand neuer his eye. 
ne ihe^us f ou he his gaste 3alde 
his godhede fat has al in walde 
mu^t neuer dey ne neuer salle 
ne slepe fat has to wake vs alle 

after he had risen.^ 

IF fat king* quen he was risen to life 
he shewed him til Ins discipUs rife 
come & 3ode til ham sum stont 
& ete & drank* als he was wont 
wif ham he lenged xl. days. 
& preyched als f e story says, 
of heyuen blis fat is squa heye 
& quen his wil was for to steye. 
to come to-gedder al his he bad 
& quen f ai ware alle sammyn stad 

FAIRFAX 



A LION ALSO SLEEPS WITH HIS ETE OPEN ; SO JESUS WILL NEVEB DIB NOR 1069 
SLEEP. AFTER HE HAD RISEN HE STATED WITH HIS DISCIPLES FOUR DAYS. 



[Christ is like a Lion,] 



[L]£on of reghtwisnes has raised 

Him-seluen, and his presun laised, 
Leon men mai him clepe wid right, 
For mai na best be mare of might. 
And alsua fax es opei resun [iriiSkOoi. i] 
Qui he es takened to a leon, 18644 
Leon qaelp quen it es bom 
Liges dede to ))e threid morn, 
widvten l\jf of ani lim, 18647 

His [fadir] comis ])an to him ; 
And wid his cri f&t es sua greis. 
He giues his quelp lijf forto rijs. 
Sua did iesn, vr champioun, 18651 
f ou he lai dede for vr ransoun, 
Quen )7at his fad^ wald, he bad 
]ye sun ypras vs sMe to glad. 
Of leon alsua pe kind es hey, 18655 
81epand loukes he neuer his eie, 
"Ne iesus, ])ou his gast he ^ald 
His godd-hede pat has all i[n] wald, 
Moght neuer dei ne neuer sail, 18659 
Ke slepe, p&i has to wake vs all. 



IT J5e lioun of ri3twi8nes f us reised 
His dedes made his godhede prcysed 
Lyon men may him clepe wij) rijt 
For may no beest be more of myjt 
Also per is ano)7er resoun 
whi he is tokened to a leoun 
J5e leouns whelpe whenwe hit is bom 
Li]> deed til pe J^ridde morn 
wif outen lif of any lym 
His fadir J^enne come]) to him 
And wi]) his cry pat is so grise 
He 3yuef his whelpe lif to rise 
So dud ihe^u oure champioun [Imt u«] 
po he lay deed for oure raunsou7» 
whenne his fadir wolde he made 
Him yp to rise vs alle to glade 
Of leoun also pe kynde is he3e 
Slepyng loukef he neuer his e3e 
Nor ihe^i^ ])0U3e he his goost jalde 
His godhede pat ha]> al in walde 
Mi3te neu^r de3e ne nexxer shal 
"Ny slepe )7at ha); to wake ts al 



[Our LordHs Life after lie had risen,] 
[J)]at king, quen he was resen to lijf, pat kyng fo he was risen to lif 



Scheud him till his desciplis rijf, 
Com and 3ode to paim vmstunt, 18663 
And ete and dranck als he was wont ; 
wid paim he dueld fourti dais, 
An sarmoned (als pe stori sals) 18666 
Of heuenes blis fat es sua hei, 
And quen his will was forto stei, 
To gadir all his togede?* he badd ; 
And ]>ai war all samen stadd, 18670 
gOttingen 



Shewed him to his disciples rif 
Coom & 3ode ofte hem among 
And also eet wi)> hem & dronk 
wif hem he dwelt fourti dayes 
And preched as pe story sayes 
Of heuen blis fat is so hy3e 
And whenne his wills was vp to stije 
To geder alle his to gider he bad 
Soone fci were to gider lad 

TRINITY 



1070 JESUS OONOBALEO HIMSELF AFTEB HIS BESURRECTIOy TO TSBT THE FAITH OF 
HIS FOLLOWERS. THE UKBEUEF OF THOU AS IS BTRENOTH TO US KOW. 



Jesus him kidd til faim all neu, 18671 
To frest if f ai in trouth war tru, 
])air mistruing for to misprais, 
And vte o wan-hope for to rais. 
For son J)ar was o fat gedring, 18675 
fat troud noght wel his up-rising ; 
Bot fair mistrouth, f e soth to sai, 
Es strenghing of vr trouth to dai ; 
Gret sikemes til us it was, 18679 

f e mistruing o sant thomas, 
For he wald trau on nankin wise 
fat lauerd iesus suld sua yp-rise ; 
Of his up-ras he was in were 18683 
And said, " for thing fat i mai here 
Mai i trou he up-risen es. 
Til i mai se and fele his flexs, 
J>e thirles bath o hand and fete, 18687 
And of his side f e wond wete ; 
Quen [I] ha graped fir wit hand, 
f e soth fan most i vnderstand." 
Bot iestis fat sli brest wald bete, 
Thomas lufsumli he lete 18692 

To put his hand in at his side, 
Al for to grape his wond wide. 
And said, " thomas f ou fele and se [coi.i] 
Quer i me-self or noght it be, 18696 
And mistru noght fat es to tru, 
Bot stand in stedfast trouth fra nu." 
Qwen thomas fat to crist was cuth, 
Herd f is talkin o ie^u muth, 18700 
" f ou ert," he said, " nu Isiuerd min 
And fou art als mi dere drightin." 
" For fou," coth he, " f e soth has sene, 
Nu fou it wate wit-vten wene 18704 
Bot fa men sal be benedight 
Sal trou in me wit-vten sight." 

COTTON 



ihesuB kid ham to ham al new. 

to fraist if f ai in trauf ware trew 

f aire mistrowning* for to mispraise 

& out of wanhope for to raise 

for sum per was of fat gedring* 

atte trawed nojt his vprising* 

IF bot f aire mistrouf for-sof to say. 

is strenf ing« of our trauf to day. 

grete sikemes til vs hit was 

f e mistrowing* of saint thomas. 

for he walde traw on nankin wise 

fat is lords iheras sulde squa vprise 

of vprising* he was in were 

he saide for f ing* fat I. mai here 

nyl I. traw vp-risin he is. 

til I. him se & fele his flesshe 

f e f irlis baf of hende & fete 

& of his side f e woandis wete 

quen I. haue graped per wif hand 

f e sof fen moste I. vnderstande 

bot ihe«us fat alle balls mai bete 

thomas louesumli he lete. 

to putte his hande in atte his side. 

& for to grape his woundes wide. 

& saide thomas fou fele and se. 

quef er I. my-self or nojt hit be 

& mistrou no3t atte is to trow. 

bot stande in ste[d]fast trauf fra now. 

IT quen thomas fat to crist was couf 

herd f is talking* of his mouf . 

fou art he saide lorde mine. 

& fou art als my dere dri^tine 

for fou quof he f e sof has sene 

now fou wate wif-outen wene 

bot blessed mote alle fa be [Uaf 77] 

fat trawes hit & sese no^t me 

FAIRFAX 



THOU AS WOULD NOT BBLIEYB THAT JESUS HAD RISEN TILL HE HAD FELT AND 1071 
BEEN HIM. JESUS ALLOWED THIS, BUT BLESSED THOSE WHO HAD FAITH WITHOUT SIGHT. 



lesus him kid to J^aim all nu, 18671 
To fraist if ^ai in trouth war tru, 
^air mistrouning forto misprais. 
And vte of wanhope forto rais. 18674 
For sum ]>ar was of J^at gadring, 
]>at troud noglit 3eit his vprising ; 
Bot ])air mistrovth, soth to sai, 
Es strinthing of vr troght to-day ; 
Gret sekimes till vs it was, 18679 
fe mistrouuing of sant thomas, 
For he wald trou on nakin wise [ooL f] 
vr lauerd iesu. suld sua vprise ; 
Of his vpris he was in were 18683 
And said, '' for thing ))at i mai here 
Mai i trou he vpresin es, 
Till i mai se and fele his fless, 
)}e thirles bath of hend an fete, 18687 
And of his side \>e wondes wete ; 
Quen i haue graped fa, wid hand, 
fe soth ])an most i vnderstand." 
Bot iesus )7at sli brest wald bete, 
Thomas luuesumli he lete, 18692 

And forto grape his wondes wide 
To put his hand in at his side. 
And said, " thomas ]>u fele and se 
Quefer i me-self or noght it be, 18696 
And mistrou noght ]>at es to trou, 
Bot stand in stedfast trouth fra nu.'* 
Quen thomas fat crist was couth. 
Herd )7is takning of ie«u muth, 18700 
" J)u ert," he said, " nu lauerd min 
And )ru art als mi dere drightin." 
" For fu," said he, " f e soth has sene, 
Nu fu wat widvten wene 18704 

Bot ))a men sal be benedight 
Sal trou in me widuten sight." 
oOttinoen 



Ihesus kud him to hem new 
To wite if J)ei in troufe were trew 
Her mys bileue for to mys preise 
And out of wanhope hem to reise 
For Bomme were of fat gederyng 
pat leued not ^it his vp risyng 
But her mys troufe sof to say 
Is strengfing of oure troufe to day 
Greet sikumes to vs hit was 
J5e mys trowyng of seynt Thomas 
For he wolde trowe on no wise 
Oure lord ihe^u shulde so rise 
Of his vprist he was in were 
And seide for fmg fat I may here 
I may not leue vp risen he es 
Til I se & fele his flesshe 
})e ]>urles bo]>e of honde & fete 
And of his syde fe wouTwle wete 
whenne I haue groped ))0 wi); honde 
\)Q so)>e fenne wol I vndirstonde 
But ihesus fat his bale wolde bete 
louesumly thomas he lete 
For to grope his woundes wide 
And put his honde in to his side 
He seide thomas now fele & se 
'whefer 1 my self now be he 
Stonde studfaste now herfore 
And mis bileue ])ou no more 
wheuT^e thomas fat to crist was cou]>e 
Herde fis of ihe^u Moufe 
pon art he seide lord god myn 
pat for me hast suffred pyn 
For fovL seide cnst hast hit sene 
poxL leuest hit wifouten wene 
Blessed shul alle ])o men be 
pat hit shal leue & not se 

trinity 



1072 JESUS BADE HIS DISCIPLES PREACH THROtJOHOUT THE WORLD AND BAPTIZE. 
THE UNBAPTIZED SHALL HAVE THE WRATH OF DOOM, THE FAITHFUL SHALL BE SAVED. 



f Fra pan wald dright wit open dede 

Conferme his trouth till all lede ; 

He badd ])an his disciplis preche 

OuerBl ]}is werld his trouth to teche, 

[ . , no gap in Cotton MS.; 

. . a leaf wanting in Laud MS.'\ 

And all \ai wald tni fra }pai time, 

And sij^en wald receiue baptime, 

}pai ))ai suld baptist be in hast, 18715 

In fader and sun and haligast. 

And ]7ai pai baptiin wald noght take, 

dome J^ai sal be don to wrake. 

^e truand and ]7e baptist bath 18719 

])ai sal be saue fra waful wath. 

])ar has he sothfast sample left, 

))at nede-wais most be bom eft, 

First in flexs and sij^en in crist, 18723 

modcr wambe and fan baptist ; 

Fader and moder us gat and bar, 

Bot crist us neu has geten far, 

Vs geten in hali gast has he, 

For-fi sothfast his suns er we. 18728 

Ful wa fan mai him be for aun, 

fat will noglit suilk a fader knaun ! 

For f is es he ful wel we watc, 

fat neuer o fat appel bate 18732 

Thoru him we mai, wit-vten lett, 

Ask ur heritage wit dett, 

For left he noght f ar-of a smitt 

Of all f e lagh fat he ne held it,18736 

fat neuer was halden far bi-forn, 

fat he for us com to be born. 

Of erth it come f e first man 

fat al ur baret us bi-gan ; 18740 

f e tof er us come fra heuen ture, 

fat broght us saghtnes and succure. 

COTTON 



Fra fen walde ih6«us wif opin dede 
conferme his trauf til awin sede 
he bad fen his disciplis preyche 
ou^r al f is werlde fe trauf to teiche 

[ 

no gap in ilie MS,"] 

& alle fat walde trawe fra fat time 
& sif en walde resceyue baptime. 
fat f ai sulde baptist be in baste 
in f e fader & sone & haligaste. 
& f ai fat baptime wil no3t take 
of dome salle be done to wrake 
f e trawande & f e baptist baf 
f ai salle be safe fra waful waf 
per has he sof fast ensaumple left 
fat nedo-waies most he be bom efb 
first in flesshe & sif en in criste. 
of moder wambe & fen baptist 
f fader & moder vs gatte & here 
bot cjisten has geten vs new fere 
vs giten in haligaste has he 
for-f i sof fast his sonis ar we. 
ful grete vemaunce is on him draw 
fat wil no^t suche a fader knaw. 
for-f i is he ful wele we wate 
fat neuer of fat appil bate, 
f orou him we mai wif-outen lette 
aske our heritage wif dette. 
for left he no^t f er-of a quitte. 
of alle f e lagh fat he ne held hit 
fat neuer was halden f cr be-fome. 
fat he for vs come to be borne. 
% of erf come f e first man. 
fat alle our baret first be-gan. 
f e tof er vs come fra heyuen toure 
fat brojt us sauenes & socoure. 

FAIRFAX 



WE MUST BE BORN AGAIN IN CHRIST; WB ARE HIS SONS IN THE HOLT GHOST, 1073 
AND SHOULD KNOW OUR FATHER 1 THROUGH HIM WB MAY ASK OUR HERITAGE. 



[F]ra fan wald drightin wid opin dede 
Comferme his trouth til alkin lede ; 
He bad ])an his desciplis teche 18709 
Oxier all f is world forto preche, 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 

And all ])at wald tru fra J^at time, 
And Bipen wald recine baptime, 
p&t ])ai suld baptist be in hast, 18715 
In name fader and sun and hali gast. 
And pai ))at will noght baptim take. 
Ate dome ]}ai sal be done to wrake. 
])e truand and \>q baptist bath 18719 
J?ai sal be sauf fra waful wath. 
J?ar has he sothfast sample left, gj'*^' ^^ 
pat nedewais most he born be eft, 
First in flexs and syden in crist, 18723 
Of modir wamb and fan baptist ; 
Fader and modir vs gat and bar, 
Bot crist has nu vs getten J)ar, 18726 
YS getiin in hali gast has he, 
For-f i sothfast his suns er we. 
Ful wa J?an mai him be for au, 18729 
fat will noght suilk a fadir knau ! 
For-J?i es he ful wele wo wate, 
})at neuer of fat appil bate 
Thoru him we mai, widvten lett, 
Aske vr eritage wid dedett, 18734 
For left he noght far-of a smitt 
Of all f e lau fat he ne held itt, 
fat neuer was haldin far biforn, 
fat he for vs come to bi bom. 18738 
Of erde it come f e frist man 
fat all vr baret vs bigan ; 
f e tof er vs come fra heuen tur, 18741 
fat broght vs saghtnes and succur. 
68 oOttingbn 



For f enne wolde ihe^u in his dedes 

Conferme f e treuf e to alle ledes 

He bad his disciplis teche 

Ouer al f e world f e gospel preche 

pat is to vche creature 

For f ei shulde in trouf e be sure 

Alle fat wolde leue fat tolde 

And bapteme receyue wolde 

J)ei shulde be bapti3ed wif outen boost 

In name of fadir son & holy goost 

And who fat wolde no bapteme take 

At dome f ei shulde falle to wrake 

]}e leuer & f e baptised bof e 

Shulde be saued from alle lof e 

]}us haf he vs ensauntple left 

l)at we most nede be bom eft 

Furst in flesshe & sif en in crist 

Of modir wombe & f enne baptist 

Fadir & modir vs get & here 

But crist haf vs geten here 

In f e holy goost geten vs haf he 

]}e7'fore his sof faste sones be we 

Ful wo may hi?n be & owe 

J)at wol not suche a fadir knowe 

For fat is he wel we woot [leaf ii4, back 

fat neuer of f e appel boot 

Bi him we may wif outen let 

Aske oure heritage of dct 

J)e lawe he helde wondir wel 

Vnholden lafte he neuer a del 

Neuer was hit holden f er biforn 

For fat he coom to be bom 

Of erf e he coom f e furst mon 

pat al oure baret bigon 

J)e tof e?* coom from heuen tour 

pat brou3te vs sauyng & socour 

TRINITY 



1074 THB FIRST HAN BBOUOHT ALL THE WORLD INTO SORROW, BUT JESUS GOT ODR 
HERITAOB AGAIN. '' JO]9N WAS BATTIZSD WITH WATER, TS WITS THE HOLY GHOST." 



pe tof-mBst man was flezsliwioght,^^^ 
]>at al ^ world in bale has broght ; 
He was pute yte of psradis, 18745 
And al pat oxspring ])at was his ; 
Bot iesus vr fader has mad al plain. 
Gate til yr heritage a-gain, 18748 
pat lighted in erth fra heuen hei, 
And fra pQ lau vs dos up steL 
Til his disciplis badd J'at beind 18751 
Fra iursalem ^ai 9uld noght weind, 
Bot bide his fader hight right ])ar, 
pat thoru bis muth be said pom ar, 
He said, ** be baptist o sant iohan 
Was noght don bot in water allan, 
Bot i sai you yee sal in hast 18757 
Be baptist in pe haligast." 



^e formast man was flessheli wro^t 

]}at alle pe werlde ih. bale^ bro^t 

he was putte out of paradis. SJJS^^ 

& alle pe ospring* J)at was his, *****^ 

bot ihe^s our fader has al made plain. 

gat vs our heritage a-gaine. 

])at li^t in erp fra heyuen heye 

& fra pe erf vs dos vp-stey. 

V til his disciplis bad ])at hende. 

fra ientsdiem ))ai sulde nojt wende. 

til ])at I. haue talde ^ou mare. 

])at ^e salle se or ]7at I. fare. 

pe baptiz he saide of seint iohS 

was no3t done bot in water allone. 

bot I. say je salle in haste. 

be baptist in pe haligaste. 



[TJie Ascension of Christ^ 



Quen. iesus had his spell ful-fild, 
And techod Jam al pat fat he wild, 
Forth he ledd fat fernet suete, 18761 
Apon f e mont of oliuete 
In licknes o profession, 
And gaf f am all his benisun : 
And wit his aun propur might. 
He stei up in fair aller sight, 18766 
A elude fat far a-gain him light 
Bitaght him til his angels bright ; 
Qtieii f ai f e sight of him had tint, 
Yeit fai be-heild wit-vten stint, 18770 
And quils fai sua beheild in lite, 
Bi-side f am stode tua men in quite, 
And said, " godmen o galilee, 
Apon quat thing sa wonder yee 1 
Wonder yee sua a-pon ie^, 18775 
Bot right als he es tan fra yow, 

COTTON 



quen ihe^us had his spel fulfilled 

& shew ham alle atte he willed 

forf he led fat farned squete 

a-pou f e mounte of oliuete 

in liknes of processiouw. 

& gaf ham alle his benisoun. 

& wif his a wen propre mi3t 

he steyo vp in f aire aller si3t. 

a cloude per come againe him li3t 

bi-ta3t him til his angel bri3t. 

quen fai f e sight of him had tint 

3et fai be-helde wif -outen stint. 

^ & quilest fai squa be-helde in lite 

be-side ham stode ij. men in quite. 

quar-a-pon squa wonder 3e. 

gode men fai saide of galilee. 

a-pon ihesu. to wonder squa. 

ri^t as he now is tane 30U fra. 

FAIRFAX 



WHEN JESUS HAD FINISHED TALKING HE LED THAT SWEET COHPANT OK TO 1075 
OLIVET, BLESSED THEM, AND ROSE UP, A CLOUD TOOK HIM TO HIS ANGELS. 



})e formast man was flesli 'vn'oght, 
fat all f e w[o]rld i?* bale had broght ; 
He was put vte of paradis, 18745 

And all fe ospring pat was his ; 
Bot ie^a vr fadir has made al plain, 
Gat til vr eritage again, 
pat lighted in erd fra heuen hei. 
And fra fe lau vs dos vp steL 18750 
[T]ill his desciplis bad poi heind 
Fra iemsalem ])ai suld noght wend, 
Bot bide his fadir hight right par, 
])at thoru his muth said men ar,18754 
'' Se said ^e baptim of sant iohn 
was noght done bot in watei* allon, 
Bot i sai 3U ^e sal in hast 
Be baptist in po hall gast." 18758 



]}e formast mon was flesshely wrou^t 
l)at al pQ world in bale broujt 
He was put out of paradis 
And his ospringe al for vnwis 
But ihe^u oure fadir made al pleyn 
And gat oure heritage a^eyn 
pat li3te in ejpe fro heuen heje 
And f idur wol vs do to ste^e 
To his disciples bad pat hende 
Fro ierusalem ])ei shulde not wende 
But bide his fadir biheste J^ere 
As men bi him had seide ere 
Se seide pe baptist Ion 
I baptise 30U in watir on 
In hast 3e shal wiJ70uten boost 
Be baptijed of pe holy goost 



[Tlie Ascension of Christ.] 



Quen iesus had his spell fulfild, [ool s] 
And teched ])aim all ^at he wild. 
Forth he led ^at megne suete, 18761 
Oup-on pe munt of oliuete 
In licnes of processiun, 
And gaf ])aim aU his benisoun : 
And wid his auen propre might. 
He stei vp in fair aller sight, 18766 
A cloud fat far again him light 
Bitaght him till his angelis bright ; 
Quen fai pe sight of him had tint, 
3eit fai biheld widvten stint, 18770 
And quilis fai bib eld sua in lite, 
Biside f aim stod tua men in quite, 
And said, "god men of galile, 
Quar-apon sua wonder 36 1 18774 

3e wonder sua apon ie^u, 
Bot right als he es tane fra 3U, 

GOTTINGEN 



whenne ihesus had fulfilde his spel 
And tau3te hem as he coude wel 
Forf he ladde pe meyne swete 
Vpon pe mount of olyuete 
In likenes of a processioun 
And 3af hem alle his benesoun 
And wif his owne propre my3t 
He stey vp in her aller si3t 
A cloude fat doun a3eyn him coom 
Bitau3te him to his aungels f on 
whenne f ei si3te of him had tynt 
3itt loked f ei wif outen stynt 
Whil f ei biheld so in delite 
Biside hem stode two men in white 
And seiden gode men of galile 
wher vpon merueile 3ee 
3e merueile vp on ihe^u now 
But ri3t as he IB take fro 30W 

TRINITY 



1076 TWO MEN CLOTHED IN WHITE PROMISE THAT JESUS WILL COMB AGAIN TO 
JUDGE ALL. IF WE FOLLOW HIS COURSE HE WILL NOT FORSAKE US. 



He sal come at arnoi))er tide, 18777 
For thar yow noght him a-bide. 
Bot com sal be wonder kene, 
Quen he sal deme us all bidene." 
Apon ^at bali tbrosdai 18781 

]nis went iemta to graith or wai. 
Wit fader his to graith vr in, 
])at nu er of his aun kin, 
In heuen blis, fat es Jje soth ; 18785 
If we folu her right his sloth. 
His kin he will noght for-sake, 
Bot it be thorn fair ann sake, 
Bot godd for-bedesua fat itweind, Cooi.i] 
fat we vr fa mak of ur freind ; 18790 
Wei aght we to luue him fan, 
Qua lanes him noght, es na man. 
Ka certes, if i f e soth sal rede, 
Kaman es he dos na man-hede, 18794 
And of vn-man-hede es it draun, 
To be again god dede vn-knaun. 
Vr manhed bu we fan him vn-to, 
In al f 6 god fat wo mai do, 18798 
For first in erth he her it felt. 
And nu in heuen he has it sett. 
Sua hei oner all creatur, 
Quat hert mai thine o suilk honwr, 
fat he til us has don o blis, 18803 
fat cuppuld f us vr kind til his. 
And sett apon his fader right hand, 
fat mighti godd and all weldand. 
fat es a selcuth thing to neuen, 18807 
For f er es erth hegher fan heuen. 
fat iesuSf godd and man wit-al. 
Sua hei es sett in heuen hall. 18810 
Quat elles bot erth es vr manhed, 
J)at es mad an wit his godd-hed 1 

COTTON 



he salle come atte a-nof er tide 

thar ^ou no3t him now Srbide 

bot fat come salle be wonder kene 

quen he comis vs al to deme. 

a-pon f e hali f orisday. 

f us went iheras to graif our way. 

wif his fader to graif our in. 

fat now IB of his awen kin. 

in heyuen blis fat is f e sof . 

if we wille folow rijt his slof . 

his kin ne wille he no^t for-sake. 

bot if f ai hit ham-seluen make 

IT bot god for-bede fat hit squa wende 

fat we our fa make of our frende 

wele vs agh to loue him fan. 

qua louis him no^t is na man. 

for certis if I. f e sof salle rede. 

na man is he dos na man-hede. 

& of vn-manhede is hit drawen 

of goddes dede to be vn-knawen. 

manhede bowe f ou vn-to 

in alle f e gode fat we may do. 

for first in erf he here hit fette 

& now he has in heyue/i hit sette 

squa hey aboue al creature . . 

quat hert mai fink of such honour 

fat he tille vs has done of blis. [if n, bki 

fat cuppled . [f ]vs our kinde tille his. 

IT & sette a-pon his fader ri^t haiide 

fat mi3ti god al weldande. 

hit is a selcouf f ing* to neyuen. 

for f er is erf herre fen heyuen. 

f er ihe^us god & man wif alle. 

squa heye is sette in heyuenis alio 

quat ellis bot erf is our manhede 

fat is made an wif his god-hede. 

FAIRFAX 



WB BOW OUR MANHOOD TO HIM IN ALL GOOD, FOR HE FIRST GOT IT ON EARTH, 1077 
AND HAS NOW SET IT IN HEAYEN's HALL. HE HAS OOUFLED OUR NATURE WITH HIS. 



He sal cum at aaofer tide, 18777 
For thar 30 naght liim nu abide. 
Bot ]}at come sal be wonder kene, 
Quen he sal deme vs all bidene." 
[A]pon fat hal[i] thures-day 18781 
fan went i&?u to graith vr way, 
wid fadir his to graith vr in, 
fat nu es of his auen kin, 18784 

In heuen bHs, fat es f e soth ; 
If we will folu right f e slotht, 
His kin ne will he noght forsake, 
Bot it be thoru vr auen make, 18788 
Bot god forbede fat it sua weind, 
fat we vr fa make of vr £reind ; 
Ful wele aue we to luue hi[m] fan, 
Qua luues hi?/^ noght, he es na man. 
Na certes, if i fe soth sal rede, 18793 
Ka man es he dos no manhede, 
And of vnma/ihede es it draun, 
To be again gode dede vnknaun. 
vr manhede bu we fan him vnto, gJ^JJ* 
In all fe gode fat we mai do, 18798 
For ferist in erd he here it fett. 
And nu he has in heuen it bett 
Sua hei vtouer all creatur, 18801 

Quat hert mai thine of sli onur, 
fat he till vs has done of blis, 
fat cupplid f us vr kind to his. 
And sett apon his fadir right hand, 
fat mighti god all weilldand. 18806 
fat es a selcuth tiling to neuen. 
For far es erd heier fan heuen. 
far iesuSf god and man wid-all. 
Sua hei es sett in heuen hall. 18810 
Quat ellis bot erd es vr manhede, 
J)at cs made ano wid his godhcdc 1 

OOTTINGEN 



He shal com at anofer tide 

pax 30U not him now abide 

But fat come shal be wondir kene 

whem<e he com shal al to deme 

IT Vpon f e holy f urseday 

Went ihesus to ordeyne oure lay 

Wif his fEidir to take her In 

))at wol wif wiUe be of his kyu 

In heuen blis fat is to sey 

If we wol folwe fe rijt wey 

His kyn wol he not forsake 

But we vs fouly mystake 

But god forbede hit so to wende 

]}at we oure fo make of oure frende 

wel owe we to loue him f on 

who louef him not is no mon 

Certis if we sof shul rede 

Mon is noon but he do monhede 

And of vnmonhede is hit drawen 

]}at of good dede wol not be knawen 

Oure monhede bowe we f enne him to 

In al f e good fat we may do 

For furst in erf e he here hit fet 

And now in heuen he haf hit set 

Ful heje aboue alle creatures 

what hert may f enke of suche honures 

pat vs haf done f e kyng of blis 

))at coupled f us oure kynde to his 

And set hit on his fadir ri^t honde 

pat my^ti god al weldonde 

pia is a selcouf f ing to neuen 

For f us is erf e he^er fen heuen 

]}ere ihesiis god & mon wif alle 

So ho3e is set in heuen stalle 

Monhede but erf e what is hit Deaf 115] 

))at now wif f e godhede is knyt 

TRINITY 



1078 OP THB BEAUTY OF CHRIST AND HIS BRIGHTNISS, WHERE HE NOW SITS, I 
MUST NOT SPEAK, BUT OP HIS LIKENESS WHILE HE WAS PREAOHINO HERE. 



He send ud ai ))at ilk grace! 18813 
^ar to se his blisftil face f 
Mare blis ne ioi mai neuer mar be, 
(an on his suet face to se. 18816 



f Of his visage ^ai es sa bright 

Me for to mele it es vn-right, 18818 

For angels es na sun sa light, 

^BiT mast ioi es on his sights 

To se him par he sittes nu. 

In heuen als we aght to tru, 18822 

Bot of his licknes p&t he bar 

Quils he went prechand here and J^are. 

]^an mai we sai, als it es redd 

Of or bokes in sumstede, 18826 

Of heght he was meteli man, 

Efter ])at fe men war pan ; 

Nojjer to gret, ne right to small, 

And wonder semli was wit-al ; 18830 

His cher was dredful on to loke, 

And lufsnm als-sua, sais J?e boke ; 

His hare like to J?e nute bnin, 18833 

Qi^n it for ripnes fals dun, 

Apon his scnldres ligand wele, Pk*Jj>J^ 

Bi his eras skailand sumdele. 

In hefd he had a clift be-fom, 18837 

Als nazarens has pat far er born. 

His for-hed [fair], wemless to sight, 

Wit-vten' ani runkel slight, 18840 

His vice sumdel wit rede was hlejid ; 

On nese and muth was noght at mewd, 

Forked fair f e chin he bare 18843 

And tender herd wit niikel hare. 

COTTON 



he sendis now Jjat ilk grace. 
per to se his blisful face, 
mare blis ne ioy mai nener be. 
])en on his squete face to se. 

Of pe fjEdrnes of eAsti & Ms bodeli 
liknes in erp. 

Of his visage )yat is sa bri3t 
me for to telle hit is na ri^t. 
for angels ar brijter ]}en sunne-lijt 
]}aire maste ioj is on ])at sijt 
for tille se him sitte in trone 
in heynen blis as he was wone 
f bot of his liknes ))at he bare, 
quilest he preiched here & pare, 
pen mai we sai als hit is redde. 
in our bokis in mani stedde. 
IT of he^t he was a metili man. 
ofter atte pe men ware pan, 
naujjcr to grete ne ri3t to smalle 
& wonder semeli he was ^vif -alle. 
^ liis cher was dredeful on to loke. 
& louesum alsqua sais Jje boke 
his hare like to J?e note brouw. 
quen hit for ripenes fallis doun, 
a-pon his shuldres ligande wele 
bi his eres shailande sumdele. 
IT In heued ho had a clift be-fome 
als na3aren8 & per ar borne, 
his forheued faire wemles to sijt. 
wif-outen ani ronclis. sli^t. 
his visage sumdel wijj rode was blende 
his neyse his mouf was no^t to mende 
comli & faire his chyn he bare. 
^ & tender berde wijj mikil hare 

FAIRFAX 



IT 18 SAID THAT HE WAS OF MIDDLE HEIGHT, HIS PAGE WAS ffTERN, TBT LOYINO, 1079 
HIS HAIB LONG AND NUT-BROWN, A FAIR FORE-HEAD, AND A FORKED THIOK BEARD. 



He send vs na ^at ilk grace 18813 

^at to se his blisfal place 1 

Mar blis ne ioy mai neiier be, 

fan on his suete face to se. 18816 



He sende vs now ]»t ilke grace 
])at we may se his blessed face 
More blis & ioye may neu^r be 
pen on his blessed face to se 



[A descnption of the Person 0/ Christ] 



[0]f his visage pat es sua brigh[t] 

Me to speke ^ar-of it es ynright^ 
For angelis es no snn sua light, 
l^air most ioy es on his sight, 18820 
To se him ])aT he sittes nu, 
la heuen als we agh all to trou, 
Bot of his liknes >at he bare 18823 
Quiles he was prechand here a[n]d yai, 
jfon mai we sai, als it es redd 
In vr bokes in sumkin stedd, 
Of heght he was a meteli man, 18827 
Efter J?at J>e men war pan ; 
Koufer to gret, ne right to small, 
And wonder semli was wid-all; 18830 
His chere was dredeful on to loke. 
And luuesum alsua, sais pe boke ; 
His har like to )>e nute brune, 18833 
Quen it for ripes fall is dune, 
Apon his chuldris ligand wele, [eoL f] 
Bi his eris skailand sum dele. 18836 
In heued he had a sched bifom, 
Als nazarenes has pat par er bom. 
His forhed fair, wemles to sight, 
widuten ani runkil sleight, 18840 
His viJ8 sum-dele wid rede was blend ; 
Of neies and muth was noght to mend, 
Forkid fair pe chin he bare 18843 
And tender herd wid mekil bare. 
oCttingen 



f Of ^is visage ^t is so bri3t 

Me to speke is vnrijt 

For aungels pat aboute him bene 

Her moost ioye is on him to sene 

To se him pere he sittej) now 

In heuen as may alle avow 

But of his likenes pat he bar 

whil he preched here A p«t 

we may saye as hit is red 

In oure bokes in dyuerse sted 

Of hei3te he was a metely mdn 

Aftir pat pe men were J)on 

Noujjer to grete ny to smal 

And wondir semely eke wif al 

His chere was dredeful on to loke 

And louesum as sei)y pe boke 

His heer like to pe note brou^ 

wheuTie hit for ripe falle]) doun 

Vpon his shuldres liggyng welei 

Bi his eres slydynge som dele 

In heed he had a sheed bifom 

As Xazarenus han pere J^ei are bom 

His forhede feir wemles in si^t 

wifouten wrynkul hit was sli^t 

His viys somdel wit/* reed was meynd 

wif nese & moujj feire ordeyned 

Forked feire pe chyn he bere 

And tender herd wij> muchel bere 

TRINITY 



1080 JESUS' BEARD WAS NUT-BROWN, HIS LOOK STBDFAST, HIS ETES CLEAR ORAT. 
HE SPOKE OLEARLY ; HIS REBUKING WAS AWFUL. WE FIND THAT HE WEPT THRIGB, 



Berd and liefd of a hen ware, 18845 

Kute brun als i tald yow are. 

Metli bar was on bis cbin. 

And als bis befd was scbeud in tain. 

Stedfast bis lok and simple ai, 18849 

His eien clere, and sumdel grai ; 

Clerli spak be J^at be wald, 

And al bis skil wiseli be tald. 

In bis snaipiug auful was be, 18853 

In talking mogbt nan sa fer be. 

fat tbris be wep we find i-nogb, 

Bot we find neuer quar be logb. 

O suilk a moder, wel slik a cbild, 

Wit fair wisage'and modes mild, 

It es sene be J>e weroni 18859 

A^d be pQ ymage o ]>at lenedi 

)>e tane es to ])e toj^er like, 

Stad in ]»e blis of beuen rike. 18862 



IF Quen iesus was vp-stei til beuen, 
Als yee baf berd mo for-wit neuew, 
To iursalem fai went fam son, 18865 
Als J? aim was biden for-to don. 
f e brefer all er cowmen fider. 
In a bus fai war to-geder, 18868 

Stil fai beild f aim })ar a,7id euen. 
pG apostels war fan bot elleuon, 
Petre, lobn, lams, andreu, 
Philiph, tbomas, bartbelmeu, 
Matbeu, iacob, ludas, symon, 18873 
All fir J)ar lai in orisun ; 
]Maria bis moder and ofer sum 
fat was bi-taght nore to iesum, 18876 

COTTON 



berde & beued of an bew ware 
note brouTi as I talde 3on are. 
Meteli bare was on bis cbyn. 
& als bis beued was sbed in twin, 
stedefast bis loke & simple ay. 
bis eien clere & sumdel gray, 
clerli spac be quat be walde. 
& bis skills wiseli be talde. 
In bis snaiping* agbf ul was be. 
in talking* mi^t nane sof^ be. 
f ris be wepped we finde I-nogb. 
bot we finde neuer-quare at be logb. 
f e moder was like vn-to f e cbilde 
wif faire visage & modis milde. 
wele mai men wete sicurelL 
fat f e ymage of fat lauedi 
f e tane is to f e toper like. 
In f e blis of beyuen-rike. 

bow f ai obese Mathy apostel f orou 
f e haligast ofter f e resnrreocioim. 

auen ibe<ms was vpstey til beyue?! 
als be-fore 30 berde me neyue/* 
to ierusalem. f ai went sone. 
als bam was bidden for to done, 
f e bref er alio ar commen f idder. 
& in a bous ware alle to-gidder. 
stille f ai belde bam per & eynen. 
f e apostles ware fen bot elleyuen. 
IT Petre. lobn. lame. & Andrew. !!?°**" 
Pbilip tbomas & Bertelmew. 
Matbeu Iacob ludas Simon, 
alle fer lay in faire orisoun. 
Maria bis moder & of er sum. 
fat was be-ta3t nere to ibe^wm. 

FAIRFAX 



na 

ApOfttO- 

lorum 



BUT NEVER THAT HE LAUGHED. WE SEE HE WAS LIKE HIS MOTHER BY THE 1081 
VERONICA. AFTER HE HAD RISEN THE BRETHREN WERE ALL AT JERUSALEM. 



Berd ami hefd of a heu ware, 18845 

Kutte brim als i tald 3U are. 

Meteli liar was on his schin, n ms. leto] 

And als his hefd * was sched in tuin. 

Stedfast his loke and simple aj-yl^^^^ 

His eien clere, and sum-dele gray ; 

Clerli spac he quat he wald, 

And all his skill wisli he tald. 

In his snaiping auful was he, 18853 

In talking might nane sother be. 

Jjat teris he wepe we find enogh, 

£ot we find neuer J^at he logh. 

Of suilk a modcr, suilk a child, 18857 

wid fair visage and modes mild, 

It es wele sene bi J>e veroni 

And bi fe yn^ge of fat leuedi 

]7e tane es to fe toj^er like, 

Stad in J^c blis of heuen-rike. 18862 



Berd & heed of on hew were 
Note broun as I tolde jou ere 
Metely heer was on his chyn 
Lonely & blessed vs to wyn 
Studfaste his loke & symple ay 
His e^en clere & somdel gray 
Clerely spake he what he wolde 
And alle his skiles wisely tolde 
In his snybbyng aweful was he 
I[n] techyng my3t noon sofer ba 
Teres he wepte we fynde Inow^e 
But we fynde neuer J)at he low3e 
Like his modir was ^at childe 
wi]} faire visage & mode ful mylde 
Sene hit is bi f e verony 
And bi f e ymage of fat lady 
pe ton is to fe io\>er liche 
Stad in heuen blis riche 



[llie Acts of the Apostles,'] 



[Q]ven iesus was vpstei til heuen, 
Als 3e herd me forwid neuen, 
To ien^^alem fan went f aim sone, 
Als f aim was bedin forwid done, 
fe bref«r all er comen feder, 18867 
In a hus war f ai to-gider, 
S[t]ill fai held f aim far and euen. 
f e apo^^lis war fan hot elleuen, 
Petre, iohn, lame, and andreu, 18871 
Philipe, thomas, and bartholomeu, 
Mathe, iacob, iudas, simon, 25?^*^ ****• 
All fir lay far in orisoun ; 
Man his modir and ofer sum 18875 
fat was nener betaght to ic^m, 

GOTTINGEN 



IT when^ze ihesus vp went to heuen 
As 3e herde me bifore neuen 
To ierusalem f went f ei soone 
As hem was beden for to done 
Alle f o bref er were comen f ider 
And in an hous f were to gider 
Stille f ei bar hem f & euen 
])e apostles f o were but elleuen 
Petur. Ion. lame. & Andrew 
Philip. Thomas & bartulmew 
Mathe, Iacob. Iudas. Symeon 
All f ese lay in orisoun 
Marie his modir & ofer also 
pat were wont wif ihe^u to go 

TRINITY 



1082 THERE WERE NEARLY 120 HEK. PETER SPOKE ABOUT JUDAS, AND TOLD HOW 
A FIELD HAD BEEN BOUGHT WITH HIS MONEY, AND OF HIS WRETCHED DEATH. 



pSLi war ner sex score men to telL 

^an ras petre ))am to spell, 18878 

"Mi brej?er," he said, "it most nu nede 

Jje writte be fulfild J)at we rede ; 

^at pe haligast said thoru daui. Coot f] 

iudas and his trecheri, 18882 

])at in yr tale was teld for an 

And did vr lauerd iesvL bitan. 

])e mede of his felonni 18885 

A feild ]7ai did ]>stm for to bij ; 

He brast in middes qu^n he hang, 

His guttes at his wamb vte wrang. 

pe psalm sais, thorn j>e haligast, 18889 

His woning stede be wild and wast, 

And for his tresun and his suike 

Ano^er most haf his biscop-rike. 

])is gadring be-houes ns ])an, 18893 

In witnesing to ches a man 

Yn-to pe semis of vr tale. 

For to mak Jje nu??ibre hale." 

AU Jjai said, " lok it be sua," 18897 

And of ])am all pai ches tua, 

pe tan hight ioseph barsabas, 

pe tojjer was batten mathias. 18900 

]7ai said, and |)us drightin bi-soght, 

" f ou lauerd J?at seis all mens thoght, 

fou seen nu qiwpQV o fir tua here, 

pat fou will haue to J)is mister 18904 

In-to Jje sted Iudas has losen, 

pe quilk o fir fou will ha chosen." 

fan kest f ai cauel f am emell, 

Bot son a-pon mathie it fell, 18908 

Of him it was vr lau^rd will, 

pe tale o tuelue for to fulfill. 

COTTON 



P 11. 18895—18900 wantJnjr In Fairfax MS.; 8 leaves gone 

[* From MS. Arundel 57, Herald's College, leaf 110, back, col. 1.] 



f ai ware nere sex skore to telle. 

fen ras petre ham to spelle. 

f my hreper he saide hit most nede 

pe writte be fulfilled atte we rede 

atte f e haligaste saide forou dauL 

of Iudas & his trechen. 

fat in our tale was talde for an. 

& did our lorde iheen be slane. 

& for f e mede of his feloni. 

a felde f er-wif he con him by. 

he brast a-middis qnen he hang 

his guttis atte his wambe ont-wrange 

f e salme sais f oron f e haligast 

his woning* stode be wilde & waste 

f & for his tresoun & his squike 

chose we an tiUe ys like. 

of f is geddering be-honis vs fan. 

In witenesing* to chose a man.^ 

[^To goddis seruyse him to take, 

And also a hool noumbre to make. 

A lie seide, " let hit be so," 

And of hem alle chees f ei two, 

f e ton het Ioseph barabas, 

And f e tof e?' mathias. 

f ei seide, & f us god bisou3t 

" f ou lord fat seest al monnes f oujt. 

She we vs whef ^?- of f ese here 

pat f ou wolt haue to f i mistere. 

In stide of Iudas fat is losen, 

whiclie of f ese f ou wolt haue chosen.** 

f ewne cast f ei lottis for to telle, 

And soone vp-on mathi hit feUe, 

On him hit was cure lordis wille 

f e noumbre of twelue to fulfille. 

FAIRFAX {part ARUNDBL MS.) 
Land MS. wants 11. 186JW— 1S900 ; 2 leaves torn out.] 



fiE SAID THBT MUST OHOOSE ANOTHER IN HIS FLAOa BAR8ABAS AND MATHIAS 1068 
WBBE OHOSEN j THET PRAYED OOD TO DIRECT THEM ; THE LOT FELL UPON MATHIAS. 



])ai war nere sex skor men to tell. 
fan las petie paim to spell, 18878 
"Mi brefer," he said, "it most nn node 
(e writt be falfild ]»at we rede ; 
]>at hali-gast said tboni daui, 
Of iudas and his trechori, 18882 

^at in yr tale was tald for ane 
And did yr lau^d i^^n to slane. 
Of J)e mede of his feluni 
A feild he did him for to bi ; 18886 
He brast in middis quen he hang, 
His gattes at his wamb vte wrang. 
pe salme sais thoru pe hali-gast, 1888d 
His woniwg sted be wild and wast, 
And for his tresun and his suike, 
Anoper most haue his bischop-rike, 
Of ^is gadring bihoms ys ])an, 18893 
In wittenesing to chese a man 
vnto J)e semis of ^ vre tale, pus. or] 
For to make vr numbre hale." 
AU fai said, " loke it be sua," 18897 
And of })aim all ]7ai ches paim tna, 
]>e tane hight ioseph barrabas, 
J>o tojjer was haten matheas. 18900 
f ai said, and fiis drightin bi80gh[t], 
" fu lauerd fat seis all manes f oght, 
pxL scheu vs queder of f is tua sere, 
fat fu will hauo to vs mistere, 18904 
Into stede iudas was losin, 
Quilk of fir f u wil haue chosin." 
fan keist f ai caueles f aim emell, 
Bot sone apon mathi it fell, 18908 
Of him it was vr lauerd will, 
f e tale of tueluo to fulfille. 

G6TTINGEN 



pere was ne3e six skore men to telle 

Petur roos & bigon to spelle 

Bref 6r he seide fe writen mot nede 

Be fulfilled fat we rede 

\>e holy goost seide f ourje dauy 

Of Iudas and of his tricchery 

pat in oure tale was tolde for one 

And dud onre lord ihesu, to slone 

wif tresour of fat felonye 

A felde he dud him for to bye 

He brast in two as he hong 

His guttes at his wombe out wrong 

^e salmes seif bi good taast 

His wonynge shulde be wilde & waast 

And for his tresoun & his swiche gj^^j** 

Anof er shulde haue his bisshopriche 

Of f is gederynge bihouef vs f on 

In witenessynge to chese a mon 

To goddes seruise him to take 

And also a hool noumbre to make 

Alle seide lete hit be so 

And of hem alle chese f ei two 

pe ton hett Ioseph Barabas 

And f e tof er mathias 

]}ei seide & f us god bi80U3t 

]?ou lord fat seest alle mennes f 0U3t 

Shewe vs whef er of f ese here 

pat f ou wolt haue to f i mistere 

In stude of Iudas fat is losen 

whiche of f ese f ou wolt haue chosen 

J5enne cast f ei lottes for to telle 

And sone vpon Mathi hit felle 

On him hit was oure lordes wille 

pe noumbre of twelue to fulfille 

TRINITY 



1 084 ON WHIT80m)AT, WHILB THE APOSTLES PRATED, THERE CAME A GREAT BLAST OS 
THE HOUSE, AND THE HOLY OHOST, LIKE TONGUES OF FIRE, LIGHTED ON THEIR HEADS. 



[Tfie Descent of 

IT Ten dais fra fe ascension, 

])e apostels lai all in orisun. 

Als pal sua aU to-geder lai 18913 

Apon ^at hali wijt sundai, 

At vndrin tide ]»ar come a sune 

y te o ^e air al bnstand dune, 

AJLs it war a thoner blast, 18917 

Brathli on ^at hus it brast, 

"Wit a wind J)ar come wit-all 

And, pai sittand, fild al pat halL 

^e haligast pax lighted ])an 18921 

Bath on womman and on man, 

Vn-to pair hefdes all bi-dene 

Was firen tunges sittand sene, 

A firen tung on ilkan light, 18925 

Bot noght ^ai brint, ))of ^ai mad bWght. 

And qui fai come in firen sight 1 %Vi7' 

Bot for to giue J^am strengh and might, 

For we wat, wit-vten gile, 18929 

f e fire es god to strengh pe tile ; 

Tung bitakens all langage 

))at )}ai suld haf of ful knaulage, 

To stand ai stitU for pe fai, 18933 

And thrali preche al crist laL 

Of haligast fild war ])ai J^an, 

And for to tell fai all bigan 

fe miracles gret o iesu. crist, 18937 

For wel fai all langage wist. 

Als gaf to f aim f e haligast 

Alkin wiit to tuche and tast, 18940 

Was na langage man for to muth, 

fat fai no all kindli it cuth. 

^ In fat siquar was in fat tun 

Men of alkin religioun, 18944 

COTTON 



the Holy Spirit] 

Ten dayes from f e ascencioon, 
f e apostlis lay in orisou7i. 
And as f ei so to-gider lay 
vp-on f e holy wit-sonday. 
At vndren tyde per coom a soun 
Fro f e eir brestynge doun. 
As hit were a fonder blast, 
Brodly on fat house hit brast, 
Wif a wynd fat coom wif-alle 
And, f ei sittyng, fulde fat halle. 
f e holy goost fo lijte f on 
Bof e on wommon & mon, 
vnto her hedes alle bidene Ceoi.t] 

were firen tonges sittynge sene, 
A firen tonge on vchone li3t. 
But not hit brent, f ei hit were brijL 
And whi hit coom in firen si3t ) 
Forto strengf e & 3yue my3t, 
For wel we woot, wif outen gyle, 
Fire is good to sti-engf e f e tile ; 
Tongis bitokenen alle langage 
fat f ei shulde haue ful kuowlage, 
To stonde safly for f e fay, 
And trewely preche cr/stis lay. 
Of f e holy goost likle were f ei fan. 
And for to telle f ei alle bigan 
f e miraclis grete of iesu couf e, 
For alle langagis f ei couf e wif mouf a 
fe holy goost jaf hem at fat blast 
Of alle wittis to touche and tast, 
Euery langage fat f ewne was, 
Kyndely couf e f ei hit bi gras. 
fat tyme was pare in fat toun 
Sere men of alle religioun, 

FAIRFAX (ARUyDEL MS.) 



IT CAME AS PraE TO GIVE STRENGTH, AND AS TONGUES TO BETOKEN THE 1085 
PREACHING OF CHRIST TO ALL. THEY BEGAN TO TALK IN MANT TONGUES. 



[I7ie Descent of 

[TJEn dais fra f e assenciun, [ooL 2] 
pe apo^/lis lai all in orisun. 18912 
Als J^ai sua to-gedir lay 
Apon fat hali Wittsimday, 
At yndrin tide far come a sune 
vte of pe air brestand dune, 18916 
Als it war a thoner blast, 
Brathli on pat bus it brast, 
"wid a wend at come wid^all 
And, pax sittand, fild all fat balL 
pe hali gast far lighted fan 18921 
Bath on womman and on man, 
vnto fair hefdes all bidene 
was firen tunges sittand sene, 
A firen tung on ilke a-light, 18925 
Bot noght f ai briwt, f ou f ai war bright. 
And qui f ai come in firin sight 1 
Bot forto strenth and giue might, 
For wele we wate, widvten gile, 
For fire es gode to strenth f e tile ; 
Tung bi-takenes all langage 18931 
fat f ai suld haue of ful knaulage, 
To stand stithli for f e fay, 
And thrali preche for cnstes lay. 
Of hali-gast fild war fai fan, 18935 
And for to tell fai all bigan 
f e miraclis grete of ie^ crist, 
For alkin langage wele fai wist. 
Als f aim to gaf fe hali-gast 18939 
Of alkin witt to touche and tast, 
was na la7^gage fat man wald mouth, 
fat f aim all it kindlik cuth. 
[l]n fat siquar was in fat tune 
Sere men of all religiune, 18944 

gOttingen 



the Holi/ Spirit,] 

^ Ten dayes from f e assencioun 
])e apostlis lay in orisoun 
And as f ei so to gider lay * 
Vp on f e holy witsonen day 
At vndren tide per coom a soun 
Fro f e eir brestyng doun 
As hit were a f ondir blast 
Brodly on fat hous hit brast 
wif a wynd fat coom wif aUe 
And f ei sittynge fulled fat halle 
J3e holy goost fere li3t f on 
Bof e on wommon & mon 
Vnto her hedes al bidene 
were fyren tonges sittynge sene 
A firen tonge on vchone li3t 
But not hit brende f ei hit were brijt 
And whi hit coom in firen sijt 
For to strengf e & ^yue i^y^t 
For wel we woot wif outen gile 
Fire is good to strengf e f e tile 
Tonges bitoken alle langage 
pat f ei shulde haue ful knowlage 
To stonde stifly for f e fay 
And trewely preche cn'stis lay 
Of f e holy goost fulde were f ei fan 
And for to telle f ei alle bigan 
J)e miracles grete of ihe^ru couf e 
For alle langages f ei coude with moufe 
pQ holy goost 3af hem at fat blast 
Of alle wittes to touche & tast 
Euery langage fat f enne was 
Kyndely coude f ei hit bi gras 
J3at tyme was fere in fat toun 
Sere men of alle religioun 

trinity 



I 



1086 MEN OUTSIDE WERE FRIGHTENED, AND RAN TO THE APOSTLES* HOUSE^ TALKINQ 
OF THE DREADFUL NOISE ; THESE ANSWERED THEM EACH IN THEIR OWN TONGUE. 



Of al maner of nacioun 

Man redis of in ani tun, 18946 

])at to ^at come ])at siquar, 

Of ilk lede, fra here and ^ar. 

Qz/^n ])ai had herd ])at niikel blast, 

Quarfor J^ai war dred and aga8t,18950 

For pat ferli fan war f ai fas, 

])ai runnen til pe apostel hus, 

And carpand o pat grisli crak ; 

])air aun langage ilkan ])ai spak, 18954 

Of alkin thing ])at f ai cnth frain, 

Kedi ])ai gaf ansuer again, 

pat ilk tung quar-sum ]7ai war, 

Til ilk lede ])ai gaf ansuar ; 18958 

It was na wisdom man to knau 

fat f ai ne cuth redi resun scan. 

All wondred fat f am herd Sknd sei, 

Said fai, " er not fir o galilei 18962 

Boni fat es fair kind contre 1 

Hu," coth f ai fan, " mai it be, 

f at vr langage spek f ai f us 1 

Gret selcuth hir-of thine us." 18966 

Of er-sum fan badd f am do wai, 

"Drunken," fai said, "o must ar fai." 

^ Vp stode petre fan in fat thrang. 

And said, " god men, yee liaf f e wrawg, 

fir er not drunken als yee sai, 18971 

It es not hot vndrin o f e dai, 

fai ne er noght fat time wont at ete [coi. aj 

Ne not to drinc be-for fair mete ; 

Bot i sal tell it yow wel better, 18975 

If yee can rede your aun letter. 

far was a prophet treu and lele 

In form dais, fat hight iohel, 

* I sal send in f e last dais 

mi spirit,' fus he sais, 18980 

COTTON 



[ 

• . . . no gap in the MSJ] 
To fat feest coom f enne fore, 
Of vche cunlare, lasse & more, 
wherfore were fei drad & gast, 
For heryng of fat mychel blast, 
For fat blast fat fei fere herde 
To f e apostlis hous fei ran for ferde, 
Spekynge of fat grisly crak ; 
her owne langage vchone spak. 
Of vche f ing fat fei coude freyn, 
Redy fei jaf vnswere ajeyn, 
fat ilke tonge what so fei were, 
To vche lede jaf f o vnswere ; 
Of al wisdoms fat men knowe, 
fei coude resoun redy showe. 
Alle merueiled how hit my^te be 
And seide, '' f ese men of galile, 
Bom in fat cuntre to seen. 
How," fei seide, " may f is ben 
fat oure langage speke fei fusi ^^'U^ 
Greet wondir her-of finke vs." 
Somme bad ofere ferine do wey, 
And seiden, "dronke of must were feL" 
Vp stood petur in fat f rong. 
And seide, " gode men, ^e haue wrong, 
we are not dronken as ^e say. 
Hit is but vndren tide of day, 
we be not wont fat tyme to ete 
ny not to drynke bifore oure mete ; 
But I shal telle 30U hit wel bettur. 
If je con rede 3oure owne lettur. 
f er was a prophets trewe & lele, 
Bi olde dayes, fat het loele, 
* I shal sende in f e laste dayes 
Of my spirit,' fus he sayes, 

FAIRFAX (aRUNDEL MS.) 



ALL WONDERED ; ** ABE NOT THESE MEN OF GALILEE ? HOW IS IT THET SPEAK 1087 
CUB LANOUAOES ? THEY MUST BE DBUNK." PETEB DEFJ^D^ THEM AND QUOTES JOEL. 



Of all manere of naciune 
Man redes of iu ani rune, 189^6 

^at to ^at fesie com ^at siquare, 
Of ilkin lede, bath lesse and mare. 
Quarfor Jai war dred and gast, SS^'ij*^' 
Quen pski had herd pat mekil blast, 
For pat farli sone war ^ai fus, 18951 
And ran ^aim til pe apo^/lis hus, 
All carpand of pat grisli crack ; 
))air auen langage ilkan })ai spac, 
Of ilkan thing pat ^ai cuth frain, 
Eedi })ai gaue ^aim ansuer again, 
^at ilk tung quat-siim it ware, 18957 
Till ilk lede })ai gaue ansuare ; 
It was na wi^dam m&n to knau 
)»at pel ne cuth resun redi schau. 
All wondred-on Jat fai herd or sei, 
And said, " er noght fir of galilei 
Born })at es pair kind cuntrel 18963 
Hu," said peA fan, " ma pia be, 
fat vr langage nu speke f ai f us 1 
Gret selcuth here-of thinces vus." 
Of er-eum badd f aim fan do way, 
And said, ** drunkein of must er f aL*' 
[VJp stod peter in fat thrang, 18969 
And said, ^'gode men, 36 haue f e wrang, 
we er noght drunkin als je say. 
It ne es bot vnf ren tide of f e day, 
we er noght wont fat time at eto 
Ne noght to drinc bifor vr mete ; 
Bot i sal till it ju wele better, 18975 
If 30 can rede jur auen letter, 
far was a prophete treu and lele, 
In formdais, fat hight ioel, 
' I sal send in f e last dais 
Of mi spirit,' fus it sais, 18980 

qOttinoen 



[ 

no gap in the MS,] 

To fat feest coom f euTie fore 
Of Yche cuntre lasse & more 
wherfore were f ei drad & gast 
For heryng of fat muchel blast 
For fat blast fat f ei pere herde 
To f e apostlis hous f ei ran for ferde 
Spekyng of fat grisly crak 
her owne langage vchone spak 
Of yche f ing fat f ei coude freyn 
Eedy f ei ^af ynswere a^eyn 
pat ilke tonge what so f ei were 
To vche lede ^af f o vnswere 
Of al wisdome fat men knowe 
pei coude resoun redy showe 
Alle merueiled how hit my^t be 
And seide f ese men of galile 
Born in fat cuntre to seen 
How f ei seide may f is been 
pat oure langage speke fei fus 
Greet wondir her of f inke vs 
Somme bad of ere f enne do wey 
And seiden dronken of must were fei 
IF Vp stood petur in fat f rong 
And seide gode men ^e saye wrong 
we are not dronken as ^e say 
Hit is but vndren tide of day 
We ben not wont fat tyme to ete Peaf 116] 
Ny not to drynke bifore oure meto 
But I shal telle 30U hit wel bcttur 
If 3e con rede ^oure owne lettur 
pere was a prophete trewe & lele 
Bi olde dayes fat hette lohele 
I shal sende in f e laste dayes 
Of my spirit fus he sayes 

TBI nit Y 



1088 JOEL^S FORETELLING OF THE GIFTS OF FROPHECT. PETER REMiyDS HIS HEAR- 
ERS OF GOD*S PROMISE TO DAVID, THAT ONE OF HIS SEED SHOULD SIT IN HIS SEAT, 



' JBath on man and womman eke 

O propheci pan sal j^ai speke, 18982 

Yur suns and ynr doghteres fre, 

And yur yongmen sightes se. 

Yur eldrin men sal dremes dreme, 

And mi gast ]>ai sal ha streme 18986 

To suain and womman gife alsua, 

At cum wit propheci to spa ; 

In heuen on hei ^an sal i scan, 

And signes dun in erth lau.* " 18990 

He tald p&m mani takens sere, 

pat es na nede all recken here. 

IT " Mi bref er," he said, *' ful wel mai i 

O j)e prophet yow tell daui, 18994 

He wist ]>at godd til him had suom 

foi an Ruld of his sede be bom 

To sitte in sertles ' J^atwas his; p soinMS.] 

Bot he fat sagh on-ferruw f is 

Of his up-ris he said, *in hell, 18999 

JN'e suld noght crist be left to duell, 

Ne neuer o rote his flexs ha sight, 

Bot raised he es wit strengh o dright.' 

Fra ded to lijf nu risen es he, 19003 

And far-of wittnes all ar wee, 

Baisd sua wit godds might. 

And siker of his fader hight. 

Of haligast fe giftes sere, 19007 

Gin us he has als yee se here, 

Til heijen he stei, fat was wel sene ; 

And i sai to yow folk biden, 

fis iesics es vr laucrd dright, 19011 

Yee did on rode wit-vten right." 

IF fir wordes herd, fair here gun turn, 

And als for fair misdedes morun, 

To petre and f aapostels to 19015 

j)ai said, " godmen, qiiat sal we do 1 ** 

COTTON 



* Bof e on mon & wowmon eke 
Of prophecie shul fei speke make, 
3oure sones & ^oure doujtris fre, 
And joure ^onge men shul si^tis se. 
3oure eldre men shal dremes dreme, 
And of my goost I shal a streme 
To mon & wommon ^yue also, 
To come bi prophecie and go ; 
In heuen on hy^e shal I shows, 
Signes & on erfe lowe.' ** 
He tolde hem mony tokenes sere, 
fat is no nede to reken here.] 
pBrethir he seidf welle may I ^m^wT* 
Telle you of the prophyte dauy 
he wyst that god ha<J to hym sworn) 
That oon shuld on his sede be born) 
To sytte in setes that were his 
But he that sie so ferre th?> 
Of" his vpiyst he tolcJ in helle 
hyt shalle not be last to duelle 
Kevyr shalle rote his flesh so bry^t 
But reysicJ is he by his might 
flfrom dethe to lyf* now resyii is he 
and ther/j-of* wytnes alle ar^ we 
Reysit^ so wyth-outyn let 
andf made sekyr* that his fdder hight 
The yefte* of* the holy gost sere 
lie hath vs yevyn as ye se here 
To hevyn he stie that is wele sene 
and I sey to you folt by-dene 
That lesus is that lord of myjt 
Ye did on rode wtt/i vnright 
Thise worded herd many oon) 
and rewid sore in hert anon) 
To petyr and othir Appostils ij** 
Good men they seid what shalle we do 

FAIRFAX {aBUNDEL AI^D LAUD JlfS5.) 



WHO SHOULD NOT BE LEFT IN HELL, NOR HIS FLESH SEE CORRUPTION. " WE ARE 1089 
ALL WITNESS HE HAS RISEN TO LIFE, AND HAS GIVEN US THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT." 



' Bath on man and womman eke 
Of propheci pan sal })ai speke, 18982 
JUT suns and 301 douglitris fre, 
And 3ur ^ongmen sal sightes se. 
^ur eldrin men sal dremis dreme, 
And of mi gast i sal a streme 18986 
To suayn and womman giue alsua, [ooi. s] 
To cum wid propheci to spa ; 
In heuen on hei ])an sal i schau, 
And signes dune on erd lau.' " 18990 
He tald ])aim mani takinges sere^ 
]?at es no nede all reken here. 
"Mi breder," he said, "ful wele mai i 
ju tell of ^e pr(>phete daui, 18994 
He wist that god till hi/zi had suom 
pat ane suld of his sede be bom 
To sitt in setlis pat war his ; 
Bot he ))at sau on-ferrum pia 18998 
Of his vpris he said, ' in hell. 
It sal noght be left to duell, 
JSTe neuer of rote his fless haue sight, 
Bot raised es he wid strenth of dright.' 
Fra dede to lijf nu resin es he, 19003 
And f ar-of witnes all er we, 
Eaised sua wid godes might. 
And sikird of hir fadir hight. 
Of hali-gast pe giftes sere, 19007 

Giuen vs has he als ^e se here^ 
Tille heuen he stei, pat es wele sene ; 
And i sai to 3U folk bi-dene, 
^is iesiis es mi lauerd dright, 19011 
je did on rode widvten right." 
[^]ir wordis herd, pair hert gan tru, 
And als for paii misdedis ^ai ru, 
To petre iad pQ apostlis to 19015 
}>ai said, " god men, quat sal we do ? " 
09 gOttingbn 



Bofe on mon & wommon eke 
Of prophecie shul fei speko meke 
3oure sones & ^oure doujtres fre 
And 3oure ^onge men shul 8i3tes se 
30ure eldremen shul dremes dreme 
And of my goost I shal a streme 
To mbn & wommon jyue also 
To com bi prophecie and go 
In heuen on he3e shal I showe 
Signes & on er]>e lowe 
He tolde hem mony tokenes sere 
pat is no nede to rekene here 
Brefcr he seide wel may I 
Telle 30U of pe prophete dauy 
He wist pat god had to him sworn 
pat oon shulde of his seed be bom 
To sitte in sete pat were his 
But he pat say so fer ^is 
Of his ypriste he tolde in helle 
Hit shal not be laft to dwelle 
Neuer shal rote his flesshe so brijt 
But reised is he bi his my3t 
From dee^ to lif now risen is he 
And perot witenes alle are we 
Eeised so wi])outen let 
And made sikur pat his fadir het 
pe giftes of j^e holy goost sere 
He ha}) vs ^yuen as ^e se here 
To heuen he stey^e pat is wel sene 
And I saye to 30U folke bi dene 
pat ihesus pat is lord of my^t 
3e dude on rode wif vnri^t 
J?ese wordes herde mony one 
And rewed sore in herte anone 
To petur & opere apostles to 
Gode men ^ei seide what shul we do 

TRINITY 



\ 



1090 PETER TELLS THOSE WHO MOURN THEIR MISDEEDS TO REPENT AND BE BAP- 
TIZED ; THE REWARD IS PROMISED TO ALL. 800 PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED BY PETER. 



'' Bot do8 penance and baptiz yow 
All in ]>e nam of ur ie^, 19018 

Yow sal for-giuen be yur sake, P{^Jo{7j 
fe gifte of ]>e holigast to take ; 
For-qui to yow and to yur sede, 
fe barns pat of yow sal brede, 
pe mede es bight of al and al, 19023 
All ]>aa pat crist will til him call, 
Bot for your bote i you for-bede 
To lete oght at fis wicked lede." 
Petre paind him ful gem 
In crist lai pat folk to lem ; 19028 
And psl pat tok his word til hert, 
]^air sauls tumd it to quert ; 
For par was pat ilk dai in lijf 
Thre hundret baptist man and wijf, 
]^at desseli bath late and are 19033 
War tentand to pe apostels lare, 
And o peLiT brede ete wit ]>aim fare 
pat ]>ai had noght tan elles-quare. 
fai fat had bus or ani aglit 19037 
f ai said pam and pe pris laght, 
Be-for )>e apostels fete it broght, 
J»ar-of to do qicat faim god thoght. 
Arli pe apostels ilk dai 
Went to pe temple for to prai, 19042 
At fair gain come mete f ai gaue, 
Ilkan fat f ai sagh mister haue. 
^ Petre and iohn a dai at none 
Went to f e kirc to mak fair bone, 
Be-side fe wai far sagh fai lij, 19047 
A man was criplid in f e parlesi, 
And had ben mast all his fordais, 
Als f e stori tellos and sais ; 
Ilk dai man him f ider bar 19051 

For to bide his almus far. 

COTTON 



But baptyse you and dothe penaufice 
In le^u name for his sufferaufice 
ye shulle for-yevyn by your* sake 
The holy goste* yeft to take 
ffor why to you and to your* sede 
The childryn that of< you shalle brede 
The most mede is yt off< alle 
That Crysten bene le^u wille calle 
But for youi* bote I you forbede 
To levyn on this wyckyd lede 
IT Peter paynydf hym full yern) 
In godde^ name that folk* to lem) 
Tho that toke thw word to hert 
hir soulis tumyd yt to quert 
There was that ilk* day in lyvis 
Baptyst iy C men andf wyvis 
That besyly fuH oft there 
Entendauut to f e appostils were 
and ete bred wit/t hem to fare 
whan they had noght els-whare 
Tho that hows had or oper good 
Sold yt and 'with pe appostils yode 
By-fore the appostils fete yt bro^t 
To do there-of what good hem tho^t 
IT Erely the appostils eche day 
To the temple went to pray 
At hir yene come the mete they yaff" 
To ^che as they s ly myster haff* 

Ppetir and Iohn aday at non) 
wen tyn to chirch to make her bone 
Beside the wey sie they per lie 
A man Crokyd in the palsy 
And had bene most part of his dais 
As the story tellus and sais 
Eche day men theder hym here 
flfor to byde hw almys there 

FAIRFAX {laud MS,) 



THST ATE BREAD WITH THEM; THET SOLD THEIR HOUSES AND GAVE THE MONET 1091 
TO THE APOSTLES. PETER AND JOHN FOUND A PARALYZED CRIPPLE BEGQING. 



** Bot dos penance and baptiz yi 
In Je name of vr ihesu, 19018 

je sal forgiuen be jur sake, 
fe gift of hall gast to take ; 
For-qui to ju and to 3ar sede, 
fQ bamis ^at of 3U sal brede, 19022 
]?e mede es higlit of all and all. 
All ]}aa ]}at cristen er ie^ wil call, 
Bot for 3ur bote i 311 forbede ^|^^' ^^ 
To leten at fis wicked lede." 19026 
Petre pained him ful gam 
In cristes lai }»at folk to lam ; 
And })ai })at toke pis word till hert, 
Jwiir saulis tumed it to quert ; 19030 
For })ar was ^at ilke day in liues 
Baptist thre hundreth men and wiuis^ 
psi desseli both late and are 19033 
yar tendant to ^e apo5^1is ware, 
And of ^at bred ete wid ])aim p&re, 
^at })ai had noght elles-quare. 19036 
^ai ^at hus had or ani o])er gode 
^ai said, and wid ^e pris ])ai jode 
And bifor ]fe apostlis fete it broght, 
^ar-of to no-quat ])aim god thoght. 
Arli pe apostlis euer-ilke day 19041 
went to fe temple for to prai, 
At p&iT gain-come ^e mete ]}ai gaf, 
Ilkan als ))ai sau mister haf. 19044 
[Pjetre and iohn a day at none 

went to kirc to make pair bone, 
Biside \>e wai ))ar sau })ai lij, 19047 
A man was croked in pe parlesi. 
And had bene mast all his fordais, 
Als ))o stori YS tellis and sais ; 
Ilk dai men J^edir him bare 19051 
Forto bidd his almosun pare, 

gOttingen 



But baptize jou & do]> penaunce 
In ihe^u name for his suffraunce 
je shul for3yuen be joure sake 
pQ holy gostis 3ifbe to take 
For whi to jou & to joure sede 
])e children })at of 30U shal brede 
\>e mede is hett of alle & alle 
pat cristen ben ihe^u wol calle 
But for 3oure bote I 30U forbede 
To leuen on fis wicked lede 
IF Petur peyned him ful 3eme 
In goddes name pat folke to leme 
Jjo Jat toke pia word to herte 
Her sotdis turned hit to querte 
pere was ^at ilke day in lyues 
Baptized f re hundride men & wyues 
J)at bisily ful ofte fere 
Entendaunt to f e apostles were 
And eet breed wif hem to fare 
whenne pel had nou3t elles whare 
po pat hous hadde or oj^ere good 
Solde hit & wip pe apostlis 3ood 
Bifore pe apostlis feet hit brou3t 
To do perot what hem good ))0U3t 
IF Erly pe apostlis vche day 
To j)e temple wenten to pray 
At her a3eyn come pe mete ))ei 3aue 
To Yche as ])ei say mistere haue 
IF Petur & Ion a day at none 
wenten to chirche to make her bone 
Bisyde pe wey say pei pere ly 
A mon croked in pe palesy 
And had ben moost part of his dayes 
As pe story telle)) & sayes 
Vche day men pidur him here 
For to bide his almes pere 

TRINITY 



1092 FETEB AND JOHN TOLD THE CRIPPLE TO LOOK ON THEM, THET HAD NO MONET 

TO GIVE, FOB THET WERE NOT TO USB THE GOODS SOLD TO F^ED THE POOR BRETHREN. 

Petre and iolin fai bi him yode,19053 Petit and lolin they by hym yode 

And he ^am badd giue him sum gode, And he bad of hem som good 

And petre and iohn ansnard him ))an Petir and lohn answerd hym )»an> 

" Bihald on us," fai said, ** fou man.*' And seid byhold on vs Jou man 

Qua sal, behald on bus and se, 19057 Behold on vs now and se 

And ynderstand ur priuete, And vnd«*8tond oui* pouerte 

Als sua sai ]k)u sal se ur wan Thow maiste wele se now oui* wone 

For giftes ha we to pe nan. jefies haue we to the non) 

He ^am be-heild, bot wel wend he [ 

)»ai suld him giue sum charite. 19062 

Petre said til him onan, 

" Gold ne siluer ha we nan." no gap m the MS.] 

For-qui it was noght petres aght, [ooi. «] fifor petirs good was yt nought 

fat opet men had sua bi-taght 19066 That othir men to hym had broght 

Him for to kepe vnto fair nede, . ffor to kepe to her nede 

And for fair pouer men at fcde. And for tho pour* men to fede 

fat for fat thing fair godes said That for that skylle her goode^ sold 

Bifor fe apostels fete vp-yald. 19070 And to the appostils vp yt yold 

" fat i mai giue," he said, " i sale, That I may yef he seid I shalle 

I wat f ou nede has to be liale, Thow hast nedo after helo to calle 

In iesu. nazarens nam, 19073 In Ic^u nazarenyw name 

Rise up," he said, " and ga f ou ham." Kyse vp he seid and go f ou lame 

His hand he raglit and up he ras, his bond he toke and vp he ros 

And to f e temple spede his spas, a grete pas to the tempyH he gos 

fat forwit ne moght stride a stepe. By-fore might ho not gori) a fote 

Louand vr lauerd fan he lepe ; 19078 lovyng our* lord he Icpe for bote 

f e propheci was fan fild sua Thus prophecy fuUelillid was f o 

fat said fat halt suld seep as ra. That seid the halt shuld skyp as ro 

f e folk quen f ai f is man had sone, , The folk* tho they f is man had sene 

fai wondre[d] on him al bidene, 19082 wondird on hym alle by-dene] ^ 

f aa fat forwit had knaun him, [ 

For wonder sum fai fell in suim. no gap in the MSJ] 

IF Petre fan bigan to mele, 19085 TJetre fen began to mele. ciwrfTS] 

" Yee folk," he said, " of israel, JL jo folk he saide of Israel. 

Qui wondir yee sua wit-vten right quy wonder je squa wif vn-rijt 

Als fis war dun wit vr might 1 19088 als fis ware done wif our mijt. 

COTTON FAIRFAX (PAIIT LAUD AfS.) 

[} Laud extract ends here.] 



PETER SAID, " RISE DP AND GO HOME." THE CRIPPLE, PRAISING OUR LORD, 1093 
ROSE UP. THE PEOPLE SEEING THIS, WONDERED AND WERE AMAZED. 

Petre and iohn fai bi him jode, 19053 Petur & Ion fei bi him ^ode pe»fii«,bMkI 

And he faim badd him giue sum gode. And he bad of hem som gode 

Petre and iohn ansuerd him Jan Petur & Ion vnswered him fon 

And said, '* bihald on vs, fu man !" And seide biholde on vs Jon mon 

Als qua say, bihald on vs and se Biholde on vs now and se 

And vnderstandvr pouertte, 19058 And vndirstonde oure pouerte 

Als qua sai, p\i sal se vr wane, J)ou maist wel se now oure wone 

For gifbes haue we to pe nane. ^iftis haue we to fe none 

p He thaim bihelde bot wel wend he [ 

Thai sulde him sum charite. ^biS?M^j"* 

Petir saide til him on-ane, 19063 

" Golde na silvir haue I nane."] no gap in the MS.] 

For-qui petre gode ne was it noght, For petres gode was hit nou^t 

pai o]>er men had sua him broght pat opere men to him had broujfc 

All for to kepe vnto fair nede, [coi. «j For to kepe to her nede 

And for })aa pouer men to fede. And for }o pore men to fede 

fat for ])at fing j^air godes said 19069 pat for \>ai skil her godes solde 

Bifor pG apostlis fete yp-3ald. And to pe apostlis yp hit jolde 

** fat i mai giue," he said, ** i sale, pat I may jyue he seide I shal 

I wate fu has nede to be hale, pou hast nede aftir hele to cal 

In iesus nazarenus name," 19073 In ihe«u najarenus name 

He said, " rise vp a.nd ga fu lame." Kise yp he seide & go fou lame 

His hand he raght a/id yp he ras, His honde he toke & yp he ros 

And to fe temple spede his pas, Greet pase to fe temple he gos 

fat noght forwit might strid a step, Bifore myjte he not gon a fote 

Louand yr lau^rd fan he lep ; 19078 Louynge oure lord he lepte for bote 

f e propheci was fan fild sua, pua prophecie fuMde was f o 

fat said fe halt suld scope as ra. pat seide f e halt shulde skippe as ro 

f e folk quen f ai f is man had sene, pe folke f o f ei f is mon had sene 

fai wondred on all bidene, 19082 wondride on him al by dene 

fa fat forwid had knauen him, [ 

For wonder sum far fell in suim. no gap in the MS.] 

[PJetre fan bigan to mele Petur anoon bigan to mele 

And said f e folk of israele, 19086 And seide ^e folke of israele 

" Qui wonder je sua wid ynright whi wondre ^e so wif vnrijt 

Als f is war done wid yr might 1 As f is were done wif oure my^t 

GOTTINGEN XRINITT 



1094 PETER TELLS THE PEOPLE THAT NOT HE, BUT GOD THBOUOH HIS BON HAS 
HEALED THE LAME HAN. HE UBGES THEH TO REPENT AOAINST THE OREAT ASSISE, 



Bot mighti godd wit-vten mak, 

Of abraham and of ysaac, 19090 

And of YT eldres ^ai has ben aa, 

His sun ))an has he blisced sua ; 

Yee soak and nitt be-for pilate. 

And demed als yee-seluen wate ; 

J^e oncall of his hali nam, 19095 

Has lent us hele nu to ^is lame 

"Wit f e trouth fat fell far-to, 

For it mai selcut mikel do. 

Bot mi brewer, I vnderstand 

pat yee it did yur vnwitand, 19100 

Bepentes yow, and bes onknaun 

To sane your saul ilkan his aun, 

Again pe gret commun assis 

Quar all sal cum bifor iustis. 19104 

Yur sin witstand, fat yee mai rise 

Wit fat parti fat es rightwise, 

Quen clene for-giuenes sal o plight, 

fan be for-soth quen, thoru f e might 

O rising fe last dai, 19109 

f e lastand ded sal worth a-wai ; 

Be his fader slit he sal, [leaf los, coi. i] 

Til he restord haf us all, 

fat he spak first wit prophetis 

Ai to fe time fat all sal ris.'* 19114 

^ f e apostels spekand f us and mar, 

f e preistes come in fat siquar, 

f e temple maisters wit f am bun. 

All f ai war of on co7nmun. 

At fair talking fam tenid sare, 19119 

" Hu es f is,*' f ai said, " fat yee dar 

Suilkin loueword of him sai, 

fat we did deme f is endir dai 1 " 

fa saduceis, — nanili fat ledo, 19123 

For f e vprising ner wald wedo, 

COTTON 



bot mi^ti god wif-outen make 

of abraham & of Isaac. 

& of our eldres has bene alsqoa. 

his sone has he blessed 3a. ^MaJiJjJ"* 

[^That stode by-fore piynce pilat 

And suffird def e by youx' debate] 

f orou on-calle of his hali name 

has lent hele yn-to f is lame. 

wif grete trauf atte fel fer-io 

for hit mai selcouf mikil do. 

mi href er he saide 30 vnderstande 

fat 30 him slogh vn-witando 

repentes 30a & sof be knawen. 

to saue 30ure saule ilkan his awen. 

againe f e grete commune assise 

quare alle salle come be-for iustice 

wif-stande 3oure syn atte 30 mai rise 

wif fat party atte is ri3t-wise 

for clene for-gifnes salle of pli3t 

fen be for-sof . quen f orou fe mi3t 

of rising* of f e last day. 

f e lastande dede salle worf a- way 

hi his fader sitte he salle 

til he restored has vs alle 

as he spac first wif prophetise 

ar to f e time fat alle sulde rise. 

I^e apo^^les specande f is & mare 

-» f e prestos come to here fat lare. 

f e temple maistres wif ham boun. 

alle f ai ware of an commouw. 

& atte f aire talking* tenid sare. 

how is f is saide f ai atte 3e dare. 

suche loue worde of him to say 

fat we did deme f is ender day. 

f e sadaiceus nanili fat lede 

for his vprising* walde werre pern wede 

FAIRFAX 



TO WITHSTAND BIN, THAT THET MAT RISE AT THE LAST DAT, WHEN CHRIST 1095 
SHALL SIT BT HIS FATHER. THE PRIESTS AND MASTERS CAME TO PETER, DARING HIM. 



Bot mighti godd widvten make, 
Of abraham and of ysaac, 19090 

And of vr eldris ^at has bene a, 
His sun })an has he blisced sua ; 
90 suake and nitt bifor pilate, 
And deme als 3e-self it wate, 19094 
^e oncall of his hali name, 
Has lent his hele nu to ^is lame ' 
i\'id ))e troutht fat fell }»ar-to, 
For it mai selcut mekil do. 
Bot nu mi hreper, i ynderstand 19099 
yai ^ it did jur vnwittand, 
Kepentis yi, and bes Ynk[n]aun 
To sauue ^ur saulis ilk man his auen. 
Again ))e grete comune assise 19103 
Quar all sal come bifor iustise. 
^jur sin widstand, ])at 30 mai rise 
wid psit parti p&t es rightwise, 19106 
Forgiuenes clene sal be of plight, 
^an forsoth quen thoru pe might 
Of rising on f e last dai, [« leaf 128. coL i] 
\>e lastand dede sal worth a- way ; 
Bi his fadir sitt he sail, 19111 

Till he record haf vs all, 
Jat he spac feirst wid prophecis 
Alto pe time ))at all suld ris." 19114 
[})]e apostlis speckand j^is B.nd mare, 
]}e preistes come in \>at siquaro, 
})0 temple maistris wid faim bun, 
All ])ai war of a comun. 19118 

At })air talking paim tened sare, 
And said, '* hu es ))is p&t ^e dar 
Suilkin loueword of him say, 
Jat we did deme dis endir day?" 
pQ saduceus, — ^namli pai lede, 19123 
For f e vprising wold f ai wede, 

gOttinoen 



But my3ti god wi})Outen make 
Of Abraham and of Isaake 
And of oure eldres pat han bene o 
His der wor^e son-ha^ blessed so 
pat stood bifoie prince pilate 
And suffred dep bi 3oure debate 
J)e callyng on his holy name 
Ha]> sent hele into })is lame 
wij pe troufe pat fel perto 
For hit may wondir muchel do 
But my hreper I vndirstonde 
pat ^e hit dude vnwitonde 
Eepente^ 30U & be]) aknowen 
To sauo 3oure soulis vchone his owen 
A^eyn pe grete comune assise 
whore alle shul com bifore lustise 
Wit/tstonde ^oure synne pat 30 may rise 
wij) pat parti pat is ri3twise ' 

Foi*3yuenes ^enne shal be of pli3t 
penne for^ whenne })ou]^e ^e my3t 
Of risyng on pe laste day 
pe lastyng dej shal wor fe away 
Bi his fadir sitte he shalle 
To his recorde haue vs alle 
pat he spake furst Yfip prophecise 
Ay to ^e tymo ])at al shulde rise 
IF pe apostlis spake/i ^is & more 
pe prest coom pat tyme ))ore 
pe temple maistris wi]) hem bou/i 
Alle were J>ei of o comoun 
Hem tened sore at pia talkyng 
And seiden how dar 30 do ^is ping 
So preciouse wordis of him to say 
pat we dud deme J^is endur day 
pe saduces namely ))at lede 
For pe vprisyng wolde fei wede 

trinitt 



1096 THE PRIESTS PUT THE APOSTLES IN PRISON, BUT TET 6000 MEN AND WOMEN 
WERE CONVERTED. THE APOSTLES WERE BROUOHT BEFORE A COURT, AND BID SAT 



For fai wald neuer yeit for-tliink 
p&T sulci be euer ani vprising, — 19126 
]>e apostels did ))ai bi taken son 
And sua poi war in prison don, 
^ar ^ai bad men snld ))am yeme, 
For late it was ]>ain |)an to deme. 
Bot mani tumd ^arand turuud,19131 
To baptim tak ^am-seluen buud, 
pat quat o men and quai o wiue, 
))ar was conuerted thusand fiue. 
pe to])er dai fat folud neist, 19135 
))ai gedird vte bath prince and prist, 

[ 

. no gap in Cotton ^ Laud MSS,] 
And sett f&m. in pot curt emidd, 
And badd ])am o )>e dede ))ai did, 
}>at JTai suld tell, wit-vten hon, 19141 
»In was nam pat it was don. 
Bot petre, fild of haligast, 
Ansuar gaf he pam in hast ; 19 144 
Bot first he sceud als wit dede, 
pat ])air asking was bot soithede. 
" Es it," he said, " resun fat we 
Calanged for ur gode dede be? 19148 
Yn-skilwisli fan can yee blam. 
For wijt yee wel, fat in j>e nam 
O iesu fat yee did on rode, 
fat alwais yee mis-vnderstode, 19152 
fat godd his fader raisd to lijf, 
(Als wat mani man and wijf) 
fat es mad als a q?<amer stan 
For to mak tuin folk an, 19156 

And in him for to bo fest, — 
fat ilk fat fra yur were yee kest. 
In him es hele o mankind all ; [coi.2] 
Es nanofer nam on to call, 19160 

COTTON 



for f ai walde neu^ for nankin f ing* 

here of cristis vprising*. 

IT f e apo^^les did f ai be tak in sone 

& squa in prisoun ware f ai done 

wif balis til fe mome to 3eme 

for late hit was ham fen to deme 

bot mani turned per & trawed 

to take baptim ham-seluen bowed 

fat quat of men & quat of wyue 

per was baptist, thousandis fiue. 

I^e tof er dai atte was neiste fprest 

-» f ai gedderred out baf prince & 

& bad bring forf fe aposfiea alle. 

for til ansquare to f aire calle. 

& sette ham in fat court amid. 

& bad ham of f e dede f ai did. 

fat f ai sulde wif-outen hone. 

In quase name atte hit was done. 

bot peter filled of f e haligaste 

his ansquare gaf he ham in haste 

bot first he shewed ham be-fome 

atte faire asking* was al in skome 

^ is hit resou7£ he saide atte we. 

chalaunged for our godo dede be. 

vnskilfully can 30 blame 

fat f inkis no3t on ihe^u name 

& giltles him dide on rode. 

<fe al-ways je mis vnderstode 

fat god his sone^ raised to fe life 

als wate baf mani man & wife. 

pThat is made as a corner stone 

ffor to make ij** folkc^ oon) 

Oon in hym for to be fest 

That ylk for your* werk ye keste] 

In him is hele of mankin alle. 

is nan of er name on to calle. 

FAIRFAX 



P MS. CaJer eroued through, and sone teritten ovtr. 



* From Uud MS. 416.] 



iN WHOBB NAME TEST WORKED. PETER, FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, 1097 
ANSWERED THEM INDIGNANTLY, SHOWING THE NAME OF CHRIST, WHO HEALS ALL. 



For })ai wald neuer ^eit for thing 
far suld be aid vp-rising, — 19126 
pe apostlis did ))ai be taken sone 
And sua {^ai war in presun done, 
l^ar badd ])ai iuen suld yaim jeme, 
For late it was pslm ]>an to deme. 
Bot mani troued psv and trud, 19131 
To baptim take ]>aiin-seluen bund, 
J^at quat of man and quat of wiue, 
p&T was conuerted thoiisandes fine. 
[>]E to)>er dai >at folud neist, 19135 
J^aigadridvte both prtnce and pr«ist, 

[ 

no gap in the MS.^ 

And sett J^aim in \ai curt emidd, 
And bad ]>aim of ))e dede fai didd, 
))at ))ai suld telle, widvten hone, 
In quas name ]>at it was done. 19142 
Bot petre first of hali gast 
His ansuor gaf })aim in hast ; 
Bot first he scheud als wid dede, [ooi. ij 
)»at fair asking was bot sothed. 19146 
He said, '^ es it resun fat we 
For yr gode dede schalanged be 1 
vnskilwisli fan can 30 blame. 19149 
For-witt 3e wele, fat in f e name 
Of ie^u fat 3e did on rode, 
fat alwais je misunderstode, 19152 
fat godd his fader raised to lino, 
(Als wate mani man and wiue) 
fat es made als a comer stane 
For to make tuin folkes ane, 19156 
Ane in him for to be fest, — 
fat ilke fat fra jur werke je keist, 
In him es hele of mankind all ; 
£s no nofer name on to call^ 19160 

gOttingbn 



For f ei wolde neucr for no f ing 
Jjat knowen were f e vp risyng 
\>Q apostlis dude f ei take soone 
And so in prisoun were f ei done 
]?ei sette men fere hem to }eme 
For late hit was hem f enne to deme 
But mony leued on her lore 
And to bapteme went f erfore 
So fat of men & als of wyue 
were fere conuertede f ousondes fyue 
IT J)e tof er day fat folewed neest 
Gedered out bof e pnnce & precst 

[ 

no gap in the MS,^ 

And sett hem in fat court amydde 
And bad hem of f e dede f ei didde 
])ei shulde telle faste & soone [leaf ii7] 
In whoos name hit was done 
But petur fat alle of ere past 
His ynswere he 3af in hast 
But furst he shewed in his dede 
])a\, her askyng was but sof hede 
He seide hit is resoun fat we 
For oure good dede chalanged be 
Vnskilfuly je con vs blame 
For wite 3e wel fat in f e name 
Of ihe^ fat 30 duden on rode 
fat euer 30 mis vndirstode 
God his fadir him reised to lyue 
As woot mony mon & wyue 
])at is made as a comer stone 
For to make two folkes one 
Oon in him for to be fest 
\>ai ilke fat fro 30ure werke 3e kest 
In him is hele of monkynde al 
Is noon of ere name on to cal 

trinity 



1098 peter asks the jews why thet are alwats against him and his 

fellows; he asks one to speak at a time, the apostles were stedfast. 

J^at of hele mai gif man blis, 19161 J^at of hole mai gif man blis. 

Bot if man thrali thine on ^is.*' bot if man prali ))iiik on his 

[ IT leue men saide -peter quy do ^e squa 

ay to wirk vs care & wa. 

quale dide 30 euer ani dede 

19166 ))at turned jou or vs to mede 

& euer wij) conquest je do vs doun. 

& naufer wif ri3t ne wij? resouw 

take 30ure consaile we 30U be-seche 

. . & putte ^oure ansquare in a man speche. 

for quen 30 cry al wij> a calle 

. no gap in Cotton or Arundel MSS,] mai na man ansquare to 30U alle 

fe maisters q?^n fai vnderstod 19173 "l%e maistres quen fai vnderstode 

Sua stedfastili pe apostels stod, ^ on quatkin mater pe apo^les stode 

]7ai badd ^at j^ai ^am suld wit-drau ^ai bad j>ai sulde ham forp draw 

Quils ]}ai samen spak a thrau. quilest )»ai spac to-geder a ^raw 

" Nu se yee noght," J?ai said, " jfiv men, IT now se 30 no3t fai saide per men. 

Qua can us o pam consail ken ? 19178 qua can vs of ham counsaile ken. 

pe signes all sagh yee ]>ai did 1 ^e signe alle sagh atte pai did. 

We mai not nite, sa es it kidd, we mai no3t nite squa is hit kid. 

Bot far-for sal we thret fam herd, bot far-fore sal we frete ham harde 

Jat fai sal neuer for[t]her-ward 19182 atte fai salle neuer forfer-warde 

f is nam to man or wommen nenen, Jis name to man or wo/nman neyuen 

Or dere on f am man sal it heuen." or dere on ham we sal vs heyuen. 

IT Bald war fai fan and biden fare, ^ calde fai ware & bidden fare 

fat fai fra fan suld noucr mare 19186 atte fai fra fan sulde neuer mare 

f e nam iesn spell, of f e name of ihesu spelle. [leaf 78, back] 

Ne nankin tyf and f ar-of tell. ne nankin tif and f er-of telle 

And fai f am ansuer gaf o-nan, IF & fai ham onsquare gaf anon 

Bath sant petre and sant iohan, 19190 baf seint petre & seint John 

" And qwcf er agh we fan for to bu [^ Whcf er owe more f ei seide bow 

To godd all weldand, or to yow ? To god al weldynge or elHs to jow 

fat bidd yee fat he mast for-bedis, [ 

And sua yee sceu all }Tir sottdedis.' . 710 gap in Fairfax ^ Arundel MSS.] 

f e lauerd fat bidd f e man wit-stand, 3e to bid vs to wif stonde 

Ynlau it es to tell in land 19196 Goddes biddy ng al weldonde] 

cotton FAIRFAX 

\} From Anmd«l 57, Heralds' CoU. MS. fo. 112.] 



THE JEWS CONSULT, THEY CANNOT DENT THE APOSTLES* MIRACLES, SO TltEY 1099 
ORDER THEM NEVER TO TALK OF JESUS. PETER ASKS ''SHALL WE OBET GOD OR TOU ) " 



j>ai of hele mai g^ue man blis, 19161 
Bot yf man thrali thine on ]>is.*' 

[ 



\>at of hele may jyue hem blis 
But if mon fully ^enke on ))is 

[ 



19166 



no gap in the MS,^ 

[})]e maistris quen ]>ai ynderstode 
Sua stedfastli ]>e apostHs stode, 19174 
J^ai bad ^at ])ai ]>aim suld wid-drau 
Quilis ^ai suld samen speck a thrau. 
}>ai said, '' nu se ^e noght ^ir men. 
Qua can ys of J^aim consail can 1 
]ye signe all sau 30 ))at ))ai did? 19179 
we may noght nite, sua es it kid, 
Bot })arfor sal we threte ]}ai»i hard, 
^at })ai sal neuer mor forward 19182 
J^Ls name to man or womman neuen, 
Or dere on J^aim ))ai suld it heuen." 
[T]ald war ])ai ])an and bidden })are, 
))at |)ai fra |)an suld neuer mare 19186 
Of f e name of ie^u spell, 
Ke nankin tij^and })ar-of to telL 
And ))ai })aim ansuer gaf on-one, 
Bath sant petre and saint iohn, 19190 
" And quefer au we fan to bu 
To godd al weildand, or to 3U 1 
' })at bidd ^e ]>at he mast forbedis. 
And sua ^e scheu jur soth-hedis. 19194 
))e lauerd to bidd ])e man widstand, 
vnlau it es to tell in land P ^^i^' 

gOttinoen 



. no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS,^ 
% ]?e maistris when;2e f ei yndir3ode 
How studfastely ])e apostlis stode 
)>ei bad ]>ei shulde hem wi])drawe 
whil )>ei speke to gider a f rawe 
))ei seide se ^e not ))ese men 
who con vs couTisel of hem ken 
J)e merueil say je fat f ei did 
we may not nay hit : so is hit kid 
But f crfore shal we f rete hem hard 
fat f ei shulde neu«- more forward 
f is name to mon nor wommon neuen 
Of iihesus goddes son of heuen 
Glad were f ei f enwe & beden fore 
]>ai f ei shulde neuermore 
Of f e name of ihe^u speUe 
Ni no tif ing f erof to telle 
f ei ynswered soone anone 
Bof e petur and seynt lone 
Whef er owe we more f ei seide bow 
To god al weldynge or elles to jow 

[ 

. no gap in Trinity ^ Laud MSS,] 
je to bidde vs to wifstonde 
Goddes biddynge al weldonde 

trinity 



1100 THB JEWS WOULD HAVE TAKEN THE APOSTLES, BUT DURST NOT. WHILE THB 
APOSTLES THANKED GOD, THE HOLT GHOST OAHE ON THEM IN AN EARTHQUAKE. 



}>e thing ^at we bath herd and sau. 
Hu mai we ^an hot we it scaul 19198 
If we ne did wo war to wite 
For sothfastnes es noght at nite." 
]}aa luus pat war ai sa curst 19201 
Wald eft ha tan ])am if ^ai durst, 
For folk durst j)ai noght hete a-pon ; 
And Jai went ham vnto syon. 
And qt^n fai to feir brefer fare, 
Had tald hu fai handeld war, 19206 
f ai liftd fair hend all wit a steuen, 
And thancked drightin dere of heuen. 
And quen. ))ai all had said })air bede, 
]>an bigan to stir })at stede, 19210 
And in fat erth-din far scok, 
fe haligast eft-sith f ai tok. 
Vte o fair hali hertes hord 
Spedli fai speld godds word. 19214 



f e f ing* fat we baf herde & sawe 
we salle nojt lette hit to shaw. 
if we ne did we ware to wite 
for sof fastnes is no}t to nite. 
IT f e iewes fat ware ay sa curst 
walde eft haue tane ham if fai durst 
for folk walde fai nojt hete apon. 
& fai ham went vn-to syon. 
& quen fai to f aire brefer fare 
had talde how fai handeled ware 
fai lift f aire hende alle with a steiuen 
& f anked ihe^i criste in heyuen. 
& quen fai had made f aire bede 
fai stired ham forf out of fat stedo 
wif fat fe erf be-gan & shoke 
f e haligaste eft-sif fai toke. 
out of f aire hali hertis horde, 
spedeli fai spelled goddis worde. 



[The Falsehood of Ananias and Sqpphira.] 
fat folk a man far was Pe«np,^back, ^ dwellande be-side a man per was 



[leaf 108, back, 
ool. 1] 

His nam was hatton Ananias, 

*' I wil," he said, " mi godes giue 

"Wit fir rightwis men to Hue, 19218 

Wit f am i mai ha mete and drinc, 

Mi liuere haf wit-vten suinc." 

Til him said petre, " f i wijf and f ou 

Here-to sal yee make a vou." 19222 

f e vou was mad, his land he said, 

f e penis hali tan and tald, 

f e quilk he broght, wit-vten frost, 

Be-for fe apostels fete he kest ; 19226 

f e haluendel f ar-of he stal, 

And said fat far f e pris was alL 

His wijf it wist and heild hir still ; 

"Was neuer f e fruit o suilk bot ill, 

COTTON 



his name was calde ananias. 

I wille he saide mi godis giue 

wif per ri3t-wi8 men to liue. 

wif ham I. mai of mete & drink*. 

mi liuere haue wif-oute/i squink*. 

til his wife he saide I. & f ou. 

here-to salle we make a vow. 

IF f e vow was made his lande he saide 

f e penis hali tane & talde 

f e quilk he bro3t wif-outen frest 

be-for f e Siposiles fete hit keste. 

f e haluendale til him-self he stale. 

& saide per was f e pris hale. 

lus wife hit wiste & helde f er-tille. 

was neuer f e fnite of squike bot ille 

FAIRFAX 



ANANIAS VOWED TO SELL HIS PROPERTY AND GIVE THE VALUE TO THE APOS- 1101 
TLBS, IN OPJ>ER TO"LIVB WITH THEM ; HE DID 80, BUT KEPT BACK HALF THE PRICE. 



fe thing fat we bath herd and sau. 

Hu mai we ]>an hot we it knau 1 

If we ne did we war to wite 19199 

For sothfastnes es noght to nite." 

fsi iuuB ]>at war ai sua curst 

wald eft haue tan ^aim if ])ai durst, 

For folk durst ])ai noght hete apon ; 

And ^ai went hame vn to syon. 19204 

Quen })ai come to ]>air brej^er ]>ar, 

)ai tald hu ))ai handlid war, 

]^ai lifted ))air hend all wid a steuen. 

And thanked iesxi far-of heuen. 19208 

Quen pal had all said ))air bede, 

fan bigan to stir pa.t stede, 

And in p&t erde-din ])at schoke, 

pe hali gast eft-sith ^ai toke. 

vte of fair hali hertis horde 19213 

Spedeli f ai spelled godes worde. 



pQ pmg pat we han herde & seen 
whi may hit not knowen ben 
Seruauwtis elles be we sory 
So])fastenes is not to deny 
po iewes pat. euer were so curst 
wolde efte hauepr/soned hew if j^ei durst 
Por pepul durst f ei not do hit fon 
And f ei went home vnto syon 
whenne fei coom to her brefere pere 
J)ei tolde how fei hondeled were 
J^ei helde vp hondes wi]) o steuen 
And ))onked ihe^u he^e in heuen 
whenne ))ei had alle seide her bede 
Anoon bigan to stire pat stede 
And in pat er])e dene pat shoke 
))e holi goost eft sone ))ei toke 
Out of her holy hertes hord 
Spedily spelled fei goddes word 



[Hie Falsehood of Ananias and Sapphira,] 



[0]f ])at folk a man p&T was. 

His name was cald anapias, 
*' I wil," he said, " mi godes giue 
wid fir rightwismen to line, 19218 
wid faim i mai of mete a[n]d drinck, 
Mi liuere haue widvten suinck." 
Till his wijf he said, '* i and fu 
Here- to sal we make a uuou." 19222 
pe wou was made, his land he said, 
pe penis hali tane and tald, 
pe quilk he broght widuten freist, 
And for pe apostlis fete dune he kest; 
pe haluendele far-of he stale, 19227 
And said fat far f e pris was hale. 
His wif it wist and held far-till ; 
was newer pe fruit of suilk bot ill, 

gOttinoen 



IT Of fat folke a mon per was 
Called' bi name ananyas 
I wole he seide my godis 3yue 
wif f ese rijtwis men to lyue 
wif hem I may of mete & drynk 
My liuere haue wif outen swynk 
To his wif seide he I. & f ou 
Herto shul me make avow 
\>e vow he made his lond he solde 
l3e penyes fully taken & tolde 
He hem brou3t at f e laste 
Bifore f e apostlis feet doun cast 
But haluendele of fat stal he 
And seide per was f e hool mone 
His wif assented wel per tille 
was neoer f e fruy t of suche but ille 

TRINITY 



1102 PETER SAW ANANIAS* LTINO, AND REBUKED HIH FOR HIS SIN; HE FELL 
DOWN DEAD, AND TOUNQ MEN OARRIED OUT THE BODY TO BURT IT. 



For ilk suik it-self bisuikes, 19231 
And lethes mast ]>at foxAn likes. 
Petre it sagh wit hali sight, 
For-fild he was wit grace o dright 

.[ 

no gap in ihe 3f/S.] 

" Sai me," he said, " ananias, 19237 
Qui has ])ou tempted sathanas, 
To mak sli lesing o \i sale, 
Jou yald hot fe half vp for Je hale 1 
Al fat ])ar-wit ])ou wend to wine 19241 
Sal turn j>e both to sak and sinne. 
Siker es ])ou a^ o sinne and sake, 
Jar-of ])ou has in hand fe wrake.*' 
And sant petre said namar, 19245 
He fell dun alsuith ded right ])ar ; 
Je yongmen hent Je cariom^ Jare, 
And ])e])en for to delue it bare. 
Son afterward hot vures thrin, 19249 
His wijf com hir vn-wijtand in, 
** Womraan," said petre, " said yee sua 
Yur landl" J?e womman said, "8ir,yaa." 
"])ou lighes," he said,"and aght at waand 
Wit fals ])e haligast to faand. 19254 
Lo ! quare be-for J?e dore fai stand, 
Jat right nu delfd fi ded husband. 
Sua sal J?ai do J?e nu onau." 19257 
Wit J? is word fell sco ded als stan. 
Ne wonder nan fat i ha spoken 
Jat wranges fan sa suith war wroken. 
For cristen kirc, fan it bigan, 19261 
Yeit was it noght stablid fan ; 
And custum it es mang all treu, [coi. i] 
(^ueii lagh es mad bituix f am neu 
At f e bigining for to be redd, 
fat dred mai do f e lagh ta sted, 19266 

COTTON P So In MS.] 



for ilk squike hit-self be-squikia. 
& nameli til ham atte f er-in likis. 
Petre hit sagti wif hali sijt. 
f orou f e grace of goddis mi3t. 
fat litel halynes in him was kid. 
& be-cause of ese he hit did. 
IT Sai me saide he ananias. 
qui hastow tempted sathanas 
to make suche lesing* of f i sale. 
& ^alde f e half vp for hale, 
al atte f ou wende fer-wif to wyn. 
salle tume fe to sorou & syn. 
ful f ou art of syn & sake, 
f er-fore on fe wil fal f e wrake. 
& wif f is worde wif-oute7» mare 
he fel doun stepande dede ri3t fare, 
f e 3onge men to f e bodi con fare. 
Si f eif en for to delue hit bare. 
IT Sone efterwarcJ bot houres f rin. 
his wife come hir vnwitande in. 
womman saide pete?* salde je squa. 
jour lande. f e womman saide 3a. 
f ou lyes he saide & agh to wande 
wif fals-hede f e haligast to fande 
lo quare be-for f e dore f ai stande 
atte rijt now dalfe f i dede housband 
squa sal f ai now do f e anane 
wif f is worde felle ho dede as stan, 
IF now wonder na man fat I. haue spoki?j 
fat falshede fan squa squif e was wrokin. 
for cristen kirk fen be-gan. 
3et was hit no3t stabeled fan. 
& custome is a-mang* alle trew. 
quen lagh is made bi-twix ham new. 
atte be-gynnyng* to be dred. 
fat agh may make lagh tak* sted 

FAIRFAX 



HIS WIFE GAME IN AND REPEATED THE FALSEHOOD, WHEREON SHE ALSO FELL 1103 
DOWN DEAD. I RELATE THIS TO SHEW THAT THE LAW MUST BE FEARED. 



For all snilk it-self bisuikes, [ooi. s] 
And lethes mast pat ])ar-in likes. 
Petre it sau wid hali sight, 19233 
For-fild he was of grace of dright, 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the M8.] 
" Sai me," he said, " ananias, 19237 
Qui has pe tempted sathanas, 
To make sli lesing of ])i sale. 
And jald J?e half vp for to hale 1 
All fat fu wend J?ar-wid to win 19241 
Sale turn pe bote to sake and sin. 
Sikir es fu nu of sin and sake, 
far-of J?u has in hand Je wrake." 
Had saint petre p&im said na mare, 
Que?i he fell dune dede right fare ; 
fe 3ong men hint fat cariu[n]e fare, 
And fefen for to delue it bare. 19248 
[S]one efterward bot ures threin. 
His wijf come f is vnwitand in, 
" womTwan," said petre, ** said 30 sua 
3ur landr' s'cho said, "sir, 3a." 19262 
'*j)u leies," he said, "and au to wand 
wid fals-hede f e hali gast to fand. 
Lo ! quar bifor f e dor f ai stand, 
fat right nu delue di dede husband. 
Sua sal fai fe do nu on-ane," 19257 
wid f is word fell scho dede as stane. 
[X]u wonder na man fat i haue spolun 
fat wranges fan sua suith was wrokiw, 
For cristen kirc, f ou it bigan, 19261 
3eit was it noght als stabil fan. 
And custom es emang alle treu, 
Qnen lau es made bituix men nu 
At fe biginning forto be redd, 19265 
fat drcde mai do f e lau take stedd, 

G6TTINGEN 



For alle suche hem self biswike 
And lof en moost fat shulde hem like 
Petur hit say in holy si3t [leaf 117. Uick] 
For fulde he was of grace & my3t 

[ 

. . no gap in Trinitt/ ^ Laud MS8.] 
Say me he seide Ananyas 
whi hastou tempted sathanas 
Of f i sale to make lesyng 
And 3olden vp but half f i f ing 
Al fat f ou wende perwip to wynwe 
Shal tume pe but to sake & synne 
Sikur artou now of synne & sake 
})eroi f ou hast in bond f e wrake 
Had seint petur seide no more 
})e mon fel doun deed 113 1 fore 
3onge men bent f e careyn fere 
And faste for to bury hit bere 
IF )3re houris aftir more ny myn 
His wif vnwitynge f is coom In 
wommon seide petur solde 30 f us 
30ure lond : sir she seide 3US 
J50U li3est he seide & shuldes wonde 
wif falshede f e holy goost to fonde 
Lo where at f e dore f ei stonde 
Jjat ri3t now dalf f i deede husbonde 
So shul f ei f e do now anone 
wif fat she fel doun deed as stone 
IT wondir no mon of f is here spoken 
J)ei wronges f so soone were wroken 
For cristen chirche f hit bigan 
3it was hit not al stabul fan 
For custom is among alle trewe 
whenwe lawe is made bitwene men newe 
At f e bigynnyng to be redde 
fat drede may do lawe be dredde 

TRINITY 



1104 THE WICKED MUST HOLD THE LAW IK FEAR. MANT SICK WEBB BROUGHT 
TO BE HEALED BY PETEB'S SHADOW; HE WAS CHIEF OF THE TWELVE. 



To Jo ]>e folk for dred and au 19267 
pat wild noght ellcs hald })e lau ; 
fe gode and Icle for luue and mede, 
])e wick Jai hald fe lagh for drede. 
IF Era ])an durst naman wit pSLm meng, 
Bot ])at wald wit pom lele leng ; 
Mani soke vnto ])am soght, 19273 
And mani signes on J^am fai wroglit ; 
Bath in wais and in strete 
fe seke war bom ]7am for to mote, 
])at petre scaudu on ])aim sold rine 
])ar-of had mani seke medicine, 19278 
mani wise seke gaf hele 
]>at truud in crist and war lele. 
IF Prince was petre o Jaa tuelue, 
And gretter signe pan crist selue 19282 
He wrogbt, als [it] cs said sumquar, 
Priuilege o signe for-])i he bar ; 
For crist self hight him fat ilk, 19285 
Qwen he for him Avroght signes suilk. 

[The Aposiles are imprisoned, 

Fra fan fair flock wex ma and mar, 

For fast f e folk fell to fair lare, 

Bot yeit f e luen folk felun 

Did fe apostels in pn'sun, 19290 

Thoru consail of a naciun 

Wald trau na resurrecciun 

Suld be o man on domes-dai, 

Bot gain f o apostels said ai nai. 19294 

f is folk was haten saduceus, 

f ai heild ai wit f e phariseus. 

Bot son f er-efter on f e night, 

Sent fam was an angel bright, 19298 

fat broght fam thoru f o stcdcs Strang, 

And badd fam to f e temple gang 

COTTON 



to do f e folk for drede & agti 
fat wille no3t ellis halde fe lagli. 
f e gode & lele for heyuen to mede 
fe wikked to halde fe lagh for drede 
f ra fen durst na man wif ham menge 
bot atte walde lelli wif ham lenge 
IF Mani seke vn-to fam so^t 
& mani signe on ham f ai wrojt 

baf in waies & in strete coiFMs!fo!i^bS 
fe seke ware borne ham to mete 
\} Mony fat petur wolde ryne 
Of him token her medicyne. 

no gap 

in Heralds' CoU. and Fairfax MSS,] 
Prince was peter of fa xij. 
& gretter signe fan cnste him-selne 
he wrojt f oroa goddis lare 
priuelage of signe for-f i he bare, 
for cnste him-self hi^t him fat ilk*, 
quen f orou him wro3t signes squilk* 

and set free hy an Angel.^ 

fra fan f aire folk wex mare & mare. 
& faste f e folk feUe to f aire lare 
bot jet f e iewes ful of felouw 
fai did fe apo^f^les in prisou/^ 
f orou consail of an naciouw. 
walde traw na rcsurrecciouw. 
suldo be of man atte domis-day [ieaf7»i 
a-gaine f e apos/les saide fai nay. 
f is folk ware calde saduceus. 
fai helde ay wif phariseus 

Bot sone f crofter on fc nijt. 
sende ham was an angel brijt. 
fat brojt ham of fat pnsome strange 
Sz bad ham to f e temple gange 
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